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HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATION. 



RESOLUTION OF CONGRESS OF MARCH 27, 1818. 

Resolution directmg the Pubfication and Distribution of the Journal 
and Proceedings of the Conyention which formed the present Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Journal of the Convention which formed the present Con- 
stitution of the United States, now remaining in the office of 
the Secretary of State, and all Acts and Proceedings of that 
Convention, which are in possession of the government of 
the United States, be published under the direction of the 
President of the United States, together with the Secret Jour- 
nals of the Acts and Proceedings, and the Foreign Corres- 
pondence of the Congress of the United States, from the first 
meeting thereof down to the date of the ratification of the 
definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain and the United 
States, in the year seventeen hundred and eighty-three, except 
such parts of the said foreign correspondence as the President 
of the United States may deem it improper at this time to 
publish. And that one thousand copies thereof be printed, of 
which one copy shall be furnished to each member of the 
present Congress, and the residue shall remain subject to the 
future disposition of Congress. 

[Approved March 27, 1818.J 



RESOLUTION OF CONGRESS OF APRIL 21, 1820. 

Resolution to authorize the Publication of part of the Secret Journal of 
Congress, under the Articles of Confederation. 

A/ESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled. That 
the Secret Journal, together with all the Papers and Docu- 
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ments connected with that Journal, and all other Papers and 
Documents, heretofore considered confidential, of the old Con- 
gress, from the date of the ratification of the definitive treaty 
of peace between the United States and Great Britain, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and eightj-three, to the 
formation of the present government, now remaining in the 
office of the Secretary of State, be published, unSer the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States, and that a thou- 
sand copies thereof be printed and deposited in the library, 
subject to the disposition of Congress. 

[Approved April 21, 1820.] 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



JLHE Secret Journals of the Congress of the Confede- 
ration, directed by the foregoing resolutions to be pub- 
lished, are at the Department of State in five manu- 
script volumes* The Journals of Proceedings relating 
to Domestick Affairs, are in one separate volume, and 
the History of the Confederation in another* Of the 
latter, the projected arficles presented by Dr. Franklin, 
on the 21st of July, 1775 ; those reported in the hand- 
writing of J. Dickinson, on the 12th of July, 1776 ; and 
those reported in a new draft on the 20lh of August, 
1776, by the committee of the whole, were kept secret, 
and have never before, been published. The proceed- 
ings subsequent to the 8th of April, 1777, when this 
report of the committee of the whole was taken up 
and debated in Congress, were published from time to 
time in the publick journals ; but never having been 
collected in one compilation, and being scattered 
through several of the volumes of the publick journals, 
which are now quite out of print, it has been thought 
most consistent with the intention of the resolutions to 
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publish the whole of this manuscript. The Journal 
of Foreign Affairs is at the Department in three vo- 
lumes ; the last of which is not entirely filled, the jour- 
nal closing on the 16th of September, 1788* On the 
13th of the same month the resolution had passed 
for the organization of the new government, and for 
the meeting of the Congress under the constitution of 
the United States on the first Wednesday of the ensu- 
ing March. The tenth of October, 1788, was the last 
day upon which the Congress of the confederation met 
in numbers sufficient to form a quorum. 

Department of State, August, 1820. 
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Philadelphia^ Weibesday, May 10, 1775. 

A NUMBER of defegafes from the colonies of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Nevir York, 
New Jersey, Pentisylvai^ia, tJelaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Norih Carolina, and Soufh Carolina, agreeable to 
their appointment and the orders received from their 
respective colonies, met at Philadelphia, viz. — from 

New HAtft>S«*R«, Mr. J^hti ^ullhran, and 
Mt. Jdbn Lan^on. 



MASSACHt7S£tt!3, 



Connecticut, 



VOL. !• 



Mr. John flatfcock, 
Itfr. Thtmttas" Ctishing, 
Mr. Samu^^l Adams, 
Mt. John Adams, and 
Mr. ^aibett Treat Paine. 

Vh. Efipfadlet Dyer, 
Mr. Roger Sherman, and 
Mr. Silas Deaiie. 

2 
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Nkw Yoek, 


Mr. Philip LiviDgstOD, 




Mr. James Duane, and 




Mr. John AUop. 


New j£Esslr, 


Mr. James Kinsey, 




Mr. Stephen Crane, 




Mr. William Livingston, 




Mr. John De Hart, and 




Mr. Richard Smith. 



[MaylO; 



Pennstlvavia, 



Delaware *> 
Counties, 5 



Maryland, 



Mr. Edward Biddle, 
Mr. John Dickinson, 
Mr. Thomas Mifflin, 
Mr. Charles Humphreys, 
Mr. John Morton, 
Mr. George Ross, * 
Mr. Benjamin Franklin, and 
Mr. Thomas Willing. 

Mr. Osesar Rodney^ 
Mr. Thomas M'Kean, and 
Mr. George Read. 

Mr. Matthew Tilghman, 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, 
Mr. William Paca, 
Mr. Samuel Chase, and 
Mr. John Hall. 



Virginia, Mr. Peyton Randolph, 

Mr. George Washington, 
Mr. Richard Henry Lee, 
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VikoiNU, Mr. Edmund Pendleton, 

Mr. Benjamin Harrison, and 
Mr. Richard Bland. 

North Carolina, Mr. William Hooper, 

Mr. Joseph Hewes, and 

Mr. Richard Caswell. 

f 

South Carolina, Mr. Henry Middleton, 
Mr. Thomas Lynch, 
Mr. Christopher Gadsden, 
Mr. John Rutledge, and 
Mr. Edward Rutledge. 

The members being convened in the state house, 
proceeded to the choice of a President : when upon 
motion, 

The honourable Peyton Randolph was unanimously 
chosen President. 

After the President was seated, 

Mr. Charles Thomson was unanimously chosen 
Secretary. 

^ Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Duche be requested to 
open the Congress with prayers to-morrow morning, 
and that Mr.^ Willing, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Bland, be 
a committee to wait on Mr. Duche, and acquaint him 
of the request of the Congress, 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 1 1 o'clock. 

MAY 19, 1775. 

Congress then resolved themselves into a commit- 
tee of the whole, to take into consideration the state 
of America. 



Aiu) aft^rsom^ iime upMf Ibtrein, the PjmldbiPl 
resumed tlie*eb^r; ail4 Mf^ .Wiord reported from the 
committee, ThaJ: xknf bad proceMed in the i business; 
but not having come to a conclusipn, desired him to 
move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That thift Congress will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole to take 
into their further coo^ideratioip the ftate pf Amenc?* 

MAY 25, 1775. 

The Congr^i^^ n^c( p^cordii^ ta adjournment ; and 
agreeably to the order of the day, a^in resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole, to take into tfietr ftjr- 
ther consideration the state of America. 

And after some time spent therein, the President re- 
sumed the ebair ; and Mr. Ward reported from the 
committee, That they had come to certain resolutions 
respecting New York, which he was desired to re- 
port ; but not having gone through the rest of the 
business referred to them, the committee <le«ired him 
to mov>e fpr leave to. sit again. 

The pesolutions being severally read and agreed to, 
are as follows: 

Resolved, That a post be immediately taken, and for- 
tified, at or near King's Bridge, in the colony of New 
York; that the ground be chosen with a particular 
view to prevent the communication between the city 
of New York and th^ country frpin being interrupted 
by land. 

Resolved, That a post be also taken in the highlands^ 
6n each side of Hudson's river ; and batteries erected 



in Midi maaoer as will most efieetnsHy pr«veot any 
vessels passing, that may be sent to harass the inha- 
bitants on the borders of said rirer ; and that experi- 
enced persons be immediately seiiit to examine said 
river, in order to discover where it will be most advi- 
sable and proper to obstruct the navigation. 

That it be left to the provincial congress of New 
York to determibe t)ie number of men sufficient to oc«' 
cupy the several posts abdvethentioned, and also 
that already recommended to be taken at or near lake 
George, as well as to guard the city ; provided the 
whole donot exceed the number of three thousand men, 
to be commanded by such officers as shall thereunto 
be appointed by said provincial congress, and to be 
governed by such rules and regulations as shall be es- 
tablished by said congress until furtherorder is taken 
by this Congress; provided also, that if the said pro- 
vincial congress should be of opinion that the number 
proposed will not be sufficient for the several services 
above recommended, that the said congress report their 
soDtimenta upon this subject to this Congress as soon 
as ibay be. 

That it be recommended to the said provincial con- 
gress, thaft in raising those forces they allow no boun- 
ties or clothing ; and that their pay shall not exceed 
the* establishment of the New England colonies. 

That it be further recommended to the provincial 
congress aforesaid, that the troops to be enlisted do 
serve antlllhe last day of December next, unless this 
Congress shall direct that they be sooner disbanded. 

A motioii being made for an addition to the forego- 
ing resolutions, after some debate, the same was re-* 
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ferred till to-morrow, to vfbich time the Congress 
s^djoarned. 

JUNE 3, 1775. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That a commiUee be appointed for the 
purpose of borrowing the sum of six thousand pounds, 
for the use of America ; for the repayment of which, 
with interest, the Congress will make full and ample 
provision : And that the said committee apply the said 
sum of money to the purchase of gunpowder for the 
use of the continental army* 

That the delegates for Pennsylvania compose said 
committee, with power as well. to borrow the money 
as to apply it tp the purpos^e intended. 

JUNE 9, 1775. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That this Congress will to-mqrrow take 
into consideration the ways and means of raising mo- 
ney. 

Resolved, That the provincial conveijtion of :New 
York be requested to convey, as soon as possible, to 
Providence in Rhode Island, or to any port in the 
government of Massachusetts Bay, five thousand bar- 
rels of flour for the use of the continental army. 

Resolved, That the committee of correspondence 
at Providence, and in the government of Massachu- 
setts Bay, where the said flour may be carried, be 
desired to receive and forward it to the camp before 
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Boston as sooq as may be ; and to lodge socb part 
thereof as cannot be immediatelj sent thither, in pla- 
ces of security. 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision 
for defraying any expense incurred for this service. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above resolves be 
immediately transmitted by the President, to the con- 
vention of New York. 



JUNE 10, 1775. 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby earnestly re- 
commended to the several colonies of New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and the interiour 
towns of Massachusetts Bay, that they immediately 
furnish the American army before Boston with as 
much powder out of their town, and other publick 
stocks, as they can possibly^ spare ; keeping an exact 
account of the quantities supplied, that it may be 
again replaced, or paid for by the continent. This to 
be effected with the utmost secrecy and despatch. 

r 

JUNE 16, 1775. 

Resolved, That the provincial convention of New 
York be desired immediately to apply to governour 
Trumbull, to order the Connecticut troops now sta- 
tioned at Greenwich, Stanford, and parts adjacent, to 
march towards New York ; and that part of them oc- 
cupy such posts upon that island, as the said provin- 
cial convention shall judge best adapted to prevent 
the communication between the town and country 



10 fflCCRST jrotrftlTAL. [Jita«lS^ 

from imtng cut off; the remainder of ike lro(^^ to bt 
employed in securing tbe navigation Of Hadson^v river, 
by erecting batteries at such places as the stiid cofiYett^ 
tioB. shall judge moit proper to an^wet^ tha«'parp<MMl, 

JUNE 19, It 75. 

After the words ^' That no effort m bis power sbaU 
" be wanting to serve the American cause," add, but 
before he entered upon the service, he desired a con- 
ference with a committee to consist of one delegate 
from each of the associated colonies^ to whom be de- 
sired to explain some particulars respecting bis^ pri- 
vate fortune. 

Wbereupon, Mr.. Sullivan^ Q1r» S^ Adams, Mr* Hop* 
kins^ Mr» Dyer, Mr. P. JUvingjston, Mr. W* Living* 
stpU) Mr* Ross, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnspn^ Mr. Hen* 
TYi Mr. Caswell^ an4 Mr* Lynch, were appointed as 
a committee to. confer with general Lee. 
. The committee returned and reportedir that tbejr bad 
conferred with general Lee, who bad communicated to 
them an estimate of the estate he risked by this service. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That these colfonieS will indemnify gene- 
ral Lee for any loss of property which be may tufi^in 
by entering into their service, and that the same be 
done by tbis^ or any future Congresa, as sooiRb ais sw^b 
loss 10 ascertained. 
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JUNE 20, 1775. 

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON, ESQ. 

This Congress having appointed yoa to be general 
and commander in chief of the army of the United 
Colonies, of all the forces raised or to be raised by 
them, and of ail others who shall voluntarily offer 
their service, and join the said army for the defence of 
American liberty, and for repelling every hostile inva- 
sion4hereof — you are to repair with all expedition to 
the colony of Massachusetts Bay, and take charge of 
the army of the United Colonies. 

FOR YOUR BETTER DIRECTION*. 

U You are to make a return to us as soon as possi- 
ble of all forces which you shall have under y^ur com- 
mand, together with their military stores and provi- 
sions ; ^nd also as exact an account as you can obtain 
of the forces which compose the British army in Ame- 
rica. « 

2. You are not to disband any of the men you find 
raised until further direction from this Congress; and 
if you shall think their numbers not adequate to the 
purpose of security, you may recruit them to a num- 
ber you shall think sufficient, not exceeding double 
that of the enemy. 

3. In all cases of vacancy occasioned by the death 
or removal of a colonel, or other inferiour officer, you 
are by brevet, or warrant under your seal, to ?ippoint 

VOL. I. 3 



another person to fill up such vacancyi until it shall 
otherwise be ordered by the provincial conventioni or 
the assembly of the colony from whence the troops in 
which such vacaacy happen, shall direci otherwise. 

4. You are to victual at the continental expense, all 
«uch volunteers as have joined or shall join the united 
army. 

5. You shall take every method in your power, con- 
sistent with prudence, to destroy or make prisoners of 
all persons who now are, or who hereafter shall ap- 
pear in arms against the good people of the United 
Colonies. 

6. And whereas all particulars cannot be foreseen, 
nor positive instructions for such emergencies so be- 
forehand given, but that many things must be left to 
your prudent and discreet management, as occurrences 
may arise upon the place, or from time to time fall 
out — you are, therefore, upon all such accidents, or 
any occasions that may happen, to use your best cir- 
cumspection ; and, advising with your council of war, 
to order and dispose of the said army under your com- 
mand as may be most advantageous for the obtaining 
the end for which these forces have been raised, mak-, 
Ing it your special care, in discharge of the great 
trust committed unto you, that the liberties of America 
receive no detriment. 



JUNE 26, 1775. 

Upon motion, 

Kesolved, That (he delegates of Pennsylvania be 
appointed from this Congress to wait on the commit- 
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* 

tee of the city, and to request of them that a suppty 
of powder be immediately furnished for the use of the 
fortifications of Ticonderoga and Crown Point ; and 
sent forward immediately. 

JUNE 27, 1775. 

Resolved, That major general P. Schuyler be dt»^ 
rected to repair, as soon as conveniently he can, to the 
posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, to examine inta 
the state thereof, and of the troops now stationed there, 
and how they are supplied with provision and necessa- 
ry stores ; into the state also of the sloop and othec 
navigation on the lakes ; also to obtain the best intelli- 
gence he can of the disposition of the Canadians and 
Indians of Canada : that be confer with colonel Hin* 
man and colonel Arnold on the subject of colonel Ar- 
nold's letter to this Congress ^ and report as soon as 
possible the state of the whole, as near as it can be as* 
certaiped, to this Congress : and that he give orders for 
the necessary preparation of boats and stores for se- 
curing to the United Colonies the command of thosft 
waters adjacent to Crown Point and Ticonderoga.. 

Resolved, That as govcrnour Carlton is making 
preparations to invade these colonies,, and is instigat-^ 
ing the Indian nations to take up the hatchet against 
them, major general Schuyler do exert his utmost 
power to destroy or take all vessels, boats or floating 
batteries preparing by said governour, or by his or- 
der, on or near the waters of the lakes.. • 



Resolved, That if genertl Schuyler finds it practica*- 
ble, and that it will not be disagreeable to the Cana* 
dians, he do immediately take possession of St. Johns, 
Montreal, and any other parts of the country, and pur* 
sue any other measures in Canada which may have a 
tendency to promote the peace and security of these 
colonies. 

Resolved, That if general Schuyler shall have oc- 
casion for a larger quantity of ready money and ammu- 
nition, for carrying on such expedition, than he can in 
convenient time procure from the provincial conven- 
tion of the colony of New York, that he do in such 
case apply to the governour of Connecticut for such 
supplies as may be necessary, and can be furnished by 
that colony ; and that governour Trumbull be desired 
to furnish suth supplies ; and this Congress will make 
provision for reimbursing the same. 

JULY 1, 1775. 

Resolved, That general Schuyler be directed not to 
remove general Wooster, or the troops under his com- 
mand, from New York ; but that he raise as many of 
the Green Mountain Boys, under such officers as they 
shall choose, with such other men in the vicinity of 
Ticofitferoga as will be necessary to carry into exe- 
cution the resolutions of the Congress, of the 27th of 
June last, transmitted to him. 

Ordered, That this be transmitted to general Schuy- 
ler by the President. 
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JULY n, 1775. 

On ttotioD, 

Resolved, That the delegates from Pennsylvania 
have liberty to treat with, and etnploy, fifty hussars, 
who have been in actual service, and send them for- 
ward to join the troops before Boston, under general 
Washington. 

JULY 17, 1775. 

Beaolved, That (he President write to general 
Wooster, directing bim to send, in the most expedi* 
tioQS manner, one thousand of the Connecticut forces 
vnder his cooimand to Albany, there to remain en- 
camped until they shall receive orders from general 
Schuyler as to their future proceedings. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That Mr. Gushing, Mr. Henry, and Mr. 
Deane, be a committee to confer with Mr. Kirkland, 
and report what in their opinion is an adequate com- 
pensation for his services among the Indians. 

The address from the deputies of the several pa- 
risbes of the islands of Bermuda being again read — 

Ordered, That the President return them an an- 
swer, acknowledging the receipt of the address, and 
informing them that it will be considered ; and desir- 
ing them to send an account of the provisions imported 
for some years past for the use of the inhabitants of 
that island ; and also enclose them a copy of a re- 
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solve entered into on Saturday last, respecting the 
importation of gunpowder, &c« 

The committee appoint^ed to confer with Mr, Kirk- 
land brought in their report, which, being taken into 
consideration, 

Resolved, That there be, and there is hereby aU 
lowed to the reverend Mr. Samuel Kirkland, three 
hundred dollars to discharge the expenses be has been 
at among the Indians of the Six Nations, to defray the 
expenses of his journey from and to the Oneida coun- 
try, and that he receive the same out of the continen- 
tal treasury. 

And it is hereby recommended to the commission- 
ers of the northern department, to employ the said 
Mr. Kirkland among the Indians of the Six Nations, in 
order to secure their friendship, and to continue them 
in a state of neutrality with respect to the present 
controversy between Great Britain and these colo- 
nies. 

JULY 19, 1775. 

That a company of matrosses be raised in the city 
of Philadelphia, and sent to Bostout 

That a committee of three be appointed to devise 
ways and means of raising the above company. 

The committee chosen are Mr. Lynch| Mr* Lee, 
and Mr. Gadsden. 

That the President be desired to write to the pow- 
der committees, or committees of safety, in this city 
and New York (where it is said a supply of powder is 
lately arrived) to forward to the camp as much* gun- 
powder as they can spare. 
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JULY 25, 1775. 

The Congress being informed that a quantity of the 
continental gunpowder, amounting to about six tons 
and half, was arrived in this city — 

Ordered, That the delegates of this colony tal^e 
measures to have it sent under a safe convoy with all 
possible despatch to general Washington, at the camp 
before Boston. 

That the delegates be empowered to order a detach- 
ment of the riflemen raised for the continental army, 
consisting of at least two officers and thirty men, to 
meet the powder wagons at Trenton, and from thence 
to escort the same to the camp. 

JULY 27, 1775. 

On motipn, 
' Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars be paid by the continental treasurers to Reese 
Meredith, George Clymer, Samuel Meredith, and 
Samuel Mifflin, merchants, of the city of Philadel- 
phia ; and that the like sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars be paid by the said treasurers to Philip Liv- 
ingston, John Alsop, and Francis Lewis, merchants, 
of New York, to be by them applied to the purpose 
of importing gunpowder for the continental armies ; 
and that they be allowed out of the same five per 
per cent, for their trouble and expenses therein : That 
they keep all their proceedings, as much as possible, a 
secret from every other person, but the Congress, and 
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the general of the continental forces for the time be* 
ing : That they keep up a correspondence with the 
said general ; and make such dispositions of the pow- 
der they may import, as be shall order« 

JULY 28, 1775. 

The Congress being informed that a quantity of 
gunpowder belonging to the continent is arrived in 
some part of New Jersey — 

Ordered, That the delegates of New Jersey do 
take care that the said powder be safely conveyed to 
Dobb's ferry on the North river. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That the colony of Virginia be supplied 
with one ton of gunpowder from the next quantity ar- 
riving here ; and that from the same supply Pennsyl- 
vania be repaid the powder heretofore borrowed by 
the Congress, if the same shall not be wanted by ge- 
neral Washington. 

JULY 29, 1775. 

Two petitions were laid before the Congress re- 
specting disputes between the people of Connecticut 
and Pennsylvania, on lands lying on the waters of 
Susquehanna ; and the same being read — 

Ordered to lie on the table for the perusal of the 
members. 

AUGUST 1, 177^. 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and ninety- 
three dollars be paid to the delegates of South Caroli-* 
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na for the expense and freight of transpprting a quan- 
tity of powder from South Carolina to this place, by 
order of Congrejss* 

Resolved, That out of the powder belonging to the 
continent now in this city, five tons be sent to general 
Washington, in the speediest and safest manner, by 
the delegates of the colony of Pennsylvania* 

That out of the next that arrives, the delegates of 
New Jersey be allowed to purchase one thousand 
pounds for the use of the western parts of their colony; 
and that the delegates of the lower counties on Dela- 
ware be allowed to purchase one thousand pounds for 
the use of said counties. 

That out of the same parcel the quantity of one ton 
be reserved for North Carolina, to be lodged in the 
magazine of New York, and delivered to the order of 
the speaker of the assembly, or president of the con- 
vention of North Carolina ; provided, the necessity of 
general Washington and general Schuyler will admit. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the 
petitions respecting the disputes between the people 
of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, and after some 
debate. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of this 
matter be referred to the next meeting of this Con- 
gress. 

^ The Congress having reconsidered a resolve passed 
the 11th July, respecting the employing of fifty hus- 
sars-T- 

Resolved, That the delegates of this province be 
desired not to proceed in executing said resolve ; and 

VOL. I. 4 



if any Inisiara tre engaged or eolUted, to 4iic)Mirgt 
the same; tnd ihat the aaid delegates settle and pajp 
any expenses already incurred in con^eque^ee of liie 
former resolve ; and report their proceeding to the 
6oDgress at ihe'w next meeting. 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1775. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the letter of 
the 6ih instant, from Messrs. L. Morris and J. Wilson^ 
at Pittsburg. 

Resolved, That the enterprise proposed in their 
letter be not undertaken. 

SEPTEMBER 18, 1775. 

Resolved, That a secret committee be appointed to 
contract for the importation and delivery of a quanti- 
ty of gunpowder, not exceeding five hundred tons. 

That in case such a quantity of gunpowder cannot 
be procured, to contract for the importation of so much 
saltpetre, witt\a proportionable quantity of sulphur, as, 
with the powder procured, will make five hundred tons. 

That the said committee be empowered to contract 
for the importation of forty brass field pieces, six 
pounders ; for ten thousand stand of arms, and twenty 
thousand good plain double bridled musket locks. 

That the said committee be empowered to draw on 
the treasurers to answer said contracts. 

That the said committee consist of nine, any five, of 
whom to be a quorum. 
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1775. 

The m^nbers chosen for the secret committee — Mr- 
Willing, Mr. Franklin, Mr. P. Lifingston, Mr. Alsop, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Langdon, Mr. M'Kean,. 
and Mr. Ward. 



SEPTEMBER 21, 1775. 

Ordered, That the President write to general Wash* 
tngton, and direct him to order colonel Thompson im-^ 
mediately to send to the Congress an account of th« 
expenditure of five thousand dollars paid him by order 
of the Congress on the 39th of July, being in advance 
for the service of a battalion of riflemen under his^ 
eommand. 

The Congress proceeded to the etectbn of a briga* 
dier general ; and the ballots being examined,, it was- 
found that colonel Armstrong and colonel Fry had an 
equal number of votes» 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1775- 

It being represented to Congress, that from the pre*^ 
sent situation of aflfairs, and the correspondence now 
carried on through North America, if the rate of 
postcige is lowered, agreeably to the resolution of Con- 
gress, it is apprehended the proceeds of the office will 
not support the necessary riders ; and as the people in 
general are well satisfied with, at least have made no^ 
complaints in regard to the rates lately paid for the 
postage of letters — 
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Resolved, That the resolution of Congress respect- 
ing the lowering the rates of postage be suspend^ 
until farther orders from Congress. 

OCTOBER 3, 1775. 

The committee of claims informed Congress^ that 
there are a number of carabines and pistols provided 
for the hussar company, which the committee of safety 
for the province of Pennsylvania are willing to take at 
the first cost. 

Ordered, That they be delivered to the said com- 
mittee on the terms proposed. 

Resolved, That general Washington may, if he 
thinks ppoper, for the encouragement of ^n attack on 
Boston, promise, in case of success, a month^s pay to 
the army and to the representatives of such of our 
brave countrymen as may chance to fall ; and in case 
success should not attend the attempt, a month's pay 
to the representatives of the deceased. 

, OCTOBER 5, 1775. 

Sundry letters from London being laid before Con- 
gress — 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to prepare a plan for intercepting two vessels which 
are on their way to Canada, loaded with arms and 
powder. 

The committee appointed to prepare a plan, &c. &c. 
brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a letter be sent, to general Washing- 
ton, to inform him that Congress, having received in- 
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telligeDce of the sailing of two north country built 
brigs of no force, from England, on the 1 1th of August 
last, loaded with arms, powder, and other stores for 
Quebec, without convoj, which it is of importance to 
intercept, desire that he apply to the council of Massa« 
chusetts Bay for the two armed vessels in their service, 
and despatch the same, with a sufficient number of peo- 
pie, stores, &c., particularly a number of oars, in order 
if possible to intercept the said two brigs and their 
cargoes, and secure the same for the use of the conti* 
nent ; also any other transports laden with ammunition, 
clothing, or other^'Stores, for the use of the ministerial 
army or navy in America ; and secure them in the 
most convenient places for the purpose abovemention- 
ed« That he give (he commander or commanders such 
instructions as are necessary, as also proper encour- 
agement to the marines and seamen that shall be sent 
on this enterprise ; which instructions, &c« &c« arc to 
be delivered to the commander or commanders, sealed 
up, with orders not to open the same until out sight of 
land, on account of secrecy. That a letter be written 
to the said honourable council, to put the said vessels 
under the generaPs command and direction; and to 
furnish him instantly with every necessary in their 
power, at the expense of the continent* Also, that the 
general be directed to employ the said ve^els and 
others, if he judge necessary, to effect the purposes 
aforesaid ; and that he be informed, that the Rhode 
Island and Connecticut vessels of force will be sent di- 
rectly to their assistance. That a letter be written to 
governour Cook, informing him of the above ; and de« 
siring him to despatch one or both the armed vessels 
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of the colony of Rbode IslaBd oo the same aervice ; 
(Mid that be me tbe precautions abovementioDed. That 
a letter be also written to governour Trumbu|l, cequeatr 
iog of him the largest vesaei in the service of the colo* 
ny of Conneotftcut, to be seat on the enterprise afore- 
said I acquainting bio^ of the above particulars, and 
recommendk^ the same precautions* 

That the encouragement recommended by Congress 
to be given shall be, on this occasion, that the master, 
officers, and seamen, shall be eatitled to one half of the 
value of the prizes by them taken, the wages they re* 
ceive from the respective colonies notwithstanding. 

That the said ships and vessels of war be on the 
continental risk and pay during their being thus em- 
ployed* 

OCTOBER 6, 1775. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
provincial assemblies or conventions, and councils or 
committees of- safety, to arrest and secure every per^ 
son in their respective colonies, whose going at iai^e 
may, in their opinion, endanger the safety of the colo*. 
ny, or the liberties of America. 

Ordered, That an authentick copy of this resolve he 
by the delegates transmitted to proper persons in their 
respective colonies. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed for the im* 
portation of powder do export, agreeably to the con* 
tinental association, as much provisions or other pro^ 
duce of these colonies as they shall judge necessary, 
for the purchase of arms and ammunition. 
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OCTOBER, 9, 1775. 

Resolved, That Mr. Duane do apply to the com* 
mittee of safety of this province, and request them to 
fend to Ae continent one ton of gnnpot^der to be sent 
to New York ; and from thence, what of it can be 
spared to be immediately forwarded to general Schuy* 
ler, by the convention of New York. 

Ordered, That the delegates for Pennsylvania do 
receive from the treasurers the gold and silver they 
have collected, in order that the same may be for- 
warded to general Schuyler, to-morrow moi'ning, under 
a proper guard. 

A tetter from the convention of New York, enclosing 
a proposal for procuring gunpowder, was taken into 
consideration, and referred to the secret committee. 

OCTOBER 10, 1775. 

Resolved, That the silver and gold collected be 
sent to general Schuyler, with an escort of four of the 
Kght horse of this city. 

Ad|]ouroed for an hour. 



EADEltl DIE. 

The President reported that he has despatched an 
eirpress to general Schuyler, with six thousand three 
hundred and sixty-four pounds, Pennsylvania curren- 
cy, in silver and gold, equal to sixteen thousand nine 
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hundred and seTenty dollars and two-thirds of a dollar, 
with an escort of four of the light horse. 



OCTOBER 16, 1775. -?^ 

Resolved, That Mr. Randolph and Mr. Hopkins 
be appointed to join Mr. J. Rutledge, in order to con- 
fer with Mr. J. Macpherson on the subject contained 
in his letter. 



OCTOBER 19, 1775. 

The committee appointed to confer with captain 
Macpherson reported, that they have executed that 
service; and, upon conversing with him, do appre- 
hend that the scheme he mentions in his letter is feasi- 
ble ; and that therefore it would be proper he should 
repair to the camp. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That captain Macpherson be requested 
immediately to repair to the camp at Cambridge, and 
confer with general Washington on the subject con- 
tained in his letter to Congress ; and that the commit- 
tee who conferred with him do prepare a letter to 
be sent by him to the general, and report the same. 

OCTOBER 20, 1775. 

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasu- « 
rers, in favour of captain John Macpherson, for three 
hundred dollars. 
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OCTOBER Se, 1776. 

It being repreddnted to Congress that a large cpianti- 
ty of blankets and shirts remain in the king's stores at 
New York- 
Resolved, That it be recommKoded to the convene 
tion of New York immediately to take possession of the 
said blankets and shirts, and forward so many of them 
as may be necessary to general Schuyler, for the use 
of the army under his command. 

NOVEMBER 8, mjb. 

Resolved, That the secret committee appointed to 
contract for the importation of arms, ammunition, &c. 
&c« be empowered to export to the foreign West In? 
dies, on account and risk of the continent, as much 
provision or any other produce, except horned cattl^^^ 
sheep, hogs and poultry, as they may deem necessary 
for the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur and 
salt petre. 

Resolved, That the committee of safety of Pennsyl- 
vania be requested to furnish the colony of New York 
with five hundred pounds of powder, and forward the 
same immediately to Dobb's ferry. That the conven- 
tion of New York give orders to receive it there, and 
send it as soon as possible to the fortresses in the high- 
lands. 

VOL* n B 
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NOVEMBER 9, 1775. 

Resolved, That every member of this Congress con- 
siders bunselfuoder the ties of virtue, honour, and love 
of his country, not to divulge, directly or indirectly, 
any matter or thit^ agitated or debated in Congress, 
before the same shall have been determined, without 
leave of the Congress ; nor any matter or thing deter- 
mined in Congress, which a majority of the Congress 
shall order to be kept secret. And that if any mem- 
ber shall, violate this agreement, he shall be expelled 
this Congress, and deemed an enemy to the liberties 
of America, and liable to be treated aa such ; and that 
every member signify his consent to this agreement by 
signing the same* 

NOVEMBER 10, 1775. 

The Congress resuming the consideration of the re- 
port of ihe committee on Nova Scotia — 

Resolved, That two persons be sent at the expense 
of these colonies, to Nova Scolia, (o inquire into the 
state of that colony ; the disposition of the inhabitants 
towards the American cause ; and the conditions of the 
JbrtiGcations, docks, yards, the quantity of artillery and 
warlike stores, and the number of soldiers, sailors, and 
ships of war there ; and transmit the earliest intelli- 
gence to general Washington. 

Resolved,, That general Washington be directed, in 
case he should judge it practicable and expedient, to 
«end into 4bat colony tiisufficicnt force to take away 
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the cannon and warlike stores, and to clestroy the 
docks, yards, and magazines, and to take or destroy 
any ships of war and transports there bebnging* to 
the enemy. 

NOVEMBER 29» .1775. 

After the resolution permitting Downham Newton to 
eiport provisions — 

Resolved, That the said Downhan^ Newton give 
bond, whh two suflftcient sureties, in a penalty equal to 
double the value of the cargo he shall have laden on 
board his vessel, the condition of which bond shall 
be, that the said Downham Newton shall, on or before 
the 15th day of February next, import into the port of 
Newbern, in the colony of North Carolina, and there 
deliver to the commanding officer of the continental 
troops in that colony, good muskets and bayonets, or 
gunpowder, to the full amount of the proceeds of such 
cargo; and that, on giving such bond, he shall receive 
from this Congress a permit, to be signed by the Presi- 
dent, allowing him to export said cargo. 

Resolved, That the executing the above business, 
and taking the bond from Downham Newton, be refer- 
red to the committee who brought in the reports 

Information being given to Congress that there is a 
large quantity of powder in the island of Providence- 
Ordered, That the foregoing committee take mea- 
sures for securing and bringing away the said powder ;: 
and that it be an instruction to the said committee^ 
in case they can secure said powder,, to have it 



brought into the port of Pbittdelphia, or to somt 
other port as near Philadelphia at can be with safety^ 

Resolved, That Bfr. Morris be added to the fore- 
going committee. 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the 
agents, brought in the same, which, being read and 
debated, was agreo) to. 

Ordered, That a fair copy be mack out, aigned and 
tor warded. 

N. B. Tbif and former letters to the agents in 
England, are in Mr» Hancock's (the Preatdeitt's) tetter 
book. 

DECEMBER 4, 1775. 

Information being given to Congress that major Stop* 
ford, notwithstanding his parole, is endeavouring to 
debauch the minds of the people — 

Ordered, That the delegates of New Jersey be di- 
rected to write to the committee of Trenton, and desire 
them to make inquiry into the conduct and behaviour 
of major Stopford, and the officers there, and make re. 
port to Congress. 

JANUARY 1, 1776. 

The committee to whom the letters from general 
Washington and the intercepted letters were referred, 
brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the seizing and securing the bar- 
racks and castle of St. Augustine will greatly contri- 
bute to the safety of these colonies ; therefore it is 



enmestly recommeDded to the colonies of South Caro- 
lioa, North Carolina and Georgia, to undertake the 
reduction of St. Augustine, if it be thought practica- 
We^ 

Re 8olvod| That a copy of the above resolution, to* 
gether with copies or extracts of such of the inter* 
cepted letters as tend to show the estate of the fort end 
ganrisoo at St« Augustine, be transmiued by express 
to Henry Middleton and John Rutledge, esquires/ 
members of Congress, to be by them laid before the 
committee directed to meet at CharlesCown; and in 
^ase the enterprise be judged practicable, that imme* 
diate preparations be made by the joint force of the 
said colonies, viz. South Carolina, North Carolina and 
Georgia, and ihe expedition be undertaken without 
delay, at Ihe ei^nse of ther United Colonies. 

JANUARY 3, 1776. 

Resolved, That the committee of safety of the coIo* 
ny of Pennsylvania be requested to furnish colonel 
Heard with two hundred pounds of gunpowder. 

JANUARY 17, 1776. . 

A letter from Messrs. P. Livingston, Alsop and 
Lewis, was read, informing that only four hundred and 
«ixty-two quarter casks of powder had arrived at 
New York. 
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JANUARY 24, 1776. 

An account of the repulse our troops met with in 
their attempt on Quebec, Ihe 3l8t December, 1775, 
published by Congress. 

The letters from Canada bring an account of an un- 
successful attempt made to gain possession of Quebec 
by storm, on the 31st December last, between the 
hours of two and seven in the morning. 

The general, finding his cannon too light to effect a 
breach, and that the enemy would not hearken to terms 
of capitulation, formed a design for carrying the town 
by escalade. In this he was encouraged by the exten- 
siveness of the. works and the weakness of the garri- 
son. When every thing was prepared, while he was 
waiting the opportunity of a snow storm to carry the 
design into execution, several men deserted to the 
enemy. His plan at first was to have attacked the 
upper and lower town at the same time, depending 
principally for success against the upper town. But 
discovering from the motions of the enemy, that they 
were apprized of his design, he altered his plan ; and 
having divided his little army into four detachments, 
ordered two feints to be made against the upper town, 
one by colonel Livingston, at the head of the Canadians, 
against St. John's gate ; the other by captain Brown, 
at the head of a small detachment, against Cape Dia- 
mond ; reserving to himself and colonel Arnold the 
two principal attacks against the lower town. 

At five o'clock, the hour appointed for the attack, 
the general, at the head of the New York troops, ad- 



vanced against the Ipwer town M AuBce de Mere* 
Beiog obliged to take a circuit, the signal for the at- 
tack was given, and the garrison alaroaed, before he 
reached the place. However, pressing on, he passed 
the first barrier, and was just opening to atteoipt the 
second, when, by the first fire from the enemy, he was 
unfortunately killed, together with his aid-de-camp, 
captain John MacpheriBon, captain Cheeseman, and 
two or three more. This so dispirited the men, that 
colonel Campbell, on whom the cominand, devolved, 
found himself Hinder the disagreeable necessity of 
drawing them off. 

In the mean while, colonel Arnpld, at. the head of 
about three hundred and fifty of those brave troops 
who with unparalleled fatigue had penetrated Canada 
under his command, and captain Lan^b's company of 
artillery, had 'passed through St. Roques, and ap- 
proached near a two gun battery, without being dis- 
covered. This he attacked ; and though it was well 
defended for about an hour, carried it with a loss of 
a number of men. In this attack colonel Arnold had 
the misfortune to have his leg splintered by a shot, 
and was obliged to be carried to the hospital. After 
gaining the battery, his detachment passed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of. By 
this time the enemy, relieved from the other attacks, 
by our troops being drawn off, directed their whole 
force against this detachment ; and a party sallying 
out from Palace gate, attaclced them in the rear. 



Thesit br^te meti luttaiin^ tke fero^ of ike #M« 
garrison for three hoars ; but finding themtelvei hem-* 
ified in, and no lioped of relief, they were obliged to 
yield to numbers, and the adtanlageous sitvtition the 
garrison had over them* 

No regular return is yet come to hand; but by the 
advices received, we learn, that our loss, ia killed and 
wounded, amounts to about sixty, and tl^ee hundred 
taken prisoners, who are treated very humanely. 
Among the slain are captain Hendrieks and lieutraaiiC 
Humphreys, of the riflemen, and lieutenant Coopei*. 

After this unfortunate repulse, the remainder of the 
army retired about three miles from the city, where 
they have posted themselves advantageously, and are 
continuing the blockade, waiting for reinfdrcements, 
which are now on their march to join them. 

Every possible mark of distinction Vas shbwn to 
the corp^eof general Montgomery, who was interred 
in Quebec, on the second January* 

PUBLISHED BV ORDER OF THE CONGRESS. 

The Letter to thi InhaMants of the Province of Canada. 

FRIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN, 

Our former address to you pointed out our rights 
lamd grievances, and the means we have in our power, 
and which we are authorized by the British constitu- 
tion to use, in the maintenance of the former, and to 
obtain a redress of the latter. 

We have also shown you, that your liberty, your 
honour, and your happiness, are essentially and neces- 
:«arily connected with the unhappy contest which we 



I»¥e hsen foifctd into f^^ iht (tefetitc df diif d^A^est 

We s^ uritii fi:v6t{>lne8iibb Joy tb^ fetdwfdble mem^ 
tier in wh^b ydit hate received ihe jtisl and equitable 
temotislranceB of your friends ami couhti-ymen, wbof 
have no other views than those of strengthening and 
ftstabtwbi^ the came of liberty^ The selrices you 
hara already r^idered the eomtn^n ca^^e de»eHre oin^ 
aekmmkdgmMtSy and we feel the jdst obligation you^ 
conduct has impoaed on us to tnake our sei'Ticei re- 
eipfooaL 

The best of causes hrt subject to vicissitudea ; and 
disappointments have eve^ been iifievitable. Such in 
tbe lot «f human nature* Biit generous ^ouls^ ei^ 
ligfatefied and warti>ed with the sacred fire of liberty, 
bccooie more resolttte, a^ difteufiiei inerefase; acicl 
Inrnfount with in^ststible ardour eyety obstacle thai 
•tands between tbeai and the farourite object of lheii> 
wisbea. 

We will nerer abandon you 16 tbe unrelenttrkg fin^y 
ef yoUr and our enemies. Two battalldris have already 
received orderi^ to inarch to Canada, a part of #bith 
are now on their route* Six ^niditiohal Witalions 
are raiatng in the United l^tates for tbe same service, 
and will receive orders to proceed t6 your province; as 
soon as possible. The whole of these troops will pro- 
bably arrive in Canada before the ministerial army, 
under general Carlton, can receive any succours. 
Exclusive of the forces beforementioned, ^e have di- 
rected, that measures be immediately taken to embody 
tw0 regiments in your country. Your assistance in tbe 
support and preservation of American liberty affordd 
vot. I. 6 
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uf the mo&t nciDsible satUfaction.; and we flaUer oar- 
•elves that you will seize with zeal and eagerness the 
favourable moment to co-operate in tb^ success of so 
glorious an enterprise. And if more considerable 
forces Should become requisite, they shall not fail 
being sent. 

At this period you mu«t be convinced that nothing 
is so essential to guard our interests and liberty as 
efficacious measures to combine our nMtual foetes,in 
order that, by such a union of succour and counsels, 
we may be able to baffle the endeavours of an enemy 
who, to weaken, may attempt, to divide us. To this 
effect we advise and exhort you to establish associa- 
tions, in your different parishes, of the same nature 
with those which have proved so. salutary to. the United 
Colonies ; to elect deputies to form a provincial assem- 
bly; and that said assembly be instructed tofappoint 
delegates to represent them in this Congress. We 
flatter ourselves with the prospect "of the happy mo- 
ment when the standard of tyranny shall no longer 
appear in this land ; and we live in full hopes that it 
will never hereafter find shelter in North America. 

Signed in the name and by order of Congress. 
JOHN HANCOCK, President. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 24, 1776. 



FEBRUARY 26, 1776. 

Resolved, That Monsieur Mesplet, printer, be en- 
gaged to go to Canada, and there set up his press, and 
carry on the printing business ; and the Congress 
engage to defray the expense of transporting him and 
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bis famtlj and printing utensib to Canada ; and will 
moreover pay him the sum of two hundred dollars. 



APRIL 15, 1776. 

Resolved, That the committee for fortifying ports 
be empowered to write in the name of the Congress, 
to general Washington, and request him to send a 
proper person to examine such ports on the coast of 
New England as they shall direct, and report 
thereon. 

That the said committee be empowered to employ 
, proper pei*sons to examine the several ports and har- 
bours on the coast between New York and Delaware 
Bay, and between Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, 
and to the southward. 

APRIL 29, 1776. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to consi- 
der the stale of Indiaa affairs, in the middle depart- 
ment, be instructed to prepare a plan of an expedi- 
tion against fort Detroit, and an estimate of the ex- 
pense. 

MAY 3, 1776. 

The committee appointed to prepare an estimate 
of the expense of an expedition against fort Detroit, 
brought in their report, which was read : Whereupon, 

The Congress took into consideration the report of 
the committee on general Washington's letter of the 



191b AiN*!] I nod, afUr «aQAe defanei \he bith^r consi- 
derttion tbepQof waa postponed* 



MAY S«,, 1 776. 

The committee appoiiited to eonfer wild his exceU 
lency general Washington, major general Gates and 
brigadier general Mifflin, touching the most propet 
posts and measures to be taken for preventing the ene- 
ny^s communication with the upper country from Cana- 
da, and such other measures as tend to secure the 
{foinifters, brought in their report, which was taken into 
consideration ; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That it is of the highest importance that 
post be taken at Decbambeau, and that the same 
be fortified; that works be likewise erected on the 
islands in the river St. Lawrence, at the mouth of the 
river Sorrel, as well to keep open the communication 
between Dechambeau and St. John's, as to prevent 
the enemy^s passing to the upper country, should the 
forces of the United Colonies be compelled to retreat 
from Dechambeau. 

That it is highly expedient to engage the Indians iti 
the service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the re- 
port be postponed till Monday next. 

MAY, 28, 1776. 

The commrttee appointed to confer with the gene- 
rals, brought in a further report, which was read : 
Whereupon, 



K«solved, That.an animated address be^blished to 
vnpreM the minds of ike peeple with the neeesstty of 
90W stepping forward to save their couotry, iheir free^ 
dom, and property. 

That a committee of four be appoialed to prepare 
the 6aid address. 

- The members chosen-** Mr* Jefferson, Mr, Wythe, 
Mr^ S. Adams, and Mr* Rutledge. 

MAY 30, 1776. 

An extract of a letter from a gentleman in Bermuda^ 
dated the 26th April, and continued to the 1st May, to 
a gentleman in Philadelphia, was presented to Con* 
gress, and read- 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee for 
examining the most proper ports to be fortified. 

JUNE 3, 1776. 

Resolved, That the general be empowered to em- 
ploy in Canada a number of Indians, not exceeding two 
thousand. 

JUNE 6, 1776. 

Resolved, Ths^t the standing committee for Indian 
affairs be directed to devise ways and means for car- 
rying into effect the resolution of the third of this 
month, empowering the general to employ in Canada 
a number of Indians, not exceeding two thousand.. 

The committee to whom was referred aa extract of 
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a letter from a gentleman in Bermuda, dated 26th 
April, and continued to May' 1st, to a gentleman in 
Philadelphia, brought in their report, which was read ; 
and the same being taken into consideration — 

Resolved, That the secret committee be instructed 
forthwith to fit out two fast sailing vessels, and load 
them with provisions, to be sent immediately to supply 
the inhabitants of the islands of Bermudas ; and that 
the committee of secret correspondence be directed to 
take such measures as they may think proper, by those 
vessels, to discover the state of those islands and the 
disposition of their inhabitants ; and that the marine 
committee be instructed to take such measures as they 
may think proper for purchasing, manning, arming, and 
fitting at the said islands, two sloopa of war for the ser- 
vice of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report lie on 
the table for consideration. 

JUNE 17, 1776. 

Resolved, That the general to be sent into Canada 
be directed tQ view " Point Au fer,'' and to order a 
fortress to be erected there, if he should think pro- 
per. 

Resolved, That general Washington be permitted 
to employ the Indians whom he may take into the ser- 
vice of tl^e United Colonies, pursuant to a resolution of 
Congress of the 25th of May last, in any place where 
he shall judge they will be most useful ; and that be 
be adthorized to ofier them a reward of onq hundred 
dollars for every commissioned officer, and thirty dol- 
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lars for every pri irate soldier, of the king's troops, that 
they shall take prisoners in the Indian coantry, or on 
the frontiers of these colonies. 



JUNE 24, 1776. 

The committee appointed to consider what harbours 
are proper to be fortified, brought in their report, which 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the said committee be empowered 
to draw on the treasurers for a sum of money to defray 
the expenses of surveying and examining the ports* 

JULY 8, 1776. 

Resolved, That general Washington have permis* 
sion to call forth and engage in the service of the Unit- 
ed States, so many of the Indians of the St. John's, 
Nova Scotia, and Penobscot tribes, as be shall judge 
necessary; and that he be desired to write to the 
General Court of the Massachusetts Bay, requesting 
their aid in this business, and informing them that Con- 
gress will reimburse such expenses as may be necessa- 
rily incurred in consequence of the foregoing resolu* 
lions. 

JULY II, 1776. 

Congress are so fully persuaded of the necessity of 
protecting the frontiers of New York from the incur- 
sions of the enemy, that they recommend that busjness 
to general Schuyler's immediate attention ; and direct 



(hat, if the situfttton of affairs will ddmH of it, lie take 
proper ateps for erecting a fort at Oawego, and build-' 
ing galleys on lake Ontario, and puraere auch other 
measures as may be best ^tted to answer the views of 
Congress. 

That posts be taken and forts erected at Presque 
Isle, Le Beuf, and Kittannlng ; and that a battalion be 
raised to erect and garrison the same* That the tooh 
missioners or Indian affairs in the middle deparUdeiH 
be directed to inquire what naval force on lake £rie 
will be necesBSfy to secure to the United Staler the 
command of the navigation pf that lake ; and report 
the result of their inquiry as soon as possible to Con- 
gress. 

JULY 17, 1776. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the 1 f th 
of this month ^^ to make strict inqairy,^ &t^ be direct^ 
ed.to apply to the convention of Pennsylvania, now Btu 
ttng, and request them to^ appoint a select committee 
of their body to confer with them on a matter of im* 
portance relating to that state. 

JULY 19, 1776. 

Resolved, That the declaration passed on the 4lh 
be fairly engrossed on parchment, with the title and 
style of — '^ The Unanimous Declaration or the 
" Thirteen United States op America ;" and that 
the same, when engrossed, be signed by every member 
of Congress. 



AUGUI^ 2, 1776. 

Tbe bichtMdti of Ibid^i^^f^d^nce being engrossed, 
inSi tbonlpa^d at! iM t'^tfl^, wai signed by the mem- 
1)er^; 

R^dlV^d, That (Ee i6tv^i doiillmittee b^ empowered 
to contract with Mr. Mirtle for the importation of goods 
to the amount of thinly thousand pounds sterling, at 
his risk, and fifteen thousand pounds sterling at the 
ri^ elf m Uhit^d St^t^s of Ao^^rica, for the pubfick 
g^^ice. Tbat the nittfid^ coiiiniitte^ be emfpoWered 
id pntehhs^ a swfft ssiilin^ Vdssel t6' be ^mpfdy^d hf 
^^ seiM cbkntelittQe in rmportfifig i^siid goods. 

jJOtEliiBEIt ^i, 1776. 

Resolvedy That a committee of three be appointed 
to f>rocure a translation^ into the German language, of 
the treaty between the courts of London and Hesse^ 
for troops to be employed in America. 

That the said committee be fully authorized to pur- 
sue means the most effectual in their judgment for com- 
municating to the Hessians the said treaties, and for 
a^complisbinf the views of Congress in tbeir resolves 
of the 14th and 27th of Augtist last.. 

The meiAbcrs chosen — Mr. Wilson, Mr. R. H. Lee, 
and Mn Si Adam's. 
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DECEMBER 2, 177B. 

Resolved, That the committee for establishing ex- 
presses be directed to send colonel Stewart, or any 
other officer, express to general Lee, to know where 
and in what situation |^e and the army with him are. 



DECEMBER 27, 1776. 

Resolved, That the commiitee of Congress at Phi- 
ladelphia be desired to contract with proper persons 
f^r erecting at Carlisle, in Pennsylvania, a magazine 
sufficient to contain ten thousand stand of arms,. and 
two hundred tons of gunpowder ; and also for erecting 
an elaboratory adjacent to sqch magazine. 

That the council of Massachusetts Bay be desired 
to contract with proper persons for erecting, in the 
town of Brookfield in that state, ^a magazine sufficient 
to contain ten thousand stand of arms, and two hundred 
tons of gunpowder, and also for erecting an elaborato- 
ry adjacent to such magazine. 

JANUARY 7, 1777. 

Congress resolved itself into a committee of Xfae 
whole, to take into, consideration a prx^position for set- 
ting on foot an expedition against Nova Scotia; and 
after some time spent thereon, the President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Nelson reported, 

That the committee have come to a resolution which 
be was ready to report. 
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Ordered, That the report be received. 
The report being received and read — 
Ordered, That it He on the table tiH to*morrow.^ 



JANUARY 8, 1777- ' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report 
froDi the committee of the whole \ which was agreed 
to as follows : 

Resolved, That the council of the state of Massachtti- 
setts Bay be desired to attend to the situation of the 
enemy in the provincie of Nova Scotia ; and if theji^ 
are of opinion, that an advantageous attack, in the 
course of the wmter, or early in the spring, may be 
made on fort Cumberland and the said province, 
whereby the enemy's dock yard and other works, with 
sucb stores as cannot be speedily removed, can be de- 
stroyed, they are hereby empowered to conduct the 
same in behalf of these United States ; to raise, sub* 
sist and pay a body of men, not exceeding three 
thousand, under such officers as they shall appoint for 
carrying on the said expedition ; and for this purpose 
to provide suitable magazines of military and other 
stores, and convey them to such of the eastern ports 
of the said state as they shall think best. And they 
are desired to conduct this affair in the most secret 
manner that the nature of such an ei^terprise will ad- 
mit, and to apply to Congress for a sum of money suf*-^ 
ficient to accomplish the design which they may form, 
relative thereto. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be sent by ex- 
press to the council of M^i^sachusetts Bay ; and that. 



general Washjogtop hp iafonpe^ th^rj^pf ; an4 tluft the 
Slid resoIutioDi and a)) (Rebates bad (bereoiii h^ l^ept 
secret till tbiB further prdef of Popgresq* 

. APRIL 25, 1777. 

A petition from Robert Foster, of the county of 
Cumberland, in Nova Scotia^ with sundry papers eq- 
closed, was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the |)oard of 
war. 



IHAV 13, 1777. 

The board of war to whom their report on the pe- 
tition from some inhabitants of Nova Scotia was re- 
committed, brought in a report, which was taken into 
consideration : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the council of Massachusetts Bay 
be requested to consider the case of the inhabitants 
of Cumberland and Sunbury counties, in Nova Scotia^ 
who are sufferers by their attachment to the American 
cause *, and to devise and put in execution, at conti- 
nental expense, such measures as the said council 
shall think practicable and prudent, for the relief of 
the said sufferers; and to enable such of them as may 
be desirous of removing to a place of greater safety, 
to bring off their families and effects. And tjie said 
council is hereby authorized to raise a number of men, 
if necessary, for that service, not exceeding five hui\- 
dred, in such places as will least interfere with the 
raising their quota of troops for the continental army. 



^ ■ 

JULY 3, 1777. 

The cpipq[ij((e^ tp vrhpin the IfsUer from Payid H^II 
§ffd pthers, ^ith the papers ^pQippanying the laKQe, 
iferp rpferrp^, ^ eported-r- 

I'bftt they haye attended ^o the baslq^ss; given them 
|n charge, ^^d I^s^ve received the folIq\ving informa- 
tion : 

^^ T^bat a considerable part of the inhabitants of 
" §ap^e^ county, in ^be ^t^te of Pelaware, have, ever 
" since the commencement qf the present controversy 
<' with Qr^at ^ritajp, acted mi enemies tp the American 
" Ci^||8f9, and are now unfriendly and dis^^ected to the 
^' CQi)sti(ution and goviprnment of th^t state, and to the 
^< iQC|ependence of the United States ; that an open 
'^ ^nd avowed intercourse has been kept up by the 
^^ disaffected in the county aforesaid with the British 
"ships of war, by ipe^ns of which intelligence has 
" from tin^e to time been given, and frequent supplies 
" of prov^ions haye been afforded to the enemies of 
'> the United States ; tH&t the disaffected in the said 
" county keep up a constant correspondence with those 
" of the same character in the counties of Worcester 
" and Somers^et, in the state of Maryland ; that some 
"of them have promised to conduct British s.ailors to 
^' tbe houses of the well affected, that they might be 
" taken ; that it is probable that enterprises of this 
"kind will be attempted to be put in execution ; that 
^one person has already been taken in this 'way, and 
" put in irons ; that considerable numbers of men have 
" been recri^ited for the enemy in Sussex county, and 
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*' have been sent to New York ; that the militia ofll- 
*' cers in that county have generally resigned, and 
*^ the laws of the state of Delaware for punishing trea« 
** sons and disaffection are rendered altogether inef* 
^< fectual by the insolence, and the numbers of the 
^' disaffected ; that a very large sum of counterfeit con- 
*^ tinental money has been brought from the enemy's 
*' ships into the said county, part of which has been 
^< circulated among the inhabitants ; that there is the 
'* greatest reason to apprehend that if the enemy were 
'^ to gain the smallest advantage over the army of the 
'< United States, and the English fleet should appear 
'^ upon the coasts, there would be a general insurrec- 
*Mion in that county in favour of the British king ; 
''that in May last the president of the state of Dela- 
*' ware sent commissioners to inquire into the state of 
" the county of Sussex, and ordered them to make re- 
** port of any treasonable practices they might be 
'^ able to discover Among the inhabitants t>f the said 
'^ county ; that a report mentioning the disaffection and 
" treasonable practices which the said commissioners, 
" from the best information tRey could receive, and 
'^ such observations as they had an opportunity of mak- 
" ing, believed to prevail in the said county, was ac- 
^'cordingly made; that the. assembly of the state of 
" Delaware met a few days after the report was made, 
*' but adjourned without any proceedings being had 
" thereon :" Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the regiment of continental troops 
now in the state of Maryland, under the command olf 
colonel Richardson, be immediately ordered to march 
into the county of Sussex, in the state of Delaware,* 
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ta overaweanddisarmlbe disaffected in that county; 
to put. a stop to the intercourse which they carry on 
with, the eoemy^ by securing all the water craft, and 
by every, other measure which colonel Richardson 
shall deem necessary ; and to apprehend, detain, and 
secure the leaders in such highly criminal practices. 



AUGUST 19, 1777. 

Congress taking into consideration the letter from 
governour Henry, of Virginia, to the delegates of that 
state in Congress, representing the behaviour of lieu- 
tenant colonel Carrington, of colonel Harrison's corps 
of artillery — 

Resolved, That the behaviour of lieutenant colonel 
Carrington towards governour Henry, as set forth in 
the governour's letter of the 8th instant to the dele- 
gates of Virginia, is highly indecent and reprehensi- 
ble ; and that unless the said lieutenant colonel Car- 
rington, in the space of five days after being notified 
of this' resolution, make such concessions to the gover- 
nour as he and the countil of that state shall approve 
of, colonel Carrington be dismissed from the service 
of the United Stages. 

See act twenty-third May, 17781. 

NOVEMBER 29, 1777. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to procure a translation to be made of the articles of 
confederation into the French language ; and to report 
an address to the inhabitants of Canada, inviting them 
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ia accede td tbe utAon of these stftt€f8» Thtt tiki saM 
isommittee hk fdnifer directed, to ripoH n plan for fa- 
cilitating tbe distribution of tbe said articles thd Hd^ 
dreaa; and for cdnciliatihg tbe affections oftbeOana- 
dtans towards (liese Unitdd States^ 

The meinbers cbosen-^Mr* Duer, Mr. LoteN and 
Mr. F. L. Lee* 



DECEMBER 3, 1777. 

Instructions to the Oon^missioners for Indian Affairs^ 
in the Northern Department. 

The glorious successes of our arms in tbe noi'tby and 
the severe chastisement whicb the unfrieiidljr Indians 
liave received, will dispose tbe Sit jNations to dread 
our resentment and to value our pi'otdctton. While 
they are under these impreissions will be (he proper 
season to urge them to sotne dedisive enterprise which 
will effectually tie them to our cause, and promote tbe 
publick service. Congress hav^ therefore sent them 
a speech, which is to be communicated to thcf different 
nations ; and their feeling^ upon it attentively watched, 
and every possible advantage derived to the States 
from favourable circumstance!. 

Congress at present have two great objects in view 
from their assistance. 

First. As the Ottawas, Chippawas, Wiandots and 
Miogoes, at Pluggy's town, are now actually carrying 
on a predatory war against the inhabitants of the wes- 
tern frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania, the Six 
Nations are to be prevailed irpon to oblige them im- 
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' mediiately to desist. In case of refusal, to declare 
war against them, and surprise and destroy their 
towns. If (he latter plan should be agreed to, ihey 
will be aided by general Hand, should that be con- 
venient. 

Second, They are (o be induced to surprise Niaga* 
ra ; which will be practicable, if the Senecas heartily 
embrace the measure, and it is conducted with pru- 
dence and secrecy. 

These are capital objects, in the execution of which 
great circumspection is necessary, and especially in 
broaching them to the Indians. And they therefore 
will demand the utmost attention of the commissioners. 

Resolved, That Mr. Duane be requested to confer 
with the commissioners for Indian affairs in the nor- 
thern department ; and to give them every aid and 
assistance in his power in their deliberations, confe- 
rences, and treaties with the Indians. 

Whereas the destroying the enemy's shipping at St. 
John's, or elsewhere, on lake Cbamplain, during the 
winter season, is an enterprise of the utmost impor- 
tance, and there being a great prospect of success, pro* 
vided it can be conducted with prudence, resolution 
and secrecy : — Therefore, 

Resolved, That James Duane, esquire, delegate from 
New York, who has leave of absence, and is about to 
return home, be authorized and directed, in a personal 
conference, to communicate the entierprise to brigadier 
general Stark, who is appointed to the command, and 
(o consider with him of the best and most practicable 
ipeans for its accomplishment. 
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That brigadier general Stark be authorized, with 
the utmost secrecy, to select or raise a competent num- 
ber of volunteers for this service ; and to receive from 
the commanding officer of the northern department a 
sufficient quantity of military stores, carriages, and 
provisions, or, if more convenient, to hire carriages, 
and to purchase provisions; and that the sum of five 
thousand dollars for those and other contingent ex- 
penses be advanced, out of the military chest in the 
said department, to him or his order,' for the expipndi- 
ture whereof he is to be accountable. 

That if the enterprise prove successful, Ihe suqa of 
twenty thousand dollars shall be paid to the said bri- 
gadier general Stark, and his officers and men, to be 
divided among them in proportion as the pay of conti- 
nental officers and men bears to each other, as a re- 
ward for iheir services, and in full satisfaction of all 
wages and claims, or in such proportions, more advan- 
tageous to the privates, as the general and his officers 
shall ascertain* But if stipulated wages should be 
preferred to the chance of such reward, the general 
shall be at liberty to retain the officers and men at 
dodble continental pay and rations, during the expedi- 
tion, in consideration of the inclemency of the season 
and the importance of the service. 

That brigadier general Stark be engaged lo keep 
secret the said enterprise, and not to communicate it, 
until the nature of the operation shall render it ne- 
cessary. 

That a warrant in the words following, subscribed 
by the President, be transmitted to general Stark : 
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*^ In Congress^ Yorklown, December 3, 1777. 

^^ Whereas brigadier general Stark is appointed to 
'' command a secret expedition during tht; winter sea- 
" son, you are therefore directed and required, upon 
" his order, to supply him with such sums of money, 
''not exceeding five thousand dollars, and such car- 
*' riages, military stores, and provisions, as he may 
" require, taking his vouchers for the same, and for 
''which he is to be accountable by order of Con- 
" gress. 

" To the Commanding Officer, Paymaster, Quar- 
'* termaster, and Commissaries of Stores and Pro* 
" visions in the Northern Department." 

That if, from any unforeseen accident, general 
Stark shall be unable, or unwilling^ to engage in the 
said enterprise, the commanding officer in the northern 
department be, in such case, authorized and directed, 
to appoint some other brave and diligent officer to the 
said command ; and that the officer so commanding 
shaTl have the same powers, and, with the officers and 
men, the same reward or pay as are before proposed. 

That all officers in the service of the United States 
be required, and all civir officers and others requested, 
to give every aid and assistance in their power for 
forwarding and securing the success of the said enter- 
prise. 

Congress proceeded to the election of two commis- 
lidners foir auditing claims at the board of treasury ; 
and the ballots being taken, 
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James Milligan and William Turnbull, eiquiref, 
^ivcre elected. 



DECEMBER 4, 1777. 

Resolved, That the commissioners for Indian affairs, 
in the northern department, be authorized to offer the 
Indians, whom they may engage to undertake the re- 
duction of the fort and garrison of Niagara, such re* 
ward, whether of money, or goods, as they may think 
adequate to the purpose, having in contemplation a9 
well the economy necessary to be observed, as the 
importance of the object ; and, for this purpose, that 
they may have authority to draw on the military chest 
in the northern department for a sum not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars ; and also to receive out of the 
publick stores in the northern department such a rea- 
sonable quantity of ammunition for the use of the said 
nation as may, in the opinion of the said commis- 
sioners, be necessary to promote the publick service* 

Resolved, That if the commissioners for Indian af- 
fairs in the northern department cannot engage the In- 
dians to undertake the enterprise against Niagara, un* 
less a promise is previously made that the fort, if 
taken, shall be entirely dismantled ; in such case they ; 
be authorized to make this convention. 

JANUARY 28, 1778. 

Resolved, That the marquis de la Fayette, or the 
general officer commanding the irruption into Canada, ' 
be furnished with bills of exchange, drawn by the 



m^ DOMESnCE AfTAIRS; 61 

President of Congress on the comimssioners of the 
United States in France, to the amount of thirty tboiH 
sand French livres. The said suni to he by him ap- 
plied in such manner, as his own prudence may sug- 
gest, and the exigences of affairs shall render condu- 
cive to the publick interest. 

FEBRUARY 2, 1778. 

A report from the board of war was read : Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That general Washington be informed, 
that in compliance with the request of the marquis de 
la Fayette, Congress are willing that major general 
M*Dougal should proceed on the intended incursion 
into Canada, if the state of his health will admit of it ; 
but if not, that the baron de Kalb be directed to follow 
the marquis on the said expedition, in case general 
Washington shall think it proper. That i( is not, 
however, the intention of Congress that the marquis 
should be detained, till general M^DougaPs intention 
can be known, as the success of the expedition de- 
pends upon its being executed without loss of tiine. 

That in compliance with the request of the marquis 
de la Fayette, comipi^sions be granted to the follow- 
ing French gentlemen, who have produced to the 
board of war credentials of their rapk and military 
merit in the French service, and are moreover recom- 
mended by the marquis to be employed under him, 
agreeably to their respective ranks, in the intended 
incursion into Canada ; the said officers to be appoint- 
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ed to the'<i6tfirfiftnd only of such CabadiaWssWy be* 
eittbodied in Canada : viz. 

Monsieur Jimat, at presetit aid- de-camp to the mdr- 
qiiis de la Fayette, to be appointed Lieutenant colonel ; 

Mr. de Vrigny to be appointed Lieutenant colonel ; 

Chevalier de Pont Gibant, Major ; 

Mr. de Sigonie, - - Captain ; 

Mr. de Lomagne, - Captain ; 

Baron du Frey, - - Captain. 



FEBRUARY 7, 1778. 

It being represented to Congress that lieutenant 
colonel Fie wry, whom the marquis de la Fayette is 
desirous of taking with him into Canada, is not able to 
proceed on the journey for want of a horse, be having 
lost three hordes in different actions during the course 
of last campaign — 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
faVour of lieutenant colonel Flewry for two hundred 
ddllars. « 

FEBRUARY U, 1778. 

Resolved, That major de Buisson, who is going into 
Canada^ be promoted to the rank of lieutenant tolo- 
nel; to be appointed to the Command only of such Ca- 
nadiani 'astnay be embodied in Canada. 

FEBRUARY 16, 1778. 
Ordered, That the letter of the lltb from the com- 
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jnittee at cattip, respecting the irruption info Canadt, 
be referred to the bpard of war, who are directed U> 
jreport specially thereon, and to lay before Congress a 
copy of the orders given to the officers cominaDdiog 
the irruption. 

FEBRUARY 23, 1778. 

Sundry letters and papers being transmitted to Con- 
gress by the board of war, the same were read. 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of 
four ; and that the committee collect the best informa- 
tion they can relative to the irruption into Canada, 
and lay the same before Congress as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The members chosen — Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Ellery, and Mr. M^Kean. 

FEBRUARY 24, 1778. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters 
and papers from the board of war, brought in a re- 
port, which was taken into consideration: Whck'e- 
upon. 

Resolved, That the board of war instruct the mar- 
quis de la Fayette, who is charged with an expedition, 
or irruption into Canada, that considering the length 
of the route into that country in an inclement season, 
he be particularly attentive to have his men well 
clothed, and so supplied with provisions as effectually 
to guard against any misfortune, which might happen 
for want of these necessary articles ; and in case he 
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shall fail of obtaining forces, which fie shall judge 
competent, or supplies sufficient for them, that be 
carefully attend to these contingencies, and regulate 
his conduct according to the probability of success, 
without exposing his troops to any very great, or 
very apparent hazard ; and report the reasons of his 
conduct to the board of war and to Congress. 



MARCH 2, 1778. 

The committee to whoip were referred the letters 
and papers from the board of war, respecting the 
northern department, brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration ; and thereupon Congress 
came to the following resolution. 

Whereas, it appears from authenticlc accounts, that 
difficulties attend the prosecution of the irruption or- 
dered to be made into Canada under the conduct of 
Ae marquis de la Fayelte, which render the attempt 
not only hazardous in a high degree, but extremely im* 
prudent — 

Resolved, That the board of war instruct the mar- 
quis de la Fayette to suspend, for the present, the in- 
tended irruption ; and at the same time inform him» 
that Congress entertain a high sense of his prudence, 
activity and zeal; and that they are fully persuaded 
nothing has, or would have been wanting on his part, 
or on the part of the officers who accompanied himi 
to give the expedition the utmost possible eflfect. 
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MARCH 13, 1778. 

Whereas Congress have judged it proper that the 
irruption ordered to be made into Canada should be 
suspended, and have directed the board of war to in- 
struct the marquis de la Fayette to that purpose ; and 
whereas it appears that the service and pcesence of 
the marquis de la Fayette and the baron de Kalb are 
necessary at the grand army — 

Resolved, That general Washington be authorized 
to order major general the marquis de la Fayette, and 
major general the baron de Kalb, to join the main army 
without delay. 

MARCH 14, 1778. 

A letter of the 13th from the board of war was read, 
recommending major Mullens, aid-de-camp of general 
Conway, to have a commission of lieutenant colonel to 
command in Canada only, as was ordered respecting 
other foreign oflScers lately gone to the northward. 

Question put to agree thereto, passed in the nega* 
live. 

APRIL 10, 1778. P.M. 

A motion was made to adjourn, it being 10 o'clock* 
Question put, nine states being present. 
While the states were calling, Mr. Burke, repre- 
senting the state of North Carolina, after voting in the 
affirmative, declared the states might vote as they 
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;{:^Iea8ed, lie would opoo^ his bonour adjourn bimaelf; 
^and thereupon he .immecliately withdrew, by which 
means Congress could not proceed to business. 

'Mr. Langworthy, the delegate representing Georgia, 
having also withdrawn — ' 

• Ordered, That the messenger wait on the members, 
and desire them t<) attend Congress. 
1 The messenger returned, and reported, That he had 
delivered the message of Congress to the members. 
That Mr. Langworthy replied he would return pre- 
sently. That Mr. Burke replied, '^ Devil take him if 
^^he woiild come-^vit was -too lato and loo unreason- 
"able.^ 

Mr. Langworthy attended, and declared that when 
he withdrew, he thought Congress was adjourned ; and 
under that opinion he withdrew. 

Adjourned tod o^clockj tonnorrow. 

XPRlLll, 1778. 

A motion -was made, that the minute inade by the 
secretary last evening, relative to (he manner in which 
Congress was prevented from .proceeding on business^ 
be entered on the journal as of last evening* 

Whereupon it was moved, that the consideration of 
this matter be j^os^poned to Mondaj Jiext. And the 
yeas and nays being required — 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Dana, 
Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell^ 

Rhode Island^ Mr. Ellerj, Ay. ^Ar- 




fm.j 
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Connecticttty 

New Yorkj 
New Jersey,, 
Pennsylvaniav 

Maryland, 

Virginia,. 
North Carolina,. 

South Carolina, 

Georgfa, 



Mr. Huntington, No. > ^^ 
" -^ No. 5,^^-^ 



Mr. Dyer, 
MT.^Duer,^. 
Mr. Scudder, 



Mr. Reed, 

Mr. Koberdeau^ No, 

Mr. J. B» Smith, No J 



No. ^x 
No. )^No. 
Ay.; 



Mr. Chase^ 
Mr« ForbeSj 
Mr. Henry, 



No.; 

No. 

Ay.< 



No.^ 



No;. 



Mr. F. L. Lee gave no answer.. 

Mc. Harnet) - Ay. 

Mr. Burke gaveno answer. .- 



Mt. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 



No. 
No. 



::1no. 

Mr. Lang,wortliy, Ajr. )>-Ay. 



So it passed" in the negative. 

The minute being read and amended — 

Ordered, That the same, as amended, be enteredoiv- 
the journat'as of last evening.. 

Ordered, That Mr. Burke be furnished with" a copy 
of the mmute relative to the manner in which Con* 
gress was last evening prevented from proceeding Ott 
business; and that he be allowed till Monday next la- 
answer. 

Mr. Burke having, in the course of the debistte tbis^ 
morning upon his conduct tast evening, declared,. 
" That he will: notsubmil to a tyranny of a majority of 
^ this Congress, which weuld kee^r him here at unrea^ 



•• SECRET JOURNAL. [April 11, 

<^ sonable hours ; that he wished to know the power of 
^' Congress over their members ; that he will attend at 
" times he thinks reasonable, but will not attend at 
'^ times he thinks unreasonable, unless by force on his 
" person"— He admitted the answer reported by the 
messenger ; but, that on his absence last evening, the 
members ceased to be a body, and therefore he was 
guilty of no rudeness to Congress ; and if be was 
guilty of an affront, it was to individual members, and 
required another kind of apology; that he was not 
convinced he had done any wrong ; was not disposed 
to make any kind of apology ; and if he had been 
guilty of improper behaviour, he will answer to his 
'state. That he was yesterday evening unwell, and not 
able to attend without prejudice to his health. 

Ordered, That Mr. Burke be furnished with a copy 
of the foregoing expressions, used by him in the course 
of the debate, and minuted ; and that he be aIlov<ed 
to Monday next to answer thereto. 

EADEMDIE. P.M. 

The member from North Carolina having offered a 
paper to Congress, as his answer to the charge against 
him^ a debate thereon ensued, in which the same mem- 
ber, having made use of expressions which were deem- 
ed exceptionable, as charging Congress with a combi- 
nation against him, he was called to order; whereupon 
he said, '^ I do believe, that that gentleman from New 
*^ York and others, are in a combination against me in 
" this business." These words being taken down, 
and read by the President, the member from North 
Carolina acknowledged they were truly taken down. 
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APRIL 24, 1778. 

Mn Burke, a member from North Carolina, moved^ 
as his right, to return an anpwer in writing to the 
charges against him for his conduct and expressions 
which gave offence to the house, and that his answer 
be entered on the journal. 

On the question put, Whether it is the right of the 
member to return his answer in the manner demand- 
ed, and whether it shall be entered on the journal — 

Resolved in the negative. 

Resolved, That Mr. Burke be heard in his place. 

Mr. Borke being heard, and sundry witnesses ex- 
amined relative to the sending the messenger, and the 
delivery . of the message, &c. which passed out of 
Congress — 

Amotion was made on the conduct and expressions 
of Mr. Burke. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a commit- 
tee of three. 

The members chosen — Mr. Chase, Mr. Dana, and 
Mr. Drayton. 



APRIL 25, 1778. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion 
made yesterday, respecting the conduct and expres- 
sions of Mr. Burke, brought in a report, which was 
agreed to as follows : 

Congress taking into consideration the mjnutes of 
the behaviour of Mr. Burke in the house, on the even- 
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ing of the tenth of April instant, of his answer that 
evening by their messenger, and of his conduct in the 
house the next day ; and the said minutes being read, 
Mr. Burke being heard in his place, and witnesses 
examined, it appears to Congress, and they accord- 
ingly 

Resolved, That the manner rn which Mr. Burke 
withdrew, on the evening of the tenth instant, was 
disorderly and contemptuous; and that the answer 
then returned by him was indecent. That tbe princi>- 
pie upon which he has attempted to justify his with* 
drawing from the house is dangerous, because it 
strikes at the very .existence of the house, and, as in 
the present case actually happened, would enable a 
single member to put an instant stop to the most im^ 
portant proceedings of Congress. That his charge 
against the member from New York and others, of a 
combination ^against hkn, not having been even at- 
tempted by him to be supported by evidence ; there*- 
fore, it appears to be afirontive and groundless. 

Ordered, That a copy of the minutes, and of the 
proceedings respecting Mr. Burke, be transmitted to 
the assembly of North Carolina. 

APRIL 29, 1778. 

The committee appointed to prepare proposals to 
such foreign ofTicers and soldiers as incline to become 
citizens of America, brought in a report, which being 
read and amended, was agreed to as follows : 
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To the oflScers and soldiers in the service of the king 
of Great Britain, not subjects of the said king : 

The citizens of the United States of America are en- 
gaged in a just and necessary war— a war in which 
they are not the only persons interested. They con- 
tend for the rights of human nature, and therefore me- 
rit the patronage and assistance of all mankind. Their , 
success will secure a refuge from persecution and ty- 
ranrty to those who wish to pursue the dictates of their 
own consciences, and to reap the fruits of their own 
industry. 

That kind Providence, who from seeming evil often 
produces real good, in permitting us to be involved in 
this cruel war, and you to be compelled to aid our 
enemies in their vain attempts to enslave us, doubtless 
hath in view to establish perfect freedom in the new 
world, for those who are borne down by the oppres- 
sion and tyranny of the old* 

Considering, therefore, that you are reluctantly 
compelled to be instruments of avarice and ambition, 
we not only forgive the injuries which you have been 
constrained to offer us, but we hold out to your ac- 
ceptance a participation of the privileges of free and 
independent states. Large and fertile tracts of country 
invite and will amply reward your industry. 

Townships, from twenty to thirty thousand acres of 
land, shall be laid out and appropriated to such of you 
as will come over lo us, in the following manner- 

Every captain who shall bring with himself forty 
men from the service of the enemy, before the first 
day of September, 1778, shall receive eight hundred 
acres of good woodland 5 also four oxen, one bull, 
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three cows, and four bogs. If this captain is accompa- 
nied with his lieutenant, the lieutenant shall receive 
four hundred acres of woodland, also two oxen, two 
cows, and four hogs. 

Every sergeant who shall accompany his capUiin 
shall receive two hundred acres of land, two oxen, 
one bull, one cow, and three hogs. 

Every soldier who shall accompany his captain 
shall receive fifty acres of land, one ox, one cow, and 
two bogs. 

If a lieutenant, or other commissioned officer under 
the rank of a captain, shall bring off from bis company 
twenty-five men, he shall receive six hundred acres of 
land, two oxen, two cows» and four bogs. 

Every sergeant or non-commissioned officer who 
«hali bring off parlies of men, shall receive an addi- 
tional bounty of twenty acres of land for every man so 
brought off. And every soldier, who shall come off 
without a commissioned or non-commissioned officer, 
shall receive fifty acres of land ; and if he brings off 
his arms and accoutrements, an additional bounty of 
twenty dollars. 

Such officers and soldiers shall be at liberty imme- 
diately to employ themselves in the settlement of their 
farms, without being obliged to do any military duty ; 
iand they shall receive rations in proportion to their 
rank for the space of six weeks. 

The stock hereby offered shall be given to such 
officers and soldiers as shall actually settle on the 
lands respectively granted to them. 

Such of the officers and non-commissioned officers 
38 choose to enter into the military line, shall receive 



fto^ l^S^ioiMti rank ki d^Uiclied ccvp^^ wfakfa tbaU be 
fefftie^ l»f dadve Qertnan^ of tbo»« who Mw retido hi 
America ; which corpt shall nok be eairploy^d but with 
t]heir oWn eonaeat in any other servie® tbaa thai of 
guards at a dialenoe from the eoemy, or i» garrison oil 
Ihe weaUrn froaiiera. 

Saeh of you a& are skiHed in manafaetiiri^s, over alid 
above these lands and oihei' articles, will find riches 
in prosecatiag your bccapatiens, ihd necessaries of 
life being very cheap ih proportion to the |>rice of 
ibaniilhcturesti aiid the d^^mand for them is so greats 
that every mechanick will find full employment. Sbfbt 
of you have had an opport«nity of obiefymg the tihith 
6f these asse^tfOBSy ahd wHI ckmbclets inform tbeir 
coalairydien and aoiJ^tH^oee of Ibese faets^ 

We have hitherto oKt yoo hi the field of battlo, 
with hostile mkids^ urged on by the gteat priaciple 6f 
self-defence ; yet in those instances, where the f6hane 
of triar hath delivered Any of yo^ir oouotrjririen Into 
our bandf^ we appeal to them that our enibity hath 
ceased the moment they were disarmed ; and we have 
treated tbdm more like citizens ibai^ prisoners of wdf* 
We now address you as pat t df the great family of 
mankind, whose freedom and happiness we most ear- 
nestly wish to promote and establish. 

Disdaiui then, to continue tb^ instruments of fran- 
tick aiiitritfod and lawless pdtilrfep. Feel the dignity and 
importance of your Witdt-e. ftise into the rank of 
free citizens of free states. Desist from the vain at- 
tempt to ravage and depopulate a country you cannot 
subdue, and accept from our munificence what can 
never be obtained from our fears. We are willing to 
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recelre you with open arms into the bosom of our 
country. Come, then, and partake of the bletsingB 
me tender you in sincerity of heart. 

In the name of these sot'ereign, freehand indepen- 
dent states we promise and engage to you that great 
privilege of man, the free and uninterrnpted exercise 
of your religfM, -complete protection of your persons 
from injury, the peaceable possession of the fruits of 
'your honest industry, the absolute property in the soil 
granted to you to defend, unless you shall otherwise 
dispose of it, to your children and your children's 
children for evier. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
states, who have vacant lands, to lay off with as much 
expedition as possible, a sufficient quantity of lands to 
answer the purposes expressed in the foregding ad- 
dress ; for which lands no charge is to be made against 
the United Slates. 

On the question to agree to the foregoing address 
and resolution, the yeas and nays being required-— 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Dana, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Ellery, No. ^No. 

Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, No. ^ 

Mr. Huntington, No. > No. 
Mr, Wolcott, No.) 

New York, Mr. Duer, ' Ay. 7 ^^ 

Mr. Morris, Ay. ) 

New Jersey, Mr. Scudder, No. )»'Np. 




Peonsyl?a&id, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
South Carolina, 
Georgia, 



Mr. J. B. Stnkb, Ay. >-At. 



i« 



Ay.^ 

5^; ^Divided. 

NoJ 



Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Henry, 

Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Banister, 
Mr. T. Adams, 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 



Mr. Langworthy, Ay. ^At. 




So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That one thousand copies of the address 
be published in the German language and dispersed 
as general Washington and the board of war shall 
direct. 



MAY 21, 1778. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr* 
F. L. Lee, and Mr. G. Morris, to whom was referred 
a memorial from divers persons, late inhabitants of 
Nova Scotia, report as their opinion— 

That the wresting Nova Scotia from the Britisb. 
power, and uniting the* same to these states, is, for 
many weighty reasons, a very desirable object; but 
that the propriety of making this attempt at the pre* 
sent crisis seems doubtful ; and upon the whole it ap- 
pears most wise to wait a while, until the event of a 
war taking place between France and Great Britain, 



7$ nCRST JOmHML. [M«y«i 

and the consequences that nay kive upett the 9ritUb 
force on this continent, shall render an atteippt opoo 
Nova ScQtia mare likeljr to sii<;ce^« If, however, any 
concurrence of circumstances should render success in 
this undertaking probable, it is the opinion of the 
committee that the bonporable council of MaasadMi^ 
setts Bay shoiild be jempoirored, ^t continental ex- 
pense, to furnish the inhabitants of Nova Scotia with 
a force not e;(ceeding two re^ipefits to assisit in ac- 
complishing the purpose. proposed in the said memo- 
rial. 
Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

MAY 23, 1778. 

A n^oiion bekig made, '' That tkie resolution of the 
^Mdth August, 1777, relative to liMtenaiit colonel 
" Carrington be expunged from the journal" — ^a moh 
tion was made in lieu thereof as follows: 

Whereas Congress are fully satisfied that lieutenant 
colonel Carrington, from a sense of the impropriety of 
bis conduct to bis excelleiK:y Patrick Henry, esquire, 
govemour ef Virginia, bad, befiore he knew of any re* 
solution havilig beea passe4 by Congress relative to 
him, made a suitable apid satisfactory apology to g«» 
vernoir Henry : 

Resolved, That lieutenant colonel Oanington dtaiidii 
in the opinion of Congress, in as favou*s|ble a point of 
Tiew as if the resolution of €^gre«s of tfa^ IMh ef 
AvgusI, t777, faadqot beea eateved into; which, aa 
At ()Uestion put, w«Sr aft eed la. 



mn 






It was ttm^ mov^ to add ^ And t)uittltfi aamft.fat 
*^ Wi piibUsked in the printed journal ;'' to which an 
amendment w^i moTcd^ «o thit it read — ^' And that the 
'^ present and former resolution of the 19th August, 
<^ 1777, be j[)ot puhlisbed in the printed journal' 

On the question to agree to the amendment, the 
yeas and najrs being required-r- 

Mew Hampshire, Mr« Bartlett, Ajr* ^Ar« 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams^ 
Mr. Gerry, 



R^ode Island, 
ConnocUout, 

New York, 
New Jficsey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland^ 

Virginia, 



Mr. Z^ovell, 
Mr. Dana, 



No.j 



Mr. Ellery, Ay. ^Ar. 



Mr% Sbtroftn, No* 
Mr. HuDtingtoi>, Ay 
Mr. Wolcott, Ay 



i 



Ax. 



Mr. Duer, 



Ay. >-X 



Mr. James Smith, Ay. ^Ar« 
Mnlt«ean, JNo. >No. 



Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Hewry, 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. li« Lee, 
Mr. Banister, 




HBORjKr joraH^uu 



[Mif«, 



Sc^th Caroli&a, 



Georgia, 



Mr. Laareof^ No4\ 

Mr. Drayton, No. I n,^...,^ 

Mr. Matthews, Ay.f^'''''"' 

Mr. Hutson, Ay. J 

Mr. £4aDgWorth7, Ay. ^At. 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The amendment being adopted, and a question 
about to be put, that it pass into a resolution, a motion 
was made to divide ; and the question being put on the 
first part, and the yeas and nays required — 

Resolved in the affirmative, every . member answer- 
ing Ay. 

The question was then put on the second part, 
namely, 

'^ And that the present and former resolution of the 
^* 19tb August, 1777, be not published in the printed 
" journal ;'* on which the yeas and nays being re- 
quired — 



New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 



Rhod^ Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York,^ 
New Jersey, 



Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Dana, 

Mr. Elleiy, 



Ay. yXr* 
No.^ 

No.j 
Ay. ^At. 



Mr. Sherman, No. 
Mr. Huntington, Ay 
Mr. Wolcott, Ay 



■i 



Ay. 



Mr. Duer, 



Mr. Witherspoon, Ay. ) 
Mr.Scudder, No* 5 



Ay. J.X 

Divided. 



Iwlt3 



Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Vtrginfia, 

South Carolina, 

Georgia, ^ 
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. Mr. Jai«s'SiiHb,Ay« )»Ar. 
Mr.M'Kean, No. >No. 



Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Henry, 



AjS At. 

Ay.) 



Mr. R. H. Lee, Ay. ^ 
Mr. F. L. Lee, Ay.^ Ar. 
Mr. Banister, 



Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Hutspo, 



Ay. 

No. 
Ay.J 



J 



Divi 



DED. 



Mr. Langworthy, Ay. ^Ay. 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



JULY 22, 1778. 

The coitainihee on the treasury brought in a report. 

Before it was read, a member called for the deter- 
mination of a question which was postponed on the 
13th at the request of a state : Whereupon a debate 
arose which should have preference, the report from 
the board of treasury, or the determination of the 
question postponed. During the debate, a member 
desired that the Secretary might give information re« 
specting the practice of the house. This being oh* 
jected to, a motion was made — 

*^ That the sense of the house be taken whether, 
" when a difference of opinion arises in Congress 
'< with respect to the true meaning of a rule of the 



mDwmsmmsM*. 



U^»^ 



^^ hoaM;a mtiiibdri nay of E%fat isk infof^tida ol:dSf 
" Secretary of Congress with respect to the practice 
^* of the house on the rufe oh which a difference of 
" opinion <ab*fats." 

An ametidarent was tnoted to insert, after ^< iofor- 
^^ mation,'^ ihese wordb, << through the chair.'' 

On which, ibe yeas and.ndjrs b^ing required by Iff. 
G. Mofrfe— 



New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, 
Massachusetts^ 



Rhode Island^ 
Connecticut, 

Hew York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylrania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 



Mr* S» Adams, 
Mr. Gerry^ 
Mr. Dann, 
Mr. Loveli, 

Mr. Merchant, 

Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Hosmer, 
Mr. A^ Adioi#„ 

Mr. Duer,' 
Mr. G. Morris, 



Ay. )>'Ay. 

No.'^ 

No! ^Divided. 
Ay.j 

No. y^o. 







Mr. Reed, 

Mi'^ Chase, . 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mrr R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Banister, 
Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. Harvi6, 




No.j 
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South C%r«^, The PresTdeiit hariibg deiji^d, 09 
thi3 oeeasion, to be excused from 
giviDg his vote, was by unanimous 
consent excused. 
Mr. Drayton, Ay. ^ 

Mr. Matthews, No. > No. 
Mr. Hey ward, No. ) 

Georgia, Mr. Telfair, No. ^'No. 

So the bpuee being equally divided, the amendment 
dropped. 

Resolved, That tba further consideration of the mo- 
tion under debate be postponed. 

AUGUST 4, 1778. 

A letter 5>f this day from the board of war, signed, 
" by order pf the board, T. Pickering, president,'* was 
read : 

Whereupon it was moved to resolve — That the said 
letter signed ^ by order of the board, T. Pickering,'* 
is a breach of the privilege of Congress. 

On motion to postpone t^e consideration thereof, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marchant — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, Ay. ^Ay. 

Massachusetts, Mr. S. Adams, Ay. ^ 

Mr. Dana, Ay. > Ar. 

Mr. Holten, Ay. j 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ^No. 

Connecficut, Mr. Sherman, 

Mr. Hc^mer^ 
Mr. A. Adams, 
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New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 
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' Mr. Lewis,* 
Mr. Duer, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Mr. Boudinot, 

Mr. R. Morrisi 
Mr. Reed, 

Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 

Mr. Banister, 
Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. WJUiaoiS) 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Heyward, 

Mr. Wakon, 
Mr. Telfair, 






At. 



Ay. 



At. 



Ay.") 

Ay.J 



Ay.) 
Ay. 5 



Ar. 




Ay.) 
•5 



Ay, 



Ar. 



■So it was resolved in the aflBrmative. 



AUGUST 7, 1778. 

A motion was made to amend (he journal of yester- 
day, by inserting the names of the members of Con- 
gress, who introduced the minister. 

Whereupon a question was moved. Whether, as the 
joumarl had been read, and other matters entered on, 
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such a motion is in order, udless by general consent ; 
and the same being put — 

Resolved, That the motion to amend is not in order. 

The letter of the 4th signed ^' by order of the board', 
" T. Pickering," was called for and read. 

Whereupon leave was asked to withdraw the mo*- 
tion made on the said letter on Wednesday ; and-,, 
leave being given, the motion was- accordingly with^^ 
drawn. 

It was then moved to resolve, ^' That it is the duty 
"of the board of war implicitly to obey and execute 
"every order or direction of Congress, agreeably ta 
" the terms of such order or direction ; and that any 
"neglect or delay j"n executing any order of Congress^ 
" and every excuse for disobedience, and any evasion* 
" to execute such order, is a breach of duty and dero- 
^' gatofy to the authority, honour, and dignity of Con* 
" gross. That the letter of the 4th instant, signed, ' by 
" order of the board, T. Pickering,' cannot be consi- 
" dered the act of the board of war, because the re- 
" sojve of Congress of the 2]tst day of April requires. 
" that not less than three persons be present to constitute 
" a board of war. That T. Pickering, esquire, by 
" writing the said letter, and Richard Peters, esquire^ 
" by assenting thereto, were guilty of a high insult to- 
" this house. That by requesting Congress to excuse 
^^ them from an immediate execution of their order ta 
" arrest and safely keep colonel B. Flower, they were 
" guilty of a breach of duty. Tbat by requesting Con- 
" gress that a military arrest should be the only restraint 
" on the person of colonel Flower, they were guilty of 
"a disobedience to the authority, of Congress. Tbat 
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<^ thdir oiforiog rcatdna to previa the innocenM of co- 
'' lonel Flower, was insolent and affirontivt. That by 
'^ eipretaiag tb^iir exireme pain and rekictaiice to caqry 
'< the i^ldve of Congest to arrest and safeljr keep 
'^ colonel Flovter ibto exeoutiODv they were goiltjr of a 
^^disobedience to tbe power and authority of Con- 
^^gress. Aad that, their conduot was insolent and 
^^ afllrontire to tbe honour and dignity of Congress*'' 

To which an amendment in lieu ot the whole was 
moved in the woTdd follo#icig : ^ . 

'' Ordel^ed, That T^ Pickering and R. Peters^ es- 
^ qnir^, commissioner^ of the board of waTi be forth^ 
^^ with dfa*doted to attend at the bar of this house, to 
^' answei^ atieh questions as may be put to themi seve^ 
^ rally) touching an order Of this houae of the 3d in^ 
^'«tant, and ako touching a letter dated the 4th instant^ 
^ sigMd ^ by order of the board) T^ Pickeringi' and 
'^ directed to the President of the house." 

After debate, a motion was ai^ade that the ferther 
consideration of the letter and the several resolutiona 
moved be postponed till to-morrow* 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr* 
Marcbant-^ 

New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, Ay. yXt. 

M aseachusettd Bay, Mr. Gerry excused, not being pre** 
sent at the debate. 
Mr. Dana, 
Mr. Loveil, 
Mrb Holten, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, 

Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, 

Mr. Hosmer, Ay. S No. 
Mr. A. Adams, ff o. ; 




NtwYork, 
New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



DCttCEasncK affaihs. 

Mr. Liewis, No* 

Mr. G. Morris, Ay< 



:} 



DnriDSi^.* 



Mr, Witherspoon, No. ^ 
Mr. Scudder, . No. > No. 
Mr. Boudinot, Ay. ) 




Mr. R. Morris, Ay. ) 
Mr. Roberdeau, Ay. 5 

Mr. Chase, No. 

Mr. Plater, 
^r. Forbes, 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Banister, 
Mr. T. Adaois, 
Mr. Uarvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Heyward, 



Ay. 



No.^ 



Ay.J 

* > Divided. 



Ay 

Na 



No. f 
Ay. f 
Ay.J 



Divided. 



Mr. Telfair, Ay. >^At. 



So it was resolved in the afl^mative. 



AUGUST 8, 1778. 

A letter of this day from T. Pickering and R. Pe- 
ters, two of the commissioners of the board of war, 
was read. 

Whereupon it was moved to resolve, That Congress 
do admit the letter of this date, signed T. Pickering 
and R. Peters, as a sufficient atonement for the letter 
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of the 4th instant signed ^^ by order of the board, T. 
*' Pickering." The previous question was moved, 
that that question be not now put ; 

And the yeas and nays being thereon required by 
Mr. Drayton — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, Ay. ^Ar. 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Adams, 
Mr. Dana, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 
New Jersey, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Cfeorgia^ 



Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Hosmer, 
Mr. A. Adams, 

Mr. Duer, 
Mr. G. Morris, 



Ay. > Ay. 
Ay.V 

No. yNo. 




Mr. Witherspoon,No.) j^ 
Mr. Scudder, No.J 



Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 



No. 



Mr. R. H. Lee, No.^ 

Mr. Banister, Ay. U,^,„^^ 



Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Hey ward, 



Ay., 

No.J 
Ay. ^Ay. 

No. r^°' 
No.J 



Mr. Telfair, No. >'No. 
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^ So it passed in the negative. 

The main question being then put — 
. Resolved in the affirmative. 



AUGUST 17, 1778. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Chase, Mr. Mar- 
chant, and Mr. Penn, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Thomas Towson, on behalf of himself and 
other inhabitants of New Providence, report, " That 
.'^ having made inquiry into the matter of the said 
'^ memorial, they are informed, and believe, that the 
<^said Thomas Towson, and also John and William 
<^ Baldwin, John Frazier, and John Outen, in the said 
.^' memorial named, are natives of the state of Mary- 
^Mand, from whence they departed previous to the 
''commencement of the present war; that James 
'' Gould, another person therein named, is a native of 
*^ the state of Rhode Island, but hath resided in the 
'Visland of New Providence for many years ; and that 
'' Thomas Dunscomb, John Bunch, and John Hunt, 
" are not natives of any of these United States ; but 
^' that all the said persons are well attached to the 
'' cause and rights of America, and willing and desi- 
" rous to become subjects of the United States, and to 
" support their freedom and independence ;" Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That passports be given to Thomas 
Towson, John Baldwin, William Baldwin^ John 
Frazer, John Bunch, John Oaten, James Gould, 
Thomas Duncomb,'and John Hunt, inhabitants of the 
island of New Providence, signed by the President, 



and countersigned by the Secretory of CongreiS) in the 
form following : 

To all to whom these presents shall come, W« the 
tlongress of the United States of America, send 
greeting : 

Know ye, that we, being well satisfied of the fidelity 
and attachment of now an inhabitant 

of the island of New Providence, and being notified 
of his design to remove 'from the said island to some 
place within the jarisdiction and authority oC^ said 
states, with intent to become eubject to the same— 
Now, therefore, by these presents we do advise, re- 
quest, and require, all captains aud commaTiders of 
ships and vessels of war, whether poblicfc or private, 
holding commissions under us, and all other persons 
whom it may concern, whether subjects of the «aic1 
stales, or any of them, or of princes their allies, to 
permit the said his family and pro- 

perty, safely to pass to these states, tmmolested ; and 
to give them such aid and assignee as may be propel 
and convenient. 

Given at Philadelphia, the day of 

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight. fn witness whereof we have 
caused these our letters to be signed by our President, 
on the day and year aforesaid. 

AUGUST 28, 1778. 

A letter of 25th, from general Washington, wa^ read, 
enclosing the folJowing papers : 1st. a copy of a let- 
ter of 23d from major general Sullivan. 2d. A <:opj 



inSJ] domestics: AFFAIRS. 88 

of a remonstrance from major general Greene to count 
D^Eslaing, dated August 2l8t. 3d. Copy of count 
D^Estaing's letter of ^Ist August to major general 
Sullivan. .4th. A protest of the general officers com- 
manding brigades in the army under his command, in 
consequence of the determination of count D^Estaing 
to sail from Rhode Island. 

Ordered, That the contents of the said letters and 
papers be kept secret, except the sailing of count 
D'Estaing^s squadron from Rhode Island ; but that the 
President communicate them to the minister, and in- 
form him of the injunction of secrecy. 

Amotion was made that the letter and papers be 
committed ; which was lost by the previous question. 

Ordered, Th^t general Washington take every mea- 
sure in his power that the protest of the officers of 
major general SulUvan^s army against the departure 
of count D'Estaing be not made publick. 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1778. 

Resolved, That general Washington be informed 
that Congress highly approve of his laying up maga- 
zines of forage and provisions at such places as he 
shall think proper for prosecuting an expedition into 
Canada in the winter, if the motions of the enemy 
shall render this measure expedient ; and that the ge- 
neral be desired to make every preparation of cloth- 
ing, and new shoes, and other articles for this purpose, 
which he shall deem necessary. 

VOL* I. 12 
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OCTOBER 24, 1778. 

Mr. Gbuvemeur Morris btving infortt^ the konse 
that he hath received appHcation from a person in the 
<:tty of New York, to knomr whether, in the of^oion of 
the delegates of that state, he may, with safotjr to his 
person and property, continue in that city upon the 
evacuatbn thereof by the British troops ; and fatvisg 
further informed, that the said person is in capacity td 
give useful intelligence, and probably will do it, if he 
shall receive assurances that it will be recommended 
to the state of New York to afford him protection — 

Resolved, That the said G. Morris be empowered 
to give him such assurances, on condition that he shall 
give intelligence of whatever may come (o his know<^ 
ledge relating to the numbers, movements and deftigns 
of the enemy. 

OCTOBER 28, 1778. 

The committee to whom was referred a memorial of 
Alexander M'Nut report— 

*^ That, after a conference with the memorialist, it 
^^ appears that any further proceeding thereon is at this 
<^ time unnecessary. That the memorial be filed in the 
" Secretary's office ; and that the sum of three hundred 
*^ dollars be presented to Mr. M'Nut in consideration 
^' of |he eatpenses he has incurred in his endeavours 
" to serve the United States.'' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 



r 
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OCTOBER 31, 1778. 

The board of war having taken into consideration 
the papers referred to them by Congress, namely, the 
letters and extracts of letters from the governour of 
New Orleans — Mr. Pollock and captain James Willing 
brought in a report : Whtrenpon, 

Resolved, That from the variety of operations in 
which we are at this time engaged, it is impracticable 
for these states now to undertake an enterprise of the 
magnitude recommended by governour Galvez. 

That governour Bernardo de Galvez be informed of 
the above resolution ; and be assured that, from the 
favourable aspect of our affairs, it is probable Con- 
gress will speedily be enabled to turn their attention^ 
to, and operate effectually in, that quarter. 

That governour Galvez be requested to accept the 
thanks of Congress for his spirited and disinterested' 
conduct towards these states; and be assured, thai 
Congress will take every opportunity of evincing the^ 
favourable and friendly sentiments they entertain oF 
governour Galvez, and all the faithful subjects of his^ 
eathoHck majesty inhabiting the country undei^ bis go- 
vernment. 

NOVEMBER 2, 177a; 

Whereas a considerable force bath been directed to- 
assemble at Charleston, in South Carolina, for the de- 
Ibuce of that state and Geoi^iu, and it is possible that 
the enemy may not make an attack in that quarter — 
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Resolved, That in such case, major general Lincoln 
be directed to endeavour to reduce the province of 
East Florida, 



NOVEMBER 10, 1778. 

The committee to whom was referred a report of a 
committee of the general assembly of the state of 
South Carolina, concurred in by the bouse on the 8th 
of September, 1778, and ordered to be transmitted to 
Congress ; also a letter from major general Howe, of 
the 22d September, relative to the reduction of the 
province of East Florida ; brought in a report : Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the President be directed to inform 
his excellency the president of the state of South Ca« 
rolina, that Congress, by their resolution of the 2d 
instant, have directed major general Lincoln to at- 
tempt the reduction of the province of East Florida, 
in case the enemy should not make an attack on the 
states of South Carolina and Georgia. 

That Congress highly approve of the resolution of 
the assembly of the state of South Carolina, in direct- 
ing an investigation to be made into the causes of the 
Creek rupture, in order that reparation may be made 
by the offending party, in case the Creek nation shall 
have just cause of complaint ; and in making prepara- 
tions to carry the war into the Creek country, if a 
peace cannot be effected by negotiation. 

That major general Lincoln be authorized to enlist 
men into the continental battalions of the state of 
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South Carojiaa and Georgia, to serve during the con- 
tinuance of the expedition against; East Florida. 

That if major general Lincoln shall be of opinion 
that the continental battalions of the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, and the continental levies and 
recruits from the states of Virginia and North Caroli- 
na, will not be a sufficient force to proceed on the ex« 
pedition against East Florida, he be authorized to en- 
gage a number of volunteers, not exceeding fifteen hun- 
dred, to serve during the continuance of the expedition ; 
and that the volunteers so engaged be organized into 
such corps and commanded by such officers as major 
general Lincoln shall approve of. 

That major general Lincoln be authorized to pledge 
the faith of the United States for granting to the offi- 
cers and men, whether continental officers, volunteers 
or militia, who shall accompany him to East Florida, 
and continue in the service till the castle of St. Augus- 
tine is reduced, the same proportions of land as is al- 
lowed by the resolution of Congress of 16th Septem- 
ber, 1776 ; that this bounty shall be extended to the 
representatives of such officers and soldiers as shall 
be slaiU'Or die during the continuance of the expe- 
dition. 

The said land to be located in the said province ; and 
a preference to be given in the location to the officers 
and soldiers who shall be entitled as aforesaid. 

That the major generals, respectively, who shall go 
on the expedition against East Florida, be entitled to a 
grant of three thousand acres of land ; and the briga- 
dier generals, if any shall go on that service, to a grant 
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of two tbousftnd acres, in case the province of East 
Florida should be redaced. 

That the cbintnanding officer of the southern de* 
p^rtment be authorized, if be shall judge it for the 
good of the service, to supply colonel Marbury's com- 
pany of light horse trith a numbet' of hbrses, not el- 
ceeding (wo hundred. 

That it be recommended to the government of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to give e^atf 
assistance in their power to major general Lincoln, to 
enable him to reduce the province of East Florida, 

That the President be directed to inform their excel- 
lencies the governours of the states of Maryland and 
Virginia, that Congress deem it of high importance to 
the welfare of the United States, that every exertion 
should be made, during the course of the winter, to 
reduce the province of East Florida. 

That from the best information thfejr have received^ 
this cannot probably be effected but by a blockade by 
water ; and therefore that it be requested of the said 
governments to direct such of their armed galleys as 
are fit for this service to be fitted out with all possible 
despatch, and to proceed either in company, or other- 
wise, as the governours of the states of Maryland and 
Virginia shall deem most expedient, to Charleston, in 
South Carolina ; there to follow such orders as they 
shall receive from the commander in chief of the de- 
partment, or from the officer appointed by Congress to 
command the galleys of the respective states employed 
en this expedition. 
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Thai till meh tune as the said gaHeya shall reliif n 
to the states, to which they respectively belong, th^y 
shall be at the ^pense and risk of the United States. 
And that the goFernoors of the states of Maryland and 
Virginia be desired to have sworn appraisement made 
of the said vessels, their tackle, and apparel, to ascer- 
tain their value, in case of loss. 

And whereas it is represented that great difficulties 
have occurred in the manning the said galleys ; and the 
Success of the expedition depends, in the most essential 
manner, on their services : 

Resolved, That the govemours of the states of Ma- 
ryland and Virginia be authorized to assure the officers 
and men who shall navigate the said galleys, that the 
continental share of all property taken by the said gal- 
leys, or any of them, from the day of their sailing to 
their return to their respective stations, shall be releas- 
ed to the persons capturing the same, and divided 
amongst the officers and men, agreeably to the resolu- 
tions of Congress relative to captures. 

That the governours of the respective states of Ma- 
rylaml and Virginia be authorized, if they shall judge 
it eipedient, to grant a bounty, not exceeding forty 
dollars, to every able bodied mariner who shall enter 
on board the said galleys for the space of six months. 

That the marine committee be directed to use every 
possible exertion, in co-operating with the governours 
of the states of Maryland and Virginia, in the expedi- 
tious manning of the galleys to be furnished for this 
service. 

And whereas differences relative to command may 
^ise amongst the officers of the respective slates, 
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wbosev galleys are ehupbyed, which, if not guarded 
against, might defeat the end of the enterprise : 

Resolved, That captain John Barry be and he is 
hereby directed, to take the command of all the armed 
vessels employed on the intended expedition, subject 
lo the orders of the commander in chief in the southern 
department; and that this commission continue in 
force till the expiration of the intended invasion of the 
province of East Florida, or till the further order of 
Congress* That he proceed with the utmost despatch 
to the state of Maryland, in order to expedite the 
equipment ofabe galleys to be furnished by that state ; 
and proceed with them to Charleston, in South Caro« 
Hna. 

Resolved, That Congress approve of major general 
Howe's provident attention in procuring intelligence 
of the situation and strength of the British forces and 
posts in East Florida ; and that any expense which may 
have attended this service shall be defrayed by Con* 
gress. 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and one 
pounds five shillings, in specie, be granted to major 
general Lincoln to facilitate his procuring intelligence 
of the enemy^'s strength and designs in the province of 
East Florida ; and that the board of war be directed 
to cause this money to be remitted by the first safe op- 
portunity. 

Resolved, That major general Lincoln be autho- 
rized and directed, on his arrival in the province of 
East Florida, to issue a proclamation in the name of 
these United States, signffying to the inhabitants of the 
said province, that as he is not come to destroy, but to 
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protect the inhabitants in the enjoyment of their rights 
and property, he will receive under the protection of 
the United States, all such persons as shall repair to 
his standard within a time to be limited in the said 
proclamation, and take an bath of abjuration of alle- 
giance to the king and crown of Great Britain, except 
such persons as may have been attainted of high trea- 
son in any of the said states. And that all such as shall 
unite with him in the reduction of the said province, 
and embody themselves under such officers as he shall 
approve of, shall be entitled to the same pay and emo- 
luments as the forces engaged in the same service are 
entitled to. And further, that on the subversion of 
British tyranny in that province, and the establishment 
of a free government, they shall be considered as pe- 
culiarly entitled to the confidence of the United States. 

That the quartermaster general be directed to ship 
on board the armed galleys ordered from the state of 
Maryland to Charleston, in South Carolina, a quantity 
not exceeding ten tons of bar iron. 

And whereas Congress are of opinion, that it will 
tend greatly to ensure the success of the enterprise if 
the embargo on rice be continued in force till such 
time as the vessels destined to form the blockade by 
water shall have arrived \r\ the basin of St. Augustine : 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive 
authority of the states of South Carolina and Georgia, 
to continue in force the embargo on rice till the event 
abovementioned shall have taken place, and no longer : 
Provided, and it is hereby intended, that the said em- 

VOL. I. 13 
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HTgo shall pot be and coqUquq in force longer tbaa 
the tbiriy-fir«t dfty of January nej^U 



NOVEMBER 30, 1778, 

Two affidavit^ relative to the convention troops were 
read. 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of 
three ; and that the $aid committee be directed to take 
measure3 for collecting evidence relative to the infrac- 
tions made by th^enemy on the convention of Sarato- 
ga ; and. that all the evidence heretofore collected be 
committed to the said committee. 

The membera-^Mr. Puane, Mr* Carmichael, Mr* 
Gf. Morris. 

DECEMBER 16, 1778. 

A memorial of this day from Aleii^ander M'Nut and 
others was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members — Mr. Lovell, Mr. Whipple, and Mr. 
Witherspoon. 

DECEMBER 29, 1778. 

The President informed Congress, that the minister 
of France had requested him to communicate the fol- 
lowing information to Congress, namely. That the 
minister was assured by good intelligence that the ene- 
my's fleet at Rhode Island were greatly distressed for 
want of masts and spars ; that a mast had been taken 
from a merchantman of six hundred tons, and pot into 



a mftn of war of the Uoe ; tbat others 6f tbeir ships 
of war bad bten rigged with jury roasts ; and that they 
had little prospect of a supply from Halifax or any 
otlier of tbeir ports ; that there was i«i New Hamp- 
shire a Dumber of tnasts fit for ships of the line r^ady 
to be eiported from thence to St. Doa^ingo ; that the 
enemy have been advised of this, and are preparing to 
intercept them : That it is his opinion it would be of 
great consequence to prevent the enemy from obtain- 
ing such an importajit supply ; and therefore be pro- 
posed, that the masts should be sunk during th^ win- 
ter; and) as an inducement thereto, he would him- 
lelf pay tt^ expense of sinking and raising them^ 
and aho the interest of whatever sums may have been 
SJlpend^d in procuring the said masts until the next 
spring: Whereu^oA^ 

Resolved, That it be most earnestly recommended 
to the states of Madsacbusetts Bay and New Hailip- 
shire, to take the most effectual measures to prevent 
any masts or spars from being exported from, or laden 
on board of any ships or vessels within the ports of 
the said states* 

Ordered^ That fhe President enclose (he fbregorng 
inlbrmatioa auofd resolution, and write fully on. the sub- 
bed ta the exectitive authorities of those states. 

JANUARY r5, 1779. 

The marine <fomtiilitlee, to whom were referred let- 
lets ko^ the govertkours of Maryland and Virgima,i 
Wougjh^ in a report : Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That considering the danger and risk of 
a sea voyage at this season, the impracticability of 
manning in time, and the probable difficulty of supply- 
ing the Maryland galleys with provisions during the 
blockade, the design of employing them be laid aside. 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be post* 
poned. 

JANUARY 19, 1779. 

The committee appointed to confer with general 
Washington brought in a report, and desired leave to 
sit again; and at the same time desired to know 
whether it is the sense of Congress that they should 
insert in their next report the plan of operations for the 
next campaign, that may come to their knowledge in 
the course of their conferences with the commander in 
chief. 
After some debate thereon, adjourned. 

JANUARY 22, 1779. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Root, 
Mr. M. Smith, Mr. G. Morris, and Mr. Laurens, to 
whom was referred a letter of 19th December last, 
from major general Lincoln, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the President of Congress inform 
count D'Estaing, or the admiral commanding the fleet 
of his most christian majesty in the West Indies, of 
the circumstances of Georgia and South Carolina, by 
the invasion of the enemy ; and that he be requested 
to afford such relief as may be in his power ; and that 
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the president of South Carolina be confidentially re- 
quested to cause to be sent to count D'Estaing, from 
time to time, the earliest information respecting the 
force ^and situation of the enemy in Georgia and South 
Carolina. 

That the President of Congress confer with the sieur 
Gerard, minister plenipotentiary from his most chris- 
tian majesty, on the subject of the foregoing resolu- 
tion, in order to obtain his interposition with count 
D'Estaing for the relief aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be directed 

forthwith to fit out two despatch boats to carry the 

.despatches of Congress to count D'Estaing; and that 

the marquis de Britigny be requested to take charge 

of one of those despatches to the count. 

JANUARY 28, 1779. 

The President infornaed Congress, that the minister 
of France expects that the application for the aid to 
be asked of count D'Estaing should be accompanied 
with assurance of compensation, agreeably to the 
spirit and meaning of the fourth article of the treaty 
of alliance, to be hereafter settled by a convention 
between the court of France and the United States : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to take the same into consideration, and report such 
resolution on the subject as may be proper, in their 
opinion, for Congress to enter into on the subject. 

The members chosen — Mr. Laurens, Mr. S. Adams, 
and Mr. Paca. 
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JAKUARY 29, 1779. 

Two iMinberB added, viz. Mr. Eltsworth and Mr* 
Duane. 



FEBRUARY 3, 1779. 

A memorial of this date^ from the konoitrable siecu* 
Gerard, minister pleoipotentiary of France, was read^ 
retpteting the quantity of flour he can depend upon 
for the fleet of his most christian majesty in the West 
Indies. 

Whereupon it was moved, That the coBMsittee of 
conference with the minister oi France be instmcted to 
represent the evils arising from the high rate of ex- 
change ; and confer with him on the means of pre- 
venting them. 

On the question, to agree to thia, the yeas and nays 
toing required by Mr. Laurens — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, No.^ ) ru^.^^ 

Mr. Frost, '" ^ ^^^^^^ 

Maasacfausetts Bay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. LoveU, 
Mr. Holten, 

Rhode tslafid^ Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. CoiUajB,, 

CTomiecticut, Mr. Dyer, 1 

Mn EU»wortbv > Ar. 

Mr. Root,. \ 




New York, 

New Jerseyi 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 
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Mr. Jay, 
Mr* Duane, 
Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Floyd, 
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Ay.^ 



Mr. Fell, Ay. > 

Mr. Frelinghuysen, Ay. y 



At. 



Ay.^ 

No. 

Ay. >At. 

No. >No. 



Mr. RoberdeaD, 
Mr. Clingan, 
Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Atlee, 
Mr. Searle, 

Mr. M'Kean, 

Mr. Paca, 

Mr. Carmicbael, Ay.^ At. 

Mr. Henry, 

Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Griffin, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Hill, 
Mr. Burke^ 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Hutson, 




So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



FEBRUARY 5, 1779. 

On the report of the committee to whom was refer- 
red the information given by the President — 

Resolved, That Congress, by requesting aid of count 
D'Estaing, have it in view to destroy the ships of war, 
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aijid expel or subdue the land forces of the common 
enemy, invading the southern states. 

Resolved,' That a committee of two be appointed, 
who, together with the President, shall confer with the 
minister plenipotentiary of Prance, and prepare pro- 
per despatches and instructions to be sent by the mar- 
quis de Bretigny to count D^Estaing. 

The members chosen — Mr, G, Morris and Mr. 
Laurens. 

Ordered, That the committee apply to count D'Es- 
taing for such supply of arms and ammunition as he 
can spare, to be sent in such way as he shall judge 
most safe, to Charleston, in South Carolina, for the 
use of the United States. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1779. 

The committee appointed to confer with the minis- 
ter of France, on the subject ofjgui act of Congress of 
the 5th, declaring their intention in requesting aid 
from count D^Estaing, made report of their proceed- 
ings : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it will not be expedient to make the 
proposed application for aid to#count D'Estaing ; and 
that the several acts of Congress on that subject be, 
and they are hereby repealed. 

Ordered, That the President inform the honourable 
sieur Gerard, minister plenipotentiary of France, of 
the above resolution. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. G. Morris, Mr. 
Ellsworth, and Mr. M. Smith, to whom was referred a 
letter of 5th December, 1778, from Mr. Bingham, 
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brought in a report: Whereupon^ Congress came to 
the following resolution : 

Whereas the general of Martinique hath made ap- 
plication, through the continental agent there, to Con- 
gress, stating the extreme necessity of the islands for 
provisions, and requesting that supplies may be export*^ 
ed from these United States- 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to prepare a letter, to be signed by the President, to 
Mr. Bingham, informing him that the states of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut, have not a sufficiency of flour for their 
own consumption : That the odilitary operations, of 
which New York, New Jersey, Pennsyliuinia, and 
Delaware, have been the scene, have so reduced their 
resources of bread, as not to admit of further supplies 
than may be necessary for the army : That the wheat 
in Maryland,- Virginia, and North Carolina, has been 
so injured by a fly, which infests those states, as not to 
afibrd the succours in question : That South Carolina 
and Georgia abound in rice ; and great quantities of 
that article and some other provisions may be had 
there ; but that the navigation, by the late efforts of 
the eneniy, hath become very insecure ; and the ves« 
sels which may be «ent there will be exposed to great 
hazard, unless accompanied by a strong convoy, or 
the marine force of the enemy in those states destroyed. 
The members chosen — Mr. M. Smith, Mr. G. Mor- 
ris, and Mr. Ellsworth. 

VOL* 1. 14 
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MARCH 10, 1779. 

The honourable W* H% I^yton communicated to 
Congress an extract of a private letter to him from 
Pierce Butler, esquire, o£ Charleston, South Caroli- 
na, dated February 6, 1779, in the foIlowiQg words : 

" The election for govemour, lieutenant governour, 
^ &c« came on yesterday. Mr. J. Rcitledge was cho<< 
" sen governour, T* Heyward, lieutenant governour» 
'^ The delegates to represent the state in Congress 
^' are, -Mr. H. Laurens, Mr. A. Middletqn, E. Rot* 
" ledge, Thomas Bee, and John Matthews. The peo- 
'* pie say they so sensibly feel the want of their chief 
<' justice at liome, that they. cannot consent to let him 
^< be absent any longer. You must, therefore, my. 
" good sir, return to us as soon as yoa can. Indeed 
•' we stand in much need of you at this critkral junc- 
"ture; therefore pray lose no time." ! 

On which Mr. Drayton desired the determination of 
the house, whether, after such information, he ought to 
attend as a delegate in Congress : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said privarte letter does not va- 
cate Mr. Drayton's seat 4 and therefore that he ougl^ 
^attend as a delegate in Congress* 

MARCH 13, 1779. 

The committee, io whom was referred a petition of 
Claver Taylor, late of Jamaica, but now of the state 
of Rhode. Inland, &c., report— 



J77*] . DOMESTICK AFFAIRS. nn 

That having examined into the state of the faets set 
forth in the said petition, ^hey find that the same are 
truly represented r Whereupon, 
^ Resolved, That the petitioner have a permission to 
go to the island of Jamaica,^ and import into any of 
the porta in the United States,^ not in possession of the 
enemy, either the whole, or any part of his property 
and effects ; and that bis person and property be se- 
cure from capture^ or detention, by any continental or 
private ships of war belonging to the United States ; 
and his effects from seizure or confiscation when land^ 
ed, or in their conveyance through any of the said 
states to the said state of Rhode Island ; and that pro*- 
per passports be granted' to him^ for that purpose «. 

MARCH 29, 1779. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Burke, Mr* Lau^ 
reus, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Dyer, ap 
pointed to take into consideration the circun^tances of 
the southern states, aiMl the way& and means Cor their 
safety and defence, report — 

That the circumstances of the army will not admit of 
the detaching of any force for the defence of South Ca- 
rolina and Georgia* That the continental battalions 
of those two states are not adequate to their defence* 
That the three battalions of North Carolina continent* 
tal troops> now on the southern service^ are composed 
of drafts fron^ the militia for nine months only, whicb 
terms, with respect to a great part of them, will expire* 
before the end of the campaign. That all the other 
force now employed for the defence of the said states>^ 



consists of militia, who, from tbe resiotenesg of their 
h^bilatioDs and the difficulties attendiag their ftenrice^ 
ought not to be relied on for continued exertionsi and $i 
protracted war. That tbe slate of South Carolina, as 
represented by the delegates to the said state, and by 
Mr. Hager, who has come hither at the requ^t of tb^ 
governour of the said state, on purpose to explain the 
particular circuiii^ances thereof, is unable to n^ake 
any effectual efforts with mUitia, by reason of the great 
proportion of citizens necessary to remain at home, to 
prevent insurrections among the negroes, and to pre- 
i^ent the desertion of them to the enemy. That tb^ 
slate of the country, and the great jniunbers of those 
people among them, expose the inhabitants to great 
danger from the endeavours of the enemy to excite 
them either to revolt or desert. That it is suggested 
by the delegates of the said state, and by Mr. Huger, 
that a force might be raised in the said state from 
among the negroes, which would not oaly be formida« 
ble to the enemy, from their numbers, and the disci- 
pline of which they would very readily admit, bat 
would also lessen the danger from revolts and deser- 
tions, by detaching the most vigorous and enterprising 
from among the negroes. That as this measure may 
involve inconveniences peculiarly affecting the state of 
South Carolina and Georgia, the committee are of 
opinion that the same shoakl be submitted to the go- 
verning powers of the said states ; and if the said 
powers shall judge it expedient to raise such a force, 
that the United States ought to defray the expense 
thereof: Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the s^tes of 
South Carolina and Georgia, if they shall think the 
same expedient, to take measures immediately for 
raising three thousand able-bodied negroes. 

That the said negroes be formed into separate corps, 
as battalions, according to the arrangements adopted 
for the main army, to be commanded by white commis'* 
sioned and non-commissioned officers. 

That the commissioned officers be appointed by the 
said states. 

That the non-commissioned officers may, if the said 
states respectively shall think proper, be taken from 
among the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the 
continental battalions of the said states respectively* 

That the governours of the said states, together with 
the commanding officer of the southern army, be em- 
powered to incorporate the several continental bat- 
talions of their states with each other respectively, 
agreeably to the arrangement of the army, as estab- 
lished by the resolutions of May 27, 1778 ; and to ap- 
point such of the supernumerary officers to command 
the said negroes, as shall choose to go into that service. 

Resolved, That Congress will make provision for 
paying the proprietors of such negroes as shall be en- 
Ksted for the service of the United Stales during the 
war, a full compensation for the property, at a rate 
not exceeding one thousand dollars for each active 
able-bodied negro man of standard size, not exceeding 
thirty-five years of age, who shall be so enlisted and 
pass muster. 
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That DO pay or bounty be allowed to the said ne- 
groes ; but that tbey be clothed and subsisted at the 
expense of the United States. 

That every negro who shall well and faithfully serve 
as a soldier to the end of the present war, and shall 
then return his arms, be emancipated^ and receive the 
sum of fifty dollars. 

APRIL 7, 1779. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Lovell, Mr. Whip- 
ple, and Mr. Witherspoon, (see December 16,) to 
whom was referred the memorial of Alexander M*Nutt 
and others, agents for several townships in Nova Sco- 
tia, brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That lieutenant colonel Phineas Nevers 
and captain Samuel Rogers be employed to lay out, 
mark and clear a road from Penobscot river to St. 
John's river, in the roost commodious line, and in the 
most prudent manner. That fifteen thousand dollars 
be advanced to them for carrying on the work ; for 
the faithful expenditure of which they shall become 
bound to the United States in a bond to be given to 
the continental treasurer. 

APRIL 8, 1779. 

A memorial from .Alexander M'Nutt, in behalf of 
sundry persons therein named, inhabitants of Great 
Britain and Ireland, was read, praying to be admit- 
ted to come with their families and efiects, under a 
safe conduct, and setlle in America, under condition,. 
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that should it appear upon their arrival, that any of 
them have acted an unworthy part,, or are of doubtful 
characters, then their property to be forfeited, and 
tfaey treated according to their deserts. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial be 
granted. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Burke, Mr. G^ 
Morris, and Mr. Armstrong, to whom was referred a 
better of the 10th March, from the board of v war, en- 
closing a letter of the 9th, from president Reed, 
iirought in a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to 
send four pieces of heavy ordnance to the post at 
Billings-port, on the river Delaware, in addition to 
what are already there. Also, to order a detachment 
of forty men, under the command of a captain and 
other suitable officers, from colonel Proctor's battalion, 
lo garrison the said post. Also, to send two pieces of. 
heavy ordnance to Mud Island fort, and a detachment 
of twenty mren, under the command of suitable officers, 
from the battalion aforesaid, to garrison the said fort. 

APRIL 17, 1779. 

The delegates of South Carolina, to whom was re- 
ferred a letter of the 7th March from major general 
Lincoln, brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That so much of the said report as relates 
to the sending military stores and a naval force to 
South Carolina, be referred to the marine committee ; 
'•nd that they tak$ order thereon. 
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APRIL 27, 1779. 

A motioo was made by Mr« Morris, secobded by Mr. 
Penn— 

That a sum of money, in specie, be immediately sent 
to the commander in chief, for secret services. 

In lieu of which a substitute was moved by Mr. Lau- 
rens, seconded by Mr. Scodder, in the words follow* 
ing, vi:2. 

That the President write to the commander in chie^ 
and inquire whether he is in want of specie for secret 
services. 

Question put to admit the substitute — 

Passed in the affirmative. 

An amendment was then moved by Mr. S. Adams, 
seconded by Mr. Morris, instead of the words, ^' in* 
^< quire whether,^' Sic. to insert, <' inform him that if he 
'' is in want of specie for secret services, he may draw 
'> for any sum or sums to the amount of two thousand 
*^ guineas upon the treasurer, who will pay the same.'' 

Question on the amendment — 

Passed in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the motion as amend- 
ed— 

Resolved, That the President write to the comman- 
der in chief, and inform him, that if he is in want of 
specie for secret services, he may draw for any sum or 
sums, to the amount of two thousand guineas, on tl^ 
4reasurer, who will pay the same. 
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MAY 1, 1779. 

A lelWr of Ssth April, frorh gfetieral Wadblngton, en- 
clofeil^ a bdpy bf proceedings of thie council of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, dated March 4, was read, informing, that 
th^re are several piebfes of canrtori, eighteen pounders, 
tbe pfOpbrty of the continent, novt in Massachusetts 
bay ) that ^pplicatiotl has been m^de for them, and 
that only two have been received for the defence of the 
pb6ts on the North riViet" ; — representing the importance 
of those posits ; and requesting the di^ettions of Con- 
gross that the said Cannon be applied to this purpose. 
On motion of Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Drayton, 
Resolved, That the commander in chief be authoriz- 
ed to call upon the state of Massachusetts Bay for such 
and so many of the continental cannon lent to the said 
fetate, as he may judge necessary for th6 defence of the 
Jiosts on Hudson's river. 

MAY 3, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Jenifer, seconded by Mr. Henry, 
Resolved, That the board of war be directed 'to 
apply to the governour and council of Maryland, and 
request them, if there are any heavy cannon belonging 
to the ^tate which can be spared from the immediate 
defence thereof, to lend them to the continent for the 
dbfence of the posts on Hudson's river, oh condition 
that Congress will return them, or a like number of 
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equal bore, or pay the state the full value thereof, at 
the election of the general assembly. 

The delegates of the state of Pennsylvania, to 
whom was referred an extract of a letter from the board 
of war, respecting the defences of the river Delaware, 
brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the President and council of the 
state of Pennsylvania be requested to order such of 
the militia of that state to take post at fort Mifflin and 
Beliings-port in the room of cdlonel Procter's men, as 
shall be judged by the president and council sufficient ; 
the said militia to be allowed continental pay and sub* 
sistence. 

MAY 17, 1779. 

On a report of the board of treasury — 
Resolved, That the application of captain M'Clean 
be referred to the state of Delaware; and that the 
president thereof be informed that any compensation 
which that state shall judge proper to be made to cap- 
tain M'Clean, shall be credited to that state in its ac- 
count with Congress* 

MAY 31, 1779. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred 
a letter of February last from Timothy Penny — 

Whereas Timothy Penny, now an inhabitant of 
Massachusetts Bay, but formerly of the island of Ja- 
maica, where his estate lies, has represented the ne- 
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cessity he is under of sending a person to purchase & 
iressel in that island, and load her with produce for the 
support of his numerous family ; and whereas it ap- 
pears, that the character and circumstances of the said 
Timothy Penny render such indulgence proper — 

Resolved, That letters of safe conduct be granted 
to Timothy Penny, for any one vessel which may be 
purchased and loaded as abovementioned, and sent to 
any port or place in any of the United States, not in 
possession of the enemy, and for the person of cap- 
tain Joseph Deane, who is to be employed on this 
business. 

JUNE 3, 1779. 

A letter of this day from Robert Harris was read^ 
praying Congress to take into consideration his peti- 
tion for leave, under a safe conduct or passport, to re- 
move his property from the province of Nova Scotia, 
into some port or place within these states not in the 
power of the enemy : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the letter and petition be referred to 
the marine committee, and that a safe conduct or pass- 
port be granted to the petitioner, upon his complying 
with such orders and directions as the marine commit- 
tee shall give on the subject. 

JUNE 7, 1779. 

On motion of the committee of commerce — 
Ordered, That the committee of commerce be em- 
powered and directed to draw bills of exchange at 
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ninety days sight, on the minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States at the court of France, for any sum 
not exceeding fifteen thousand Loois d^ors, to b^ ne- 
gotiated in the purchase of military stores, in c^se ^ 
measures taken by Mr* Gerard to obtain them from 
Martinique should not succeed ; but not otherwise. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr* Smith — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, Ay. ^Ay, 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr* S* Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 




Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 



Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holten, 



Mr. Ellery, Ay. )-Ay. 

Mr. Huntington, Ay. ) * ^ 
Mr. Spencer, Ay. 5 ^^* 

Mr. Jay, 
Mr* Morris, 
Mr* Floyd, 

Mr* Fell, 

Mr. Searle, 
Mr. IMt^Lene, 

Mr. DickinijOQ, 

Mr. Paca, 

Mr. Carmichael, Ay. I ^^ 

Mr. Henry, Ay. ^^'^• 

Mr* Jenifer, Ay* 




nn.i 
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Virginia, 


Mr. Smitb, 
Mr. Griffin, 
Mr. Fleming, 


North Carolina, 


Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
, Mr. Sbarpe, 



m 




South Carolina, Mr. Laurens, No. ^No. 
So it w$8 resolved in \he affirmative. 

JUNE 8, 1779. 

On the motion of Mr. Searie, seconded by Mr. 
Armstrong — 

Resolved, That the order p^Med yesterday, direct- 
ing and empowefin^ the committee of commerce to 
draw bill^ on the minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States at the court of Versailles, be reconsi- 
dered* 

A motion wsts then made by Mr. Searle, seconded 
by Mr. Afmstrong — 

That the board of treasury prepare drafts on the 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica at the court of Versailles, in favour of the com- 
mittee of co«M|serc6, for the supp of three hundred tad 
sixty thousand livres toumeis, for the purpose of im- 
porting military stores. 

On the question to agr€e to this, t|^ y^^i and pays 
being r^uir^d by Mr* Snitii-*^ 

N^w Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, Ay. ^Ar. 
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Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. HuntingtoD, 
Mr. Spencer, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Mr. Fell, 

Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Duane,' 
Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Searle, 
Mr. Mufelenberg, 
Mr. M'Lene, 
Mr. Wynkoop, 



Connecticut, 

New Jersey, 
New York, 

Pennsylvania, 



Delaware, 

Maryland, 




Ay. 5 ^'^• 
AyJ 

Ay.-\ 

Ay. 

Ay. ^►Ay. 

Ay. 

No. 



Mr. Dickinson, Ay. ^Ay. 



Virginia, 



North Carolina, 



South Carolina, 



Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Paca, 
Mr. Carmichael, 
Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Jenifer, 

Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Griffin, 
Mr. Fleming, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 



No. 
Ay. 

Ay. ^Ay. 
Ay. 

No. 



fo.>No. 
fo.S 



No. 
No. 

No, 



No. 
Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay.) 

Ay. 5 



At. 



Ay. 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

JUNE 10, 1779. 

The committee on the treasury, to whom it was re- 
ferred to prepare drafts on the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America at the court of 
Versailles, in favour of the committee of commerce, 
report—- 

That according to order, they have prepared four 
sets of bills of exchange ; one set for one hundred and 
fifty thousand, one set for one hundred thousand, one 
set for seventy thousand, and one set for forty thou- 
sand livres toumois, and have prepared letters of ad- 
vice of the said drafts : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said drafts be signed by the Pre- 
sident of Congress, and entered at the auditor's office, 
and then delivered to the committee of commerce, to 
be negotiated in the manner mentioned in the resolu- 
tion of the 8th instant. 

Resolved, That the faith of the United States be 
pledged to make good any contract or engagement 
which shall be entered into by their minister plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of France, for procuring money, 
or credit, to enable him to honour the said bills, and 
provide for the punctual discharge thereof. 

JUNE 16, 1779. 

A letter of 1 1 ih, from general Washington, was read : 
Whereupon, 
Resolved, That the board of treasury be empower- 
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ed to borrow the Wm of five buddred guineM, ia»*\ir. 
ing the lenders the payment of principal and interest 
in hard money, as soon as the treasury shall be suppli- 
ed with a sufficient sum. 

JUNti 21, 1779. 

The committee, to whom wali referr^ d Uxitr fron& 
William Killen, esquire, with sundry depositions en* 
closed, having conlidei'ed the evidence contained in 
those papery, and in several other*, which they have 
collected, report— 

. Ttiat a (pertain Henry O^H&ra^ wfa6 has acted bs a 
depu^ qMartetmaster genei'al in the Delaware: state, 
appears to have keen guilty of greet frauds in the 
e|E,ef:utfo{i of that offibe : Whereupbn^ 

{tesjOived, Th^t all ibe papers beforem^dtfoned be 
transmitted to the president of the ttate of Delawlirei 
afid that he he requested to order a prosecution imme- 
diately to be commenced and carried oh against the 
said Hei^r)^ O^H^stra, at the expense of the United 
States. 

■JUNE 22,177b. 

On a report from the boarc) of treasury-^ 
Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in 
favour of major des Epiniers, for five hundred guineas, 
or a like sum in other specie, advanced on the applica- 
tion of general Washington for publick service, hfe to 
be accountable ; and that major des Epiniers' receipt 
of the 19th instant for that sum being annexed to this 
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wwawktj be the treasurer's vaucher for payment of the 
same* 



JUNE 28, 1779. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the 
several states, by the most speedy and vigorous ef- 
forts, to fill up their respective battalions, agreeably to 
the resolution of Congress of the 9th of March last, 
that nothing may be wanting on their part to render 
the present campaign glorious and decisive. 

Ordered, That this be forwarded to the states, with 
an extract of general Washington's letter of the 11th 
instant. 

JUNE 29, 1779. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of 
the board of war of the 1st May last, relating to the 
department of military .stores, report as their opi-** 
mon — 

That it is not expedient to raise salaries at present, 
when Congress are adopting measures to restore the 
credit of the currency ; but that in consideration of 
the particular circumstances of that department, such 
temporary allowances, not exceeding three hundred 
dollars per month to the commissary general, one 
hundred and fifty dollars per month to the deputy 
commissary general, and to the other ofiicers and' 
men in the same proportion to their former pay with 
that of the deputy commissary general, should be 
made by the board of war to the said officers and 
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men, as will enable them to continue in the service 
until the further orders of Congress. 

Hesolyed, That Congress agree to the said report. 

JULY 15, 1779. 

The contmitt^e on the commissary and quarter* 
Blaster's departments, to whom was referred a memo- 
rial from the.mimster of France of the 7th, report — 

That they have taken effectual measures to cause 
four thousand barrels of flour to be delivered to Wil- 
liam Smith, esquire, at Baltimore, agent for Mr. Hol- 
ker, the same being part of ten thousand barrels pro- 
vided for the use of his most christian majesty. 

That they have, agreeably to the wishes of Mr. Ge- 
rard, given orders for the delivery of one thousand 
barrels of flour to Mr. Holker's agent at Philadelphia ; 
which last quantity is to be of the growth of this state. 
This order they expect will be executed in part, or in 
whole ; but if not, the quantity can, in case of neces- 
sity, be made up with ease from the magazines collect- 
ed in Virginia and Maryland : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of 
France be informed, that four thousand barrels of fliour 
shall be delivered to William Smith, esquire, agent of 
Mr. Holker, at Baltimore, and one thousand barrels of 
flour to Robert Morris, esquire, agent of Mr. Holker, 
at Philadelphia, for the use of his most christian ma- 
jesty ; including, nevertheless, the quantities mention- 
led in the minister's memorial, and amounting to six 
hundred and fifty-three barrels. 
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JULY 19, 1779. 

A letter of the 13tb, from general Washington, wa& 
jrcad, enclosing a copy of a letter of 10th, from gover- 
nour Trumbull, with a proclamation of Sir George 
Collier and major general Trjon, and colonel Whi^ 
ling's ' answer thereto ; also copies of letters of the 
10th and 11th from brigadier general Parsons, giving 
an account of the enemy'» ravages and devastatiooa in 
Connecticut; and particularly of their burning the 
towns of Fairfield, Norwalk, and Bedford : Whereupon, 

A motion was made .by Mr« Drayton, seconded by 
Mr. Penn, / 

That the marine committee be, and are hereby di- 
rected to take, the most efiectual" means to carry into 
execution the manifesto of October 30, 1778, by burn- 
ing and destroying the towns belonging to the enemy 
in Great Britain and the West Indies. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being requfared by Mr. Dray ton- 
New Hampshire, Mr. Peabody,. . Ay. )^Ay. 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. (Jerry, Ay. V 

Mr. Lovell, Ay. > Ay. 

Mr. Holten, Ay.) 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ) mj^ 
Mr. Collins, No. 5 ^^^ 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, No. ) j^ 

Mr. Spencer, No. ^ "^ 



New York, 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Dehtware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
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Mr. Jay, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. Fell, 
Mr. Houston, 



AyO 

No! ^I^'VIDEP. 

Ay.J 



Mr. Sbi|!>pen, Ay.l 

Mr. Muhlenburg, Ay. > At. 



Mr. M^Lene, 

Mr. EHckinson, 
Mr. Vandyke, 
Mr. M'Kean, 

Mr. Carmiehael, 
Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Griffin, 
Mr. Fleming, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 



Ay. 



Ay. 



Mr. Laurens, 
Mr/ Drayton, 



South Carolina, 

So it was resolved in the affirofiatiYe. 



No. 



Divided. 



SEPTEMBER 6, 1779. 

The board of war, to whom wa^ referred a letter 
of 24th of August, from the president of the state of 
Pennsylvania, teport — * 

That they find it impracticable, without taking them 
from the supplies provided for the army, which are yet 



vastly deficient, to furnish the blankets requested for 
the ranging companies raided in this state. 



SEPTEMBER 7, 1779. 

Leonard Bcmles, of the Bahama Islands, having 
tignified hh intention of removing from thence:^ andl 
having cbmmunicdted a redommendation of him by 
th^ supreme executive council of the state of Penn- 
sylvania, to tb« citizens of that state, where he pro» 
pbses to reside — 

Ordered, That a passport, or safe conduct, be 
granted to the said Leonard Bowles, Esq. in his re- 
moval from the Bahama Islands to these United 
States. 



SEPTEMBER 10, 1779. 

The committee of commerce having informed Con- 
gress, that in pursuance of the order of Congress, they 
have expended, in the purchase of powder which is 
arrived, about three thousand pounds sterling of the 
bills delivered to them, agreeably to the order of the 
10th June; and that about twelve thousand pounds 
sterling remain in the hands of their agent at St. 
Eustatia-^ 

On motion of Mr. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Scud- 
der, 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce be di- 
rected to confer with the board of war, in what man- 
ner it will be most for the publick service, to lay out 
the remainder of the money entrusted to them. 
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SEPTEMBER 22, 1779. 

The marine coi^mittee report. That on maturely 
considering the resolutions of Congress of the 20tb 
instant, relative to the transportation of the North 
Carqlioa troops by sea, to South Carolina, tbej find sa 
many difficulties opposed to their carrying the sam^ 
into execution, as to induce them to recommend the 
sending the frigates immediately from Boston to. South 
Carolina, and ordering the North Carolina troc^ to 
proceed thither by the most expeiUtious roule : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the marine committee be directed 
to order the three frigates or ships of war, -mentioned 
in the resolutions of Congress of the 20th instant, to 
proceed from Boston immediately to South Caro- 
lina. 

That the North Carolina troops be ordered to pro- 
ceed by the most expeditious route to South Carolina. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to 
the governour of the state of North Carolina to use 
every means to prevent the desertion of the said 
troops whilst marching through that state ; and that he 
at the same time take such measures as will; be most 
effectual for filling up the said battalions to their full 
complement of men ; but that the march of the troops 
be on no account delayed for this, or any other pur- 
pose. 
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SEPTEMBER 26, 1779. 

The President laid before Congress two letters 
which he received from Mr. Gerard, written to him 
by J. Piombard, and dated Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, one the 5th and the other the 8th September, in- 
stant, which were read, giving information of the arri- 
val of count D'Estaing at Georgia : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That copies of the letters from Mr. Piom- 
bard to Mr. Gerard, of the 5th and 8th of Septem- 
ber, instant, communicated by Mr. Gerard to the 
President,' be sent to general Washington. That the 
general be also informed of the intention of our ally, 
that the armament under count D'Estaing shall ope- 
rate against the enemy in these United States ; and 
that general Washington be authorized and directed 
to concert and execute such plans of co-operation with 
the minister of France, or the count, as he may think 
proper. ^ 

Whereas Congress have received authentick infor- 
mation of the arrival of count D'Estaing with a power- 
ful fleet to co-operate with these United States ; and 
whereas by the vigorous exertions of the said states, 
the allied forces may be enabled to strike an impor- 
tant blow against the enemy — 

Resolved, That it be most earnestly recommended 
to the several states to furnish general Washington 
with such aid as he may require of them respectively, 
as well by detachments from their militia, as by pro- 
viding that the allied armaments in the United States 
be speedily and effectually -furnished with ample sup- 



plies of bread and other provisions ; and that the most 
vigorous exertions be made for that j^urpose. 



SEPTEMBER 27, 1779. 

A motion being made. That the contioental frigates 
and other continental armed vessels at Boston, or other 
eastern ports, be forthwith provided with skilful pilots 
for Newfoundland, Halifax, Penobscot, and Hbode 
Island I that they be detained until they shall be di- 
]*ected to s^il from thence by^general WiishingtoD ; an^ 
that they observe such orders as they shall receive 
fipom him — 

Ordered, That it be referred to the ipaarine cooimit'» 
tee ; aud that they take order thereon* 

DECEMBER 13, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Qerry, seconded by Mr. Hous-* 
ton — 

Resolved, That the board of treasury be directed 
to pay to John Mitchel, deputy quartermaster general, 
a sum in bills of exchange, sufficient to dischai^ a 
year's rent of the house occupied by the President of 
Congress. [For order to draw bills, see November 
23d, 1779.] 

DECEMBER 14, 1779. 

Resolved, That the commercial committc^e be direct- 
ed to take immediate measures to procure a supply of 
gunpowder and clothing for the use of the continental 
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army and rtary; and that the treasury board be di** 
rected to supply them for that purpose with bills of 
exchange on Holland, to the amount of four thousand 
pounds sterlitig, when required by the said committee, 
in lieu of billa formerly furnished them for that pur- 
pose, which are supposed to be destroyed. 

DECEMBER 16, 1779. 

The -committee, consisting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. 
Schuyler, tnd Mr. Sherman, to whom were referred a 
letter t>f 24th November from don Juan Miralles, one 
of 27th November from the minister of France, and a 
report of a committee sent to headquarters to cohfer 
with the commander in chief on the state of the souths 
em department, brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That general Lincoln, or the command* 
ing officer for the time bein^ in the southern deparl- 
•ment, be, ^nd he is hereby authorized and empowered, 
to correspond and concert with the governour of Ha- 
▼anna^ or any other person or persons properly au- 
thorized by his catholick majesty, such plan as shall 
in his opinion be best calculated to inaure the reduc- 
tion of the enemy's force in the state of Georgia, and 
for the conquest of East Florida; and that the state of 
South Carolina be requested to afford every assistance 
in their power for carrying the same into effect. 

In passing this resolution a divtsiion was called for ; 
^nd on the question to agree to the clause ^^ and for 
*^ the conquest of East Florida,'' the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Forbes — 

VOL. I. 17 
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New Hftmpsfaire, Mr. Peabody, 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holteh, 
' Mr. Partridge, 

Mr. Ellery, 



[Dec. 29, ITTflf- 
Ay. ^Ar. 




Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

NewYork, 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
North Carolina, 



Ay. ^At. 



Mr. Huntington, ' Ay.^ 
Mr. Sherman, Ay. > Ar. 

Mr. Ellsworth,^ Ay.) 

Mr.R.RXiTing8lon,Ay« ^ 
Mr. Floyd, Ay. > Af. 

Mr. L'Hommedieu, Ay. 3 



Mr. Fell, 
Mr. Houston, 

Mr. Searle, 
Mr. M'Lene, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 



Divided. 



Ar. 



No.> 

Ay. 5 

%:\ 

No. 5 No. 



South Carolina, Mr. Matthews, Ay. ^Ar. 
So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



DECEMBER 29, 1 779r 

It being suggested by the board of war that a plan 
iias been proposed to them which they conceive may 
be advantageous in procuring necessaries for the 
army — 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appoiated 
to confer with the board of war on the subject, and 
report their opinion to Congress, Whether the plan is 
practicable, and would be attended with advantage. 

The members— Mr. Burke, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Mat- 
thews, 



DECEMBER 31, 1779. 

The committee appointed to confer with the board 
of war, report as their opinion, that the plan commu- 
nicated to them by the board appears practicable, and, 
if carried into execution, promises supplies of certain 
articles immediately wanted for the troops at much 
less expense, and with greater despatch, than they can 
otherwise be procured ; that no coercion is requisite 
in the execution ; that the expense will not exceed 
half a million of continental dollars; and the risk to 
the United States is inconsiderable : Whereupon, 
\ Resolved, That it be referred to the board of war; 
and that they be authorized to take order. 

JANUARY II, 1780. 

A report of the board of treasury was read, relative 
to the report of James Milligan, late one of the com- 
missioners of accounts, and authorized by special ap- 
pointment of the board, on the 21st day of June last, 
in consequence of an order of Congress of the 7th of 
the same month, to repair to Virginia, and settle (he 
accounts of the United States against the troops of the 
convention of Saratoga ; and the correspondence b;^- 
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tween the said James Mitligan and tnajor general Wil- 
liam Philips, senior officer of tbe said Croops ; to« 
gether with sundry other papers relative to the said 
accounts: Wheretipon, 

Resolved) That for facilitating the settlement of (he 
accounts of the United States against the troops of the 
convention of Saratoga, which have arisen subsequent- 
ly to those settled and paid by lieutehant general Bur- 
goyne, previous to bis departure for Engia id, all arti- 
cles ptoper tobe included be charged at the same rates 
as the like articles were charged in the accounts settled 
between major general Heath and lieutenant general 
Burgoyne. 

That alt supplies hereafter furnished to the said 
troops be charged in like manner. * 

That mnjor general Philips, now In New York on 
parole, be required to have the amount due for pro- 
visions and other articles supplied to the said troops, 
in the months of March, April, May, June, July and 
August, 1778, and Januai-y, February, March, April, 
May, June and July, 1779, forthwith discharged, 
agreeably to the resolutions of Congress of the 19th 
December, 1777, and 22d May, 1778. 

That if major general Philips shall persist in refus- 
ing to discharge the said accounts, demand thereof be 
made from general sir Henry Clinton, or the officer 
commanding in chief the British forces at New York. 

That in case of non-compliance in this resort, the 
guards be thereupon doubled, at the expense of the 
British government, and the said troops kept on half 
allowance for the space of one month ; on one third al- 
lowance for the succeeding month ; and thenceforward 
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one fourth allowtnce, until further order sbtU be taken 
for the equitable adjustment of the premises. 

That the mode adopted by George Rice, assistant 
deputy quartermaster general, at Charlotteviile, for ap- 
portioning the* charges of supplies furnished by the 
quartermaster generaPs department to the troops of 
the convention, and the guards, appears to be the only 
practicable one left for adjusting the same* 

That the quartermaster general be directed to take 
effectual care that the accounts of all supplies which 
may in future be furnished by his department for the 
said convention troops, be kept separate from the ac- 
counts of supplies furnished for the guards. 

That the board of treasury be authorized and direct- 
ed to commission and instruct some suitable person or 
persons to complete the final settlement of the said ac- 
counts, and receire the sums due thereon, or the arti- 
cles delivered in kind, on the part of the enemy. 

That the said board give the necessary orders for col- 
lecting the vouchers and preparing the accounts of the 
supplies furnished to-the said convention troops, from 
the 1st of September to the 31st December, 1778, and 
from 1st August to the 31st December, 1779. 

JANUARY 17, 1780. 

Congress took into consideration a report of a com- 
mittee on a memorial from the honourable the minister 
plenipotentiary of France ; and. thereupon came to the 
followi4;ig resolutions : 
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. Wbereks the miaisterplenipptentiarjr of France bsth' 
represented to us that a quantity of wheat and flour, 
hath been procured and collected in the state of Mary- 
land, at a great expense, for the fleet of bis most 
cbristidn majesty, and for his garrisons in the French 
islands ; that they are in pressing want of those sup- 
plies^ that by an act of the legislature of the said 
state, commissioners therein named are authorized to 
seize wheat and flour in stores ; and that the seizure of 
the!wheatand flour Collected as aforesaid, and in the 
bands of William Smith, Esq. of Baltimore, in the said 
state, would embarrass the measures of the agent of 
the marine of the king of France, endanger the success 
of military plans, and expose to want the garriepns 
aforesaid ; and hath requested our interposition in this, 
regard : Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommfeiu]- 
edto the governour and council of the state of Mary-, 
land, to direct the commissioners appointed to carry 
the act for the immediate supply of flour and other 
provisions for the army into full force and execution, 
to refrain from seizing the provisions which have been 
purchased by permission' of the state of Maryland. for 
the agent of the marine of his most christian inajesty ; 
to replace them in case they have been already seized ; 
and to permit the exportation thereof. 

That a copy of the memorial of the minister pleni- 
potentiary of France, and a copy of the papers en- 
closed, be immediately transmitted, with the foregoing 
resolution, to the governour and council of the state of 
Maryland. 
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-' Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the exertions of the legislature and governour and coun- 
cil of the state of Maryland to procure an immediate 
supply of flour and other provisions for the army. 

And that the governour and council be requested to 
cause the same to be forwarded as fast as procured, to 
the army, the pressing wants of which demand immedi* 
ate relief* 

JANUARY 26, 1780. 

■ The committee, to whom was referred a letter of the 
19th from general Washington, brought in a report, 
which Was read and taken into consideration. 

The first paragraph being read, viz. 

" That general Washington be informed that Con- 
<< gress had no intention of connecting the settlement 
^^ or payment of the accounts against the convention 
^^ troops with the proposed exchange of prisoners, and 
^^ that he be authorized to proceed to negotiate said 
*' exchange with all convenient despatch on such 
** terms, in all respects, as he may judge most expe- 
« dient''— 

An amendment was moved by Mr. Livingston, se- 
conded by Mr. Folsom, to add thereto ** Yet from a 
'^ change of circumstances, they think it improper to 
** conclude an exchange, till it is agreed as a prelimi- 
^ nary article that the accounts be settled and paid.'' 

A motion was made by Mr. M^Kean, seconded by 
Mr. PenD,'to postpone the consideration of the para- 
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^aph and an^endaieiit, in order to consider iht fol- 
lawiog proposition : 

^'That the general be informed it is the wish of 
<< Congress that the exchange of prisoners, upon prio^ 
<< ciples of equality, ^ould proceed at all evente ; but 
*^that they abo hope it may be practicable, in the 
^< course of the business, to obtain an assurance, that 
<^ the accounts for the subsistence of the contention 
^^ troops shall be liquidated and paid, by retaining' a 
<^ number of them, not less than five hundred, to se- 
" cure this measure, or otherwise ; that, however. Con- 
*^gres8 submit the whole to hia wisdom and pru- 
"dence," 

On the question to postpone, for the purpose abore- 
mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
Fell- 
New Hampshire, Mr. Polsom, No. )-No. 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr* Lovell, No. 

Mr. Holtcn, No 

Mr. Partridge, No 



,>No. 
•J 



Rhode Island, Mi^. Ellery, No. >*N€r. 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, No«l 

Mr. Sherman, No. > No. 

Mr. EUi worth. No.) 

New York, Mr. Livingston, No. ) 

Mr. Floyd, No.> No. 
Mr.L'Hommedieu,No. ) 

New Jersey, Mr. Fell, No. i 

Mr. Houston, No.> No. 

Mr. Clark, No.) 



Mr. Shippen, No.J 

Delawa|*f / '^u ^^Ke^ff\^ Ay. ^At. 

Maryland, Mr. Plater, No. ) ^r^ 

Mr. Forbes, No. 5^^* 

Virginia, Mr. GriflSn, No. ^x 

North Oarpljnsj, Mr. Ppnn^ Ay. ^ 

Mr. Burke, No.> No. 

Mr. Jo|^s^ No. ) 

South Carplin^r, Mr. Mat|hetp:jS9 ^9. }^f^^^ 

So it pa|s^4Ji^ ^^^ ^%^^^X!^r 
On the c][uestion to agree to the amendment, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Fell— • 

New Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, No. ) t^,„,^„_ 

Massachusetts Pay ,Mr. Lpvell, No.^ 

Mr. Holten, No. > No. 

Mr« Partridge, ^ No.> 

Rhodie Island, Mr. Ellery, Ay. ^A^. 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, Not ) 

Mr. Sherman, No. > No. 

Hr.£Hsworih, Ko.y 

New York, Mr. Livingstqn, Ay. ') 

Mr. Floyd, No.>No. 
MF.L'Hommedieu, No. ) 
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New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
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Mr. Fell, No. 

Mr. Houston, No. 

Mr. Clark, Ay 



[J[aii.ft|, 



:l 



No. 



Mr. Searle, No.^ 

Mr. Muhlenberg, No. 
Mr. M^Lene, No. 
Mr. Shippen, 

Mr. M*Kean, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. Griffin, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr; Jones, 



>No. 




South Carolina, Mr. Matthews, No. ^No. 

So it passed in the negative. 

The main question being amended to read — '^ That 
^^ general Washington be authorized to proceed to ne- 
^^ gotiate an exchange of prisoners with all convenient 
^^ despatch, on such terms, iki all respects, as he may 
"judge expedient" — 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
bein'g required by Mr. Fell- 



New Hampshire, 



Mr. Peabody, 
Mr. Folsom, 



No. 
No. 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Partridge, 



Ay.) 



Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

New York, 

New. Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
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Mr* EUcry, 

Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Ellsworth, 



13» 



No. >No. 




Mr. Floyd, 

Mr. L'Hommedieu, Ay 



A,. I 



Mr. Fell, 
Mr. Houston, 

Mr. Searle, 
Mr. M^Lene, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. Griffin, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Jones, 



Ay.) 
Ay. I 



Ay. 



Ay. 



Ay. 




South Carolina, Mr. Matthews, Ay. ^Ay. 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The next paragraph in the report being read, viz. 

^^ That the resolution of Congress, of the 1 1 th of 
^< January, instant, respecting the penalty for non-fiay- 
'^ ment of the money due from the convention troops be 
" repealed: 

^^ And that the board of treasury suspend the requi« 
<^ sition for the payment of the said money, until the 
" proposed negotiation for exchange of prisoners is 
"finished"— 

A division was called for ^ and on the question, 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the first clause. 



^46 
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[JdftvlB^ 



On the ijufeslion to agi*fee to the second %lilfe^, ^iz* 
" And that the board of treasury suspend," fee— the 
yeas and nAyt being required by Mr. Fell — 



New Hampshire, IVir. Peabody, 
Mr. Folsdsh, 

Massachusetts Bay,Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Hoiteh^ 



No 
No. 



No. 
Ay 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New Tort, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
il^h Gari^lina, 



Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. Huntti)gtoD, 
Mr. Sherman, 

Mr. Fl^yd, 

Mr. L'Hommedieu 

Mr. Fell, 
Mr. HTOtwtbn, 
Mr. Glkrk, 

Mr. Searle, 
Mr. M«Line, 

Mr. Plater,* 
Mr. Forbes, 

Hit. tS'riten, 

Mr. Penn^ 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Jones, 



* i Divided. 
No. )^No. 

Ay.) 
No.> 

Ay.).)* 



]!Jo. 

Ay 
Ay 



£inith GaroUna^ Mr. Matthews^ Ay. ^Ay. 

iSb it wai resolved in tde affirmative^ 
On the question to agree to the whole as dtteddi^d, 
the yieas and nays being Required by Mr. Peabbdyr— 



mk} 
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Mn F^lsotn, 
Massacbusetts bay,Mr. LoVell, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

N«w Vork, 
Kew Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North Carolina, 



Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. Huntington, 
Mn Sherman, 
Mr* Ellsworth^ 

iVIh Floyd, 

Mr« L'iionkiiedteu. 

Mr. Pell, 
Mr. Houston, 
Mn Clarke^ 

Mr. Searl^, 
Mr. i»I*Len^, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 

Mr. Griffin, 

Mr. Pcnn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. JbtttS, 








South Carolina, Mr. Matthews, Ay* ^Ay. 

So it was 

tteisoli^ed, that general Wd^lififigton be laftitfadri'zed 
to>prbceed to negotiate a'n ejccb'atige of ^H&onens, witli 
all convenient despatch, on suCh tem^ in all respects 
as be may juiigh ei^pediebt. 

That the resolution of Congress of the 11th instant, 
respecting the penalty for non-payment of the money 
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due from tbe convei^iion troops foe repealed. And 
that the board of treasury sudpend the requisition for 
payment of the said money, until the proposed nego- 
tiation for ^exchange of prisoners is finished. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1780. 

On a report of the board of treasuiy— 
Resolved, That the board of treasury direct Tho- 
mas Smith, esquire, continental loan officer for the 
state of Pennrsylvania, to deliver to Peter Whitesides, 
or his order, three thousand nine hundred and thirty- 
one Mexican dollars and thirty-five fifty-fourths of a 
dollar, in bills of exchange, drawn upon the honoura- 
ble John Jay, minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at the court of Madrid, ta discharge a note given 
by the treasury to Robert Morris, esquire, for specie 
borrowed agreeably to a resolution of Congress of the 
16thof June last. 

MARCH 14, 1780. 

It being represented that the board of war have it 
in their power to make a contract which will be highly 
beneficial to the United States, but that to ensure the 
success of it secrecy is necessary — 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to 
confer with tbe board of war, and report on the expe- 
diency of the measure. 

The members — Mr. Eilery, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. 
Sherman. 
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MARCH 20, 1780. 

The committee appointed to confer with the board 
of war relative to the contract offered to the board of 
war, report- 
That they have attended that duty, and are of opi- 
nion, that the proposed contract will be beneficial to 
the United States; and that it is expedient for the 
board of war to take the measures necessary to carry 
the same into execution* That when the contract is 
fblfilled, bills on Spain, not exceeding the amount of 
thirty thousand pounds sterling, must be furnished the 
board to enable them on their part to comply with the 
terms of the contract : Whereupon, 

Resolved, Tfiat the board of war be authorized to 
complete the proposed contract; and when fulfilled, 
that bills of exchange be drawn on Spain to the amount 
of thirty thousand pounds sterling, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary for the above purpose, payable 
to the paymaster of the board of war and ordnance 
for discharging the said contract. 

APRIL 8, 1780. 

Resolved, That the application from the state of 
Massachusetts Bay for an expedition to be adopted for 
dislodging the enemy from Penobscot, with the papers 
relating thereto, be referred to the consideration of the 
commander in chief of the army of these United States ; 
and that continental pay and rations be allowed to 
any body of militia, not exceeding eight hundred men, 



which the state of Mftssacfausetts Bay may judge ne- 
cessary to be raised for the defence of the eastern part 



of that state. 



APRIL 17, UtO. 



Qq tt^e report of a pon^i^ittee tp whoip W2^ ref^ed 
^ I^tte? frQW lieat^qapt cplop^ Pericks — 

R^?SoiT^(jl, TJiat Ijpm^wai^t pc^<i^l pcirJQks ^lavq 

\^Y^ Uf returw tp Hpl)an4 ^w^iWy ^9 Ki? r^^9^.t, 

Tk^\ fpT bi^ p^^er^i^es, ^pfl \q ^aab> bim t? ffr 
tijrn bPW^) ft bill 9f .jejfc;b»»f « fer *e W^ R( fi^f ^»t 
dfedf^oUars bi?dr8wp w bk (aypwr, Q^^ th^ ftqaww? 

cease. 

APRIL 19, 1780^ 

A Iiqtter from J. Wilson and W. I^ewis, ip behalf of 
Mr* Aaron Lopez, a npercbant residing in t^e stale of 
Mf^ss^chu^etts Bay, wajs re£(d, feauesting a protection 
for him, and also for his factor, captain ^en^^min 
Wright, to enable Mr. Lopez to remove his property 
from Jamaica to some of these United States. 

Resolved, That the request be granted. 

APRIl^ 30, 1780* 

On a report from the bo^rd of treasury — 
Resolved, That the board of treasury be authorized 
to negotiate, at the current rate of exchange, bills of 
exchange drpiwn on the honourably ^ohn Jay, pur- 
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ink&t to a retoliitiOB of Congress of tfae QSd of No- 
vember last, to tbe aioount of &ve miHion of dollars, 
oontmentQl currency, tio greater part of itbich tbao to 
the amount of one million of dollars to be negotiated 
in the present month. 



APRIL 24, 1780. 

The following letter to the states was agreed to : 
" It is the duty bf Congress to be as full and expli- 
*< cit in their re(|ttisitionB as the pubtick exigencies are 
" great and pressing ; and they are confident that the 
^ citizens of these states are not more desirous to be 
*' informed bf their affairs, than they are ready and 
" willing to affbrd the most vigorous assistance* It is 
" unnecessary to mention our embarrassments. They 
'* are known to you. To the means of relieving them 
" we wish your attention. 

" The whole of the moneys due on the quotas of 
** taxes to the first of March last, are become of Im- 
" mediate and indispensable necessity. Numerous 
" debts have accumulated on the publick departments, 
*' and justice requires they should be forthwith dis- 
" charged. Large sums are also requisite for the 
" purposes of transportation, and to continue the pur- 
" chases of supples for the army until the states are 
"prepared to furnish them. On these quotas drafts 
" are now making, and must continue to be made to 
" the whole amount, nor can a doubt be admitted of 
" their being punctually answered. If any state should 
" be unprepared, if the collections are incomplete, not 
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^ a. moment is to be lost. Deky will be dtsftppoint- 
^^ ment, and may involve coBsequeaces* too interesting, 
^^ too fatal, to.be hazarded. Should the.piibliek opo- 
^^ rations, throagh languor and inattenti^b, be retarded 
^^and stopped; should those exertions, which have 
*^ hitherto rendered this contest conspicuous to the 
^' world, be intermitted, the fairest prospects and the 
^' most promising occasion may be irretrievably lost. 
^ Urge, therefore, the instant execution of every;mea- 
*^ sure which has beep adopted, and the speedy adop- 
^^tioD of such as yet remain to be taken* 

^^ The specifick supplies required by the resolatkm 
*^ of the ^otb of February last, will forthwith become 
^^ matter of equal urgency and importance. These 
^* must be relied on in future, as the principle, not to 
>Vsay the only resource from which the army is to be 
^^.supporied. From the obvious propriety of adopting 
^< the mode there described, as best suited to the ease 
-^^ and convenience of the respective states, as making 
^' a just apportionment of the burdens of the war, and 
>' as necessary for correcting abuses in the expendi- 
(( ture of the publick money, Congress have the fullest 
^c^ontidence that the measure will Jbe approved and 
^^successful, and by seasonM>lj ^nd amply providing 
" for the -army, enable them to act and co-operate as 
.^^ circumstances may require, with vigour and decision, 
*^^ through the ensuing caoatpaign. 

'* The resources of our. country, even after a five 
^' years obstinate and wasting war, are still abundant; 
t*' and, in articles the most essential, scarcely impaired. 
'* The spirit of the people is free to produce them. 
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^< AU tbtt 15 wanting is an established mediiNn ci ne<^ 
^go^tioo to be appHed k) effecting, it* Sach we are 
^firmly persuaded will be secured by a proper atten* 
^ tton to the resolations of the 18th of March last^ front 
*^ which, as the object is not confined to the ptircbase 
^ of publick supplier only, but extends to the various' 
^' transactions of the commnnity, the nost extensive 
^ benefits may be justly expeeted. 

" The crisis calls for exertion, fiftich is to be done 
^^ in a little time. And every motive thai can stiomiatei 
" the mind of man presents itself to view. No period 
^^ has occurred in this long and glorious struggle^ in^ 
^ which indecision could be so destructive; and on the^ 
^^ other hand, no conjuncture has been more favourable 
^ to great and deciding efforts. 

^^ We detain you no longer than to mention the ne» 
^cessity of early and freqiient communications on the 
^ subjects of this address i and to remind you Bow 
^ much they contribute, on all occasions, to the success 
" of arrangements for the publick safety." 

On motion of Mr. Lovell, seconded by Mr.^ Muhlen^ 
berg, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Hth^ respects 
ing lieutenant colonel Dericks, be repealed. 



APRIL 2^, 1780. 

Mr. Plater, a delegate from Maryland, laid before 
Congress a resolve of the assembly of that state,, 
granting license to Mr. John Hunt to- proceed to 
Great Britain, and return with IMbr. Ridley and ktmly 



i>jr the way of N^v York, or otherwisie ; and reqiieAttfif 
<« tbe honourable Congress to grant tlttir passport to 
^< protect Mr« Hunt and Mr. Ridley and fomtly and ef- 
^^ fects froai capture by any vessel of war, prirateer, 
'^oc letter Df marque, belonging to the United States, 
^^or any of 4beB», or to any subject of the United 
** States :'' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the request of the assembly of 
Maryland be complied with ; and that the President be 
authorilsed to grant letters of protection accordingly. 



MAY », 17dO. 

The committee, consisting of Mr, Clark, Mr, Lo- 
vell and Mr. Jos. Jones, to whom was referred a 
letter of the 5th from the board of war, report — 

That having conversed with the petitioner therein 
referred to, and having received from the board the 
testimonies mentioned by them respecting his reputa- 
ble character, they are of opinion that permission 
should be granted to the petitioner to go to Great 
Britain, for the purpose of removing his property from 
thence to these United Stales ; and that a protection 
in the usual form be given to him. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the report. 

MAY 10, 1780. 

On a report of tbe board of treasury-r 
Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomias Smith, 
commissioner pf the continental loan o$ce in the state 



of Pennsylvania, fop tw€nty-five thousand dollars, spe- 
cie, in favour of Joseph Carleton, payinfeister to the 
board of war and ordnance, payable ki bills of ex- 
change to be drawn on the honourable John Jay, 
esquire, minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America at the court of Madrid, to be applied pur- 
suant to the resolution of Congress of 21st April,^ re- 
specting American prisoners ; and fpr which the said 
J/ Carleton is To be accountable. 

MAY 19, 178Q. 

On the report of a comniittee» to whom was referred 
a meorofial (ma the hoi^itrable the minister plcnipo* 
tentlary of France, . 

Re3dl?ed, That the states of Virginia, Maryland, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, 
Cootiecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts Bay and 
New Hampshire, be most earnestly called on to cpl- 
lect and pay into the continental treasury, immediately, 
if possible, and at ail events within thirty days from 
this time, ten millions of dollars for the special purpose 
hereafter mentioned, in the following proportions ; the 
payments to be credited to the said states respectively, 
on their quotas of money due to the United States to 
the first day of March last, viz. 

Virginia, - - 1,953,200 

Maryland, - • 1,234,350 

Delaware, - - 132,800 



Carried forward, 3,320,350 



tt0 
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Brought fonrwd, 


S,890,3JM) 


PsBiuylvaniaf - 


1,796,960 


New Jersey, - 


709,950 


New York, 


- «85,90O 


Connecticut, - 


1,S99,1»0 


Rhode Island, 


USfSAO 


Ifossachusetts Bay, • 


1,794,9*0 


New Hampshire, 


S13,4M) 
10,000,000 



Resolved, That bills be iminediately drawn, under 
the direction of the board of treasury, on the bon<»ira- 
ble doctor Benjamin Franklin, for twenty-fiTe diou* 
sand dollars, and on the hommrable John Jay, tor 
twenty-five thousand dollars, payable at silty days 
sight ; that they be offered for sale in Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land and Virginia, in the following proponi<»)s, vit. 



Massachusetts Bay, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 



20,000 
3,000 
8,000 

1 0,000 ' 
5,000 
4,000 



Resolved, That the money to be raised as aforesaid, 
be appropriated and applied to the bringing the army 
into the field, and forwarding their supplies, in such 
manner as the exigencies and nature of the service 
may require. 

Resolved, That the committee at headquarters be 
directed to expedite the drawing foith the supplies of 
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the stated reipiired by tt^e resolation of Congress of 
the 35th of February last, as the exigency and nature 
of the service may require, and the commander in chief 
shall judge them necessary. That, in case of any 
extraordinary emergency, more of any of the articles 
enumerated in the said resolution shall become neces- 
sary than is therein provided for, the said committee, 
with the advice of the commander in chief, do apply 
to the legislature or executive powers of any of the 
states aforesaid, from New Hampshire to Virginia in- 
elusive, as may be most convenient, to have them im- 
mediately purchased at the expense of the United 
States, or otherwise procured on the credit of tbe'same^ 
if necessity shall so require. 

' That the said committee give directions for procur- 
ing any other articles not provided for in the said reso- 
lution of the 3dth of February, which the exigency of 
the service may in the opinion of the commander in 
chief render necessary ; direct the proper applications 
to the civil magistrates of any of the states for obtain- 
ing them, in such manner as shall not admit of delay. 

That the said committee be also authorized to give 
assurance, where any of the aforesaid articles shall be 
purchased, or otherwise procured on the credit of the 
United States, that the just value of the same shall be 
paid, with interest at six per cent., as fast as money 
can be raised for that purpose. 

That the said committee report their proceedings 
to Congress once a fortnight. 

Resolved, That the legislatures from New Haipp- 
shire to Virginia inclusive, be requested to invest their 
executive authority, or some other persons, with such 



^w«ni as v^itl mMi ibem, t>n ibi applkalioli of th^ 
codimiitee aforesaid, to draw fortk at this critical pe^ 
riod (lierisidarces of tbe state. 



May 20, nao. 

On the report of the s^id coiaiQitt^e-^ 

Resolved, Thc^t the ouMrqMis de la Fayette be r^- 
quested to make mch cottmnoications aa he has 4o o£- 
fer, relative t<]) ib^ military afrietratioiis of the ieet and 
army of his mdit christian ,majesty in Ai»ertca, to the 
icommander in chief of the Aroeiican army. 

Resolved, That tbe comnaader in cbief» after hav- 
ing received the commnnications of the tnarqats de la 
Fayette, take such measares for carrying on tbe ope- 
rations of the ensuing campaign as will effectually prof 
mote tbe purposes mentioned in the answer given to 
the <ofBm«uucations of tbe honourable the isinister 
plenipotentiary of France, on the 31st January last* 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in this 
report be requested to confer with the honourable th^ 
minister of France on the means of supplying the for- 
ces of his most christian majesty, in case of their 
arrival in America, and to report thereon to Congress* 

Resolved, That tbe same committee collect the in- 
telligence requested in tbe communications of tbe che*- 
valier, de la Luzerne ;. and that they be for that pur* 
po^e empowered to establish correspondences with the 
governours of any of the United States, or such other 
persons as they may think proper ; and that they lay 
:«uch intelligence before Congress. 
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MAY 22, 1780. 

Resolved, That the President communicate to his 
most christian majesty^ through his minister the hon- 
ourable the chevalier de la Luzerne, the grateAil sense 
that Congress entertain of his unremitted attention to 
the interests of these United States, evidenced by his 
many great and generous eSbrts in their behalf; and 
that his minister be informed of the proceedings of 
Congress in consequence of his communications* 

JUNE 1^ 1780. 

On a report of tbe board of war, to whom were re* 
ferred a letter of 27lli May, from governour Clinton, 
and a letter of 28th May, from president Weare— 

Resolved, That a post be established al Shohekin, in 
the county of Ulster, in the stale of New York, and 
tnaintained at the expense of the United States. 

That the said garrison be under the particular direc« 
tion and superintendence of his excellency governour 
Clinton, subject however to the orders of the com- 
mander in chief of the continental army. 

That if the number of troops necessary to garrison 
this post cannot be conveniently spared out of those 
already voted by Congress, for the defence of the 
frontiers of the state of New York, Congress approve 
the employing from time to time, at the expense of 
the United States, such number of militia as may be 
sufficient for that purpose ; so as that the whole em- 
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154 SECRET JOURNAL. [Junfrlt 

ployed in this service do not exceed one hundred and 
fifty men, with a proper proportion of officers. 

Resolved, That the president and council of the 
state of New Hampshire be authorized to embody and 
maintain, at the expense of the United States, any 
number of men not exceeding two hundred and fifty 
rank and file, with a proportionable number of officers, 
to assist in guarding the frontiers of that state. 

On the report of a committee appointed to confer 
with the honourable the minister pleoipotentiary of 
France — 

Resolved, That the governour of the state of Con- 
necticut be, and he is hereby authorized to receive, on 
account of these United States, out of the moneys rais- 
ed by that state more than sufficient to discharge the 
drafts heretofore made by Congress, and to comply 
with the requisition of Congress of the 30th of May 
last,' or out of tbe bHls that shall be completed and 
lodged in the continental loan office in that state for 
the use of the United States, pursuant to a resolution 
of Congress of the 18th of March last, one million 
two hundred thousand dollars of the bills now in cir- 
culation, or thirty thousand dollars of the bills last 
mentioned, or a proportion of each, on the application 
of monsieur de Corny, commissary of the troops in the 
service of his most christian majesty ; and advance the 
same to him, taking his receipts to replace the same in 
specie in the treasury of th^se United States, when 
required by Congress ; the said receipts to be trans* 
milted to the treasury board as soon as possible^ 
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JUNE 17, 1780. / 

On the report of a committee appointed to prepare 
a plan for the defence of the southern states, 

Resolved, That the executive power of the state of 
Virginia ^be earnestly requested to order a reinforce- 
ment of five thousand militia, including any that may 
be now in service, to join the southern army with all 
possible despatch. 

That the executive power of the state of North Ca- 
rolina be earnestly requested to order a reinforcement 
of four thousand militia, including such as are now in 
service, to join the said army. 

That it be recommended to the state of Virginia to 
keep in readiness an additional force of three thousand 
militia : and to the state of North Carolina, to keep in 
readiness an additional force of two thousand militia, 
in order to join the southern army upon the shortest 
notice. 

That no supplies of men, and no provisions except 
bacon, and so much grain as the executive of the state 
of Virginia conceive can be spared from the southern 
army — they bearing in mind that the wants of the grand 
army are at this time extremely pressing — be removed 
to the northward of the state of Virginia, until the fur- 
ther order of Congress. 

That the moneys raised for the use of the United 
States, in th^ state of Maryland, and the states to the 
southward thereof, be appropriated to the supply of 
the military chest and exigencies of the war in the 
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southern department, until the farther order of Con* 
gress. 

That the board of war be directed to take effectual 
measures for supplying the said department with ail 
necessary military stores, 

JUNE 21, 1780. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. R, 
R. Livingston, Mr. M^Kean and Mr. Ellsworth, to whom 
was referred a note from the minister of France, 

Resolved, That the minister of France be informed 
that Congress have used every means in their power 
to fulfil their engagements of January last ; that they 
have apportioned the quotas of the several states, and 
called upon them mo8t earnestly to complete the same } 
that the surrender of Charleston, and the diversion 
of our force to the southern department, together wilK 
the heavy loss sustained by fatigue and desertion in a 
long and toilsome march, have for the present conside- 
rably weakened the main army ; that Congress have 
endeavoured to replace these deficiencies, by demand- 
ing large additional supplies of recruits and militia 
from the middle and eastern states, to take the field by 
the first of July ; that their requests have been fre- 
quently reiterated in the strongest terms; that they 
have reason to believe that many of them are making 
great efforts to comply with their demand ; and that 
they are not without well grounded expectations that 
the importance of the occasion will awaken all to the 
most vigorous exertions ; that Congress have demands 
ed from each state immediate information of the mea- 
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Hires they have adopted in consequence of their requi- 
sition ; that they hope to be thereby enabled more 
fully to satisfy the wishes of the minister of France, 
relative to the matters contained in hi$ memorial ; that 
they do full justice to the solicitude of the minister of 
France, for the advancement of the mutual interests 
of bis most christian majesty and these United States, 
and see with pleasure, in the warmth with which he 
urges measures evidently calculated for the immediate 
advantage of these states, the intimacy of the union of 
the allied powers. 

And whereas Congress did, in behalf of the United 
States, assure his most christian majesty, by their act 
of 31st January last, that they would bring into the 
field twenty-five thousand men, exclusive of officers, 
and at the same time solicit a naval force to co-operate 
against the common enemy : and whereas advice has 
been received from the court of France, that his most 
christian majesty, in compliance with the solicitations 
of Congress, hath not only directed a considerable 
naval force to repair to North America, but hath sub- 
joined thereto a respectable body of land forces : and 
whereas Congress in consequence of their engagements 
by their act of February last, did call on the several 
states to complete their quota of troops to the estab- 
lishment mentioned in the said act ; which quota they 
have since, from the disaster of Charleston, found it 
necessary to increase, and have accordingly approved 
the requisitions of their committee at headquarters : 
and whereas none of the states, whose battalions were 
deficient, have yet sent on their recruits to com- 
plete the same, nor afforded any assurances that the 
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requisitions of Congress and their conunittee will be 
complied with : and whereas the execution of the 
above requisition will be extremely hazardous and ex- 
pensive, unless the further demands of Congress and 
their committee, for provision, are punctually complied 
with: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said states be requested expli- 
citly, and without the least delay, to inform Congress 
how far they may rely upon their furnishing the seve- 
ral supplies of men,- money and provisions, called for 
by Congress or their committee at headquarters. 

And whereas the legislatures of many of the United 
States are not now convened, though earnestly request- 
ed by Congress to continue their sessions, or to vest in 
some person such powers as would enable them on the 
requisition of Congress or their committee, to draw 
forth the military resources of the state : and whereas 
Congress are not fully informed whether their magis- 
trates are so empowered : 

Resolved, That the supreme executive magistrate 
in each state, where the legislature is not now conven- 
ed, be requested immediately to inform Congress what 
measures they have taken, or empowered to take, in 
compliance with the above requisitions of Congress, in 
order that Congress, whose duty it is, may provide that 
effectual measures be taken that every state in the 
union contribute their quota to the common defence. 

Resolved, That the executive magistrate of every 
state be requested to correspond weekly with the com- 
mittee of Congress at headquarters, advising them of 
the measures actually taken from time to time in pur* 
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saance of tbe above recited reqoisitions of Congress 
and their committee. 



JUNE 24, 1780, 

Tbe committee of commerce, to whom was referred 
a communication of tbe minister of France, and a let- 
ter of 18th May, from Mr* Carabasse, of Cape Fran- 
cois, brought in a report : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of admiralty be directed 
to order one of the continental frigates to proceed as 
soon as possible to Cape Francois, and to take on 
board all*such publick goods and stores as Mr. Cara- 
basse may have in his hands to ship ; and to proceed 
therewith to Delaware orChesapeak Bay. 

JULY 14, 1780. 

Congress took into consideration the report of a 
committee on a memorial of Mr* du Simitiere; and 
thereupon came to the following resolution : 

Whereas Pierre Eugene du Simitiere, of tbe city of 
Philadelphia, hath, with great industry, and at much 
expense, collected materials for a literary work to be 
entitled, '' Memoirs and observations on the origin and 
'^ present state of North America," and hath solicited 
Congress to grant him "encouragement in preparing and 
publishing the same ; and whereas Congress are fully 
satis6ed that a work of this nature will greatly tend to 
diffuse useful knowledge — 

Resolved, That for the encouragement of the said 
Mr. du Simitiere, in carrying on and completing his 
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i^ltid undertakings it be, &nd it is hereby recommended 
to the several states, upon his application, to aflbrd 
him such assistance as may be most beneficial to him, 
in rendering bis said work complete and usefuU 

JULY 24, 1780. 

On a report from the board of war, 

Resolved, That the board of war and ordnance be au- 
thdriscd and directed to procure, with all possible des- 
patch, six hundred and fifteen tons of shot for battering 
cannon^ and bine hundred and forty-eleven tons of shells, 
of such sizes as they shall deem proper, acccnrding to 
the requisitions made by the commander in chief. 

JULY 25, 1780- 

Resolved, That lo enable the board of war to exe- 
cute the authority vested in them by the resolution of 
the 24th, for the purpose of shot and shells, they be 
supplied with the sum of four millions of dollars ; and 
that they be authorized to contract for the whole quan- 
tity of shot and shells mentioned in the resolution 
aforesaid, on the best terms p(Msible ; and agree on 
behalf of the United States, to make payment in spe* 
cie, or an equivalent in the currency of these states, 
at such periods as shall be mutually agreed on be-^ 
tween the said board and the manufacturers, with in* 
terest at six per cent, per annum, from such times as 
shall be fixed on hy the said board. 

That the said board be furnished with the further 
sum of four hundred and thirty-five thousand dollars, 
for the purpose of procuring the articles of military 
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stores enumeribted in their second estimate of the 2iih 
instant. 

AUGUST 2, 1780. 

On the report of a committee consisting of Mr* 
Henry, Mr. M^Kean, Mr. Ward^ Mr. J. Jones and 
Mr. Ingersol, to whom was referred a letter of 18tb 
July from the committee at headquarters—* 

Resolved, That the resolutions of Congress where* 
by the commander in chief is restricted in his opera- 
tions to the limits of the United States, be reconsider*- 
ed, and the restriction taken off. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays^ 
having been required by Mr. Scott-— 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom^ Ay. ^Ay. 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams, Ay. ^ 

Mr. Lovell, Ay.> Ay. 

Mr. Ward, Ay.) 

Mr. Cornell,^ Ay. ^Ay.^ 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut^ 

New York, 
New Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
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Mr. S.Huntington,No*] 
Mr. Sherman, Ay. 
Mr. B.HuDtington,Ay. | 



Ay. 
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Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Fell, 
Mr. Clark, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Matlock, 
Mr.. Ingersol, 

Mr. M*Kean, 
Mr. Vandyke, 



Ay. )>Ay. 
Ay.. 



Ay.) 
Ay. 5: 



Ay. 
Ay 
No 



i 



Ar. 



Ay.i^*- 



tez 
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Maryland, 




Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Henry, 


No.) 
No. S 


Virginia, 




Mr. J. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Walker, 


Ay. I 
Ay.J 


North Carolina, 


Mr. W. Jones, 
Mr. Hill, 


No.) 

No.^; 


Soath Carolina,. 


Mr. Bee, 
Mr. Kinlock, 
Mr. Motte, 


Noo 

No. I 
No.J 


Georgia, 




Mr. Telfair, 
Mr. Few, 


No.) 

Ay. 5 


So it was 


resolved in the affirmative. 



tAu^.S, 

No. 
Ay. 
No. 
No. 
Divided. 



AUGUST 5, 1780. 

On the report of a committee, appointed to take 
into consideration the state of South Carolina and 
Georgia, 

Resolved,' That the commander in chief be inform- 
ed, it is the sense of Congress, the land and naval 
forces, as well of his most christian majesty as these 
United States, or such part thereof as he shall think 
necessary, be employed in the manner, and at the 
time that shall appear to him most convenient for the 
expulsion of the enemy from their several posts in the 
states of South Carolina and Georgia; and that he 
concert with the officers commanding the fleet and army 
of his most christian majesty, the proper measures for 
this purpose, and carry such measures into execution, 
so as not to interfere \vith any plan of operation formed 
against the enemy, as the more immediate objects of the 
present campaign. 
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That the commander in chief (if he shall think it 
necessary) concert with the proper officers and minis- 
ters, such plan of operations to be undertaken by any 
other of his most christian majesty's forces, or by the 
forces of his catholick majesty now combined in the 
West Indies, or to be drawn from the province of 
Louisiana^ or elsewhere, as may either Immediately, or 
in their effect, facilitate or assist the proper enterprise. 

That Congress will, so soon as they shall be pro- 
perly informed by the commander in chief, make the 
necessary requisition from the states for supplies, and 
afford every other aid and assistance in their power for 
promoting and effectually prosecuting the undertaking. 

That the recruits now raising in the state of Vir- 
ginia, for filling up their quota of continental troops, 
be marched as soon as possible to join the southern 
army under the command of major general Gates. 

AUGUST 9, 1780. 

Congress resumed the consideration oftbereporto^ 
the stale of South Carolina and Georgia ; 

And on motion of Mr. Walton, seconded by Mr. 
Bee- 
Resolved, That the board of treasury be directed 
to prepare bills of exchange of suitable denomina- 
tions upon the honourable Benjamin Franklin, minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the United States at the court 
of Versailles, for one hundred thousand dollars in 
specie. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
having been required by Mr« Sherman — 
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Ne^r Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No* ^No. 



[Aog.9, 



Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Ward, 



Ay-^DiviDiB. 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania! 

X)elaware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



Mr* Cornell, Ay. ^Ar. 

Mc S.HantIhgtdn,No. 1 
Mr. Sherman, No* > No* 
Mr. B.Huntington,No. 3 

Mr. Houston, Ay. ^X 

Mr. Armstrong, Ay.^ 
Mr. Muhlenberg, Ay. [a 
Mr. Matlock, No. P^* 



Mr* Ingersol, 

Mr. M'Kean, 
Mr. Vandyke, 

Mr. Hanson, 

Mr. J. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Walker, 

Mr. W. Jones, 
Mr. Hill, 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Bee, 
Mr. Kinlock, 
Mr. Motte, 

Mr. Walton, 
Mr. Telfair, 



Aj.l 
Ay. 5 



Ay.J 

Ay. 

Aj.yx 

Ay. 






i 



Ay.J 



Ay. 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Resolved, That the bills be made payable at ninety 
days sight. 
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AUGUST 12, 1780. 

On motion of Mr. Bee^ seconded by Mr* Telfair-— 
Ordered, That the minister of France be furnished 
with a copy of the resolution of the 5th, respecting a 
plan of operations to be concerted for expelling the 
enemy from Soiith Carolina and Georgia ; and that he 
be informed that it is the desire of Congress that he 
will use his influence to cause such plan as the com- 
mander in chief may form, or the measures which he 
may recommend, to be undertaken by the forces of 
his most christian and catholick majesties, in conse- 
quence of the aforesaid resolves, to be carried into 
effect. 

AUGUST 15, 1780. 

Resolved, That the bills of exchange directed to be 
prepared by the resolution of the 9th, on the honour- 
ble Benjamin Franklin, minister plenipotentiary at the 
court of Versailles, to the amount of one hundred 
thousand dollars, specie, be filled up by the commis- 
sioner of the continental loan-office for the state of 
Pennsylvania, and made payable to Joseph Clay, 
deputy paymaster general in the southern department 
or order. 

That the said bills be transmitted to the said Joseph 
Clay, to be sold at par for specie, or bills emitted, 
agreeably to the resolution of the 18tb of March last, 
or for other moneys, agreeably to the instructions of 
the board of treasury, or to be disposed of for pro- . 
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visions and necessaries for the army, on the best terms 
that can be obtained, for the United States. 

That the moneys arising from such sale be applied 
under the direction of the commanding officer in the 
southern d^artment, to the purchase of provisions 
and other supplies absolutely necessary for the subsis- 
tence of the southern army ; and that the said Joseph 
Clay be and hereby is required, to give regular and 
constant information to the board of treasury re- 
specting the sale of the bills and the application of the 
moneys aforesaid; and that the aforesaid Joseph 
Clay, deputy paymaster general in the southern ^de- 
partment, be charged in the treasury books with the 
aforesaid bills, amounting to the, sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, specie. .; 

AUGUST 19, 1780. 

On a report of the board of treasury, to whom was 
referred a letter of 15th from governour Rutledge — 

On motion, 

Resolved, That, the board of admiralty be and 
hereby are directed, to ordered the Saratoga to sail im- 
mediately ;, and to obey such orders, and take charge 
of such despatches,- as they may receive from the com- 
mittee of conference with the minister of France. 

AUGUST 23, 1780. 

On a report of the board of treasury, to whom was 
referred a report of the board of war, 
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Resolved, That the board of treasury be and hereby 
are empowered to direct Thomas Smith, commissioner 
of the continental loan office for the state of Pennsyl- 
▼ania, to sell, under their * direction, for specie, the 
bills ordered to be drawn on the honourable J. Jay, 
which were reserved for the use of the prisoners of 
war of the United States, amounting to seventy-one 
thousand three hundred and fifty dollars, specie. 

That one half of the specie aforesaid be applied, 
under the direction of the board of war, for the purpose 
of supplying the prisoners of war in the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia. 

That the other half of tbe specie aforesaid, be for*' 
warded, under the direction of the board of war, to the 
commissary of prisoners, in the middle department, for 
the supply of the prisoners at New York. 

That the board of treasury be and hereby are em- 
powered, to prepare bills of exchange to be drawn on 
the honourable Benjamin Franklin, minister plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of Versailles, at ninety days 
sight, to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, specie, the amount of the estimate from the 
board of war. That so much thereof as will complete 
the estimate of the board of war, be sold for specie, 
and forwarded to the commissaries of prisoners in the 
middle and southern departments, under the same re- 
gulations, and for the same purposes as aforesaid; 
the residue of the one hundred and fifty thousand dol* 
lars to replace the seventy-one thousand three hun- 
dred and forty [fifty] dollars aforesaid, be reserved 
for the special direction of Congress. 



]$8^ SBCRfiT JOURNAL. [Oct % 



AUGUST 30, 1780. 

Resolved, That bills of exchange on Europe be 
prepared by the board of treasary, to be drawn on the 
honourable Benjamin Franklin, to the amount of twen- 
ty-nine thousand one hundred and five dollars, specie ; 
and that the same bills be transmitted to John 3rad- 
ford, to be by him paid to John Garcia Duarti, in full 
payment of the eighteen thousand four hundred forty- 
one pounds thirteen shillings and four pence, due to 
him in continental money on the 11th May, 1778. 

SEPTEMBER 29, 1780. 

On motion of Mr. Matlock, seconded by Mr. Hous- 
ton- 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the states re- 
spectively to supply their delegates with money fot 
their support by other means than drawing on the 
treasury of the United States, except only such cases 
as may render that mode indispensably necessary. 

OCTOBER 2, 1780. 

On motion pf Mr. Henry, seconded by Mr. S. 
Adams, 

Resolved, That bills of exchange be drawn on the 
honourable Henry Laurens, to the amount of ten thou- 
sand pounds sterling, and on the honourable John 
Jay, minister plenipotentiary of the United States, at 
Madrid, to the amount of ten thousand pounds sterlings 



payaUfef at 90 days sight; and that <mt of said bilk 
the debts due to Messrs. Freney and company be dis*' 
charged ; and the amount of seven thousand pounds 
sterling, advanced by Mr. W. Bingham, in part pay- 
j&ent of his account as agent of the United States. 

OCfTOBfiR 4, 1780. 

Aietter from goreriwiir Jefferson being read— 
Hesdlyed, That the same be referred to the bdard 
of war; and 

That so much of the twehty ihousiind jiouiids sterl* 
ing, directed by a resohtlioii of the 8d to be drawn oa 
the Imnonrable John Jay atid the honourable H» Lau^ 
reosi as shall remain after dimharging the debts due 
lo Ti^cy and Co^ and advanciiig sfeven tbouss^nd 
pounds sterling to W. Bikighaoi) be appropriated to 
the providtog and (r&naporting arms for the troops 
l«isidg in Virginia for contioenial senrice. 

OCTOBEft ^1, 1780. 

A letter of 10th from goveroour Jefferson was read : 
Whereupon, 

Besolved, That the reasons assigned by his excel- 
kocy gOf eroour JofiersMi fiur inviting Ocanostota and 
a few other principal warriours of the Cherokee nation 
to visit Cottgress, and the commander in chief and 
armyi are wise and prudent ; and that governour Jef- 
ferson's letter, wilh the papers enclosed, be referred 
to the board of war, who are directed to take order 
VOL. 1. 2S 
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f6r the acoomodatidti of the said ehiefe on their ar- 
rival. 



OCTOBER 25, 1780. 

The committee, consistiog of Mr. Cornell, Mr. Mat- 
lock, Mr. Houston, Mr. Duane, and Mr* Henry, 
report — 

That from the report of the ixyard of war of the 
16th September, referred to them, it appears that the 
troops are again in danger of suffering distress from 
the want of clolhing; and that Congress are called 
upon to make every possible exertion to' prevent a ca* 
lelmtty which may be productive of the worst eonse- 
quences. That from the returns of the clothier gene- 
ral of the Ist June last, referred to in the. report of the 
board of war, it appears that there were in: the store 
one thousand x>ne hundred and ninety-six coats, two 
thousand a»d twenty-seven vests, five hundred and 
eighty-six woollen, nine hundred and seventy-one lea- 
thern, and one thousand two hundred and fifty-six 
drilling and linen breeches, and twenty-four thousand 
six hundred and forty-five pair of shoes. That from 
an examination of different returns of the agents, the 
committee are of opinion there is a quantity of made 
shirts, and linen on hand sufficient in the whole for 
thirty-five thousand shirts; and that there aris also on 
hand fourteen thousand blankets ; but what part of the 
articles mentioned in the said Hetiirns are since' ex- 
pendedf^tbe^ committee are uninformed. . ^ . 

That It appears from the abovementionkl report of 
the said board, that they know of no addition to the 
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quantities of clothing specified in the clothier gene- 
ral's return, except the articles agreed for by Otis and 
Henly, with monsieur Tracy and Co., which lie at Bos- 
ton, and cannot be made use of, for want of money to 
pay the workmen ; and except a small quantity of 
clothing arrived in the French fleet, which they are 
informed is sent off to headquarters, the quantity or 
species they are unacquainted with; but thaft the 
whole stock of clothing on hahJ will bear a small pro- 
portion to the quantities requisite. That from an 
estimate made by Otis and Henly, the goods purchas- 
ed from them will make up two thousand three hun- 
dred suits of clothes, four thousand six hundred and 
fifty vests, and two hundred and sixty-seven pair of 
cloth breeches, exclusive of their contract for three 
hundred pair of leather breeches. 

The committee find that Mr. de Beaumarchais, un- 
der the- name of Roderique Hortalez and Co. did, in 
the month of May, 1777, lade on board of the ship La 
Therese, at Nantes, a large quantity of clothing for the 
United States, consigned to Mr. Carabasse, the cor- 
respondent of Mr. de Beaumarchais, at Cape Fran- 
cois, in the island of St. Domingo. That part df thcf 
said clothing has, from time to time^ been shipped by 
Mr. Carabasse in different small vessels consigned to 
the agents of Congress, most of which, it is said, have 
safely arrived to North and South Carolina. 

That ii further appears to the committee, that there 
still remains in the bands of Mr. Carabasse a considera- 
ble part of the said clothing, viz. ninety-eight bales of 
woollen cloths, fifty-five bales of thin woollen cloths, 
lerenty bales of white linen, twenty-five bales of worst- 



ed hose, twenty-thre? bala« of bbiQ^eU) tweply \k^m 
of worsted caps, wd^ quantity of buttoqa, silk, tbreftd, 
and trimpaings. That by a letter from Mr- C^raba^se, 
of the 18ih May, it appears, tbat it W9s not in bif 
power to remit tbe said goods for want of vessel ; an4 
that he is very importunate to be reimbursed for bi? 
advances on account of the Vnited States: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved? That t^e board of admiralty be, and 
bereby is directed to despatch one of the continent 
t^l frigates, as soon as can be done with any prospect 
of safety, to Cape Francois, for the clothing and otheir 
publick effects now in the care of Mr* C^irabasse ; an4 
to bring the same into ^ucb port as. the Mid board shaQ 
judge to be most safe and convenient* That it ba 
referred to the commercial committee to report tb<9 
ways and means for r^bursing Mr* Qar^bassa the 
money he has advanced for the United States* 



NOVEMBER 1, 1780. 

A letter of this day from major general Gbreene waa 
read : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress will cause bills of ex^ 
cbai^ge to be drawn on the minister of these United 
States at the court of Versailles, at ninety days sightf 
to a sufficient amount to pay foivftve tboasand suiit ^t 
clothes for the loutbern army i provided the same ean 
be obtained upon reasonable terms* 

On the question to a|^e to this, the yeas and aaya 
having been required by Mr* LoVell-^ 



jwa 



T>ommim J^mok 



m 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 
New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

UapylMd, 

Virginia, 

IHarth OaMlioa, 

South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



Mrf LQvell, 
Mr. War4, 



No*; 



Mt. Cornel, Ay. ^Air. 

Mr. S. Huntington, Ay. ^At. 

* > DiVIDEB. 



m. Fell, 
Mr. Ciark, 



No. 

Ay. 



Mr. Ingersoli 
Mr. Matlock, 

Mr. Pl?^ter, 
Mr. Hanson^ 
Mr. Henry, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr, Wc^lker, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. W. Jones, 
Mr. Hill, 
Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Bee, 
Mr. Mott^, 

Mr. Walton, 
Mr. Few, 
Mr. Howly, 



til:] ^»^">»°- 



Ay.! 

Ay.' 
Ay.; 



At. 



Ar. 



At- 



Ay.) 
Ay. > At. 

Ay,> 




So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a eommiitee of three he appointed to 
inqmre upon what terms a contract can be made for 
the purposre abovementioned ; and that the eoramitlee 
be directed also to inquire on what terms the same ean 
be procured, on condition to be paid for in specie at 
the end of one year after the war, wtHi an interest of 
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six per ceot. per anoum, in specie, in the miean time; 
or in tobacco, to be delivered in* Virginia or Maryland. 
The members — Mr. Hanson, Mr. Cornelli Mr. Mat- 
lock. 



NOVEMBER 7, 1780. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred 
a letter of the 7th, from general Washington — 

Resolved, That general Washington be and hereby 
is authorized and instructed, to effect an exchange of 
all continental prisoners of war, and now in possession 
of the enemy, and of the hostages given in Canada, as 
well as of all officers on parole, and officers vidators 
of parole, and militia actually taken iu arms and re- 
maining prisoners of war, for an equal number of the 
convention troops and other prisoners in our hands, 
rank for rank ; and where similar rank will not apply, 
to pursue the exchange on the footing of composition, 
according to the valuation or tariff, agreed on by the 
commissioners at Amboy in March last. 

That the exchange of officers next in rank to such 
as cannot be exchanged on the principle of equality 
be considered and made on the principles of compo- 
sition. 

That all prisoners taken by the American forces in 
the northern department, and permitted to return home 
on parole, be considered and exchanged agreeably to^ 
their rank and order of capture. 

That the expense incurred for removing and sup- 
porting the convention troops, from the time of their 
capture, be adjusted by copmiissioners to be appoint* 



ed for effisGtiog the said excbange; and the ba^c^ 
after deducting the expense due for support of our 
prisoners in the haiidft of the enemy, paid prior to the 
exchange of ainy part of the said troops* 

That general Washington empower 4be commission- 
ers appointed on his part, ; in case any dispute should 
arise respecting the support of the convention troops, 
to submit the same to sotiie proper arbitrating power 
^for dMermtnbtion, and to give hostages as a security to 
refund, in case any part thereof shall be adjudged to 
have been overpaid. But in case the commissioners 
which may be appointed by the British commander in 
chief will not accede to the above terms, the commis- 
sioners appointed by general Washington may propose 
to them the exchanging the said troops without pay- 
ment of expense, upon their submitting the same as 
aforesaid, and giving hostages for securing the pay- 
ment of such sums as may be adjudged justly due. 

That aU officers be exchanged according to the rank 
they held at the time of capture ; and such .of the mili- 
tary as have no regimental rank, by composition, to be 
settled by the commissioners. 

That a brigadier general be exchanged with each 
division of the convention troops, one major general 
with the first, and one with the last divisions ; and that 
lieutenant general BU'rgoyne be included in and ex- 
changed with the second division, as his remaining to 
be exchanged with the third or last is altogether un- 
military and inadmissible. 

That hostages be mutually given as a security that 
the convention troops, and those received in exchange 



m 



mmniGOMULh, 



[i^t.% 



put Ihethf 46 Ml btmf «nM [^rtor to the ttit dtjr of 
May netu 

That gedei^l Wdsbitigton be inforlntd it is Bot the 
sense of Congresi to make this last article ao ultima^ 
ttiaii unless fhHti the present state of dur army, the Im- 
|>robability of his being joined by the French d»op% 
or other circumstances, he shall be con?im^ that the 
convention troops will, by the etcbange, be put in a 
situation to act with the British amay at the southward 
prior to our baring an equal force in readiness to op** 
pose tfaett* 

On pacing tl^is last cku^e, the yeaii and nayi barkig 
been required by Mr. Wtine Jones-^ 



MassachusettsBay, Mr* S. Adams, 
itfr. Ward, 



Ay.? 
Ay. 5 



Ar« 



Connecticut, 
New York, 
New Jeriey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 



Mr. S« Huntington, Ay4 >^At. 



Mr. Duane, 

Mr. Fell^ 
Mr. Clark, 

Mr. Ingersoi, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Hanson, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. W. Jones, 
Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Bee, 
Mr. Kinlock, 
Mr. Motte, 



Ay. ^At. 
Ay. >At4 



No. 
Nd 



■:l 



No. 






m&] xKMmmosL awwai&b. ¥t$ 

Dedvgia, Mr. Walton, Ay.^ 

Mr. Few, Ay. > At. 

So it mis TtstU^i in the affirmatiipe. 

RetolYdl, That the commander in chief be directed 
10 insist upon the exchange of those persons, prisoners 
of war under the capitulation of Charleston, alluded to 
in the order of the S3d day of September last. 



NOVEMBER 9, 1780. 

A ciceular letter to the states, aceompanykg the re* 
solutions and requisitions of 4th No? eml>cr t 

Fully convinced of our inability to obtain the gran^ 
object of the fpderal union without the vigorous exer- 
tions of the several states, we have thought it our 
duty to mak^ the req|uisitions coatained in the enclosed 
resolutions ; a^d we wish our constituents to be im- 
pressed with the necessity of a speedy and punctual 
con?pliance. For although, by the blessing of Provi- 
dence? we have been conducted thus far in the war 
with a jppwerful and enraged enemy, yet the events of 
the present year have not enabled us to speak the 
lan^ua^e of triumph^ This indeed may be attributed 
tp a variety of causes j but we cannot refrain from ob- 
serving, that the unpunctuality of the states in their 
supplies of men, money, and provisions, is not one of 
the legist. It is unnecessary to point out the publick 
wants and distresses. They are too well known, too 
generally felt. Hitherto the war has been carried on 
VOL. 1. 23 
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principalljrby emissiops of parppr money. Tbi$ being 
depreeiated, and Congress having, in compliance with 
the general inclination and voice of their constituentSi 
resolved to stop further emissions, we are compelled to 
call upon the states for taxes a^d specifick, sMpplies. 

An opinion seemS to preVail, that foreign loans caa 
l>e obtained ', and we perceive with regret that some 
are disposed to place too great reliance on this somrce* 
Duty compels us to be explicit with our constituents oa 
a subject of such interesting importanQe. Every effort 
has been made for the purpose of procuring loans, but 
without sufficient success to justify a relaxation of our 
own most vigorous exertions. 

It is to be observed, that a powerful armed neutrali* 
ty appears to be formed in Europe, determined to sup- 
port the freedom of commerce. Should overtures of 
peace be the result of a convention of the neutral pow- 
ers, is it not our interest, is it not oOr indispensable 
duty, to be prepared for such an event ? Our object is 
of the greatest magnitude — the security, freedom and 
Independence of the United States ; and experience 
evinces that no nation can promise itself a safe and ho- 
nourable peace which is not in condition to maintain a 
war with vigour. We are confident there is no want 
of ability in the states to do this. Can arguments theii 
1)0 necessary to call forth every internal resource, which 
may contribute to put a happy period to the war ? Is 
It not bigh time to expel from our country an enemy, 
whose progress is marked with blood and desolation, 
and whose successes inspire them only with redoubled 



Jfett. TOl.] DOMESTICK ATTAIRS. 11# 

The estimates may appear large, but we conceive 
them to be absolutely necessary. To the utmost of 
our power we have endeavoured to correct abuses ift^ 
the puWick expenditures. We have called for the 
aid of the respective executives. Again we recom- 
mend this essential object to their attention. *^ Nothing 
on our part shall be wanting which may contribute to 
promote the strictest economy in dispensing the sup- 
plies now required. We have only to add our earnest 
desire that no time may be lost ; and should the legfs- 
kture of your state not be ia session on the receipt of 
this letter, that it may be immediately convened. 

By order, and on behalf of the United States in^ 
Congress assembled.^ 

JANUARY 1,. r78t* 

A' report on a letter of 234 August last, from Mr. .F*. 
Adams, being read and recommitted— 

A motion was made by Mr. Madison, secoaded by 
Mr. Bee, 

That so much of the letter from Mr» Adams as re- 
lates to the probable operations of the enemy againsX 
the southern states be transmitted to the commander 
in chief. 

And that he be informedit is the desire of Congress, 
that he should immediately make such distribution of 
the forces under his command, including those of our 
allies under the count Rochambeau, as will most ef»^ 
f^tually counteract the views of the enemy^ and svpi- 
port the southern states. 



<9t 



«Ck£T JOURNAL! 



[Jto.!^ 



A motion ima made by Mr* Sbarpe^ t^conded by 
Mi% Varaum^ to strike out tbo latter clause) *^ Afid tbat 
<^be be informed)'' &c. And on the questiony Shall 
that clause standi the yeas and nays being required .by 
Mr. Howly-^ 



Kew Hampshire, Mr. Sullivadi 
M&Bsaf^hustltsBayiMrk Ward^ 
Rhode Island, Mr. Varnum, 



No. >No. 
No. yx 
No. >No. 



Connecticut^ 

New York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Tirgitiia, 

North Ctitbtirtft, 

South Carolina, 
Cfeorgia, 



Mr. Huntinj^on, 
Mn Root, 
Mr, Wolcott, 

Mr. Floyd, 



Ay.) 

No.> 



No. 



No.) 
No* )>No. 



Mr. Montgomery, No. ) xr 
Mr.Clymfr, ^ No. J N^- 



Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Blandi 

Mf. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 
Mrw Johfi^toA^ 

Mr. Matthews, 
JlAt. Bee, 
Mr. Motte, 

Mr. Walton, 
Mr. Few, 
Mr. Howly, 



*r;| A. 




So it passed in ihe negative, and the clause was 
struck out. 



It was tbtta moTttd by Mr* Burke, swioiidcd by Mr* 
SlMirpe, in Heu of the words strutk tnit to ifistrt 

^' And tkU he be desired to give bis opinion to Con«- 
^^ gress on tbd expediency of ordering the forces of 
*' his most christian majesty now at Newport, io Rhode 
" Island, to take post in Virginia" — 

Which was agreed to. And on the question — 

Ordered, That so much of the letter from Mr. Adams 
as relates i^ the probable operations of the enemy 
igtinst the Southern states be transmitted to the com- 
minder in thief; and that he be desired to give his 
<spinion us Congress on the expediency of ordering the 
foroei of his most christian majesty now at Newport, 
in Rhode Island, to take post in Virginia. 

JANUARY 4, 1781. 

On the report of a tommktee to whom was referred 
a memorial of Peter Jatiuar]^-^ 

Risohred, That a passpoH be given to Peter Janua-- 
ry to enable him to go to Ireland, and to bring fais^ 
property fh6m thenee to America ; he finding security 
to engage in no trade further than what is necessary 
to the transportation of his property now in that king- 
dom. 

JANUARY 5, 1781. 

On the report of a committee to whom wtis referred 
u letter frotti J. M*Combe— 

Hesoived, That bills of exchange on the minister 
plenipotentiary of these United States at the court of 
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Versailles for twelre bundred pounds. »terliog, payable 
at ninety days sight, be prepared by the board of trea^ 
sury, and delivered to the board of war, and negotiated, 
for purchasing under their direction, clothing for the 
Hew Jersey line. 

JANUARY 16, 1781. 

It being represented to Congress by Uie delegates 
of South Carolina and Georgia, that all the treasury 
and publick papers belonging to those states were de- 
posited some time since in Virginia ; and they have 
reason to apprehend they may be in danger o£ felling 
into the enemy's hands : Therefore, 

Ordered, That on the application of the delegates 
aforesaid, a warrant issue in their favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for 
the state of Pennsylvania, for twenty thousand dollers 
of the old emissions, to enable them to remove the said 
publick papers to some place of greater security ; and 
for which sum the said states are respectively to.be ac- 
countable — South Carolina for two thkd^,. and Georgia 
for one third of the said sum* 

JANUARY 18, 178T. 

A report from the board of war was read. 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to the board ; and 
that they take order for having imported from France 
with all convenient speed the brass howitzers mea- 
tioned in brigadier general Knox's letter of 27th De^ 
cember. , • - 
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JANUARY 29, 1781. 

Resolved, That the clause in the act of Congre;3 
of the ^th, which directs >' that the board of admiraUy 
<< issue orders not to exchange any British sea officers 
" or seamen, until the enemy shall have returned to 
^< some of their garrisons in America, such seamen as 
^' they have taken upon the American coasts and sent 
" to Great Britain, or other parts beyond sea," be and 
is hereby repealed. 

FEBRUARY 19, 1781. 

On motion of the delegates of Virginia— 
' Ordered, That the quartermaster general transport 
to fort Pitt fbur tons of powder, to be delivered to the 
'^rder of the state of Virginia ; and for which the said 
6tate is to be accountable. That the expense of such 
transportation be charged to the said state; and that 
^ warrant be issued by the board of treasury in favour 
•of the said quartermaster genera], on the treasury of 
Virginia, for twelve hundred dollars, in bills emitted 
pursuant to the resolution of 18th March last, for which 
ihe said state is to be credited. 



FEBRUARY 20, 1781. 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed 
to draft a letter to the commander in chief, informing 
him of the arrival of the enemy's reinforcement in 
North Carolina; and requesting him to confer with 



the naval and land commanders of his most christian 
majesty's forces at Rhode Island ; apd if it shall ap* 
pear, that the loss sustained by the British navy in the 
lat« 9torm has rendered ti» Ffench naval foede evpe- 
viour, that be urge the necessity of aending t)ie French 
forces to the souihwaodt 

FEBRUARY 28, 1781. 

Oa motion pf Mr. M'Dougall, ^cpi^ed by Bfr. 
Bland— 

Whereas it is the policy of all wise nations to dis- 
courage extravagance and promote economy in their 
publick officers, and an attention to this policy is in- 
dispensably necessary in rtpuhikki ; and nrhereas it 
is ipiproper for the officers of the army or navy of these 
states to mani&st the least dispottiion to imitate the 
enemy in any respect v^bkh will no^ promote tbt 9er«- 
vice of these states, lespecially to irear tbci uniform of 
tbe enemy's anny or navy : 

Resolved, That after the first day of JaDuairy next, 
<no officer whatsoever, in the service <Qf the United 
States, shall in any of them wear on bis clothes any 
gold or silver lace, embitoidery, or vellum, plher than 
such as Congress or the eoaimander in chief of the arr 
my or navy shall direct for the uniform of the corps, 
and badges to distinguish officers* 

Resolved, That after the said first day of January 
fiexi, no officer of any description in the army qrnavy 
of the United States, or any other officer in tbe«r ser^ 
vice,«haU wear aay uni^oirm usually worn by the Bri- 
tish army or oavy* 
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MARCH 8, 1781. 

IN COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

On the subject of finance. 

papers read.— The letter of T. Pickering, quarter- 
master general, March, 3, 1781, 
on the subject of salary and certi- 
ficates, payable in specie or other 
money equivalent. 
Resolution, August 23, 1 780, respect- 
ing issuing certificates. 
" Sept. 25, Explaining cjut- 

valent. 
" " 26, Reconsidered. 
" Nov. 22, Recommitted. 

MARCH 9, 1781. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

Resolved, That all debts now due from the United 
States, which have been liquidated in specie value, 
and all debts which have been or shall be made paya- 
ble in specie, or other money equivalent, shall be 
actually paid, either in specie, or in other money 
equal thereto, according to the current exchange be- 
tween such money and specie. 

That it be and is hereby earnestly recommended to 
the several states, to amend all laws making the bills of 
credit emitted under the authority of Congress, a legal 
tender, so that such bills shall not be a tender in any 

VOL. 1. 24 
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Other manner than at their current value compared 
with gold or silver* 

MARCH 10, 1781. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

Resolved, That the states be immediately called 
upon to furnish for the publick ekpense, and carrying 
on the war, their proportions of one million five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, quarterly; the first quarterly 
pajrment to be made on the first day of June next. 

MARCH 13, 1781. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

Resolved, That in the discharge of all this requisi- 
tion, as well as those made by Congress 
Ameoded. on the 36th August and the 4th Novem- 
ber, on the states, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the war, except those for sinking the bilk 
emitted by Congress prior to the 1 8th March, the bills 
of credit emitted pursuant to the said i-esolutions of 
the 18th of March last, shall be received at the trea- 
sury of the United States as equal to and in lieu of the 
like sum of specie, whether the same shall have been 
issued by the states paying them, or by any other 
State ; and that interest be computed thereon in favour 
of the states from whom such bills shall be received, 
to the time assigned for discharging the several requi- 
sitions respectively. 
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MARCH 14, 1781. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLIt 

Resolved, That the certificates issued by the com- 
missary and quartermaster general, under the authori- 
ty of Congress, in pursuance of the resolution of 23d 
August last, to be paid in specie or other money equi- 
▼alent, shall be received from the states within which 
the same shall have been issued, towards the discharge 
of their quotas respectively ; and that interest be com- 
puted thereon in favour of such states to the time as- 
signed for discharging such quotas. 

That tfae respective states make exact returns to the 
board of war by the first day of June next, of all arti- 
cles by them supplied, agreeably to the resolution of 
the 25th day of February, 1780. 

That the United States in Congress assembled will 
then call upon the deficient states for the full amount 
of their deficiencies in value, to be paid into the trea- 
sury of the United States by the first day of Septem- 
ber, 1781 ; and the product thereof shall be appro- 
priated to make good the deficiency that may arise by 
receiving the certificates of the commissary and quar- 
termaster general, in payment of taxes for the current 
year; but if there shall happen to be an overplus, it 
shall be credited in a just proportion to the states in 
advance toward their payment of the last quarterly tax 
(or the current year. 
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APRIL 7, 1781. 
IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

Mr. Matthews in the chair. 

Resolved, That there ought to be one general cur- 
rency in bills of credit in these United States, in aid 
of the circulating medium in specie, to enable the 
United States in Congress assembled effectually to 
prosecute the present war. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 1781. 

The United States in Congress assembled having 
received intelligence that an embarkation of a body 
of troops is in forwardness at New York, the object 
of which is the taking possession of the neck of land 
lying between the head of the Chesapeake Bay and 
the river Delaware, whereby all the stores and provi- 
sions on the peninsula may fall into the hands of the 
enemy, unless immediately removed — 

Ordered, That the board of war take immediate 
measures for the removal of the publick stores within 
the said peninsula ; and that it be and is hereby recom- 
mended to the executives of the states of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, to take the like measures with 
respiect to all the provisions and forage belonging to 
the said states respectively, (St to the citizens thereof, 
which will not be necessary for the consumption of the 
, inhabitants. 
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APRIL 18, 178K 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Sharpe, 
and Mr. Wolcott, appointed to estimate and state the 
amount of the debts due from the United States, with 
the necessary estimates for the current year, as near as 
can be done, in order that the same may be laid be- 
fore the respective legislatures, report, 

That they have attended to this business ; but from 
the unsettled condition of the publick accounts they 
can only give a general view of the publick debts. 

[See next page.] 
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The distresses of the army for want ofprovisions, and 
their uneasiness and dissatisfaction for want of pay, 
have been so great and so notorious, and the clamours 
of publick creditors so loud, that it is become neces- 
sary to state the measures which Congress have pur- 
sued, and the steps they have taken from time to timje 
to support the war, to provide for publick exigencies, 
and to guard against the dangers and embarrassments 
with whici) we are now threatened for want of timely 
supplies of money* 

It cannot be forgotten that these United States were 
plunged into a war, and that an army was drawn to- 
gether before any money was provided, or funds es- 
tablished for defraying the expense thereof. Arms, 
ammunition and implements of war were all to be 
procured, as well as provisions, subsistence, and pay 
for the troops, suddenly called forth to oppose an ene- 
my already in the heart of our country, and in posses- 
sion of one of our capital towns* In this situation of 
affairs Congress met in May, 1775. They had no 
resource from whence to derive present supplies but 
that of emitting bills of credit, redeemable at a future 
day. This was an expedient which was well known, 
and had often been pracrised to good effect in the several 
colonies. Accprdingly, on the 22d of June, 1775, they 
agreed lo emit bills of credit to the amount of two 
millions; and on the 25th of July following increased 
the sum to three millions of dollars ; — for the redemp- 
•tion of which they pledged the confederated colonies; 
and directed each colony to provide ways and means 
to sink its proportion or quota, which was then ascer- 
tained, in such mann(^ as would be most effectual and 
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best adapted to die ooadiiim» circomttaBces and equal 
^ode of levying taxes id tucb cc^ooy^ ^ fo^r aaaual 
payments $ ibe first to be maiie on or before the last of 
November, 1779, befoi« wbkh time it was hoped the 
-content might be brought to a conelusion. On the 
30th Off November feUowkig, ae estamte baviag beea 
foTRied of the pabUck expenses already arisen, and 
which might aecrae in the defence of America, to the 
IQth of June, 1776, Congrefs resolved to emit a lurthar 
-sum of three millions of dollars, to be redeemed as the 
former, by four amiual paymeats^ the &rst to be made 
oci or before the last day of November^ 1703. It was 
at the same time resolved, that the proportion or <]uota 
of each respective state should be determined accord* 
ing to Ibe oumber of inhabitants of all ages, inolud- 
ii^ neg-roes and mulattoes in each colQay ; and for this 
purpose it was recommended to the several assemblies, 
&c» to ascertain by the most impartial means in their 
ppwer the number of inhabitants in each respeotive 
colony, and make returns tfaerfof to Congress as soon 
as possible. 

At this time a hope was still entertained that an ac- 
commodation would take place, and that hostilities 
would soon cease. But having received advice, in the 
winter following, that Great Britain had contracted fot 
a large body of Hessians, and other German mercena* 
ries, which were io be sent over to subdue America^ 
Congress fouod it necessary to make suitable prepara* 
tions, which consequently increased the expense ; aack 
therefore, on the 17lh of February, they ordered four 
millions, of dollars to be emitted on the same security 
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Mstke fanner iobm ; and on the 9th of May foUowing, 
emitted five miUioiis more on ths Bke tecurity* 

The powerfiti fleet and army sent against America 
in the summer of 1776, and the professed design of 
tSreat Britain to subdue by idrce^ or to bring the oolo- 
Bies to unconditional submission, obliged Congress to 
declare Independence, and to call in the aid of militia, 
and consequenlly increased the expense ; and there** 
fore, on the 23d July, they^emitted five millions more. 

But as it uras foreseen that such repeated issues of 
bills of credit would increase the quantity to too great 
a degree, and consequently occasion their depreeia** 
tion, it was resolved on the third of October following 
to borrow five millions of dollars ; and in November, a 
lottery was set on foot for raising a further sum on loan* 

As the governments of the several states were not 
yet sufficiently organized and in vigour, and as the ex- 
penses of arraying and equipping the militia were 
great, and the resources from commerce cut off, it was 
not thought (H'oper to proceed to taxation. And as 
neither loans nor the lottery were sufficiently produc* 
tive, necessity compelled to further emissions of bills 
of credit. By this means the paper currency being 
roultiplied, began to depreciate. It was therefore re- 
solved on the 10th of September, 1777,. to prepare an 
earnest recommendation to the states to proceed to 
taxation. The invasion of Pennsylvania, and the re- 
moval of Congress from Philadelphia, prevented this 
from being done as soon as might have been wished ; 
but on the 22d of November, 1777, it was recommend* 
ed to the states to raise by taxes, for the service of 
the year 1778, the sum of five millions ofdollars, and 
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to pay the same into the publtdk tfeMUry ih ibw quar- 
terly payments. PraviouB to this it tiacl been res<rfved 
to borrow larger sums ; and to encoiirage tbe money 
holders to lend, it was agreed to pay the interest by 
bill» of ^ exchange drawn on oar commissioners in 
France». 

Unfortunately the tax failed, and the sums obtained 
from loans were greatly inadequate to the expendi- 
ture: consequently more money was emitted; and not- 
withstanding the favourable turn in our affairs ia 1778> 
depreciation increased with amazing rapidity. 

At the close of the year, 1778, the aums emitted and 
borrowed amounted to about one hundred and e^ht 
miilions. Congress,' anxious to put a stop to any far- 
ther emissions, and to provide a fund /or redeeming 
what was issued, called upon the states on the first of 
January, 1779, to pay into the continental treasury 
their respjective quotas of fifteen millions of dollars for 
the service of that year, and of six millions annually, 
from and after the ycfar 1779,^s a fund for sinlcing the 
emissicms and loans to the 31st of December, 1778; 
and on the 21st of May following, in addition to the 
above, on account of the great de[>reciation of the pa- 
per, the states were called op to furnish for the ser- 
vice of the year !779, their respective quotas of forty- 
five millions-^the whole to be paid into the continental 
treasury before the first of January, 1780. A com- 
pliance with these requisitions would not only have 
answered the necessary exigencies of the year, but 
would have arrested depreciation in its progress. But 
as these were not complied with in due time, and as 
the demands of the publick werej>ressing and constant, 
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the pik>8pect of future taxes served only as a ttimalus 
to urge tkose who bad in tbeir possession tbe supplies 
and necessaries wanted, to enhance the price, in ordei^ 
to pay tbeir taxes with greater ease : while at tbe same 
time t^ie publick treasury, receiving no recruit from 
taxes, was from time to time replenished with new 
emissions; and from these causes combined, deprecia^ 
tion, instead of receiving a check, proceeded with 
redou][>led vigour. 

As the failvire of the states was attributed to their 
not having received the requisitions in due time, Con- 
grQSs resqlved in future to remedy that defect ; and 
therefore, early in the fell of 1779, took into conside- 
ratiod th^ means of providing for the ensuing year; 
and on the 6tb of October, accommodating themselves 
to the depreciation as it then stood, and still flattering 
themselves that the taxes already called for, if duly 
ccrflected, would stop it where it was, and answer de- 
mands on the publick till February following, they 
c^iHed upon the states to pay into the publick treasury 
on the first day of February, 1780, and on tbe first 
day of e»ch succeeding month, to the first of October 
inclusive, their respective quotas of fifteen millions. 

It should be observed that on the first of September, 
1779, the sunn emitted and in circulation amounted to 
one hundred and fifty-nine millions nine hundred and 
forty*eight- thousand eight hundred and eighty dollars ;. 
and as there was a general outcry on account of the 
depreciation and tbe floods of money emitted, Con- 
gress resolved that they would on no account whatever 
emit more bills of credit than to make tbe whole 
amount of such bills tvt^o hundred millions. And as 
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kHy millioos fifty^one tbouiftiid one luHidretf ancl tireii*- 
ty dollars remaiaed to compdele tbe two bawired aril* 
Mons, tkejr on tbe Sd of tbe fame aaoatb i^aolved dMil 
tbey would emit sdcb part only of tbe said forty inil*^ 
lions fifty-OBe tboosaad ooe bonibed and tweoly ddk 
lira as should be absolutely necessary for the pid^fefc 
exigencies, before adequate supplits could be otber^ 
wise obtained, relying for such supplies oa tbe exer^^ 
tions of the several states. 

This was represented to tiie states in an addreas 
dated tbe 13lfa September; and tbey were earnest^ 
entreated not to leave Ccmgress without supplies,, nor 
to let in that flood of evils which wodki follow firoai 
such a neglect. Notwithstanding this earnest address 
and representation, Congress were coaipelled • bjriie^ 
cessity to issue the r^aainder of the two boiMdffed mil*^ 
lions ; and the army was in suek extremity for il«nt of 
provisioas, that the commander in chief was lreduce4 
to the sad akernalive, either to suffer it to diabaod, or 
to collect supplies by military foroe. He fHrefMlfd 
the latter, and the inbabiyetnts of New York and New 
Jersey, though they felt the injury, saw the necessity^ 
and patiently submitted* 

To prevent the like evils in future. Congress, on tbe 
25th of February, 1780, called on the states forthwith 
to procure their respective quotas of supplM io. enu- 
merated articles for the ensuing campaigti. Aad aa 
by the continual depreciation of the continental cur- 
rency, the community w^ suffering great injustice^ tbe 
publick finances were deranged, and the necessary 
dispositions for the defence of the commoowealt^ 
much impeded and perplexed, tbey on the 18tb c$ 
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MftPcfa, 1780^ recdtdmedded that the fifteen miHion 
ttiMtfaly tax should be oontimied from October to April, 
^781 1 i&clusm; and that thirteen of those monthly 
t^otas, namely, from March, 1780, to April, 1781, 
both inclusive, should be applied solely to redeem eft 
•ink the old money, which was to be cancelled and 
burned a6 fast as brought in ; and in lieu thereof, new 
money was to be emitted in the proportion of one <^ 
the new for twenty of the old ; so that when the whole 
two hundred millions Were drawn in and cancelled, 
ten millions new money would be thrown into circula- 
tion ; of which four tenths were to have been subject 
to the order of Congress, and the other six tenths to 
belong to the several states* The effects of this reso- 
lution, if it bad b^en punctually executed according to 
the intention of Congress, would have been — 1st. The 
tanceUing the old money; 2d, reducing the currency 
to ^ more fixed standard ; 3d, supplying the states 
with money to purchase the supplies required from 
them by the act of the 26th February ; and 4th, ena- 
bling Congress to pay the army, discharge the princi- 
pal dtbU already contracted, and to provide for the 
exigencies of the ensuing campaign* But as this was 
not done. Congress was again driven into temporary 
expedients. 

The enemy knew our situation, and were exerting 
their utmost efforts to take advantage of it. The 
soudiern states were invaded. A descent was threaten- 
ed on New Jersey. The posts on Hudson's river were 
in danger. 

In order to put the army in motion. Congress were 
obliged to raise money by drawing bills on their minis- 
voL. 1. 26 
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ters abroad ; although ibey had not sufficient assuran- 
ces that those bills would be honoured. On the Idth 
May, Congress called upon the sts^tes, from New.Hamp- 
shire to Virginia, both inclusive,4o collect and pay into 
tbe.publick treasury, in thirty days, ten millions conti* 
nental currency, part of the sum required to be paid 
last year. The states, in order to comply with thi^S 
pressed the collection of taxes, which occasioned such 
a clamour from those who had furnished supplies on 
credit, that on the 27th of the same month Congress 
recommended to the legislatures of the several states 
to empower the collectors of continental taxes due 
before the Ist March, 1780, to receive in payment 
thereof the notes or certiQcates which had been given 
by the quartermaster and commissary of purchases fo^ 
such supplies. 

Until the opening, of this campaign, the army had 
borne their sufferings . with unparalleled patience\and 
perseverance* What pay they had hitherto received 
bad been chiefly depreciated money. Congress had 
not been unmindful of their sufferings and faithful ser* 
vices. As early as September, 1776, they had resolv- 
ed to make provisions for granting lands in certain pro* 
portions to the officers and soldiers who would engage 
in the service, and continue therein to the close of the 
war» or until discharged by Congress, and to the repre- 
sentatives of such officers and soldiers as might be 
slain by the enemy. On the 15th of May, 1778, they 
resolved unanimously that all military officers com- 
missioned by Congress, who then were, or thereafter 
might be, in the service of the United States, and con- 
tinue therein during the war, should, after the concla- 
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ston. thereof, receive annually for the term of seven 
years, if they lived so long, one half of the pay then 
established for such officers, with a proviso, that gene- 
ral officers should not receive more than the half pay 
of a colonel; and it >¥as also resolved, that non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers enlisted for the war 
should, at the expiration thereof, receive a reward of 
eighty dollars. 

On the 17th August, 1779, having prefaced their re* ' 
solution with a preamble setting forth that the army of 
the United States of America, by their patriotism, - 
valour and perseverance in the defence of the rights 
and liberties of their country, were entitled to the grati- 
tude as well as approbation of their fellow citizens, 
they recommended it to the several states to make 
such further provision for the officers and soldiers en- 
listed for the war, to them respectively belonging, and 
who should continue in service till the establishment 
of peace, as should be an adequate compensation for 
the many dangers, losses, and hardships they may have 
buffered in the course of the contest ; either by grants 
ing to their officers half pay for life, and proper rewards' 
|to their soldiers, or in such other manner as might ap- 
pear most expedient to the legislatures of the several 
states. And it was further recommended to the several 
states to make such provision for the widows of such- 
of.their officers and such of their soldiers enlisted for 
the war, as had died or might die in the service, as 
would secure to them the sweets of that liberty for the- 
attainment of which their husbands had nobly laid down 
their lives. 
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On the imb Qf April, 1780» they resolved, that at 
soon as the sts^te of the pabli^k financ^a would adaalt, 
they would raahe good to the line of tb« aftny^ aad 
the uidepemjent corps t^reofy the deficieney of thoir 
original pay occasioned by the depreeiatiQio of Ae 
currency ; but none were to derive benefit from this: 
r?$olutioQ except such as h^d engaged to serve during- 
the war, or for three years, and were thea in service, 
or should thereafter engage to sierve dulling the war. 

And now on the 13th August, 1780^ they resoh&ed- 
ih^t from and after the first of the said moeth^ tfaye. 
2^my shall receive their pay in the new bjUs emitted 
ptirsuant to the resolution of the 18th March, 1780,. 
and again recoofitiiended to such of the elates, as have: 
not niade compensation to their officers and soldiers^ 
agreeably to the resolution of the 17tb August, 1779, 
to do it as soon as possible* At the same titiie the 
provision for gs^nting lands was ejileodedto the gene«i 
1^1 officers^ And on the 24th of the same n^ontb the 
resolution of the 15th of May, 1778', granting half pay 
for seven years to the officers of the army who should 
Qontinue ia seirvice to the end of the war, was extendr 
ed to the generals, and such officers as bad died, oc 
sfhould ihcfeaAer die in the service^ to commemse frofii; 
tjie time of swch officer's death; or, if there should h& 
DO widow, OP in case of b^r intermarriage, that ife 
sjbould go to the orphan children; of such officer. 

A,nd it was recommended to the legblatures of thiei 
states to which such officers belonged to make provl* 
8^on for paying th^ 9l»me on account of tbe United 
States. 



%nU] DOMiaTIGK iJTFAIRS. 106 

Siili the puUkk treaaury remained oirsupplied ; and 
tfae army continued witbout pay, and oftentimes in 
great distress for want of provisions. Debts were aic- 
QumuJatiog, aod the cr^dtiors ni#re and m>re ckmo- 
rays. 

Under these cipcumatances Congress, on the 26tE 
of Augu^t^ 1 78Qy earnestly recomtnended to the sere- 
ral states to take the moat speedy and effectual mea- 
sures ia their power for drawing in their respectiye 
quotas of the continental bills of credit, by taxes or 
otherwise, in order that the new money might be issued.^ 
J^nd at the same time it was recommended to the stated 
lo raise by taxes, payable in the said new bills, their 
respective <;pK)taaof three.miHions of dollars; and to pay 
the same into the publick treasury as soon as possible, 
the payment to be fully completed by the last day of 
December following. From this it was hoped that 
Coogtess would draw a 8up{)ly.of money to enable 
them to pay the army, and carr-y on the war with vigour ; 
to difcbarge the unfunded debts ;■ and to pay the inte^ 
rest due on loan office certificates. Their expecla* 
lions were again disappointed. The consequenoes 
that ensued from the failure, though alarming and pain- 
ful to recolkct, were far shortof what might have been 
apprehended. Yet the requisition of the 15th Janua- 
ry, 1781, after the mutiny in the Pennsylfani^ and 
Jersey lines, for eight hundred and sev«nty*nine thou* 
sand three hundred and forty-two dollars for the imme- 
diate pay of the arrears due to the army, has not. yet 
been complied with. 

This recapitulation is made, not with a view to cri- 
m^nate, but to show that Congress have done every 
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thing in their power to carry on the war, and to pre- 
vent the embarrassments under which our a&irs now 
labour. 

It now remains to estimate the supplies necessary for 
the current year ; and to point out the measures alrea- 
dy taken for obtaining those supplies. 

Congress by their resolutions of the 3d and 21st of 
October^last, have resolved that the army for the en- 
suing campaign shall consist of six legionary corps, 
four regiments of artillery, fifty regiments of infantry, 
and one regiment of artificers, amounting to thirty-five 
thousand seven hundred and forty-eight rank and file. 

The pay and subsistence according to the present 
establishment for one year amounts to g[5, 104,385 

Provisions for ditto, 4,357,012 

Quartermaster's department estimat- 
ed, - - 4,000,000 

Hospital department, 200,000 

Ordnance department, 266,666| 

Navy department, 400,000 

Debts due to the civil ofiicers under . 

Congress, - - 98,927|| 

Civil list and contingencies for the 

current year, - - - ' - - - - 1,885,000 
Arrears due to the army up to the 31 st 

December, 1780, 1,000,000 

Two years interest on certificates 

payable at the several loan offices, 595,466|f 

Certificates given by quartermasters 

and commissaries, &c. estimated, 1,500,000 

Total ^19,407,457^ 
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No charge is made for clothing, new arms, or am- 
munition, as it is hoped the measures taken for pro- 
curing them will be effebtuaL 

The measures taken for obtaining these supplies. 
By the act of the 4th of November 
last, the states have been called 
upon to furnish the provisions ne- 
cessary, amounting to .... ^4,357,012 
By the same act they are called upon 
to raise and pay into the continen- 
tal treasury, in four quarterly pay- 
ments, the first payment to be made 

the 1st June next, 1,642,988 

The requisition of the 26lh August, 
1780, which has not yet been i^e- 
ceived, is relied on as indispensa- 
ble, - -V - -» 3,000,000 

The old money must be called in and 
cancelled. For until that is done 
no regularity can be introduced into 
the finances, nor any dependence 
placed on any requisitions made. 
For as the old currency is daily de- 
preciating, and as the same, by 
laws of many of the states, is made 
a standard by which to value the 
new money, unless it be speedily 
destroyed, it cannot fail to sink the 
new. It is therefore indispensa- 
bly necessary, that it be called in 
without delay. This will give the 
United States in Congress assem- 
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Ued a comnaad of Rew mooty to 

the amount of - * - - S^SOO^OOO 

The duties on imports and prizes, 
whidi, from the propriety as well 
as necessity of tbe measure, it is 
not to be doubted bat tbe several 
states will readily grant on the 
terms proposed by Congress, will, 
it is presumed, produce in the 
course of the current year - - 500,000 

And as it is to be presumed that tbe 
states have taken measures to com- 
ply with the requisitions of Janua- 
ry, May, and October, 1779, it is 
hoped they wiH now s«e the neces- 
sity of carrying those measures into 
elS^tual execution, or at least take 
the necessary steps for calling im k 
tbe quartermasters' and commissa- > 
ries' certificates to tbe amount of \ 
their respective deficiencies, which 
by a return from the board of trea- 
sury are 468,201 

On the 16th March last the states 
were called on for their respective 
quotas of one and half million of 
dollars quarterly, the first payment 
to be made 1st June nest. Three 
quarterly payments amount to - 4,500,000 
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Suppose the foregoing funds produc- 
tive, still there will be a deficiency 
to be provided for, amounting to - 1,739,256|4 

ToUl ^19,407,457^ 

It will moreover be necessary to provide funds for 
paying the interest of the debts contracted in Europe. 
With a view to this. Congress, in their requisition of 
February, 1780, among other specifick supplies, called 
upon the states of Virginia and Maryland to furnish 
a quantity of tobacco, which it was expected might 
have been shipped to France, and been the beginning 
of a fund for defraying the expenses of our ministers 
at foreign courts, and paying the interest of moneys 
borrowed in Europe. But the want of ships last fall, 
and the naval superiority of the enemy in Chesapeake 
Bay this spring, have prevented the publick from de- 
riving any advantage from that requisition. 

It has been before observed, that the debts contract- 
ed abroad amount, by computation, to the sum of six 
millions of dollars, the annual interest of which is three 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars. The annual in- 
terest of the money borrowed on certificates previou 
to the first of March, 1778, and which is to be paid by 
bills drawn on our minister at the court of France, 
amounts to 438,798|*. 

The credit and honour of the United States require 
that a fund should be provided not only for defraying 
this interest, but also for discharging the principal, or 
at least those certificates for the interest of which bilk 
are to be drawn annually on our minister, who has no 
VOL. I. 27 
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fund to apply to that purpose, and who therefore hat 
to depend on the success of his solicitations, as it be- 
•comes due. 

And what equally concerns the honour of the United 
States, a fund should be provided for defraying the 
expenses of our ministers abroad. This shows the 
absolute necessity of the states immediately granting 
the duties on iro^ports and prizes as requested by Con- 
.gress. 

Before we conclude it may not be amiss to observe, 
ihat from the constant depreciation of the currency, 
-and the uiipunctuality pf the states in complying with 
the requisitions of Congress, the sums called for when 
paid in have heretofore always been greatly inade- 
quate to the purposes designed. 

The foregoing report being twice read and debated 
by paragraphs, was agreed to. 

Ordered, That copies thereof be sent to the seve- 
ral states* 

APRIL 19, 178K 

The report of a committee, consisting of Mr. S» 
Adams, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Wolcott, to whom was 
referred a letter of March 10th, in the name and be- 
half of thej general court of Massachusetts, was taken 
into consideration, and the same being read twice, was 
agreed to, as follows : ' 

The letter under consideration represents "That 
" there is reason to suppose that the state of Massachu- 
•** setts is called on for contributions in an undue pro- 
" portion to her abilities. That the duty on imports 
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" and prizes required by Congress will be an unequaP 
" burden on some of the states. That it is impossible^ 
'* if the proposition should be acceded to at all, that it* 
** will be on any other plan, than that the produce shalh 
" be passed to the credit of the state. And that its' 
** mercantile interest object against it as partial, alleg- 
*' ing that it is notorious that the commodities whiclv 
" they import are vended below their cost." 

Your committee have deliberately considered these 
several objections ; and are persuaded of their insuffi-^ 
ciency to justify any alteration in the act to which the 
objections are made, either as to the duty itself, or the 
manner of its application. Nothing is more to be 
wished^ than that Congress was enabled to assign ta 
the respective states their quotas of aids on fixed and 
equitable principles. The necessity of it, as early as 
the year 1775^, was fully understood. The states were 
then called upon to sink by taxes their respective pro- 
portions of the bills of credit ordered to be emitted. It 
was directed that the quota of each should be deter«> 
mined according to the number of itS inhabitants of alt 
ages ; and the governments then in being were pressed 
to ascertain by the most impartial means in their pow* 
er, and to return as soon as possible, the number oC 
inhabitants. This recommendation was in vain at>- 
tempted to be inforeed. With very few exceptions^ 
it has been neglected to this day. The confederatiotv 
prescribed another rule for fixing the quotas of aids- 
for the common defence, or general welfare, namely,, 
that they shall be supplied by the several states in^ 
proportion to the value of all appropriated lands, and 
the houses, and buildings in the respective stales^ 
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But the attainment of such an estimate, jlagranU beUo^ 
is difficult ; perhaps in some states, which are the seat 
of war, impracticable ; in every view it must be re« 
mote. Thus Congress, without an accurat e know-* 
ledge of the comparative wealth and abilities of the 
respective states, were, from the necessity of the 
case, obliged not only to call for aids, but to appor- 
tion those aids on such information <as they possessed. 
Apprized that the quotas might be unequal, they pro- 
vided the best remedy in their power, and which will 
ultimately do justice to all the states, each being en- 
tilled, on a final settlement, to full credit for the princi- 
pal and interest of ail advances beyond their due pro- 
portion. 

The ravages of the enemy in some of the states, and 
their possession of strong posts throughout South Ca- 
rolina and Georgia, have unavoidably occasioned an 
increase of the quotas of such states as enjoy greater 
internal tranquillity and freedom of commerce. Whe- 
ther Massachusetts in particular hath been called 
upon in an undue 'proportion to her abilities, as seems 
to be apprehended, cannot now be determined ; but 
their honourable court do justice in ascribing it, if it has 
happened, to errour. That no partiality could have 
been intended, is as certain, as that the most punc- 
tual compliance with the respective requisitions is es- 
sential to the publick safety. 

Imported commodities, it is affirmed, are vended in 
Massachusetts below their original cost; and that 
therefore the proposed duty will operate partially 
against the mercantile interest. Information respect- 
ing imports into Philadelphia leads us to conclude 
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tbat the disadvantage potnted out in this olgectian 
arises from accidental circumstaDces, and not from 
any permanent cause. But it seems sufficient to ob- 
serve, that either a profit will arise on foreign com- 
modities, or the importation must cease. For no 
commerce can be long pursued, which, instead of en- 
riching, impairs the substance of the merchant. Be- 
sides, the aid required ought not to be measured by 
the present hour. It will be contributed many years 
after peace shall be established, and when we may 
expect that our commerce will be secure and pros- 
perous. 

The honourable court seem to apprehend, tbat the 
duty will operate on the states themselves unequally* 
It may be necessary, in order to remove this objec- 
tion, to recur to the motives which gave it a preference 
in the opinion of Congress. 

The publick debts actually incurred on loan office 
certificates, and other loans, had created an annual 
interest of more than a million of dollars. Those en- 
gagements, although contracted on the faith and for the 
defence of the United States, Congress had no means 
to fulfil. It became then an indispensable act of jus- 
tice, that funds should be provided by the states ; 
that those funds should be productive, and of suffi- 
cient permanency to secure the publick creditors ; and 
that the burden which they might impose should be 
uniformly and equally sustained. To combine so many 
states in one general system ; to reconcile it to their 
opinions, their policy and their internal circumstances, 
will always be difficult. Without liberal sentiments 
with respect to each other ; without confidence in the 
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general council, and a regard for the safety and bap^ 
pineis of the whole confederacy, it will be impractical 
Ue. What tax could have been pointed out, to 
which some of the states might not have raised objec* 
tions ? Had an excise, a land tax, or a capitation, 
been recommended, would either of them have been 
preferred to the duty under consideration? Could 
either of them have been carried so easily into effect, 
or have operated with so much impartiality ? k is in- 
deed the interest of a nation to leave trade as free 
and unincumbered as circumstances will permit ; and 
yet we find that even those governments, which owe 
all their riches and grandeur to commerce, do not 
hesitate to draw from it contributions ibr the support 
of war. Considering then the great exertions which 
are necessary at this interesting conjuncture, oughl 
these United States to plead an exemption ? Surely a^ 
moderate duty on trade cannot give dissatisfaction to 
a people, who have nothing less at stake than their 
honour, good faith, liberty and independence. As a 
partial regulation of individual states there is no rea* 
son to think it will ever take place. The danger of 
transferring the trade from such as impose, to those 
which are exempt from the burden, will effectually 
prevent it. There is only one method in which it can 
be introduced — by the authority of the United States 
co-operating with the respective legislatures. 

When this duty was debated, it was taken for grant- 
ed, on the general maxim, that it would ultimately be 
borne by the consumer. In this view no tax could 
have been devised, under our present circumstances^ 
which afforded a prospect of more equality and imi- 
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.pitf*tiality, or of less objecti6n, or discontent. The 
states, whose commerce is the the most flourishing, will 
appedr in the first instance to contribute largely to 
the common treasury. But remotely the consumer, 
wherever he resides, must bear the burden. And the 
merchant who advances it, will take care to receive 
iul\ interest. Even if it should be admitted, that 
states which enjoy the greatest commercial advantage 
may be exposed to a share of the duty beyond their 
strict proportion, might it not be considered as a jtist 
tribute for peculiar blessings denied by the fortune of 
common war to their less happy sister states? Bless- 
ings purchased perhaps by their sufferings and secur- 
led by their resistance against invaders, who might 
otherwise bave had Insure to close all the avenues to 
commerce. 

The last objection implies, that if the proposition 
^ould in part be acceded to, it would be insisted on 
that the proceeds of the duties should be passed to 
the credit of the states from which it might arise. 
This objection was also fully considered when the 
subject was debated. A review of the situation and 
commerce of the several states, as well before the 
war as at this day, will be sufficient to remove it. 
Several states, and in every part of the continent, im- 
port fcM* (heir neighbours. Is it reasonable that the 
duties on goods, which the latter consume, should be 
applied to the exclusive benefit of the state which has 
had the advantage of the importation? Would a mea- 
sure so illiberal meet with approbation or acqui- 
escence ? Every system, which is to operate through- 
out the United States, must have equity for its basis ; 
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mnd if the consumer pays the taxes, and every state, 
whether it imports or not, contribates to the coosmap- 
tion, the produce of the duty ought to be credited to 
the United States ; or it is easy to see that the propo- 
sition will be rejected* 

Your committee are upon the whole of opinion, that 
the necessity of a compliance with the proposition in 
<]uestion should be strongly urged to the legislature of 
Massachusetts, as a measure just and expedient in it- 
self, and which will operate with impartiality and 
£icility, and better than any other afford a prospect of 
some satisfaction to the publkk creditors, whose just 
•com^^aints ought to be redressed without delay* 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing report be 
transmitted to the general court of Massachusetts, in 
answer to their letter of the tenth of March last. 

APRIL 3, 1781. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, seconded by Mr« M'Kean — 
Resolved, That the commander in chief be and he 
is hereby directed, to recall lieutenant general Bur- 
goyne and all other British or German officers, prison- 
ers of war, now absent on their paroles from America, 
io return immediately. 

APRIL 23, 1781. 

A letter of the 16th from general Washington was 
read : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war be and they are 
hereby directed, to take effectual measures for the 
removal of all publick stores, and also all beef cattle, 
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and provisions and forage, collected, or stored, from 
the peninsula between the Delaware and Chesapeake 
Bays, and on the Jersey shore adjacent to the Dela- 
ware, which may probably fall into the hands of the 
enemy on an invasion. That the said cattle, pro- 
visions, and forage, be transported to places of secu- 
rity, and valued by proper persons, and certificates 
given by the commissary general of purchases to the 
owners thereof, specifying quantity, quality and value* 

That it be, and hereby is recommended to the exe- 
cutives of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, and Virginia, to give every assistance in their 
power to the officers appointed to secure the cattle, 
provisions and forage aforesaid* 

Whereas it is represented by tlie commander in 
chief, that he has taken measures for the exchange of 
lieutenant general Burgoyne — 

Resolved therefore, That he be authorized, if he 
shall think fit, to proceed in perfecting the said ex- 
change, the resolution of the tbird instant notwith- 
standing. 

MAY 8, 1781. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Sharpe — 
Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to 
devise further ways and means to defray the expenses 
of the ensuing campaign, and what further measures 
may be adopted for the better regulation of the publick 
finances. 

The members chosen — Mr. Witherspoon, Mr. Sulli- 
van, Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Clymer, and Mr. Rodney. 
VOL. 1. 28 
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MAY 14, 1781. 

The report of the committee on further ways and 
means to defray the expenses of the ensuing campaign, 
&c* was taken into consideration ; and the following 
paragraph being under debate, viz* 

" That the treasury be directed to issue no more 
'^ bills to the states in pursuance of the act of Con- 
^^ gress of March 18, 1780; that the states be required 
^^ to call out of circulation every year the same pro- 
'* portions of what they have already issued as they 
" were in that act directed to redeem of the whole; 
^< and that they be required to do this by taxes aft 
*^ the nominal or full value of the bills, and by no 
*^ means to exchange them at a discount or by a scale 
" of depreciation" — 

- A division was called for; and on the question to 
agree to the first clause as far as ^* 1780'' inclusivci 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ward 

New Hampshire, Mr. Sullivan, ^y.^ ^ 

Mr. Livermore, No. 5 

Massachusetts, Mr. Lovell, No. ) %j- 

Mr. Ward, No. $ ^^• 

Rhode Island, Mr. Varnum, Ay. )»-X 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, No. ^x 

New Jersey, Mr. Witherspoon, Ay. j p,^,^^^^ 

Mr. dark, JNo. > 



rat.] 
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Pennsylvania, . 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



My. Montgomery, 
Mr. Atlee, 
Mr. Clymer, 

Mr. Jenifer, . 
Mr. Carroll, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. Johnston, 

Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Motte, 
Mr. Eveleigh, 

Mr. Few, 
Mr. Howly, 



Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay.> 

No. 7 
No. 5 



Ay. 



No. 



No.^ 

No. ^No. 
Ay.j 




So it passed in the negative ; and the remaining 
clauses of the proposition fell of course. 

The following proposition being under considera'- 
tion, viz. 

'^ That the states be called upon for their propor* 
^' tions of a tax, to be paid in the new money, or in 
^'gold and silver, of three millions of dollars, to be 
*« returned into the continental treasury on or before 
" the first f'day of Octobei* next ; and that whatever 
'^ sum is paid in the new money, one half thereof shall 
" be cancelled and the other half only applied to the 
" publick service" — 

A motion was made by. Mr. Matthews, seconded by 
Mr. Sharpe, to strike out the words "in the new 
'^ money or." And on the question, Shall those words 



stand, the y^s 
Clarke- 
New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 
New Jersey, 
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aid nays being required by Mr* 



Mr. Sullivan, 
Mr. Livermore, 

Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Ward, 

Mr. Vamum, 

Mr. Huntington, 



Ay.) 



At. 



Ay 
No. ).x 

Ay. )>x 



M,.WU|..„,o«.. No.|„„,„^„. 



Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, Ay.^ 



Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



Mr. Atlee^ 
Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. T. Smith, 

Mr. Jenifer, 
Mr. Carroll, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. Johnston, 

Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Motte, 
Mr. Eveleigh, 

Mr. Few, 




No.) 
Ay. 5 



DiTIDKD. 



No.;> 

Ay.VNo. 

No.S 

No. >-X 



So the question was lost, and the words were struck 
out. 
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MAY 22, 1781. 

Resolf e4» That the ^pipiniUee appointed to deyi^^ 
Xtirther w^ys and pi^ans to carrjf on the present capir 
paigf^, &?• be %uthori^ed to converse with the superin^ 
lenden^. of finance ; ai^d in conjuqction with|)|m tp tak^ 
order for obtaiijing a sum of gold and silver for the 
(nost pressing jezigencies of piiblick affairs, and pro* 
yide fpr the punctual performance of the stipulations 
in such contract on the part of the United States* 

JUNE I, 1781. 
h 
The comnutteei consisting of Mr. Carroll, Mr^ Jon^s, 

Mr. tVitherspoon, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. MaJtbeifiS, 
to whom were referred the memorials of ^5th zn^ 26tb 
April, from the minister of Finance, and who were 
instructed to cpnfer with him and receive further cqm- 
munications, reported the draft of a letter to the seve- 
ral states, which was agreed as follows i 

June 1, 1781. 

SIR, 

I AM directed to inform you that Congress have 
received undoubted intelligence, both from their minis- 
ter at the court of Versailles, and the minister of 
France in America, by order of his court, that the 
courts of Vienna and Petersburg have offered their 
mediation to the belligerent powers for the re-estab- 
lishment of peace; that these overtures have been 
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eagerly embraced on the part of Great Britain ; that 
France had declined her full acceptation thereof until 
the concurrence of her allies could be obtained for 
that purpose ; that France at the same time observes 
that should she agaiii be pressed on this b^ad,' she 
would be obliged to enter into a previous plan of nego- 
tiation conditionallj for herself and allies-^that Spain 
had answered in such a manner to the projposals of the 
mediating powers as to show her eventual acceptance* 

The intervention of such formidable powers will 
undoubtedly prove an eveht the most favourable to 
these United States, if by a great and timely exertion 
we sufficiently reduce the force of the enemy now 
operating in our country. But should languor and 
inaction subject us to the contempt of the negotiators, 
all the consequences will be chargeable upon ourselves. 
This therefore is a conjuncture that calls for thfe'teost 
serious consideration of these states. 

Congress have not a doubt in their minds but that 
each state in the union is determined to support the 
confederacy that has been so solemnly entered into, 
through every difficulty, and hand it down unimpaired 
to their posterity. Under these impressions Congress 
can with confidence call on their constituents for such 
exertions as are proportionate to the truly critical situa- 
tion of our affairs. The plan of operations for the 
present campaign having been preconcerted on the 
principle of obliging the enemy to abandon their pos- 
sessiohs in every part of the$e states, an unequivocal 
compliance with the demands heretofore made by 
Congress for provisions, men, and money, is what we 
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luive at present to ask for. Should these means be 
expeditiously and punctually put into our hands, we 
have the most pleasing prospect of putting a speedy 
and happy issue to the war, by driving the enemy from 
their present possessions in every part of these states, 
or at all events to confine them to the seacoasts, in 
order to give as little room as possible to the enemy's 
claim oi tUi possidetis ^ which will undoubtedly be most 
strenuously insisted on by them in the course of the 
negotiation — a claim totally inadmissible on our part. 
Of course, then, nothing should be left unessayed by 
these states to prevent the embarrassments that such a 
claim must inevitably produce ; and of consequence 
it is become indispensably necessary by our immediate 
and, under Providence, successful efforts, to place our- 
selves in such a situation as to enable our negotiators 
to speak a firm and decided language, becoming the 
character of the ministers of free, sovereign and inde- 
pendent states. 

We conclude with observing, that from the forego- 
ing communications we are so thoroughly convinced of 
the most strenuous exertions of every state in the union 
to accomplish the great objects herein pointed out, 
that Congress will immediately proceed to carry into 
full execution their plans adopted for defeating the 
ambitious views of our enemy, and be prepared to ac- 
cept of peace upon no other terms than the indepen- 
dence of the thirteen United States of America in all 
its parts. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, seconded by Mr. Var- 
num — 

Resolved, That no person whatsoever be permitted 
to take copies or extracts from the secret journal, or 
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from any papers dirtcted by Congrets to be tttered 
therein) or from atij papers whli respect to* which fe« 
erecy is enjomedi br to require froin the Secretary 
such copies or extracts^ wtthoat the permtsskm of 
Congress. 

JUNE 21, 1781. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Loyell, Mr. Sbarpe, and Mr. Bee, to whom were refer- 
red k letter and memorial of the 7tb May from John 
Ross — 

Resolved, That Robert Morris, esquire, be and he 
is hereby empowered to deliver to John Ross, in part 
payment of his account, the bills of exchange which 
wer^ committed t6 him to be disposed of by a resolu- 
tidn of the 4th of this month, the restrictions in the 
said resolution notwithstanding — the said John Ross, 
agreeable to his proposal, agreeing to receive them at 
par, and engaging to bring no charge for usual dama- 
ges in case of non-payment, but merely to return 
them. 

JUNE 27, 1781. 

On motion of the delegates of South Carolina — 
Resolved, That the President be authorized to fur- 
nish governour Rutledge with four sets of permits or 
passports for vessels to bring salt only into the state 
of South Carolina, or North Carolina, under the direc- 
tion of the said governour Rutledge. 
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RtsoWtd, That the said governour Rutledge en- 
gage fop the return of the passports so furnished him 
to the President of Congress, after the purposes for 
ivhlch they are hereby granted shall haire been fulfill- 
ed, so that no other use be thereafter made of the said 
papers ; and that they be cancelled by the President 
of Congress when retui-ned to him. 

JULY 3, 1781. 

On the report of a committee appointed to confer 
with the superintendent of finance, and to take order 
fdr procuring a sum of specie — 

Resolved, That the superintendent of finance be 
and he is hereby empowered, to pursue such measures 
as he may think proper for exporting and importing 
goods, money, and other articles, at the risk and for 
the account of the United States, at such times and in 
such manner as he shall deem necessary and useful to 
the publick service. 

AUGUST 14, 1781. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred 
a motion of the delegates of Virginia — 

Resolved, That sixteen passports be granted to be 
employed by the governour of Virginia in protecting 
such number of vessels as shall be sufficient to import 
fifty thousand bushels of salt for the use of Virginia* 

That eight passports be granted to be employed by 
the governour of Maryland in protecting such a num- 
ber of vessels as shall be sufficient to import twenty- 
voL. I. 29 
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five thousaDd bushels of salt for the use of the state of 
Maryland. 

That the said passports continue in force for the 
space of six months from the date thereof, and no lon- 
ger. 

Kesolved, That the President inform the said go^ 
vernours that nothing less than the pressing necessitief^ 
of Virginia and Maryland could have induced Con- 
gress to relax the resolution made against farther in- 
tercourse with the enemy. That an abuse of this 
indulgence will highly injure the American cause; and 
that Congress rely on them to guard the same against 
misapplication by every possible precaution ; and to 
cause the passports to be returned to the President 
after the accomplishment of the purposes for which 
ihey are now granted. 

DECEMBER 5, 1781. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Lovell, Mr. Car- 
roll, and Mr. Bee, to whom was referred a letter of 
30th November last, from Thomas Edison, report — 

^' That Thomas Edison has by an essential service to 
^ the United States, and a singular proof of his fidelity 
^^ to their interests, recommended himself to the atten- 
"tionand reward of Congress:" Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the sum of two hundred and sixty- 
«ix dollars and two thirds of a dollar be paid to Tho- 
jnas Edison out of the treasury of the United States. 
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DECEMBER 17, 178:1. 

The committee, oonswting of Mr. Randolph, Mr.. 
-, reported the draft of a circular letter to the 



states, which was agreed), and is as follows-: 



We are happy to observe that the present year hath' 
been distingdshed by the reduction of a powerfub 
British garrison in Virginia, and that oar arms have' 
ako been prosperous in other parts of the United- 
States. But to infer that our inexorable foe is sub*^ 
dued beyond recovery, may be attended with ruinous* 
consequences. These events will yield but momenta- 
ry advantages, unless supported by vigorous measures^ 
in future^ 

From an assurance tiiat peace is best attained hy 
preparations for war, and that in the cabinet of nego- 
tiations those arguments carry with them the greatest 
weight which are enforced not only with a retrospect 
of important victories, but by a well grounded pros- 
pect of future successes, we have caHed upon you for* 
eight millions of dollars, and for your respective de- 
ficiencies of the military establishment. 

Seven years have nearly passed since the sword was- 
first unsheathed. The sums- expended in so long a 
period in a just and necessary war must appear mode- 
rate ; nor can any demand for pecuniary aid be deem- 
ed exorbitant by those who compute the extent of the 
publick exigencies and the proportion of the requisi- 
tion to the abilities of the states. Suppose not that 



/ 
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funds exist for our relief beyond the limits of these 
states. As the possessions of the citizens constitute 
our natural resources, and from a sense of their suffi- 
ciency the standard of war was erected against Great 
Britain, so on tbem alone we now rely. But even if 
loans were attainable, their amount would be merely 
commensurate with our ability and inclination to re- 
pay ; and by nothing can both be more satisfactorily 
evidenced than by a generous exertion amidst the lan- 
guor of publick credit. Arguing from the former dila- 
toriness of supplies, the enemy, after having abandon^ 
ed serious expectations of conquest by arms, antici- 
pate it in imagination from the dissolution of our 
publick credit. 

They cannot however deny the firmness of the basis 
on which it may be placed, when they survey the wide 
limits of this confederate country, the fruitfulness of 
its soil, and the industry of its people. 

But the want of money is not the only source of our 
difficulties; nor do the enemy gather consolation from 
the state of our finances alone. We are distressed 
by the thinness of our battalions* So vuberable 
does the boldness of navigation render the very bo- 
som of these states, so dispersed in some parts is the 
population, and so rapid our enemy in transportation^ 
that they seize and exhaust large districts before their 
ravages can be checked. The requisition for the 
completion of your battalions is therefore not only 
reasonable, but indispensable. 

Tardiness in the collection of our troops has con- 
stantly encouraged in our enemy a suspicion that 
American opposition is on the decline. Hence money 
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from time to time is poured into the coffers of our ene- 
my ; and the lender is perhaps allured by the prospect 
of receiving it with a usurious interest from the spoils 
of confiscation. 

To whom then rather than yourselves, who are call- 
ed to the guardianship and sovereignty of your coun- 
try, can these considerations be addressed? Joinf 
labourers as we are, in the work of independence, 
duty impels us to admonish you of the crisis* We pos- 
sess DO funds which do not originate with you. We can 
command no levies, which are not raised under your 
acts. Well shall we acquit ourselves to the worlds 
should peace, towards the acquisition of which so il- 
lustrious a point hath been gained, now escape our 
embraces, by the inadequacy of our army, or our trea- 
sure : for an appeal to this exposition of your affairs 
will demonstrate our watchfulness of your happiness. 

We conjure you to remember what confidence we 
shall establish in the breast of that great monarch, who 
has become a party in our political welfare, by a bold, 
energetick display of our ability. 

We therefore trust in your attention and zeal to 
avail yourselves, at this important crisis, of the glori- 
ous advantages lately obtained, by a full compliance 
with these requisitions of men and money which we 
have made to you, and the necessity of which hath 
been pointed out to us by the maturest consideration 
on the present circumstances of these United States. 
By order of Congress. 

JOHN HANSON, President, 
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DECEMBER 20, 1781. 

On the report of a committee appointed to confer 
with the commander in chief — - 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be in- 
formed that it is the earnest desire of Congress, that 
he should take the most effectual measures for procur- 
ing the exchange of his excellency Thomas Burke, 
governour of North Carolina, for some of the subjects 
of his Britannick majesty not military, who were made 
prisoners of war under the capitulation of York, in 
Virginia ; and that he report to Congress his proceed- 
ings therein. 

APRIL 5, 1782. 

On the report of 1 committee, consisting of Mr. 
Clymer, Mr. Osgood, and Mr. Cornell, to whom was 
referred a letter of the 3d from the superintendent of 
finance — 

Resolved, That Congress do approve of the mo- 
tives which have induced the superintendent of finance 
to give the preference above all others to the contract 
offered by Comfort Sands and Co., Tench Francis^ Oli- 
ver Phelps, Timothy Edwards, and Thomas Lowry, 
for the supply of the moving army. 

APRIL 26, 1782. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Atlee, Mr. Bland, Mr. Partridge, Mr. Cornell, and 
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Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a letter of Ulh 
from the secretary at war-^ 

Resolved, That the secretary at war take order for 
establishing good and safficieot magazines for the re- 
ception of the publick ammunition, at the following 
places, to wit : At Springfield, in the state of Massa- 
chusetts, at West Point, in the state of New York, at 
the Yellow Spring, in the state of Pennsylvania, and 
at New London, in the state of Virginia. 

MAY 24, 1782. 

The superintendent of finance having, in a letter of 
this day, enclosed the copy of a letter of the 4th of 
March from the honourable doctor Franklin, minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States at the court of 
Versailles, and a copy of a letter of the 6th February 
from count de Vergennes to doctor Franklin, together 
with a state of the moneys obtained in Europe for ac- 
count of the United States, from which he says— - 
" Congress will perceive that every sous we can com- 
^'mand during the year 1782 is already anticipated; 
''that the pecuniary supplies of 1781 and 1782 
'^ amount, after deducting the expenses on the loan, to 
'twenty-five and a half millions of livres; and that 
^ there are (including the two millions two hundred 
*' thousand livres appropriated to the interest of loan 
'' office certificates) near ten millions, besides the sum 
'' expended in Holland, which have already passed, and 
'' are now passing through the hands of doctor Franklin, 
^' and of which not a livre has been or ever will be ap- 
'' plied to the current service. If to this be added 



<^ above two millions and a haif due on Beaumarchais 
^^ bills, we shall have an amount of about twelve and 
^* a half millions, being at least one half of ail the mo- 
** neys obtained abroad for the service of the years 
<< 1781 and 1783; and we shall find that this greater 
^* half is totially consumed in paying the principal of 
*' some, and the interest of other debts, Wbieb have 
•' been contracted before that period." 

The copy of the letter of 6th February, from couftt 
de Vergennes to doctor Franklin, being read, to which 
is annexed the following : 

Sketch of the account of Congress with the royal 
treasury. 

1781* Receipts* 
The king has advanced • 4,000,000 
Gratuitous subsidy - - - 6,000,000 
Loan in Holland - - 10,000,000 



20,000,000 



Application. 

Remitted to Mr. Franklin at 
different times by the de- 
partment of foreign af- 
fairs ...... 4,000,000 

Furnished in cash to colo- 
nel Laurens ... - 2,500,000 

Price of goods sent in May 

and June 2,069,10^ 

Price of goods intended to 
be sent in March, 1782 2,570,000 



Carried forward, 11 , 1 39, 1 09 20,000,000 



Bcra^fotfward^ 11^139^109 36^000^000 
K« B. Those kt Virginia 

are ootinckidecL 
Bilbi of M^ BCorfist oa 

Messrs. Le ComRenlx - lr,OOO^0(^ 
Money sent to Holland, and 

remitted to Mp« FtankKn l^^SO^OOO* 
Td» Mr. Lei Grand for ac" 

count of Mr. Franklin -^ 2)21^,000 



15,785409 



Balance 4,214,891 

N. B. There remains to be taken from that sum-^- 

First, The price of goods bought for the state of 
Virginia. 

Second, The charges for the loan in Holland. 

Mr. Franklin must provide for the bills drawn by 
Mr. Morris on Mr. Le Contenlx. 

The letter of 4tb March, from Mr. Franklin to the 
superintendent of finance, being also read, wherein is 
the following paragraph and postscript : 

^' Friday last the minister was so good as to inform 
^' me we should have six millions paid quarterly, of 
*^ which one million five hundred thousand would be 
<< ready for us at the end of this month. I hope I shall 
" now be able to face the loan office and other bills, 
^ and my acceptances in favour of Mr. Beaumarchais ; 
^^ and I will do as much as I can out of the loan to- 
" wards fulfilling your orders of paying and deposit- 
^' ing money in other hands. But when you observe 
^ that the Dutch loan, which you conceived might be 
^^ entire with me, and at your disposition, has suffered 
VOL. I. 30 
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^Vsach large dedactions, you will not expect much; 
'' and your hopes of twelve millions for the present 
^( year falling short by one half, as far as appears at 
*' present, you will arrange your affairs accordingly^ 
^^ and prevail ^n our people, if possible, to do more 
^' for themselves.'' 

" P. S. By ihe 15th of tUs month another million 
^^ of the Dutch loan will be consumed in payipg bills, 
^' &c. so that I fear it will be difficult for me to pay 
** ihose in favour of Mr. Ross; but I will try." 

The superintendent's account of the moneyft in 
France being also read as follows : 

Due on the Dutch loan, ac- 
cording to the sketch given 
by count de Vergennes {4,214,891 

To be advanced in quarterly 
payments during the year 
1782 - - - 6,000,000 



10,214,891 



DEDUCTIONS. 

1. So much payable by Dr. 
Franklin the 15th March, 

1782, - - 1,000,000 

2. Expenses of negotiating 
the loan in Holland, esti- 

mated at - - - 500,000 

3. Amount of articles furnish- 
ed to Virginia, estimated at 700,000 

4. Bills drawn on Le Con- 
teulx & Co. la?t year, men- 
tioned in the count's letter, 200,000 



Carried forward, 2,400,000 10,214,891 
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Brought forward, 2,400,000 10,214^891 

5. Amount of interest biHs, 2,200,000 . 

6. Amount of orders in fa- 
vour of Messrs. Bingham 
and Ross, in December 
last, being for a part of 

their advances, - - 300,000^ 

7. Amount of clothing pur- 
chased by me the liasl au- 
tumn from necessity, the 
payments for which are 

now falling due, - - 700,0005 

8. Moneys due to Mr. W. Lee,, 
which I directed Mr.Frank- 
]ih to pay with, the inte- 
rest, say about - - 45,000^ 

9. Amount of bills drawn by 
me on Mr. Grand, since 

1st January last,^ - 1,085,000 

10. Bills drawn by Con- 
gress in favour of Mr. Beau- 
marchais three years ago, 
and which are payable 22d 

June next, - - 2,544,000 

tl. Expenses of foreign mi- 
nisters, and contingencies, 400,000 

t2. Expenses of negotiating 
at i per cent. - - 60,000 

9,734,000* 

Remains J54ao,8ajL 



The ez|>ensef of btring traosportoy maiBtftining pri- 
soners, &c« wiH More than consuove that balance* 

A motion was made by Mr. Bidod, seconded by Mu 
Telfair, 

That a committee be appointed, to whom 3hall be 
referred the letter of the superintendent of finance^ the 
letter of Dr. Franklin to the said superintendent, and 
the accounts this day laid before Congress by the su* 
perintendent of finance ; which committee are directed 
to make inquiry into the loans and subsidies from 
France, Holland, &c* and the autboriXy under which 
the appropriation of the said loans and subsidies ban 
been made ; and report thereoa to Cjongress* 

A motion was made by Mr. Lowell, seconded by 
Mr. Ellery, to amend the motion by striking out the 
words *' which committee," &c. to the end, and in lien 
thereof inserting, ^' And that the said committee be in- 
" siructed to inquire concerning the appropriation and 
^' application of the moneys procured in Europe on loao 
^' or otherwise ; and that they confer with the superin- 
" tendent of finance on the subject, and report thereon." 

On the question to agree to this amendmeDl, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Bland — 



Massachusetts, 


Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. LoweU, 


. 1- 


Rhode Island, 


Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Cornell, 


ij:}- 


Coiwectkut, 


Mr. Root, 


Ay. J>x 


New York, 


Mr. Scott, 


Ay. )>X 


New Jersey, 


Mr. Clark, 


Ay>x 



PennsyiyaDiay 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
South Carolioa^ 

Gwrgia, 
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9m 



Mr* Montgomery, AyA 



Mr. Clympr, 
Mr. Atiee, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wtight, 

Mr. Madivoxi, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Rndedge, 
Mr. R^onsay^ 
Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Telfair, . 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Pew, 



AyJ 

At. 



Ay.) 



Ay* i Divided. 



No.*f 



Ay. 

Ay 

No 



No.i 
Ay.V Ay. 
Ay. 3 



So it was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Cornell, seconded 
by Mr. Atlee, to amend tbe motion by striking out the 
words ^' And the authority under which the appro- 
^' priation of the said loans and subsidies has been 
^^ made ;'^ And on the question, Shall those words stand, 
the yeas apd nays being required by Mr. Bland*-* 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

Conpecticut, 
New York, 
Pennsylvania, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 

Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr. Root, 

Mr. Scott, 



No. 
No< 



;|no. 

:|no. 

No. ).x 
No. J>x 



No. 
No, 



Mr. Montgomery, No.' 

Mr. Smith, No. i ^^ 

Mr. Clymer, No. >^°' 

Mr. Atlee, No. 



Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Soutb'Carolina, 

Georgia, 
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Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. RuUedge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Middletonj 

Mr. Telfair, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Few, 



[May 24, 



No. 5 ^^• 



No 
Ay 



:| 



Divided^ 



No.) 
No.> No. 




So it passed in the negative. 
On the question to agree to the motion as amended, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland — 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 
New York, 
Pennsylvania! 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
South Carolinai 



Mr, Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 

Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr. Root, 

Mr. Scott, 



No. 

No. 



Noil^- 



No. 



No. J.X 
No. J.X 



Mr. Montgomery, No.^ 
Mr. Smith, No. ( xr 

5. r**- 



Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr« Ramsay, 
Mr. Middleton, 



No. . 
No.j 



No. 
Ay 



:| 



DlVIDED^K 



No.) 
No.> No. 
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Georgia, Mr. Telfair, 

Mr. JoDes, . 
Mr. Few, 

So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Rutledge, seconded 
by Mr. Madison — 

That the superintendent of finance lay before Con- 
gress an account of all money borrowed or granted in 
Europe, by or to the United States, antecedent to the 
4th d^y of March last; and also a general state of 
the purposes to which the same has been applied. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Telfair — 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 
New York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
South Carolina, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 

Mr. EUery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr. Root, 

Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Clymer,' 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Middleton, 



Ay. 5 



At. 




Aj.-i 

Ay. 5 



At. 



.tl- 



At. 



ifpf ^n yp jomoiiii. 



[M^H* 



Georgia, 



Mr* TelM*, 
Mr. Jooett, ^ 
Mr* Feir, 



ATr 



So it was resolved in the affimmtive* 



MAY 25, 1782. 

A iBotton wat mdo bj Mf • CorseUy seconded hj 
Mn EUerj, 

That the cttlry of yes terdaj be Iransferted t^ ibe 
secret journals 

A motioD mas made by Mr » Bland,, aeconded by Mr. 
Telfair, to strike out Ibe words ^ transfierred to tbe 
*^ secret journal ;" and in lieu thereof insert ^^ not 
*^ printed until the further order of Congress.'^ 

A motion was then made by Mr. Ellery, seconded 
by Mr. Lowell, to amend the amendmeot by adding 
*^ nor copies delivered out.'^ 

On tbe question to agree to tbif amendment to the 
amendment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr« 
Telfair— 



Massachusetts, 

Hhode Island, 

New York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 

Mr» EUery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr* Scott, 

Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr» Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 



Aj;|DmBiu„ 



Ay.) 



Ay 



At. 



Ay.) 
Ay.i 



Ar« 



ii;:^- 



South C^roliaay 
Georgia, 



Mr/M&dison, 
Mr. Bkihd, 

Mr. Riitledge, 
Mr. Radiaay, 
Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Tcelfair, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. FeW, 



Hm 



No; 

No, 






So the question was lost« 
On the question to agree to the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

New York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South Cstrolina, 

Georgia, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr« LoweU^ 

Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Comelli 

Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Smith, - 
Mr. Atl^e, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mx. Ramsay, 
Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Telfair, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Few, 



No*>. 

N0.VN0. 

No.> 

No.^ 
Ay. > Ay. 
Ay.S 



amendment, the 
Lowell — 

\' i Divided. 

No.) 
•5 



No; 



No. 



No. )^X 



No 
No 



N«; I Divided. 

^y- 1 At 

No.) 
Ay.> At. 

No.; 

Ay. 
Ay,< 



At. 



So the question was lost. 
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On the qoeslion to agree to the original motion, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Telfair — - 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

New Yorlc, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 

Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Smith; 
^v. Atlee, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Kutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Telfair, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Few, 



Ay.) 
Ay. 5 



At. 



Ay.5 - 
Ay. >'X 



Ay.? 
Ay. 5 



Ay. 




So the Question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. Osgood, 

That the entry of yesterday of the letters of Dr. 
Franklin, and the superintendent of finance, be pub- 
lished, and. copies thereof be. delivered to such mem* 
bers of Congress as shall apply for the same. 

On the question to ^gree to the motion, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Ellery — 



1782.] . 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

New York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



DOmSBnCK ATFAtKB. 

Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Lowell, 



d^ 



Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Cornell, 

Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Smitl^ 
Mr. Atiee, 

Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Wright, , 

Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Telfair, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Few, 



No.).x 

::1no. 



No. 
No, 






No. 
No. 
Ay, 



Ay. 

No, 
No, 



i 



No. 



No. 



So it passed in the negative. 



JUNE 7, 1782. 

On motion of Mr. Ramsay, seconded by Mr* Cor- 
nell- 
Resolved, That the secretary at war and superin- 
tendent of finance be directed to take such means as 
they may think proper to convey in the speediest man- 
ner, by land or by water, clothing and other necessa- 
ries to the southern army. 
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JULY 18,: 1782. 

Od matipn of Mr. Raoisa^, teconded by Mr. "Wither^ 

spoon, 

Resolved, That the postmaster-general take the 
most speedy and effectual methods to apprehend the 
robbers of the publick mail, and that he ahall be re- 
imbursed by these United States any sums of money, 
not exceeding two hundred and tbirty^three dollars and 
one third, which he shall bona fide expend on this 
business. 

JULY 25, 1782. 

On a report from the superintendent of finance, as 
agent of marine, to whmn was referred a report of the 
secretary at wpr on a memorml of Musco Livingston — 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be and he is 
hereby directed, to grant letters of passport and safe 
conduct to such vessel as may be employed by Musco 
Livingston, to sail from some port of the United States, 
in ballast, to the island of Jamaica, and to bring from 
thence the family atid effects of the said Musco Living- 
ston^; provided, that nothing in $uch paissporl contained 
shall authorize the importation into these United States, 
or any of them, of any goods, wares, or merchandi$e«, 
excepting pioney, plate, household furniture, and wear- 
ing^ apparel for the use of his family ; and that the said 
Musco Livingaton give bond, with sufficient sureties, 
to be lodged in the office of finance, in such a Sum as 
the superintendent of finance shall think proper, not 
to contravene in any respect the true intent and mean- 
ing of this resolution. 
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NOVEMBER 27, 1782. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Ot^ 
good, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Rutiedge, to whom was 
referred a letter of the 19th from the commander in 
chief, enclosing a paper endorsed, '^ Information of 
" Christopher Osgood" — 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be and he 
is hereby empowered and directed, to take immediate 
measures for apprehending and secm*ing Lake Knowl- 
ton, of Newfane, and Samuel Wells, of Bratlleborough, 
both of the district of country commonly called the 
New Hampshire Grants, west of Connecticut river, and 
such others within the district aforesaid as there may 
be good reason to apprehend have been concerned 
with the said Knowlton and Wells in a dangerous cor- 
respondence and intercourse with the enemy ; and that 
the commander in chief be authorized to communi- 
cate this resolution, and the information on which it is 
grounded, to such persons exercising authority in the 
district aforesaid, and at such time as he shall think 
proper. 

DECEMBER 3, 1782, 

Resolved, That the supreme executives of the 
states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and New York, be furnished with a copy of Christd- 
pher Osgood's declaration, in order that they may have 
due information of the treasonable practices with 
which some of their subjects are charged, no less 
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dangerous to their own safety than that of the United 
States* And that the executive of the state in which 
the said Christopher Osgood may reside, or be, be 
requested to take such measures for the appearance of 
the said Christopher O^ood at any trial to be had of 
the persons mentioned in his declaration, as to the 
said executive may seem proper. 

DECEMBER 11, 1782. 

On a report from the secretary at war— 
Resolved, That the scycretary at war be empowered 
to permit any British prisoner of war to hire himself 
as a labourer, provided the person who employs him 
shall give sufficient security for bis appearance when 
called for, in a penal bond of one hundred pounds 
current money of Pennsylvania ; and that be pay to 
the superintendent of finance four dollars monthly for 
th^ hire of such prisoner while retained in his ser^ 
vice. 



JANUARY 3, 1783. 

A motion was made by Mr. Arnold, seconded by Mr. 
Collins — 

That the secretary for foreign affairs be directed 
to transmit to the executive of the state of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, certified copies of 
the followinjg extracts of publick letters from Europe, 
viz. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Minister of the United 
States at 'the Court of Versailles^ directed to the 
' Secretary for Foreign Affair s\ dated Passy^ August 
12, 1782. 

^^ All rdnks of- this nation appear to be in good 

^hamour with us, and our reputation rises throughout 

*«Eiirope." ' 

Extract of a letter from the Minister at the Court of 

Versailles^ to the Secretary for Foreign Affair s^ dat^d 

Passyj Sej^tember 3, 1782. 

^^ It aff(»rds me much satisfaction to find the conduct 

"of Congress approved by ail that hear, or speal^ of 

" it;' and to se^e all the marks of a constantly growing 

^regard for us, and confidence in us, among thqse in 

^ whom such sentiments are most to be desired." 

Extract of a Letter from the Minister at the Court qf 

Versailles^ to the Superintendent of Finance^ dated 

Passy^ April 8, 1782, read in Congress^ December 

27,1782. 

^^ Our publick afiairs go on swimmingly in Hoi- 
"land.?' 

Extract of a Letter from the Minister at the Court of 

Versaillesy to the Superintendent of Finance^ dated 

Passy^ August 12, 1782, read in Congress^ December 

27, 1782, . • 

" Your conduct, activity, and address as financier 

^^ and provider for the exigencies of the state, is much 

"admired and praised here, ks gopd consequences b&« 

"ing so evident, particularly with regard to the rising 

'' credit of our country, and the value of bills.'' 
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i> ' 



Extract €f a LtUer ftom thp Minister qf iht United 
• ,SMt8 at the Hague^ to the Secr^flry for Foreign 

Affairs^ dated Hague^ July 5, 1782. 

" AUbough I wa^ obliged to j^a^^ with them for 
^Vfiye millions of gilders, I don't expect we shall 
*' obtain that sum for a long time. If we get a millioa 
^' and a half by Christmas it will be mor^ than I ex- 
"pect." 

Extract of Letter from the Marquis de la fhyette to 
the Secretary for Foreign Affairs^ dated Paris, Octo^ 
btr 5, 1782. 

*'In a letter from Mr. Adams to me, dated the 
*• Hague, September 29, I had the following intetli- 
" gence : * We have at length the consent of all the 
'^ cities and provinces, and have adjusted and agreed 
" upon every article, word, syllable, letter, and point, 
*' in the treaty of commerce ; and clerks are employed 
^< in making out fair copies for the signature, which 
^ will be done this week. Amidst the innumerable 
« crowd of loans which are opened in this country, 
<^ many of which have little success, I was afraid that 
^ ours would have failed. I have, however, the plea- 
<< sure to inform you that I am at least one million and 
^< a half in cash, about three millions of livres, which 
< will be an aid to the operations of our finances.' 
^ From this it appears that Mr. Adams has well em- 
^ ployed his time in Holland, and I beg you will please 
^' to communicate this extract to Mr. Morris." 



That the said secretary also transmit to the said ex^ 
ecutive certified copies of the several letters that have 
been received from Mr« Adajins, the minister at the 
Hague, in the coarse of the last six monibS) as well as 
those from Mr« Dumas, and the sundry letters which 
bare been received from the ministers at Versailles and 
Madrid, on the subject of loans, in the course of the year 
I7a2, and of all other letters respecting applicattons 
for foreign loans, and the result thereof; and respect'^ 
ing which secrecy is not enjoined by Congress* 

A motion was made by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by 
Mr. Carroll, to amend by prefixing the following pre- 
amble : 

Whereas the delegates of the state of Rhode Island 
have frequently interrupted and delayed the important 
business of Congress, by their solicitatioi^s to obtain 
certain extracts from letters received by Congress from 
their ministers, to have them transmitted to the state 
of Rhode Island ; and whereas ahhough such extracts 
being taken without the connexion which they bear to 
other parts of such letters will be very liable to mifh 
guide those to whom such extracts shall be sent ; yet 
considering the interruption which such frequent mo- 
tions occasion to the necessary business of the United 
States, Resolved — 

A motion was made by Mr, Gilman, seconded by 
Mr. — — , to amend the amendment, by inserting be- 
fore the words " the delegates,*' the words " some of.'' 
VOL. I. 32 
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'A motion was then made by Mr* Rutledgei tecondted 
by Mr. Hawkins, as follows : 

Congress having, on the 20th December last^ direct- 
ed the secretary for foreign affairs to transmit to the 
executire authority H>f Rhode Island, an authenticated 
state of the several applications for foreign loans, and 
the result thereof--* 

Resolved, That the foregoing motions be post- 
poned. 

A moUon was then made by Mr. Hamilton, second- 
ed by Mr. Oilman, that the whole be committed. And 
on the ; question for commitment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Howell-- 

New Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, 
Mr. White, 



Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 



Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Gorham, 

Mr. Collins, 
Mr. Arnold, 
Mr. Howell, 

Mr. Ellsworth, 
Mr. Wolcott, 
Mr. Dyer, 

Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Hamilton, 

Mr. Boudinot^ 
Mr. Elmer, 
Mr. Condict, 



Ay.) 

Ay. 5 



At. 



At. 



No. 



At, 



Ay.) 
Ay. 5 

Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay. 



At, 



At. 






y*S3;> 
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WU 



Pennsjrlyania^^ 



I>elaware|. 

Maryland, 
North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 



Mr. Mifflin, 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Wilson^, 



Ay.Y 
Ay. I 
Ay. > 



Mr. Montgomery, Ay. [ 



Atv- 



Mr. Peters,, 

Mr. Dickinson,^ 
Mr. Wharton, 

Mr. Garroll; 

Mr. Hawkinsr, 

Mr. Nash, 

Mr. Williamson,, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Izardv 
Mr. Gervais, 



Ay. >X 



Ay. 



Ar. 




So it was resolved in the affirmative* 

The committee — Mr« Gilman^ Mr. Hamilton, Mf« 
EDsworth. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Osgood, seconded^ 
by Mr». Hamilton, that the entry of this proceeding: 
be made on the secret journal ; and on the questioik. 
to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. Howell — 



New Hampshire, Mr. G'ilman, 
Mr. White, 



Massachusetts, 



Rhode Island, 



Mr. Osgoody 
Mr. Gorbam, 

Mr. Collins, 
Mr. Arnold, 
Mr* Howell, 



Ay.) 

Ay. 5 

Ay.> 

Ay.i 

No, 
No 
No, 



At. 



Ay^ 



i.jNo». 



mim 









Ay.T At. 



/rao'^' 



ftnt^^r 



pe/airarCf 

jfarylan^t 
Virginia, 
North Carolioa, 



South Carolioa, 



A,. I 



Ay. 



^^^ Boudinot, 
jtfr. Condict, 
Mr. Mifflin, 



Ay. 



AyO 



Mr. Fitssimmons, Ay. I 
Mr* WiUon, Ay. >Ay. 

Mr. Montgomery, Ay. [ 



Mr. Peters, 

Mr. DickiniBOD, 
Mr. Wharton, 

Hn Carr^dl, 

Mr. Madison, 

Mr. Hawkini, 
Mr. Nash, 
Mr. Williamson, 
Mr. Blount, 

Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Izard, 
Mr. Gervais, 



AyJ 

Ay.? 
Ay. 5 



At. 



Ay. >-x 
Ay. J>X 

Ay.) 
Ay.j 

No.) 

^' l-DlVIDED. 

No!J 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



JANUARY 10, 1783. 

The cooMnHtee, consitting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Os- 
good, and Mr. Madison, to whom was referred a letter 
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of January 9, 1783, from the superintendent of finance^ 
to confer with him thereon, report- 
That they have conferred with the superintendent, 
who communicated to them the subject referred to in 
his letter, under their promise of secrecy until Con-* 
gress shall direct them to communicate the same to 
them ; and request the sense of Congress whether the 
committee shall now make such communication t 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the committee make the communi- 
cation. 

The committee then informed Congress, that he has 
been under the necessity of drawing bills to an amount 
beyond the known funds procured in Europe, owing 
to sundry large sums which were not known to him, 
or not taken into his estimates, having been paid out 
of the sums obtained : Whereupon, 

Resolved unanimously. That the superintendent of 
finance be and ne is hereby authorized, to draw bills 
of exchange, from time to time, according to his dis- 
cretion upon the credit of the loans which the ministers 
of the United States have been instructed to procure in 
Europe, for such sums, not exceeding the amount of 
the money directed to be borrowed, as the publick 
service may require. 

Resolved unanimously, That the whole of this mat- 
ter be kept secret. 

JANUARY 17, 1783. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Pe- 
ters, and Mr. Izard, appointed on a motion of Mr. 
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Peters, to consider and report to Congress the pro- 
priety of attempting farther loans in Europe, Tcport— 

That they conferred with the soperiDtendent of 
finance, and fully informed tbemseives of the situation 
of the applications for foreign loans, wUth if complied 
with would be fully sufficieat for the purposes to which 
those loans were intended t<> be applied ; but from the 
small prospect there seems to be of obtaining the mo» 
neys^already directed to be borrowed, it appears not 
only hopeless, but embarrassing to the bttsiness al- 
ready in train, to attempt farther loans until solid 
funds are put into the hands of Congress in support 
of the national faith and credit ; the committee there- 
fore report, That it is at present ine:v:pedient to take 
any farther order on the said motion. 

Resolved,^ That Congress agree to the said report.. 

FEBRUARY SQ, 1783; 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Ha- 
milton, Mr. Peters, Mr. Bland, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. 
MiflBiin, to whom was referred a letter of 30th January 
last, from the commander in chief — 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be informed 
that Congress, always happy to receive his sentiments 
either on the political or military affairs of these 
states, the utility of which they have upop so many, 
occasions experienced, have paid all the attention to 
his letter of the 30th of January which the importance 
of it demands. 

That should the war continue another campaigni^ 
every motive of policy and economy would operate ia 
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feiTOur of the enterprise suggested ; but that such are 
the present situation and prospects of these states, Uiat 
it would be inexpedient at this time to determine 
•upon the plan, or to enter upon the expensive prepa* 
rations which it would require. 
. That the official accounts received by Congress cor- 
responding with other intelligence, afford appearances 
of an . apprpaching peace. 

Ordered, That the secretary for foreign affairs, 
make a confidential communication to the commander 
in chief of the state of the negotiations for peace, 
when the last advices were received. 

OCTOBER 15, 1783. 

After the resolution^ for holding a convention with 
the Indians in the northern and middle departments, it 
was resolved as follows : 

That first, and as a preliminary, it shall be required 
that all prisoners of whatever age or sex among these 
Indians shall be delivered up. 

. Secondly, That the Indians be informed that after a 
contest of eight years for the sovereignty of this coun- 
try, Great Britain has relinquished to the United 
States all claim to the country within the limits de- 
scribed by the second article of the provisional treaty 
between the United States and the king of Great Bri- 
tain, on the thirtieth day of November, in the year 
1782 — that is td say — From the north-west angle of 
,Nova Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed by a line 
^rawn due north from the source of Saint Croix river 
to the highlandsi along the said highlands which divide 
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those rirers Ihtt iemply theinselref into the rtver Simt 
Ldwrence from thoae which fell into the Atlantick oceaiij 
to the north-westernmost head of Connecticut mer ; 
thence down along the middle of that river to tke for^* 
fifth degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line 
due west on said latitude, until it itrikes the river Iro- 
quois, or Cataraqui ; thence along the middle of said 
river into lake Ontario, through the middle of said 
lake until it strikes the conununication by water be- 
tween that lake and lake Erie ; thence along the mid-* 
die of said communication into lake Erie, through the 
middle of said lake until it arrives at the water com- 
munication between that lake and lake Huron ; thence 
along the middle of said water communication into 
lake Huron; thence through the middle of the said 
lake to the water communication between that lake and 
lake Superiour ; thence through lake Soperiour north* 
ward of the isles Rojal and Pbilipeaux to the Long 
lake ; thence through the middle of said Long lake, 
and the water communication between it and the lake 
of the Woods, to the said lake of the Woods ; thence 
through the said lake to the nK>8t north«western point 
thereof; and from thence on a due west course to the 
river Mississippi ; thence by a line to be drawn along 
the middle of the said river Mississippi until it shall 
intersect the northernmost part of the thirty-first de- 
gree of north latitude ; sooth by a line to be drawn 
<]ue east from the determination of the line last men- 
tioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of 
the equator, to the middle of the river Apalacbicola, 
or Calahouche ; thence along the middle thereof to its 
junction with the Flint river ; thence strait to the head 
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of St. Mary'd river ; and thence downafong the middle 
of St. Mary's ri^rer to the Ailantick ocean 5 east, by a 
line to be drawn along the middle of the river St. 
Ctoix from its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its source ; 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid 
highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the 
Atlantick ocean from those which fall into the river St. 
Lawrence ; — comprehending all islands within twenty 
leagues of any part of the shores of the United States, 
and lying between lines to be drawn due east from the 
points where the aforesaid boundaries between Nova 
Scotia on the one part, and East Florida on the other, 
shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy and the At- 
lantick ocean, excepting such islands as now are or 
heretofore have been, within the limits of the said pro« 
vince of Nova Scotia. 

Thirdly, That as the Indians, notwithstanding a so- 
lemn treaty of neutrality with Congress at the com- 
mencement of the war, notwithstanding all the advice 
and admonition given them during its prosecution, 
<;ould not be restrained from acts of hostility and wan- 
ton devastation, but were determined to join their arms 
to those of Great Britain, and to share their fortunes, 
80 consequently with a less generous people than Ame- 
ricans, they might be compelled to retire beyond the 
lakes ; but as we prefer clemency to rigour, as we per- 
suade ourselves that their eyes are open to their errour, 
and that they have found by fatal experience that 
their true interest and safety must depend upon our 
friendship ; as the country is large enough to contairi 
and support us all, and as we are disposed to be kind 
to them, to supply their wants, and to partake of their 
VOL. I. 33 
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trade, we, from these considerations, atid from motives 
of compassion, draw a veil over what is ^passed, and 
will establish a boundary line between them and us, 
beyond which we will restrain our citizens from hunt- 
ing and settling, and within which the Indians shall not 
come, but for the purpose of trading, treating, or other 
business equally unexceptionable. 

Fourthly, That the following lines shall be propos- 
ed to be mutually agreed upon and established be- 
tween the United States and the several tribes of In- 
dians who shall be affected thereby ; beginning at the 
mouth of the Great Miami river, which empties into 
the/3hio; thence along the said river Miami to its 
confluence with the Mad river; thence by a direct 
line to the Miami fort at the village of that name on 
the other Miami river which empties *into lake Erie ; 
thence along the lastmentioned river to lake Erie, com- 
prehending all the lands between the abovementioned 
lines and the state of Pennsylvania on the east, lake 
Erie on the north) and the river Ohio on the south-east* 

Fifthly, That the commissioners for the northern and 
middle departments, or such other persons as may bcf 
appointed by Congress, unite together in holding one 
convention with the Indians inhabiting the districts 
aforesaid, and their allies and dependents, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid; and only yield to separate conven- 
tions in case of inevitable necessity. 

Sixthly, And whereas the Oneida and Tuscarora 
tribes have adhered to the cause of America, and 
joined her arms in the course of the late wary and 
Congress have frequently as^red them of peculiar 
marks of favour and friendship, the said commission- 
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ers are therefore instructed to reassure the said tribes 
of the friendship of (he United States, and that they 
may rely that the land ^hich they claim as their in- 
heritance will be reserved for their sole use and bene- 
fit, until they may think k fcir their own advantage to 
dispose of the same. 

Seventhly, That the said commissioners be and 
they are hereby instructed, to obtain a particular ac* 
count of the French inhabitants of Detrdt, Illinois^ 
and other villages within the territories of the United 
States ; and that they give assurances in the name of 
the United States to those inhabitants who shall pro- 
fess their allegiance to the United States, that they 
shall be protected in the full enjoym^t of their liber- 
ty and their just and lawful property. 

Eighthly, That the said commissioners be and they 
are hereby instructed, not to admit into a treaty with 
the said Indians, or suffer to be in any manner con- 
nected with it, any article, stipulation, or condition 
whatsoever, making or confirming, or tending to make 
or confirm, to any individual, or individuals, any grant 
or grants of land, whether real or pretended, within 
the bounds of the United States as before described. 

Ninthly, That the said commissioners be and they 
are hereby also instructed, to obtain information of the 
number and places of residence of the citizens of the 
United States who have seated themselves on the north- 
west side of the Ohio ; to signify to them the displea- 
sure of Congress that they have taken this step, with 
which the publick interest and repose are so intimately 
connected, without permission or authority, and to dis- 
courage, to the utmost of their power, all intrusions 
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into any of the territories of the United States within 
their respective departments. 



DECEMBER 22, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Jefferson, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. M'Henry, appointed to 
make the necessary arrangements for the publick au- 
dience of general Washington- 
Resolved, That the order for the publick audience 
of general Washington be as follows : 

1. The President and members are to be seated and 
covered, and the Secretary to be standing by the side 
of the President. 

2d. The arrival of the General is to be announced 
by the messenger to the Secretary, who is thereupon to 
introduce the General, attended by his aids, to the hall 
of Congress. 

3d. The General, being conducted to a chair by the 
Secretary, is to be seated with an aid on each side 
standing, and the Secretary is to resume his place. 

4th. After a proper time for the arrangement of 
spectators, silence is to be ordered by the Secretary, 
if necessary, and the President is to address the Gene- 
ral in the following words : 

" SIR, 

^^ The United States in Congress assembled are pre- 
^* pared to receive your communications :" 

Whereupon the General is to arise, and address 
Congress. After which he is to deliver his commission 
and a copy of his address to the President. 
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5tfa. The General, having resumed his place, the 
President is to deliver the answer of Congress, which 
the General is to receive standing, 

6th. The President having finished, the Secretary is 
to deliver the General a copy of the answer. The 
General is then to take his leave. 

When the General rises to make his address, and 
also when he retires, he is to bow to Congress^ which 
they are to return by uncovering without bowing. 

MARCH 19, 1784. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Jef« 
ferson, Mr. Howell, and Mr. Williamson, to whom were 
referred the fourth and fifth of the instructions of the 
15th of October, 1783, to the commissioners for nego-^ 
tiating with the Indians — 

Resolved, That the said fourth and fifth articles of 
the instructions of the 15th of October, 1783, to the 
commissioners for negotiating with the Indians, be and 
they are repealed ; and in lieu thereof the following 
be substituted : 

Fourthly, That a meridian line passing through the 
lowest point of the rapids of Ohio to the northern 
boundary of these United States shall be proposed as 
the line of division between the several Indian tribes 
and these states ; so that all the lands comprehended 
between the said boundary on the north, the Ohio on 
the south, the said meridian on the west, and Penn- 
sylvania on the east, or so much thereof as the tribes 
having title thereto may be induced to part with, shall 
be ceded to the United States ; and possession thereof, 
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or of any parts thereof, be given to the United States 
at such times as may be agreed upon in the treaty. 

Fifthly, The said commissioners are instructed, as 
far as they shall find it convenient, to treat with the 
several nations at different times and places ; and 
where necessity shall oblige them to bring two or more 
nations together, that they still keep their treaties and 
conferences as distinct as may be. That they counte- 
nance every disposition in any one of the Six Nations 
to treat and act separately and independently ; and 
that in general they discourage every coalition and 
consultation which might tend to involve any one na- 
tion in the wars of the others. 

MARCH 30, 1784. 

The grand committee, consisting of Mr. Jefferson, 
Mr. Blanchard, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Howell, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. De Witt, Mr. Dick, Mr. Hand, Mr. Stone, Mr. 
Williamson, and Mr. Read, to whom was referred a 
letter of the 19th March, 1784, from the superinten- 
dent of finance, with sundry papers enclosed, and 
who were instructed to revise the institution of the 
treasury department, and report such alterations as 
they may think necessary, reported the draft of a cir- 
cular letter to the supreme executives of the several 
states, which was agreed to as follows : 

[circular.] 

SIR, 

The subject of this address claims the attention of 
your excellency on the principle of the most urgent 
necessity. 
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The state of our fioances is such as to requice the 
united efforts of Congress and of the several states, 
for obtaining immediately a supply of money to pre- 
vent the loss of publick credit. 

When the army were furloughed, they had the pro- 
mise of three months pay ; and as there was not mo-« 
ney in the treasury, the superintendent of finance was 
under the necessity of issuing his notes to discharge 
this and other demands. The notes becoming due, 
part of them were redeemed with money supplied by 
the several states ; but this being inadequate, the finan- 
cier drew bills on Holland for the deficiency. A con- 
siderable proportion of ^tbese drafts have been paid by 
loans obtained there on the credit of the United States. 
But the letters from our bankers to the superintendent 
of finance inform, that they had been under the ne- 
cessity, for the want of funds, to suffer so many of bis 
bills to be protested for non-acceptance as, with the 
damages on protest in case of non-payment, will amount 
to the sum of six hundred and thirty-six thousand dol- 
lars. ^ 

We expect the return of these bills under a protest 
for non-payment; and should there not be money in 
the treasury of the United States to discharge them, 
your excellency may easily conceive the deplorable 
consequences. 

Under such circumstances Congress think it their 
duty to communicate the matter confidentially to the 
supreme executive of each state, and to request in the 
most pressing terms their influence and exertion to fur- 
nish with all possible despatch, on requisitions unsatis- 
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fiedy their respective quotas of the sum menttened ac- 
ccn^diDg to the apportionment herewith transmitted. 

I shall only add, sir, that Congress rely on your 
wisdom for accomplishing their views with as much 
despatch as possible, and that the estimates and requi- 
sitions for the year will be soon transmitted to your 
excellency. 

I am, &c. 

(To be signed by the President*) 

The apportionment of the six hundred and thirty-sir 
thousand dollars is as follows : 



New Hampshire, 


- 


32,348 


Massachusetts, 


- 


95,157 


Rhode Island, 


. 


13,703 


Connecticut, 


- 


56,007 


New York, 


- 


54,375 


New Jersey, 


- 


35,344 


Pennsylvania, 


- 


87,000 


Delaware, - • 


- 


9,516 


Maryland^ ... 


- 


60,003 


Virginia, - . - 


- 


108,750 


North Carolina, 


■ 


46,218 


South Carolina, 




40,782 


Georgia, 


17 


6,797 


APRIL 16, 


B4. 



636,000 



On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Hand, Mr. Williamson, and Mr. Howell, to whom was 
referred a motion of Mr. Hand — 
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Resolv^, TMt ihe commldsione/s for treating wkli 
the (ndkii tmtlMBlie informcct, that as Congrefts are de* 
«ireufi oflievingtkat itnporCaiii business effected with the 
mmott despatch, and at as Ikf le expense as possible, 
the ;fifth article of their instruelions, so far as it enjoins 
4he holding of separate and distinct treaties with the 
several nations, is dispeosed with ; and that they the 
said commissioners are hereby authorized to treat with 
the said several nations of Indians collectively, or at 
different times and places, as they shall find most 
conducive to the interest of the United States. 

APRIL ?2, 1784, 

Resolved, That as the command of the legion did 
BOt devolve on colonel Ternant upon the promotion of 
general Armand, he be not entitled to.any other pay or 
commutation than that to which he was entitled as 
lieutenant colonel in the ^aid corps. 

JANUARY 20, 1785. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Mon- 
roe, Mr. Piatt, Mr. Read, Mr. Hardy, and Mr. Spaight, 
Vo whom were referred a letter of third November, 
17S4, from the honourable John A dams, and a letter of 
the 1 1th of the saihe month from the honourable John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson-^ 

Resolved, That the paragraph in the joint letter re-* 
specting the coaungnications they have received from 
the count de Vergennes upon the subject of the Dutch 
VOL. I. 34 
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loans guaraotied by Frande, and the particular loans of 
France, as also the paragraph respeioting the tetter of 
Mr. le Grand to Mr. Franklin, and the letter of Mr* 
Ad^ms, be transmitted to the several executives, and 
that they be requested to lay them before dieir respec- 
tive legislatures, for their informatbn upon the subjects 
on which they treat, under injunctions of secrecy. 

SEPTEMBER 7,1785. 

On motion of Mr. Pinckney — 

Resolved, That whenever it shall appear to the Sec- 
retary of the United States of America for the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs, that their safety or interest re- 
quire ihe inspection^ of any letters in any of the post- 
offices^ he be authorized and empowered to inspect the 
,said letters, excepting from the operation of this reso- 
lution, which is to continue for the term of twelve 
months, all letters franked by, or addr^^sed to, mem- 
bers of Congress. 

SEPTEMBER 29, 1786. 

On motion of Mr. Houstoun, seconded. by Mr. Lee-^ 
Resolved, That the secretary at war be and hereby 
is authorized and directed forthwith to repair to Spring- 
field, in the »tate of Massachusetts, and to lake such 
measures as nvay be necessary for the protection and 
safety of the federal magazine in that place. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas a»d nays 
being required by Mr. Pinckney-*- - 



Massachosetto, 

Rhode Island, 
Connecticut|. 
New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland, 

Virginla,^ 
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Mr. Gorham, 
Mr. King, 
Mr. Dane, 

Mr. Manning, 
Mr. Miller,. 

Mr. Johnson,. 
Mr. Sturges, 



Ay 

Ay 

Ay 



I 



Air» 



'n^- 



Ay.V 
Ay. 5 



Ay.. 



Mr. Cadwallader, Ay.' 
Mr. Symraes, No. 

Mr. Homblower, Ay. 



Ay. 



Mr. PettiU 



Mr. St. Clair^ Ay, 



Ay.) 

•5 



Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Ramsay, 

Mr. Monroe, 
Mr. Gariington,. 
Mr. Lee,. 



Ay.> 
Ay.l 



Ay. 



Ay. 



Ay. 



North Carolina, Mr. Bloodworth, No. ) £)jy,uEi^.. 
Mr. White, Ay. y 



Mr. Pinckney, 
Mr. Parker^ 



South Carolina, 
Georgia,. 
So it was resolved in^ the aflSrmativ«« 



No 

Ay 



Mr.. Houstoun, 
Mr. Few, 



:| 

Ay. 7 

Ay.S 



DlVIDBD«.' 



Ay. 



OCTOBER 21, 1786. 

Presents— Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connectieut^ 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia^ South Carolina,, and Georgia. 



The condnktee, conmlitrg df 9ft. Petttt, Vk* Lcv^ 
M*:. Pinckncy, Mr. Henry, and Mr. Smith, to whom 
were referred a letter from the war office, with the 
papers enclosed, containing intetligence off ti^. hosiittf 
movepaentsr of (be Indian^ in C&e western country, and 
a letter of the 18th inst. from the secretary at waPf 
8uggesti(ig the imminent danger of the publicic stores 
deposited in the arsenal at Springfield, in the state of 
Massachusetts, frdm the iii^nrrections aftd disorders 
prevailing )n that state, having reported — 

That from the facts stated in the said letter from the 
secretary of war, and otbei' adtheotick hTfofnhation, it 
appears th^t a dangerous insurrection has taken place 
in divers parts of the state of MasiachusettSy wbicb ii 
rapidly extending its infit^^nce; that the insurgents 
liave already, by force of arms, suppressed the ad* 
ministratiori erf justice in lev^Pal counties ; that 
though the legislature of the ^id s^tate is now in ses* 
sion, yet from the circumstanoes attending it, h would 
und^btedty defeat the object of the federal interposi- 
tion, should a formal application for the same be made; 
that nevertheless it sFppears to (he contmiltee that the 
aid of the federal government is necessary to stop the 
progress ot Ihe insurg^Affs, and that there is the gteat^lt 
reason to brieve that liifile^s speedy and effectual 
measures shall be taken to defeat ihefir desi^fns^ they 
will possess themselves of the arsenal at Springfield, 
subvert the government, and not only reduce that 
commonwealth to a state of anarchy and confusion, 
but pfobabl^ involve the United SiaUm in the oalctiai- 
ttes df a civil war. Und^l* such drcumstdoc^s^ tb^ 
committee conceive that the Unittd Staies are not 
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^aij hojsbi by the cddfederatton arid good lahb, but 
alFdngly proolpted bj friendships affection^ and soiMid 
p<rfid]F, ta be prepared to extend such aid to the stittfe 
#^f JMastacfai^*t(a at ttiay be tiecen^ary to restore tbe 
gaveiUmenft to tbe full e&erdise of its constitutional 
authority, and to afford protection to the important 
publick stores deposited within that state. For these 
purposes the committee think it proper that a body of 
troops should be immediately raised under the au- 
thority of tbe United States; but as it is not expedient 
that tbesa causes should be puBlitkly assigned for the 
raising of such troops^ especially as the othei* matters 
referred to the consideration of the cOaimittee afford 
ftuffci^nt ground to authorise the measure, they have 
thought it proper in a separate report on the intelli* 
gence received from tba western country, te recom- 
mend the augmentation of tbe troops in the service of 
the United States. And as these troops are proposed 
to be raised chiefly in the eastern states, they may 
probably e0ect these Sdlutary purposes before they 
are moved to the western coutltry. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Congress agree to the 
said report. 

Resolved, unanimously, That although the present 
condition of Massachusetts demand immediate prepa- 
ratory arrarigements for the interposition of the union 
wh^n called for, and the happiness of the United 
St^t^d require tbe adoption of measures calculated to 
crush the insurrection in that state, still in the present 
embarrassments of the federal finance, Congress would 
riot h^^rd the perilous step of putting arms into the 
hands of men Vrhose fidelity must in some degree de- 
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pend on the failbrol payment of their wages, had they 
not the fullest confidencet from autheotick and respec- 
table information, of the most liberal exertions of the 
Bdoney holders in the state of Massachmetts and the 
other states in filling the loans aothorisBed bj the re- 
solve of this date. 

OCTOBER 23, 1786. 

Present — ^Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut; 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Caroli- 
na, and Georgia, and from Maryland, Mr. Ramsay, 
from Virginia, Mr. Lee. 

Resolved, unanimously, That whenever it shall 
appear to the Secretary of the United States of Ame- 
rica for the department df foreign a&irs that their 
safety or interest require the inspection of any letters 
in any of the postoffices, he be authorized and em- 
powered to inspect the said letters, excepting from the 
operation of this resolution all letters franked by, or 
addressed to, members of Congress. 

FEBRUARY 16, 1787. 

Congress being assembled, present — Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, and from R. Island, Mr. Varnum, and from . Mary- 
land, Mr. Forrest. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Piockney, Mr. 
Madison, Mr. King, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Bingham, 
to whom was referred a motion for directing the sec* 
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retarylat war to iisue insUHiciions immediately to the 
rificieirs in. tlie recruiting service, to suspend any future 
enlistmeftlBoflroojps under ibe resolutions of Congress 
of tb^ 30th October, 1786, until the farther direction 
of Congress, baying reporte4— i- 

'^ That in their opinioathe present situation and 
" circumsWnces of the United States make it prudent 
"to postpone for a short time a: decision on theBubject 
" which has been referred to them :" and this report 
having been made the order, was called for by the 
state of Sjoutb Carolina; and being under debate, a 
motion was made by Mr. Pinckney, seconded by Mr. 
Few, That the farther consideration of the report be 
postponed, in order to take up the following proposi- 
tion, namely, 

'' Whereas neither the re(^uisition of the 21st of Oc- 
" tober, 1786, nor the loans which the board of treasu- 
" ry were directed to make in consequence thereof for 
" paying and subsisting the troops directed to beraijsed 
" by the resolutions of the 20th of October last, have 
"yielded the sums expected from the same, and on the 
^^ prospect of obtaining which the additional number of 
" one thousand three hundred and forty men were alone 
"determined to be raised ; and as the present critical 
" and embarrassed situation of the funds of the United 
"States is such as not to permit the raising and equip- 
^' ping the whole number of troops mentioned in the 
"said resolutions without interfering with the more 
" necessary and important purposes of collecting sup- 
" plies for the maintenance of the civil list and the 
"contingencies of the federal government, the pay- 
" ment of the interest and such parts of the capital 
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^M are tiki will beeome due oa tbe^ for«igQ l<|aii6 ; 
*' and as it «ropU ba hif^y dan^rous «mI iattpolitiick 
^^ either lo apply theeuvM appropriated itolSMsa par- 
/^ poses, to tbe maintenaiiceof an additional mitkary 
^^establishment in itself not tieqeasary to Ae Aril ex« 
^^ tent, or to plsice anus in the hands of a body oif dls- 
^< cifdinied troops for whose pay and sUbdiMenee the 
^^ Upited States are not at present nor will soon pro- 
^> bably i^e in a situation to provide t Therefore, 

M Reiiolved, That the secretary at war be and he is 
'^ hereby ordered, to issue kninediate iastractions to 
** the pffiocrs in the jrecraiting sertice to suspend any 
^ future enlistments under the rescdutions of the JOtb 
^* of October until the ffirdier direction of Congi^ssi 
'^ except so far as to complete the corps now in service 
^^ on the Ohio or its neighbourhood to the number df 
^ non-commissioned officers and privates ; 

^ that he direct tbe troops already raised, with a suita- 
^^ ble proportion of commissioned officers, to render- 
^^ vous at ; and that he report to Congress 

^ the arrangements necessary for completing the said 
^^ corps, and for discharging tbe officers whp m^y 
'^ have been commtssioaed but whose services are by 
<^ this reduction rendered unnecessary.^ 

On the question to postpone for the purpose above- 
mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mn 
Pinckney— 

Massachusetts, Mr. Kingi No* ) ^ 

Mr. Dane, No. j ^^• 

aihode Island, Mr. Vamum, No, ^x 
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Connecticut, 
New York, 
New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina^ 

South Carolina, 
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Mr. Johnson, No. 

Mr. S» M.Mitchell, No. 

Mr. Smith, No. 



«73 



Georgia, 



:^No. 



Mr. Benson, 



No 



■} 



No. 



Mr. Cadwallader, Ay. 



Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Scheurman, 

Mr. Irvine, 
Mr. Meredith, 
Mr. Bingham, 

Mr. Forrest, 

Mr. Grayson, 
Mr. Madison,' 

Mr. Blount, 
Mr. Hawkins, 

Mr. Bull, 
Mr. Pinckney, 
Mr. Kean, 
Mr. Huger, 
Mr. Parker, 

Mr. Few, 
Mr. Pierce, 




No. >No. 
Ay;|DmnKD. 



Ar. 



Ay-? 
Ay. 5 

Ay. >Av. 
Ay. 

Ay.j 



So the question was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Madison, seconded by Mr. King, 
Ordered, That this be under, the injunction of se- 
crecy for two months. 
Ordered, That the consideration of the report be 

postponed. 

TOft. I. ^^ 
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OCTOBER 13, 1787. 

On a report of the secretary at war, to whom was 
referred ao extract of a report of the secretary for 
foreign affairs pn the case of John Sullivan — 

Whereas a certain Johi) 8vi|iivan, styling himself 
'< late captain fourth regimeDt American light Dra- 
*' goons,'^ h^^ written an in^ls^mmatory and onwarranta- 
ble letter to tbe encarg^do dq pegocios of his catbo- 
lick majesty, bearing date the first day of March, 1787, 
tending to interrupt and injure' the peace and iiititual 
cpnfideat^e which so h^^ppily ^ub9ist between tb^ Uoih 
ed States and his said catfaofick majesty : Therefore, 

Resolved, That th^ secretary at war direct tb^ 
commanding officer of the troops of the United Stated 
on the Ohio, that, if the said John Sullivan come within 
the federal territory, he cag^e the said Johi^^tliHfafa 
to be seized ^qd confined, in order that he may be le- 
gally tried and punished Qocording to the nature and 
degree of bis crime. 

OCTOBER 26, 1787. 

Instructions ti> ike Commishhrierif f^ mgiOuUimg a 
Treaty vjith the 7Vi6es of Jkdiatis in th» Souihem 
department^ for the purpd^e &f e$tahli^kmg Ptace 
between the United States and the said TVifrt^. i 

GENTLEMEN, * • ' 

Several circumstances rendering it probable that 
hostililies may have commenced, or afe on the eve of 



conifiQendng^ between Ihe iHate'd' NortbCarolio^ £md 
the Ct^erpk^ nalion of Indians, and between the state 
of Georgia and the Creek nation of Indians, you are to 
us^. every endeavour to restore peace and In^rmony 
liettfeen the sajd states an4 t^e &aid ^tions, on terms 
of juMice and humanity* 

. Ti^ gre^at soqrce of cpntenMon between the said 
states and the Indian tribes being bound^iries, yoii will 
qi^refully inquire intp and ascertain the boundaries 
claim^ by the respective states. And. although Con- 
gress are of opiniQn that they might constitutionally 
fix the bounds between any state and an indepe^jdent 
tribe of Indians, yet unwilling to have a difference 
subsist between the general government and that of 
the individual states, they wish you so to conduct the 
matter, that the states may not conceive their legisla- 
tive rights in any manner infringed ; taking care at 
the same time that whatever bounds are agreed upon, 
fbey Rkay be described in such/ terms as shall not be 
liable to misconstruction and misrepresentation, but 
diay be made dear to the conceptions pf the Indians 
as well as whites. 

The . present treaty having for its principal object 
tbet restPreftioB of peace, no cession of land is to be 
demanded of the Indian tribes. 

You ^Ul use tbcodtntost care to ascertain who are 
the leading men laoliiong the several tribes — the real 
head men and warriours. These you will spare no 
pains to attach to the interest of the United States ; 
by removing as far as may be all causes of futures con* 
tention or quarrels ; by kind treatment, and assuran- 
ces of pr<>teq^()fD j by presents of a permanent nature; 
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and by tisipg every endeavour to conciliate tiie affec- 
tions of the white people inhabiting the froiitiers, to- 
wards them. 

You will encourage the Indians to give notice to the 
superintendent of Indian afiairs of any designs that 
may be formed by any neighbouring Indian tribe, or 
by any person whatever, against the peace of the 
United States* 

You will insist that all prisoners of whatever age, 
sex, or complexion, be delivered up; and that aH fugi«' 
tive slaves belonging to citizens of the United States 
be re|tored. 

Instruclioni to the Governour of tht Territory of the 
United States north-west of the RitS^r Ohio^ relative 
to an Indian Treaty in the Northern Departments 

SIR, 

You are carefully to examine into the real temper of 
the Indian tribes inhabiting the northern Indian depart- 
ment of the United States. If you find it hostile, and 
that the welfare of the frontiers and the settlements 
forming in that country demand a treaty, you will then 
in conjunction with the superintendent of Indian af-- 
fairs for the northern department, unless the attendance 
of the said superintendent shall be prevented by any 
unforeseen event, hold as general a< one as you can 
with all the tribes. ' • 

The primary objects of the treaty are the removing 
all causes of controversy, so that peace and har- 
mony may continue between the United States and the 
Indian tribes ; the regulating trade and^ettliog boun- 
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daries. For these purposes you will do every thing 
that is right and proper. 

The treaties which have been made may be examin- 
ed, but must not be departed from, unless a change of 
boundary beneficial to the United States can be ob- 
tained. 

Althou^ the purchase of the Indian right of soil is 
not a primary object of holding this treaty, yet you 
will not neglect any opportunity that may offer of ex- 
tinguishing the Indian rights to the westward as far as 
the river Mississippi. 

You may stipulate that the east and west line, or- 
dered to be run by the ordinance of the 20th May, 
1785, shall be the boundary between the Unjted States 
and the Indian tribes ; provided they stipulate that it 
shall run throughout unto the river Mississippi. And 
you may stipulate that any white persons going over 
the said boundary, without a license from the proper 
officer of the' United States, may be treated in such 
manner as the Indians shall think proper. 

You will use every possible endeavour to ascertain 
who are the real head men and the warriours of the 
several tribes, and who have the greatest influence 
among them. These men you will attach to the Unit- 
ed States by every means in your power. 

Every exertion must be made to defeat all confede- 
rations and combinations among the tribes, and to con- 
ciliate the white people inhabiting the frontier towards 
them. 

Resolved, That if under the authority given the 
22d day of the present month to the governour 6f the 



territory of the United St«ta» Qorth-we$|t o£ |he ^iver 
Ohio, he shall think it expedieqt ta hold si tre^^ wth 
the^ndkia fribea in the ooribeia ckpartfineatf he dnll 
afq>ly to.tho conuBSUKiiog officer of the troopt pf the 
Uftited SUt^a for such number of Okon as h^ may 
deem proper for guarding and protecting the jitores 
Md goods necesaary fcnr holding the said treaty; and 
the coBunanding officer of the troo|MS of the United 
States, shftll cause the said aumb^ of m^n tob^ piardi- 
od to snehi place, and Hit anch timQi $t shall he directed 
by the governour. 

JULY 2, 1788. 

On the report of. a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Dape, Air. Irvine, Mr. S« M. Mitchell, Mr. Carrington, 
apd Mr. BrowQ, to whom was referred the report of 
the secretary at war on a letter of the 14th of March, 
froflg^the governourof the western territory, Congress 
agreed to the Collowijig 

Addiiignfll InslrwUons^ ta the G^vernour of the. Terri- 
iory, af the United , Stqtes nQrth'west of the River 

. Ohio, fel^tive to t/^e Treaty to ie held with tht Wee-^ 
tern Indians^ in pursuance if the Reeolutions ^fCon^ 

r gres^ passed in October lasU 

SIR, 

An additional sum of twenty thousand dollars has 
been appropriated for the purposes of procuring a 
permanent peace with the Indian tribes with which 
you are authorized to hold a treaty. 



1788.] DOMESTICK AFFAIRS. 279 

This sum, and six thousand dollars out of the four- 
teen thousand heretofore appropriated for holding the 
said treaty, are particularly directed to be applied 
solely to the purpose of obtaining a boundary advanta- 
geous to the United States between them and the 
said Indian tribes ; and for further extinguishing by 
purchase Indian titles, in case it can be done on terms 
beneficial to the union. 

But it is not expected that any further purchase of 
lands will be made, uhless on terms evidently advan- 
tageous to the United States ; or that any part of the 
said additional sum will be expended, but in cases ap- 
parently necessary. 

In fixing a boundary between the United States and 
the Indian tribes, instead of the east and west line men- 
tioned in your instructions, you will endeavour to es- 
tablish an east and west line as far north as the com- 
pletion of the forty-first degree of north latitude. 

In your negotiations with the Indians you will make 
immediate payments, so far as you shall have moneys 
in hand. But in case you shall find it necessary to 
engage any considerable part of the said additional 
sum, you are to stipulate that the payments thereof be 
made in two or three equal annual instalments, the first 
to be as late in the year 1789 as can be obtained. 



[End of Domettick Joura^J.J 



/ 



HISTORT 



OF 



THE CONFEDERATION. 



VOL. r. 3^ 



HISTORY 

OP 

THE CONFEDERATION. 



JULY 21, 1775. 

AoRBEABLT to Order, the Congress resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole to take into considera- 
tion the state of America ; when Dr. B. Franklin 
submitted to their consideration the following sketch 
of articles of confederation. 

ARTICLES 

OP CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION, 
Proposed by the delegates of the several colonies of 
New Hampshire, &c. in General Congress met at 
Philadelphia, May 10, 1775. 

ARTICLE I. 

The name of this confederacy shall hencef6rth be 

THE UNITED COLONIES OF NORTH AMERICA. 
ARTICLE II. 

The said United Colonies hereby Severally enter^ 
into a firm league of friendship with each other, bind- 
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^Dg on themMlves aDd their posterity, :fer iheir com* 
mon defence against their enemies, for the securities 
x>f iheir liberties and properties, the safety of their 
persons and families, and their mutual and general 
"Wielfare* 



ARTICLE iiu 

That each colony shall enjoy and retain as much as 
it may think fit of its own present laws, customs, rights, 
privileges and peculiar jurisdictions within its own 
limits \ and may amend its own constitution as shall 
teem best to its own assembly or conventton* 

ARTICLE IV. 

That for the more convenient management of gene- 
ral interests, delegates shall be annually elected in 
•each colony, to meet in general Congress at such time 
and place as shall be agreed on in the next preceding 
Congress. Only where particular circumstances do 
fiot make a duration necessary, it is understood to be 
^ rule, that each succeeding Congress be held in a dif- 
ferent colony, till the whole number be gone through ; 
and so in perpetual rotation ; and that accordingly the 
next Congress after the preseiU shall be held at Anna- 
polis, b Maryland. 

ARTICLE y. 

That the power and duty of the Congress shall ex- 
pend to* the determining on war and peace ; the sending 
and receiving ambassadors, and entering into Cilliances 
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(the reconciliation with Great Britain ;) the settling all 
disputes and (y&rences between colony and colony, 
about limits or any other cease, if such should arise ; 
and the planting of new colonies when proper. The 
Congress shall also make such general ordinances as, 
though necessary to the general welfare, particular 
assemblies cannot be competent .to, viz. — Those that 
may relate to our general commerce, or general cur* 
rency ; the establishment of posts ; and the regulatio]} 
of bur common forces. The Congress shall also have 
the appointment of all general officers, civil and mili- 
tary, appertaining to the general confederacy, such as 
general treasurer, secretary, &c. 

ARTICLE VI. 

All charges 4>f wars, and all other general expenses 
to be incurred for the common welfare, shall be defray- 
ed ou( of a common treasury, which is to be supplied 
by each colony in proportion to its number, of male 
polls between sixteen and sixty years of age. The 
taxes for paying that proportion are to be laid and 
levied by the laws of each colony. 

ARTICLE VI r. 

The number of delegates to be elected and sent to 
Congress by each cqlony shall be regulated, from time 
to time, by the number of such polls returned ; so as 
4bat one delegate l^e allowed for every five thousand 
polls. And the delegates are to bring with them to 
every Congress an authenticated return of the number 
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of polls in the respective provinces, which is to hk 
taken triennially, for the purposes abovemeBtioned* 



ARTICLE VIII. 

At every meeting erf the Congress^ one: half of the 
members returned, exclusive of proxies, shall be net 
ce8sat*y to make a quorum ; and each delegate at the 
Ct>ngre88 shall have a vo(e in all cases, and if neces- 
sarily absent, shall be allowed to appoini any other 
delegate from the same colony to be his proxy, who 
may vote for him. 

ARTICLE IX. 

An executive council shall be appointed by the 
Congress out of their own body, consisting of twelve 
persons; of whom, in the first appointment, one third, 
viz. four shall be for one year, four for two years, 'alid 
four for three years ; and as the said terms expire, the 
vacancies shall be filled by appointments for three 
year^ ; whereby one third of the members will be 
changed annually. This council, of whom two thirds 
shall be a quorum' in the recess of Congress, is to exe- 
cute what shall have been enjoined thereby ; to manage 
the general continental business and interests ; to re- 
ceive applications frdm foreign countries ; to prepare 
matters for the consideration of the Congress; to fill 
up, pro tempore, continental offices that fall vacant ; 
and to draw on the general treasurer for such moneys 
as may be necessary for general services, and appro- 
priated by the Congress to such services. 
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ARTICLE X, 

No cdony shall engage in an offensive war with 
any nalion of Indians without the consent of the • 
Congress, or grand council abovementioned, who 
are first to consider the justice and necessity of such 
war. 

ARTICLE XI. 

A perpetual alliance, offensive and defensive, is to 
be entered into as soon as may be with the Six Na^ 
tions ; their limits to be ascertained and secured to 
,tbem ; their land not to be encroached on, nor any 
private or colony purchases made of them hereafter to 
be held good ; nor any contract for lands to be made^ 
but between the great council of the Indians at Onon- 
daga and (he general Congress. The boundaries and 
lands of all the other Indians shall also be ascertained 
and secured to them in the same manner, and persons 
appointed to reside among them in proper districts ; 
and shall take care to prevent injustice in the trade 
with them ; and be enabled at our general expense, 
by occasional small supplies, to relieve their personal 
wants and distresses. And all purchases from them 
shall be by the Congress, for the general advantage 
and benefit of the United Colonies. 



ARTICLE XII. 

As all new institutions may have imperfections, 
which only lime and experience can discover, it is 
agreed that the general Congress, from time to time. 
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shall propose such amendments of this constitution as 
may be found necessary ; which being approved by ,a 
majority of the colony assemblies, shall be equally 
binding with the rest of the articles of this confede- 
ration. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Any and every colony from Great Britain upon the 
continent of North America, not at present engaged in 
our associatfon, may, upon application and Joining 
the said association, be received into the confedera- 
tion, viz. Ireland, the West India islands, Quebeck, St. * 
John's, Nova Scotia, Bermudas, and the East and 
West Fioridas ; and shall thereupon be entitled tp all 
the advantages of our union, mutual assistance and 
commerce. 

These articles shall be proposed to the several pro- 
vincial conventions or assemblies, to be by them con- 
sidered ; and if approved, they are advised to empower 
their delegates to agree to and ratify the same in the 
ensuing Congress. After which the union thereby 
established is to continue firm, till the terms of recon- 
ciliation proposed in the petition of the last Congress 
to the king are agreed to; tilt the acts since made, re- 
straining the American commerce and fisheries are re- 
pealed ; till reparation is made for the injury done to 
Boston, by shutting up its port ; for the burning of 
Charleslown; and for the expense of this unjust war; 
and till all the British troops are withdrawn from Ameri- 
ca. On the arrival of these events, the colonies wiU 
return to their former connexion and friendship wit^ 
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Britaio: but on failure thereof, this confederation is 
to be perpetual* / 



JUNE 10, 1776. 

Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole to take into their farther con- 
sideration the resolutions to them referred ; and after 
some time spent thereon, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the committee 
have had under consideration the resolutions to them 
referred, and have come to a resolution, which he read. 

The Congress took into consideration the report 
from the committee of the whole : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the consideration of the first reso* 
lution be postponed to this day three weeks ; and in 
the mean while, that no time be lost, in case the Con- 
gress agree thereto, that a committee be appointed to 
prepare a declaration to the effect of the said first 
resolution, which is in these words : '< That these 
'* United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, firee 
^' and independent states \ that they are absolved from 
<< all allegiance to the British crown ; and that all po« 
^< litical connexion between them and the state of Great 
'< Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.'' 



JUNE 11, 1776. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
and digest the form of a confederation to be entered 
into between these colonies. 
VOL. 1. 37 
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JUNE 12, 1776. 

Resolved, That the committee, to prepare and digest 
the form of a confedemtion to be eB,tered into between 
these colonies, consist of a member from each colony. 

New Hampshire, * Mr. Bartlett. 

Massachusetts, Mr. S. Adams. 

Rhode Island, Mr. Hopkins* 

Connecticut, Mr. Sherman. 

New York, Mr. R. Livingston. 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Dickinson. 

Delaware, Mr. M'Kean. 

Maryland, Mr. Stone* 

Virginia, Mr. Nelson. 

North Caroh'na, Mr. Hewes. 

South Carolina, Mr. Rutledge. 

Georgia, Mr. Gwinnet. 

JULY 12, 1776* 

The committee appointed to prepare articles of 
confederation, brought in a draft (m the hani-wriling 
of J. Dkkmsonj) which was read, and is as follows : 

ARTICLES 
OF CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION, 

BITWSKV THE COLO NIBS OF 

New Hampshire, Coanectieiit, 

Masaaehtiaetta Biy, New York, 

Rhode Island, New Jersey, 
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Pennsjlvaniay Marylandy 

The counties of New Virginiai 

Castle, Kent, and North Carolina, 

Sussex, on Dela- South Carolina, and 

ware, Georgia. 



ARTICLE 1* 

The name of this confederacy shall be, t^e truiTiD 

STATES or AMERICA. 



ARTICLE II. 

The said colonies unite themselres so as never to 
be divided by any act whatever ; and hereby severally 
enter into a firm league of friendship with each other 
for their common defence, the security of their liber- 
ties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding the 
said colonies to assist one another against all force 
offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, 
on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any 
other pretence whatever. 



ARTICLE III. 

Each colony shall retain and enjoy as much of its 
present laws, rights and custooM, as it may think fit ; 
and reserves to itself the sole sind exdiisiye regulation 
and governmeol of its internal police, in all iRaltera 
that shall not interfere with the articles d* this confede- 
ration* 
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ARTICLE IV. 

No colony or colonies, without the consent of the 
United Slates assembled, shall send any embassy to, 
or receive any embassy from, or enter into any treaty, 
convention, or conference with the king or kingdom of 
Great Britain, or any foreign prince or state ; nor 
shall any colony or colonies, nor any servant or ser- 
vants of the United States, or of any colony or colo- 
nies, accept of any present, emolument, oflSce, or title 
of any kind whatever, from the king or kingdom of 
Great Britain, or any foreign prince or state ; nor 
shall the United States assembled, or any colony, grant 
any title of nobility. 

ARTICLE V. 

No two or more colonies shall enter into any treaty, 
confederation or alliance whatever between them, 
without the previous and free consent and allowance of 
the United States assembled, specifying accurately the 
purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and 
how long it shall continue. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The inhabitants of each colony shfill henceforth al- 
ways enjoy the same rights, liberties, privileges, immu- 
nities and advantages, in the other colonies, which the 
said inhabitants now have, in all cases whatever, ex- 
cept in those provided for by the next following ar- 
ticle. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

The inhabitants of each colony shall enjoy all the 
rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and advanta- 
ges, in trade, navigation and commerce in any other co- 
lony, and in going to and from the same, from and to 
any part of the world, which the natives of such colony 
enjoy. 

ARTICLE VIIU 

Each colony may assess or lay such imposts or du- 
ties as it thinks proper, on importations or exporta- 
tions ; provided such imposts or duties do not inter* 
fere with any stipulations in treaties hereafter entered 
into by the United States assembled, with the king or 
kingdom of Great Britain, or any foreign prince or 
state. 

ARTICLE IX. 

No standing army, or body of forces, shall be kept 
up by any colony or colonies, in times of peace, ex- 
cept i^uch a number only as may be requisite to garri- 
son the forts necessary for the defence of such colony 
or colonies. But every colony shall always keep up 
a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently 
armed and accoutred; and shall provide and con- 
stantly have ready for use in publick stores, a due 
number of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity 
of ammunition and camp equipage. 
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ARTICLE X. 

When Uroops are raised in any of the eoloiiiea /or 
the common defence, the commission officers proper 
for the troops raised in each colony, except the gene-^ 
ral officers, shall be appointed by the legiibtore of 
each colony respectirely, or in such manner as shall 
by them be directed. 

ARTICLE XI* 

All charges of wars, and all other expenses that 
shall be incurred for the common defence, or general 
welfare, and allowed by the United States assembled^ 
shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, wbi^ 
shall be supplied by the several colonies in proportioii 
to the nuqiber of inhabitants of every age, siex, anc} 
quaflity, except Indians not paying taxes, in each colo* 
ny, a true account of which, distinguishing the white 
inhabitants, shall be trienaially taken and transmitted 
to the assembly of the United States. Taxes for pay- 
ing that proportion shall be laid and levied by the 
authority and direction of the legislature of the sererat 
colonies within the time agreed upon by the United 
States assembled. 

ARTICLK XII. 

Every colony shall abide by the deiemmiMitioBs of 
the United Staites assembled, concevning the servieea 
perforpied and losses or evpenset incurred by erery 
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colony for the eoBiitioD defence, or getiettl wel&rof; 
and DO colony or colontes ihali, hi any case wbaterer, 
eadeavour by force to prociare redress of any injnry 
or ii|)as4iee seppoted to be done by the United States 
la such colony or cotonies, in not grai^ting ineh satis* 
factions, indemnifications, compensations, .retributions, ^ 
exemptions, or benefits, of any kind, as such colony or 
colonies may think just or reasonable. 



ARTICLE XIII. 

No colony or colonies shall engage in any war, 
without the previous consent of the United States as- 
sembled, unless such colony or colonies be actually 
invaded by enemies, or shall bare received certain ad- 
vice of a resolution being formed by some nations of 
Indians to invade such colony or colonies, and the 
danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay till 
the other colonies can be consulted. Nor shall any 
colony or cdonies grant commissions to any ships or 
vesaeb of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, ex- 
cept it be after a declaration of war by the United 
Slates assembled, and then only against the kingdom 
or slate, and the subjects thereof against which war' 
has been so declared ; and under such regulations as 
shall be established by the United States assembled. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Ko purchases of lauds, hereafter to be made of the 
Indians, by colonies or private persons, before the ^ 
limits of the colonies are ascertained, to be valid. 
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AH purcbatei of lands not ioduded within those limits^ 
wJiere ascertftined, to be made by conti^cts between 
the United States assembled, or by persons for that 
purpose authorized by them and the great councils of 
the Indians, for the general benefit of all the United 
Colonies. 



ARTICLE XV« 

When the boundaries of any colony shall be ascer- 
tained by agreement, or in the manner hereinafter di- 
rected, alKthe other colonies shall guaranty to sUch 
colony the full and peaceable possession of, and the 
free and entire jurisdiction in, and over the territory 
included within such boundaries. 



ARTICLE XVI. 

For the more convenient management of the general 
interests of the United States, delegates should be 
annually appointed in such mannner as the legislature 
of each colony shall direct, to meet at the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, in the colony of Pennsylvania, until other- 
wise ordered by the United States' assembled; which 
meeting shall be on the first Monday of November in 
every year, with a power reserved to those who Ap- 
pointed the said delegates, respectively, to recall them 
or any of them at any time within the year, and to 
send new delegates in their stead for the remainder of 
the year. Each colony shall support its own delegates 
' in a meeting of the states, and while they act as mem- 
bers of the couQcil of state, hereinafter mentioned. 
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ARTICLE XVII* 

In determining questions, each colony shall hare 
one vote. 



ARTICLE XVIIK 

The United States assembled shall have the sole and 
exclusive right and power — of determining on peace 
and war, except in the cases mentioned in the thir- 
teenth article : Of establishing rules for deciding in all 
cases what captures on land or water shall be legal : 
In what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces 
in the service of the United States shall be divided or 
appropriated : Granting letters of marque and repri- 
sal in times of peace : Appointing courts for the trial 
of all crimes, frauds and piracies committed on the 
high seas, or on any navigable river not within the 
body of a county or parish : Establishing the courts 
for receiving and determining finally appeals in all 
cases of captures: Sending and receiving ambassadors 
under any character: Entering into treaties and al- 
liances : Settling all disputes and differences now sub- 
sisting, or that hereafter may arise, between two or 
more colonies concerning boundaries, jurisdictions, or 
any other cause whatever : Coining money, and re- 
gulating the value thereof: Regulating the trade, and 
managing all affairs with the Indians : Limiting the 
bounds of those colonies which, by charter or procla- 
mation, or under any pretence, are said to extend to 
the sauth sea ; and ascertaining those bounds of any 
VOL. !• _ 38 . 



other colony that appear to be indeterminate : Assign- 
ing territories for new colonies,] either in lands to be 
thus separated from colonies and heretofore purchas- 
ed, or obtained by the crown of Gi^eat Bfitairi fr6ia 
the Indians, or hereafter to be purchased or obtainisd 
from them : Disposing of all such lands for the general 
benefit of all the United Colonies: Ascertaining boun- 
<]aries to such new colonies within which forms of 
government ar6 \6 be established oti the principles 
of liberty; Establishing and regulating postoffices 
thrbughbut all the United Colonies, on the lines of 
comniunication from ohe colony to anbther : Appoint- 
ing general officers of the land forces in the service of 
the United States : Cbmfnissibhing such other bfficers 
of the said forces as shall be appointed by viMue of 
the tenth article : Appointirtg all the officers of the 
naVal forces in the service of the United States : Mak- 
ing rules for the government and regu1atit)n of the said 
land and naval forces : Appointing a council of state, 
and such convmittees add Civil officers as ihay bie ne- 
<;essary for managing the general affatrs of the United 
States under their direction, while assembled, ^and 
in their recess of the council of State * Appointing 
one of their number to preside, and a suitable person fbr 
secretai-y : And adjourning to any time within the year. 
The United States assembled shall have authority, 
for the defence and welfare of the United Colonies and 
«vefy of them, to agree upon and fix the necessary 
sums and expenses; to emit bills, or to borrow money, 
on the credit of the United Colonies ; to raise naval 
foi^ces^ to agree upon the number of land forces to be 
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raised, and to OMtke requisitions from the fegislalure o£ 
each cotony, or the persons therein authorized by the 
legislature to execute such requisitions, for the quota^ 
of each colony, whieb is to be in proportion to the 
number of white inhabitants in that colony ; which 
requisitions shall be binding ^ and thereupon the le- 
gislature of each colony, or the persons au4horized as- 
aforesaid, shall appoint the regimental officers, raise 
the men, and arm and equip them in a soldierlike 
manner; and the officers and men so armed and equip- 
ped shall march to the place appointed, and within the 
lime agreed on by the United States assembled* 

But if the United States assembled shall, on const- 
deration of circumstances, judge proper that any cola- 
ay or colonies should not raise men, or should raise a 
smaller number than the quota or quotas of such colony 
or colonies, and that any other colony or colonies 
abould raise & greater number of men than the q^ota 
or quotas thereof, such extra numbers shall be raided, 
officered, armed, and equipped, in the same manner as 
the quota or quotas of such colony or colonies,, unlesa 
the legislature of such colony or colonies respectively,. 
shall judge that such extra numbers cannot be safely 
spared out of the same ; in which case they shall raise,., 
'officer, arm and equip as many of such extra numbers 
as they judge can be safely spared ; and the officers- 
and men so armed and equipped, shall march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the 
United States assembled. 

To establish the same weights and measures through^- 
eat the United Colonies^ 
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Bat the United States assembled shall never impose 
or levy any taxes or duties, except in managing the 
postoffice ; nor interfere in the internal poHce of any 
colony any further than such police may be affected 
by the articles of this confederation* 

The United States assembled shall never engage 
the United Colonies in a war; nor grant letters of 
marque and reprisal in time of peace ; nor enter into 
treaties or alliances; nor coin money; nor regulate 
the value thereof ; iM>r agree upon nor fix the sums 
and expenses necessary for the defence and welfare 
of the United Colonies, or any* of them ; nor emit 
bills ; nor borrow money on the credit of the United 
Colonies; nor raise naval forces ; nor agree upon the 
number of land forces to be raised — unless the dele- 
gates of nine colonies freely assent to the same : nor 
shall a question on any other point, except for adjourn* 
ing, be determined, unless the delegates of seven colo- 
nies vote in the affirmative* 

No person shall be capable of being a delegate for 
more than three years in any term of six years. 

No person holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or another for his benefit, re- 
ceives any salary, fees, or emoluments of any kind, 
shall be capable of being a delegate* 

The assembly of the United States to publish the 
journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts 
thereof relating to treaties, alliances, or military ope- 
rations, as in their judgment require secrecy. The 
yeas and nays of the delegates of each colony on any 
question to be entered on the journal, where it is de- 
sired by any delegate ; and the delegates of a colony^ 
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or any of them, at bis or their request, to be furoisbed 
with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts 
as are above excepted, to lay before the legislatures 
of the several colonies. 



ARTICLE XIX* 

The council of state shall consist of one delegate 
from each colony, to be named annually by the dele- 
gates of each colony; and where they cannot agree, 
by the United States assembled* 

This council shall have power to receive and open 
all letters directed to the United States, and to return 
proper answers; but not to make any engagements 
that shall be binding on the United States : To corres- 
pond with the legislature of every colony, and all per- 
sons acting under the authority of the United States, 
or of the said legislatures : To apply to such legisla- 
tures, or to the officers in the several colonies who are 
intrusted with the executive powers of government, 
for occasional aid, whenever and wherever necessary : 
To give council to the commanding officers, and to di- 
rect military operations by sea and land, not changing 
any obje.cts or expeditions determined on by the Unit- 
ed States assembled, unless an alteration of circum- 
stances, which shall come to the knowledge of the 
council after the recess of the states, shall make such 
change absolutely necessary : To attend to the defence 
and preservation of forts and strong posts, and to pre- 
vent the enemy from acquiring new holds: To procure 
intelligence of the condition and designs of the enemy: 
To expedite the execution of such measures as may be 
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resolved on by the United States assembled, io pvst* 
suaitce of the powers hereby given to them : To draw 
upon the treasurers for such sums at may be appro* 
priated by the United States assembled, and for the 
payment of such contracts as the said council may 
make in pursuance of the powers hereby given to them : 
To superintend, and control, or suspend, all officers 
civil and military, acting under the authority of the 
United States : In case of the death or removal of any 
officer within the appointment of the United States as- 
sembled, to employ a person to fulfil the duties of 
such office until the assembly of the states meet : To 
publish and disperse authentick accotints of military 
operations : To summon an assembly of the states at 
an earlier day than that appointed for their next meet« 
ing, if any great and unexpected emergency should 
render it necessary for the safety or welfare of the 
Untied Colonies, or any of them : To prepare matters 
for the consideration of the United States, and to lay 
before them at their next meeting all letters and ad* 
vices received by the council, with a report of their 
proceedings: To appoint a proper person for their 
clerk, who shall take an oath of secrecy and fidelity 
before he enters on the exercise of bis c^ce. Seven 
members shall have power to act. In case of the 
death of any member, the council shall immediately 
apply to his surviving colleagues to appoint some one 
of themselves to be a member thereof till the meeting 
of the states ; and if only one survives, they shall give 
immediate notice, that he may take his seat as a coun- 
sellor till such meeting. 
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ARTICLE XX* 



Canada acceding to this confederation, and entirely 
joining in the measures of the United Colonies, shall 
be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of 
this union* But no other colony ihall be admitted into 
(be samey unless such admission be agreed to by the 
ilelegates^^f nine colonies. 

These articles shall be proposed to the legislatures 
of all the United Colonies, to be by them considered ; 
and if approved by them, they are advised to autho- 
rize their delegates to ratify the same in the assembly 
of the United States ; which being done, the articles 
of this confederation shall inviolably be observed by 
every colbny 5 and the union is to be perpetual. Nor 
shall* any alteration be at any time hereafter made in 
these articles, or any of them, unless such alteration 
be agreed to in an assembly of the United States, 
and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of 
every colony. 

Resolved, That eighty copies, and no more, of the 
confederation, as brought in by the committee, be im- 
mediately printed and deposited with the Secretary, 
who shall deliver one copy to each member. 

That the printefr be under oath to deliver all the 
copies which he shall print, together with the copy 
sheet, to the Secretary ; and not to disclose, either 
directly or indirectly, the contents of the said confede- 
ration. 

That no member furnish any person with his copy, 
or take any steps by which the said confederation may 
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be reprinted ; and that the Secretary be under the like 
injunction. 

AUGUSt 20, 1776. 

On the 22d July the Congress resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole to consider the articles of 
confederation ; and proceeded to debate the same, 
in committee, on the 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 29th, 30th, 
and 31st of that month, and on the 1st, 2d, 6th, 7th, 
8th, and 20th of August, 1776. On the day lastmen- 
tioned, they reported a new draft, which was read and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the members, un- 
der the same injunctions and restrictions as the former 
draft. 

The draft of the articles of confederation reported 
by the committee of the whole is as follows : 

ARTICLES 

OF CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION, 

Between the 8T4.TEt or 
New Hampshire, Castle, Kent, and Sussex 

Massachusetts Bay, on Delaware, 

Rhode Island, Maryland, 

Connecticut, Virginia, 

New York, North Carolina, 

New Jersey, South Carolina, and 

Pennsylvania, Ceorgia. 
The counties of New 

ARTICLE I. 

The name of this confederacy shall be, the ukiteb 

STATES OF AMERICA. 
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ARTICLE II. 



The said states hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common 
defence, the security of their liberties, and their mu- 
tdttl and general welfare ; binding themselves to assist 
each other against all force offered to, or attacks made 
upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever* 



ARTICLE III. 



Each state reserves to itself the sole and exclusive 
regulations and government of its internalpolice in all 
matters that shall not interfere with the articles of this 
Gonfederation* 



ARTICLE IV* 

No state, without the consent of the United States 
in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or 
receive any embassy from, or enter into any confer- 
ence, agreement, alliance or treaty with, any king, 
prince or state, nor shall any person holding any ofSce 
of profit or trust under the United States, or any of 
them, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title 
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince or 
foreign state ; nor shall the United States assembled, or 
any of them, grant any title of nobility* 
VOL. i. 39 
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auticlb v. 

No two or more states shall enter into anjr Iresity, 
confederatioa, or alliance whatever between them, 
without tb^ consent of the United States ftOf Congress 
assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for 
which the same is to he entered into, dnd how tohg it 
sbdll conttnue* 



ARTICLE VI. 

No state shall lay any imports or duties which may 
interfere with atiy stipulations in treaties hereafter en- 
tered into by the United States assembled with any 
kki^i prllM^e) os state. 

ARTICLE VII. 

No vessels of war sh^ll be kept up in time of peace 
by any state, except such number only as shall be 
deemed necessary by the United States assembled, for 
the defence of such state, or its trade ; nor shall any 
body of forces be kept up by any state in time of 
peace, except such number only as in the judgment of 
the United States in Congress assembled shall *be 
deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for 
the defence of such state. But every state shall al- 
ways keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, 
sufficiently armed and accoutred ; and shall provide, 
and constantly have ready for use in publick stores. 
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a due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper 
quantity of ammunition and camp equipage. 



ARTICLE VIIK 

When l^iicl lorces are rai^ i>y^i>y Mate (^ \hf 
common defence, all officers of or under the rank of 
colonel shall be appointed by the legislatures of each 
state respectively, by whom such forces shall' be rais- 
ed, or in such manner as such state shall direet; and 
all vacancies ahall be filled up by the state which first 
made (he appointment. 

ARTICLE IX. 

All charges of war, and all oth^r exp^nse^ tbat shall 
b^ incprred for the common defence or general wel- 
fare, and allowed by the United States ^si^embled,. 
shall be defrayed out of a qommon treasury, whiqb 
ahall be supplied by the several states iq proportion to 
the number of inhabitants of every pge, sex, ao^ qua*- 
lityj except Ip4ians not paying ta^^es in each istate ; a 
true account of which, df^tiqgHishing tbe white inhabit 
tants, shall be triennially taken and transmitted to the 
assembly of the United States. The taxes for paying 
that proportion shall be laid and levied by the autho- 
rity find direction of the legislatures of the several 
states within Jbe time agreed upon by the United 
Stjates a&B^fnbled* 
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ARTICLE X* 

Every state shall abide bjr the determinations of the 
United States in Congress assembled on all questions 
which by this confederation are submitted to them. 

ARTICLE XI. 

No state shall engage in any war without the coo- 
sent of the United States in Congress assettibled, un- 
less such state be actually invaded by enemies, or 
shall have received certain advice of a resolution be- 
ing formed by some nation of Indians to invade such 
state, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit of 
delay till the other states can be consulted ; nor shall 
any state grant commissions to any ships or vessels of 
war, nor letters of marque, or reprisal, except it be 
after a declaration of war by the United States as- 
sembled ; and then only, against the kingdom or state 
and the subjects thereof against which war has been 
so declared, and under such regulations as shall be 
established l^ the United States assembled. 

ARTICLE XII. 

For the more convenient management of the gene- 
ral interests of the United States, the delegates shall 
be annually appointed in such manner as the legisla- 
ture of each slate shall direct, to meet at the city of 
Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania, until otherwise ordered 
by the United States in Congress^ assembled ; which 
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meeting shall be on the first Monday in November in 
every year; with a power reserved to^ach st^ate to 
recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within 
the year, and tp send others in their stead for the re- 
Hiaindeff of the year. Each state shall support its own 
delegates in a meeting of the states, and while they 
act as members of the council of state hereinafter 
mentioned. 



ARTICLE XIII. 

In determining questions each state shall have one 
vote. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The United States assembled shall have the sole and 
exclusive right and power of determining on peace 
and war, except in the cases mentioned in the eleventh 
article: Of establishing rules for deciding, in all cases, 
what captures on land or water shall be legal : In what 
manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the 
service of the United States shall be divided or appro- 
priated : Granting letters of marque and reprisal in 
times of peace : Appointing courts for the trial of pi- 
racies and felonies. committed on the high seas.: Esta- 
blishing courts for receiving and determining finally 
appeals in all cases of captures : Sending and receiv- 
ing ambassadors : Entering into treaties and alliances : 
Deciding all disputes and differences now subsisting, 
or that hereafter may arise, between two or more states, 
. concerning boundaries, jurisdictions, or any other 
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caute whatercr : Coiniiig money and regniaitiDg tbe 
ralue ther^: Fixtog the standard of weights and 
meaittres througiiout the Uiiited Stales : Reguktbg 
the trade and foanaging allalEurs with the IndtoiWi not 
Qiembers of any of the stales : Esta-bKahlng and re«« 
gulating poatoffices from one state to another, ^rougfa^ 
out s^ll thq United States ; and eflcactiag sucb postage 
on the papers passing through the same as may be re- 
quisite to defray the expenses of said office : Appoint- 
ing general officers of the land forces in the service of 
the United States : Commissioning such other officers 
of the said forces as shall be appointed by virtue of 
the eighth article : Appointing all the officers of the 
naval forces in the service of the United States : Mak- 
ing rules for the government and regulation of the said 
land and naval forces, and directing their operations. 
The United States in Congress assembled shall have 
authority to appoint a council of state, and such com- 
mittees and civil officers as may be necessary for 
managing the general affiiirs of the United States un- 
der th^ir direction, vrhile assembled, and their recess 
under that of the council of state : To appoint one of 
their number to preside ; and a suitable person for 
secretary ; and to adjourn to any time within the year, 
and to any place within the United Slates : To agree 
upon and fix the necessary sums and expenses : To 
borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the. Unit- 
ed States : To build and equip a navy : To agree upon 
the number of land forces ; and to make requisitions 
from each state for its quota in proportion to the num- 
ber of white inhabitants id such state ; which requisi- 
tions shdll be binding; and thereupon the legislature 



of ^aeh stftle sblill appoittt tlie regimental officer^ 
faise tbe men, and anb and equip them in a soldier^ 
Uke caanner ; «nd the o£Scers and men so armed and 
equipped shall msrcb to tbe place appointed, and 
vitliiQ tbe time agreed on^ by tbe United States as- 
fietnbled< 

But if tbe United Suted in Congress aseemUed 
abally on obntideration of circumstances, judge proper 
that any state or states should not raise men, or should 
raise h smaller number than the quota or quotas of such 
state or states, and that any other state or states should 
raise a greater number of men than the quota or quo- 
tas thereof, such eitra numbers shall be raised, officer- 
ed, armed and equipped, in tbe same manner^s the 
quota <»* quotas of such state or states, unless the le- 
gislature of such state or states respectively shall 
judge that such extra fiumbers cannot be safely spared 
out of the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, 
arm and equip tis nmny of such extra numbers as they 
j^Jidgecan be safely spared* And the officers and men, 
so armed and equipped, shall march to the place ap- 
pointed, and within the time agreed on by the United 
States assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall ne- 
ver engage in a war ; nor grant letters of marque and 
reprisal in time of peace ; nor enter into any treaties 
or alliances, except for peace ; nor coin money, nor 
regulate the valte thereof; nor agree upon nor fix the ^ 
sums and expenses necessary for the defence and wel- 
fere of the United States, or any of them ; nor emit 
bills; nor borrow money on the credit of the United 
States ; nor appropriate money ; nor agree upon the 
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• 
naaiber of Teasels of war to be built or purchased^ or 

the number of land or sea forces to be raised ; bor 
appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy — 
unless nine states assent to the same : nor shall a qoe^ 
tion on any other point, except for adjourning fron 
day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a 
majority of the Unitedt States. 

No person shall be capable of being a delegate for 
more than three years in any term of six years. 

No person holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or another for his benefit, re- 
ceives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind, 
shall be capable of being a delegate. 

The assembly of the United States to publish the 
journal of their proceedings mcHUbly, except such 
parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances, or military 
operations, as in their judgment require secrecy ; the 
yeas and nays of the delegates of each state on any 
question to be entered on the journal when it is desir- 
ed by any delegate; and the delegates of a state, or 
any of them, at his or their request, to be furnished 
with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts 
as are above excepted, to lay before the legislatures 
of the several states. 



ARTICLE XV. 

The council of state shall consis^of one delegate 
from each state, to be named annually by the dele- 
gates of each state, and where they cannot agree, by 
the United States assembled. 
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This council shall have power to receive and open 
all letters directed to the United States, and to return 
proper answers ; but not to make any engagements 
that shall be binding on the United States ; to corres- 
pond with the legislature of everj state, and all per- 
sons acting under the authority of the United States, 
or of the said legislatures ; to apply to such legisla- 
tures, or to the officers in the several states, who are 
intrusted, with the executive powers of government, 
fof occasional aid whenever and wherever necessary ; 
to give council to the commanding officers, and to di- 
rect military operations by sea and land, not changing 
any objects or expeditions determined on by the Unit* 
ed States assembled, unless an alteration of circum- 
stances which shall come to the knowledge of the 
council after the recess of the states shall make such 
change absolutely necessary ; to attend to the defence 
and preservation of forts and strong posts ; to procure 
intelligence of the condition and designs of the ene- 
my ; to expedite the execution of such measures as may 
be resolved on by the United States assembled, in pur- 
suance of the powers hereby given to them ; to draw 
upon the treasurers for such sums as may be appro- 
priated by the United States assembled, and for the 
payment of such contracts as the said council may 
make in pursuance of the powers hereby given, to 
them ; to superintend and control or suspend all offif 
cers, civil and military, acting under the authority of 
the United States* In case of the death or removal 
of any officer within the appointment of the United 
States assembled, to employ a person to fulfil the du- 
ties of such office, until the assembly of the states 
VOL. I. 40 
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meet ; to puUi^ end disperse authentiek ei^eounts of 
military operetbns; to summon en assembly of the 
states at an earlier day than that appointed for their 
next meeting, if any great and unexpected emergency 
should render it necessary for the safety or welfare of 
the United States or any of them ; to prepare matters 
for the consideratioq of the United States, and to lay 
before them at their next meeting all letters and advi'^ 
ces received by the council, with a report of their pro« 
ceedings ; to appoint a proper person for their clerk, 
who shall take an oath of secrecy and fidelity before 
%e entqrs on the exercise of his office* Seven mem-* 
bers shall have power to act* In case of the death of 
eny member, the council shall immediately apply to 
his surviving colleagues to appoint some oue of them*- 
Selves to be a member thereof, till the meeting of the 
states ; and if only one survives, they shall give im^ 
mediate notice, that be may take his seat as a counsel- 
lor till such meeting. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Canada acceding to this confederation, and entirely 
joining in the measures of the United States, shall be 
admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this 
union. But no other colony shall be admitted Jnto the 
same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine 
states. 

These articles shall be proposed to the legislatures 
of all the United States, to be by them considered ; 
and if approved by them, they are advised to autho- 
rise their delegates to ratify the same in the assembly 
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or the United States ; which being done, the articles 
of this confederation shall inviolably be observed by 
every state; and the union is to be perpetual. Nor 
shall any alteration, at any time hereafter, be made in 
these articles, or any of them, unless such alteration 
be agreed to in an assembly of the United States, and 
be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every 
stale. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 1777. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee of the 
whole house on the articles of confederation, be taken 
into consideration on Monday next; and that two days 
in each week be employed on that subject until it shall 
be wholly discussed in Congress. 

MONDAY, APRIL 21, 1777. 

According to the order of the day. Congress pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the articles of confede- 
ration, as reported from the committee of the whole 
house ; and after debate thereon. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed to Friday next, 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 1777. 

According to the order of the day^ Congress resunip 
ed the consideration of the articled of confederation as^ 
reported by a committee of the whole y and after de- 
bate. 
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Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed to Monday next. 

MONDAY, MAY 5, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles 
of confederation, as reported by thfs cbmmittee of the 
whole ; and after debate thereon, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

MONDAY, JUNE 23, 1777. 

According to the order of the day. Congress took 
into consideration the articles of confederation ; and 
after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 1777. 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking 
itito consideration the articles of confederation. 

THUlfSDAY, JUNE 26, 1777. 

According to the order of the day. Congress took 
into consideration the articles of confederation ; and 
after debate thereon. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof 
be postponed. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1777. 

Resolved, That the articles of confederation be 
iaken into consideration to-morrow morning, at eleven 
o'clock. 



MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Ordered, That to-morrow mcurning, at eleven o'clock, 
Congress take into consideration that part of the artU 
cle of confederation which relates to the mode of vbt- 
ing in Congress. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles 
of confederation relative to the mode of voting in Con- 
gress : Whereupon, it was moved. 

That in determining questions, Rhode Island, Dela- 
ware, and Georgia, shall have one vote, and every 
other stale shall have oqe vote for every fifty thousand 
white inhabitants therein, taken and transmitted ac- 
cording to the directions of the ninth article ; and 
when the white inhabitants of Rhode Island, Delaware 
and Georgia shall exceed fifty thousand, the number 
of votes to be given by such state shall be increased 
in the proportion of one vote for every fifty thousand 
such inhabitants, that an equality in this national as- 
sembly may be preserved as nearly as possible ; and 
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that those who are bound by measures, and are to pay 
taxes demanded by an assembly, the members of 
which are elected, not by all the people, but by these 
of a particular district, may have the same proportion- 
able number of votes as they would have if they were 
personally present. If in process of time the people 
shall so multiply as that the Congress, consisting of one 
delegate /or every fifty thousand white inhabitants, 
would be too numerous, the proportions shall be again 
adjusted, wherein the same rule of equality in the re- 
presentation shall be observed. 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 

MassachusettsBay, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 



Rhode Islapd, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 



Mr. Marchant, 

Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 

Mr. Witheirspoon, 

Mr. Roberdeau, 

Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Smith, 




No. >-No. 
Ay. ^At. 



No. 
No. 

No. 



■i 



No. 



itrf.j 
Virginiai 

North Carolinai 
South Carolina, 

Georgia^ 



Mr. Hanrraon, Ay/ 

Mr. F. L. Lee, Ay. 

Mr. Jones, Ay. 

Mr. R. H. Lee, Ay.^ 



m 



>At« 



Mr. Penn, Ay 

Mr. Harnett, No 

Mr. Middleton, No. 

Mr. Heyward, No, 

Mr. Laurens, No 

Mr. Walton, No. 

Mr. Browoson, No. 






Divided. 



No. 



No. 



So it passed in the negative. 

It was then moved, 

That each state shall hare a right to send one dele« 
gate to Congress for every thirty thousand of its in- 
habitants ; and in determining questions in Congress, 
each delegate shall have one vote« 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 

MassachusettsBay, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 
New Jersey, 



Mr. Gerry, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 



Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 




No. 
Mr. Witherspoon, No. ^No. 
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PennsylvaDia) 
Marjritnd, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina^ 
South Carolina^ 

Georgia, 
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Mr. Roberdeau, 

Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Harrison, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. P. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. Middleton, 
Mr. Hey ward, 
Mr. Laurens, 

Mr. Wal4on, 
Mr. Brownson, 



[Oct 7, 




Divided. 



Ay.) 
No.> 
No.^ 



No. 



No. 
No, 



:\ 



No. 



So it passed in the negative. 

It was then moved. 

That the quantum of representation of each state 
shall be computed by numbers proportioned according 
to Its contribution of money or tax levied, agreeable 
to this confederation, and paid into the publick trea- 
sury towards the annual expenses necessary for the 
support of the union. 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 

MassachusettsBay, Mr. S. Adams, 

Mr. J. Adams, Ay. 
Mr. Gerry, No, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ^ 



:} 



ConnecticAtj 

New YorB, 

New Jet8*y, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Georgia, 



Mr. VjHh, 
Mr. M#,- 
Mi. Williifnii, 



m 



No. 



Mr. Dtisiti^, 
Mr. Bxiir, 



No. 

No. 



Mr, Withtt-sp66n, No. )-No. 



Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Roberdeau, 

Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Carr<>H,- 
Mr/ StAlihi 

Mr. Harrisooy 

Mr. F. hi Le6, 
Mr. R. H. L«e, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. Middfeton, 
Mr. Hey ward, 

A^r. Laurens', 

Mr. Walhbrf, 
Mr. Brownson, 



S::!"- 



No. 



No.; 

No. 
No.) 

Ay. p'- 

No.) 
No, 5 



No. 



Ay. 

No, 
No, 



o. > No. 

0.J 



No. 
No, 



:\ 



No. 



So ii pasbed in the negative. 

The question put on the article as reported — 



New Hampsbife, Mr* Fdlaom, 

Massachusetts, 



Ay. >^Ar. 



Rhode Island, 
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Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr^ Gerry, 

Mr. Marchant, 
41 



Ay. 

No- 
Ay 



:i 



At. 



Ay. J>-Ar. 
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Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
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Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 



[Ootlf 



Ayv^ ^ 
Ay. > At. 



Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 



Mr. Witherspoon, Ay. ^Ar. 



Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Roberdeau, 



Mr. Chase, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Harrison, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 



Ay.) 

Ay.> At. 
Ay.S 



No.^ 
No. 
No. 
No.. 



^No. 



North Carolina, Mr. Penn, 

Mr. Harnett, 

South Carolina, Mr. Middleton, 
Mr. Heyward, 
Mr. Laurens, 



Georgia, 



Mr. Walton, 
Mr. Brownson, 



.VAt. 



No. 

Ay 

Ay 



So it was 

Resolred, That in determining questions eacU state 
shall have one vote. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1777. 

vouR o'clock, p. m. . 

Resolved, That to-morrow Congress take into con- 
sideration that part of the articles of confederation 
that relates to taxation. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER, 9, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. It. 

The article relating to taxation in the confederation 
reported by the committee of the whole Congress was 
read a's follows : 

^' All charges of war, and all other expenses that 
'' shall be incurred for the common defence or general 
'' welfare, and allowed by the United States assembled, 
^^ shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which 
^' shall \^ supplied by the several states in proportion 
'' to the number of inhabitants of every age, sex and 
^* quality, except Indians not paying taxes, in each 
^' state ; a true account of which, distinguishing the 
<' white inhabitants, shall be triennially taken and 
'^ transmitted to the assembly of the United States. 
^'The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid 
'^ and levied by the authority and direction of the le- 
^'gislatures of the several states within the time agreed 
'< upon by the United States assembled.'' 

After debate thereon, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof 
be postponed till to-morrow. 



^ ^WJpptLY 9F 7HC . [0<ii 18| 



FI^IDAY, QCTQBEft 10, 1777. 

FOUR O^CLOCK, P. M. 

Cpngrpsi rp^uipcd i)^ cpn^id^r^tion pf (h^ articles 
Qf confederation und^r de^i^ate yef ^erds^y i ^n^ ^ftec 
tome time, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof 
be postponed till to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of H^^ article of 
con^deration laf t under debate ; an^ after spp^e time 
speqt tl^er^on, 

liesplved. That the farther ppnsid^ralioi^ tl;iereof be 
postponed to Monday next. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1777. 

POUR o'clock, p. m. 

Congress resumed ^Ijie consid^ratipo of th^ article 
of confederation under del^at? :, Whereupon, it wa^ 
moved. 

That the proportion of the publick wpens? inpur- 
r^d by the United States for their compa^on deif^oce 
and general welfare, to be paid by each, state ipt^ the 
treasury, be ascertained by the value of all property, 
except Ijpusehold goods and wearing apparel, wit^'n 
each state, to be ascertained agreeable to tbedirec^ 
tions of Congress. 



Questipn^pm, passed ia the negative. 

Another amendment was moved ; and after debate^ 
the determination thereof, at (he request of a state^ 
was poftponed till to-mprrew. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1777. . 

Congress resumed t()e c^i^sjderation of the amend- 
ment moved yesterday, viz. "That the proportion of 
'' the publick expense incurred by the United States 
" for their pommon defence and general welfare, to be 
^^ paid by each state into the treasury, be ascertained 
^^ by the value of all land within each state granted to, 
" or surveyed for any persiOUi ^^ such land, the build- 
'^^ ings and improvements thereon, shall be estimated 
" according to such mode as Congress shall from time 
" to time direct and appoint." 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsora, No. ^No. 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams,, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr« Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ^No. 

Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, No.^ 

Mr. Law, No. >No. 

Mr. William^, No.J 

New York, Mr* Duane, No.> r^ 

Mr.Duer, Ay.f '^'^'^^^r 

New Jersey, Mr. Witherspoon, Ay. 7 . 

Mr. Elmer, Ay. \ ^^' 




Pennsjrlyania, 



Maryland, 



Virginiay 



North Carolina, 



Soutif Carolina, 
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Mr* Morris, 
Mr. Roberdeaq, 

Mr, Chase, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 

Mr. Pehn, 
Mr. Burke, * 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. MiddletoD, 
Mr. Heyward, 
Mr. Laurens, 



[Oetl4, 
^J;!^ Divided. 




So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress took into consideration that part of the 
articles of confederation relative to the manner of 
constituting the Congress of the United States. 

On the question put, 

Resolved, That no person shall be capable of being 
a delegate for more than three years in any term of 
six years. 
' It was then moved. 

That no state shall be represented in Congress by 
less than two, nor by more than seven members. 



New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 
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Wt 



Massachusetts Bay,Mr* S* Adams, 
Mr* J. Adams, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 



Mr. Gerry, 
Mr* Lovell^ 



Mr* Marchant, No* ^No. 




Mr. Dyer, 
Mr* Law, 
Mr* Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr* Duer, 



Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay. 



Ay. 



Ay*> 
Ay. 5 



Ar. 



Mr* Witberspoon, No. ) ^ 
Mr. Elmer, No. J ^^• 



Mr* Morris, 
Mr* Roberdeau, 

Mr* Chase, 

•Mr. Carroll, 

Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. P. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H* Lee, 

Mr* Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr* Harnett, 

Mr* Middleton, 
Mr* Heyward, 
Mr* Laurens, 



Ay. I 
Ay. 5 



At. 




So it was resolved in the affirmatire. 



HiiMii^ or na> {ob& u^ 



WfiDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1777. 

Congress took into consideration the article of con* 
federation relative to the powei's of Congress ; and 
after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther coiMideration thereof be. 
postponed to the aftertioon. 

rO^R O^CLOCK, F. M* 

Congre8$ rMumed the coAeidctifetion of the arlitfe 
of confedeMfion under debate thh^ inoming : Whereon, 
it was moved, 

That in order to render the p^sent union and con- 
federacy firm and perpetual, it is essential that the 
limits of edcii' respective terrttori&IJurisdiction should 
be 'ascertained by the articles of confederation ; and 
therefore it is recommended to the legislatures of eve- 
ry state to^ lay before Congress a description of the 
territorial ktnda of ea^k of th^ir respective states, and 
a summary of the grants, treaties, and proofs, upon 
which they are claimed, or establishcfd. 

New Hampshire, Mf. Pbfsom, No. ^No* 

Massachusetts Bay,]Mrr. S*. Adams, lVb.\ 

Mr; J. Adorns, No. I t^j 

Mr; Gerry, No. p^- 

Mr. Loveli, No.J 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ^No. 

Connecticut, Mrl Dyer, No. i 

Mr. Law, No. > No. 

Mr. Williams, Ay. 3 



19774, 



i^(^p«09mAwm. 



as9 



Nfew Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina^ 
South Cardliaa,. 



Mfar. Doane, 
Mr. Duer,. 

Mr. Witherspoon, 
Miv ^Im^f, 

Mr. Morris^ 

Mjp« Chsbse, 
Mr. Carroll) 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett,. 

Mr. Miiddleton, 
Mr. Heyv^rd^ 
Mr. Laurens, 



%i'- 



No. 
No. 



:l 



No. 



Ay. yAY. 



Af. 

Ay. \ At. 
No. 



No, 
No 

No 
No, 
No 



;|no. 
!(no. 



No.; 

Na.>No. 
No. 



So it passed in the negative. 

It If as then moved, 
" That the United States in Congress assembled shall 
have the sole and exclusive right and power to ascer- 
tain and fix the western boundary of such states as 
claim to the South Sea ; and to dispose of all land 
beyond the boundary so ascertained for the benefit of 
the United' States. 

Question put. 

Passed in the negative. 

It was then moved, 

That the United States in Congress assembled shall 
have the sole Btd exclusive right and power to ascer- 
tain and fix the western boundary of such states as claim 
VOL. r. 42 
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to the Mississippi, or Soath Sea, and lay out the laiid 
beyond the boundary so ascertained into separate and 
independent states, from time to time, as the numbers 
and circumstances of the people thereof may require* 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ySct. 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South CaroUna, 



Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lorell, 



Mr. Marchant, No. ^No. 




Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 



No.) 

No.>No. 

No.> 



!!;:S»';r'°°°'2;:|""™'- 



Mr. Morris, 

Mr. Chase, 

Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Air. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. Middleton, 
Mr. Heyward, 
Mr. Laurens, 



No. >^No. 

Ay.) 

Ay. > At. 
Ay.^ 

No.j 
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So it passed in the negative. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, HTT. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles- 
of confederation as reported by the committee of the 
whole* In debating the sixth article it was moved, 

That instead of '^ No state shall lay any imposts or 
" duties which may interfere with any stipulations in 
'' treaties hereafter entered into by the United States 
*^ assembled with any king, prince or state,?' it should 
run thus — ^^ No state shall lay any imposts or duties^ 
*' upon goods, wares oc merchandise imported or ez- 
*^ ported by any foreign nation with whom the United 
^' States assembled shall enter into any commercial 
^^ treaty^ other than what shall be laid upon the in- 
^^ babitants^ of such st^te ; provided thai any state may 
/^totally prohibit the ezportatioa or importation of 
'' any particular species of goods,, wares or merchan- 
^^ dise ; and provided also> that if any foreign nation 
^ shall not allow the same privileges,, exemptions or 
'' advantages to the people and vessels of any state 
'^ trading in their ports, as ta their own people and 
^^ vessels, the said state may; disallow the Ilka privi^ 
^^ leges, exemptions and advantages to those foreigo- 
*^ ers/' After some debate thereon, the consideration 
thereof was postponed tathe afternoon.. 

90Ua Q^GLOCK, P. M. 

Congress resumed' the consideration of the amend- 
ment moved this morning; and the question being piit,^ 
the states were equally divided.. 



^3t nmmLit or t^e [Odi », 



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles 
of confederation. 

A motion was ma^ lo strike but the word **!jeTeaf- 
" ter,*^ and to add to the paragraph under debate oh 
Tuesday these words, " in pursuance of any treaties 
" already proposed ty Congress to the courts of 
** France or Spain :'* 

And on the question put, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On the paragraph restraining the several slates from 
granting commissions to vessels of war, or letters of 
marque and reprisal, it was moved to add ^^ unless such 
" state be infested by pirates ; in which case vessels 
" of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept 
<' so long as the danger shall continue, or untH the 
<' United States in Congress assembled shall deterinine 
•' otherwise.'' 

On the question put, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On the article respecting the powers of Congress, a 
motion was made to add to the first paragraphr " pro- 
" vided that no member of Congress shall be appointed 
'* a judge of any of the said courts." 

Question put. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Another amendment was moved after the word ** cn- 
^Heringinto treaties and alliaades,^' te kisert '^{Iro- 
*< vided that b0 treaty of connnecce shall be teade 
<( whereby the legislative power of the respi^Hv^ 
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<^ states shall be restrained from imposing sach im- 
'' posts aod duties on foreigners} as their own people 
^' are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation 
^' or importation of any species of goods or commodi- 
** ties whatsoever." 

After debate, the farther consideration thereof was 
postponed to the afternoon. 



FOUR o'clock, p. K.. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the para- 
graph in the confederation under debate this morn- 
ing; which being divided, and the question being 
put on (he first part as far as the disjunctive ^' or"-^ 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams, Aj.l 

Mr. J. Adamsy Ay. v At* 
Mr.'Lovell, Ay. J 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, No. ^No. 

Connecticut^ Mr. Dyer, No. ^ 

Mr. Law, No. > No. 

Mr. Williams, ) 

New York, Mr. Duane, Ay. ) . 



New Jersey, 



Mr. Duer, Ay. 

Mr. Witherspoon, No. ) Tk 

Mr. Elmer,* Ay. } ^^^'^=^- 

Pennsyly^nia, Mr. Monris, Ay, ^ ^^ 

Mr. Roberdeau, Ay. 3 

Maryland, Mr. Smith, Ay. ^Ay. 
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[OttSii, 



Virginiai 

North Carolina^ 
South Carolina, 



Mr. Jones, Ay. 

Mr. R. H. Lee, Ay. 

Mr. F. L. Lee, Ay. 

Mr. Harvie, Ay. 



>At, 



Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 



IJ:}^- 



Mr. Heyward, Ay. > nttr.«»». 
Mr. Laurens, No.J '^'^"^"• 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on the second part, and 
resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the ac^ 
tide be postponed till to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the article 
of confederation respecting the powers of Congress \ 
and after some time the farther consideration thereof 
was postponed. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the article of 
confederation relative to the powers of Congress ; and 
after some time spent thereon^ adjourned to ten o^clock 
to-morrow. 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the article 
of confederation respecting the powers of Congress^: 
Whereupon, 



JWTfJ COlWIEDKRATION. ^3& 

It was moved to strike out ^^ coining inoney/and re- 
** gulating the value thereof,^' and insert, ^^ regulating 
^^ the alloy and value of coin struck by their own au- 
" thority, or by that of the respective states." 

And the question being put, 

Resolved in the affirmative* 

Resolved, That the farther consideration o! the 
articles of confederation be postponed to Monday next. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the article of 
^confederation respecting the powers of Congress : 
Whereupon, 

It was moved, to strike out these words, <^ deciding 
*^ all disputes and differences now subsisting, or that 
^'hereafter may arise between two or more states 
^concerning boundaries, jurisdictions, or any other 
^< cause whatever*," and instead thereof, to insert 
^^ The United States in Congress assembled shall also 
** be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and dif- 
^ ferences now subsisting, or that may hereafter arise, 
*^ between two or more states, concerning boundaries, 
^jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever; which 
**' authority shall always be exercised in the ipanner fol- 
" lowing : Whenever the legislature or executive au- 
*^ thority, or lawful agent of any state in controversy 
" with another, shall present a petition to Congress, 
^< stating the matter in question, and praying for a 
^hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of 
*' Congress to the legislative or executive authority of 
*< the other state in controversy ; and a day assigned for 
" the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, 



W HIBXOIIV OTTOfi [Olctn, 

*^ wbo AtU tbei) be directed to appocst Ij^ pmk eontent 
^ comfflisfioners or judges to conititate a court fot 
'^ heermg and detennifiiiig the aaaer in qnevtioo ^ but 
^^ if they eaonot agree^ CoDgreas shall name three per- 
** sons out of each of the United States, and from the list 
«« of such persons, esch party shall altetnately strike 
<' out one, the pettttonets beginDing,. until the number 
^^ shall be reduced to thirteen ^ and £ro»thal aiodier not 
^* less than seven, nor more than nine names, as Con- 
" gress shall direct, shall in the presence ef Congress 
" be drawn out by lot \ and the persons whose names 
** shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be com- 
*' missioners or judges to hear and finally determine the 
'' controversy ; so always as a major part of the judges 
'^ who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the determi- 
" nation. And if either party shall neglect to attend at 
*' the day appointed, without showing reasons which 
'^ Congress shall judge sufficient, or, being present, 
" shall refuse to strike, the Secretary of Congress 
'^ shall do it in behalf of such party ; and the judgment 
'^ and sentence of the court to be appointed in the man- 
" ner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive* 
" And if any of the parlies shall refuse to submit to 
'< the authority of such codrt,. or to appear, or defend 
^' their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless 
'^ proceed to pronounce sentence or judgment, which 
'* shall in like manner be final and decisive ; the judg- 
"ment or sentence and other proceedings being, in 
*' either case, transmitted to Congress, and lodged 
'^ among the acts of Congress for the security of the 
'^ parties concerned : Provided, that every commission- 
^' er, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath, to 
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^* be administered by one of the judges of Ihe suprenoe 
" or superiour court of the state where the cause shall 
"be tried, well and truly to hear and determine the 
^^ matter in question according to the best of his judg- 
ement, without favour, affection, or hope of reward; 
" provided also, that no state shall be deprived of ter- 
" ritory for the benefit of the United States. 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. )"No. 



Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

VOL. I. 



Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 



Ay. 



Mr. Marchant, Ay. ^Ar. 



Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 



No. 



A,.| 



Ay 



Ay. 



Mr. Roberdeau, Ay. ^Ay. 



Mr. Jones, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. Hey ward, 
Mr. Laurens, 

43 




Ay.) 
Ay. 5 



Ay. 



^y- 1 Divide©. 
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So it was resolved io the affirmative* 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the article in 
confederation last under debate. 

'A motion was made to strike out the words ^'not 
" members of any of the states ;'' and instead thereof 
to insert '^ not residing within the Habits of any of the 
•* United States." 

Another motion was made to amend the clause, so 
as to read thus: '^managing all affairs relative to war 
'^ and peace with all Indians not members of any par- 
^' ticular state ; and regulating the trade with such 
<^ nations and tribes as are not resident within such 
'^ limits wherein a particular state claims and actually 
'* exercises jurisdiction." After debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to-morrow. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the artictes of 
confederation; and after debating on the amendments 
moved yesterday, adjourned to four o'clock. 

^ FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles 
of confederation ; and instead of the two amendments 
proposed, it was moved to add to the clause, these 
words : *^ Provided, that the legislative right of any 
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** 8(»te within it9 owp limits bo ik>1 inrriDged or vio- 
"lated." 

And the question being put, 

Resolved in the affirmative, ^ 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, n77. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of 
confederation, when the following amendments were 
moved and agreed to : 

Instead of " general officers," to read " all officers.'' 
After ^' United States,'' to add, ^' excepting regimen- 
'Mal officers, and commissioning all officers what- 
" ever." 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of 
confederation ; and after some time spent thereon, ad- 
journed to ten o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1777. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of 
confederation, when the following amendments were 
moved and agreed to, viz. Strike out ^' council of 
<^ state," &c. and read, <^ The United States in ^on^ 
*< gress assembled shall have authoritj to appoint a 
'^ committee to sit in the recess of Congress, to be de- 
^ nominated a commMee of the «/a/«5, and to consist 
^^ of one delegate from each state, and to appoint sucl^ 
" other committees," &c. 
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In the next clause, strike out, }^ and a suitable f^n^ 
" son for secretary," and read, " to appoint one of 
" their number to preside." To change the words 
" agree on and fix," for the word " ascertain ;" and 
to andend the clause to read thus — ^' To ascertain the 
^' necessary sums of money to be raised for the ser- 
" vice of the United Slates, and to appropriate and 
" apply the same for defraying the publick expenses." 

On the clause for adjournment to add, '^ so that no 
^^ period of adjournment be for a longer duration than 
" the space of six months." 

In the clause for borrowing or emitting money, to 
add, '' transmitting every half year to the respective 
'* states an account of the sums of money so borrowed 
** or emitted." 

To amend the clause for calling upon the states for 
their quota of troops, so that each state may "clothe'^ 
as well as arm, &c. its quota of troops* 

It was then moved after the words " unless nine 
^^ states shall assent to the same," to insert ^^ Provided, 
^^ that the nine states so assenting shall comprehend a 
^'majority of the people of the United States, exclud- 
^^ ing negroes and Indians ; for which purpose a true 
*' aqcount of the number of free people in each state 
^' shall be triennially taken and transmitted to the as- 
" sembly of the United Stales," 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, No. ^No. 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
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Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jcr,sej, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 



Mr. Marchant, No. y 



Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr* Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 



Mr.. Witherspoon, No. ) ^^^ 




Mr. Elmer, 

Mr. Roberdeau,' 

Mr« Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 

Mr. Heyward, 
Mr. Laurens, 



No. > 
Ay. >x 

Ay.^ 



Ay.J 



No. 
No, 



No, 
No, 



So it passed in the negative. 

It was then moved and agreed to amend the clause, 
^^ No person holding any oQice under the United States 
'' for which he or another for his benefit receives any 
'* salary, fees or emolument of any kind, shall be capa- 
^* ble of being a delegate,'' and read ^^ no person being 
'' a delegate shall be capable of holding any office 
^' under the United States for which he or any other 
'^ for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument 
*' of any kind." 
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On the claufe for entering the yeat and nays, it 
was moved, after the words '^ on any question," to in- 
sert, ^^ except on a previous question ;" and instead of 
*^ when it is desired by any delegate,'' to read, when 
** it is desired by any state.'' 

And a question being severally put,. 

Passed in the negative. 

The question was then put to agree to this clause* 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, Ay. ^x 

MassachusettsBay,Mr. S. Adams, 
Afr. J. Adams, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Yii^inia, 

North Carolina, 



Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Mr. Dyer," 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 




At. 



1J:1- 



Mr. Witherspoon, Ay. ) * 
Ay. J 



Mr. Elmer, 

Mr. Roberdeau, 

Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr# Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 



Ay. yx 
Ay.).X 



At. 
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South Carolina, Mr. Heyward, Ay. } r\ ^ ' 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1777. 

rouR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articlea 
of confederation : Whereupon, it was moved, 

After the words '^ to appoint one of their number to 
" preside,'' to add, " provided that no person be al- 
^' lowed to serve in that office more (ban one year in 
" any term of three years." 

And the yeas and nays being required — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, 

M assachusettsBay, Mr. S. Adams^ 
Mr. J. Adams, 



Rhode fsiand, 
Connecticut, 

New Ydrk, 

New JWsey, 
Pennsylvania, 



Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Duer, 

Mr. Elmer, 

Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Roberdeauy 
Mr. Clihgan, 




Ay. )^x 

No.; 

Ay. 

Ay.! 



Ar. 
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Virginia, Mr. Jones, Ay* ^ 

Mr. F. L. Lee, Ay. > At. 
Mr. Harvie, Ay.) 

North Carolina, Mr. Pcnn, Ay. ) . ^ 

Mr. Harnett, Ay. 5 ^^• 

South Carolina, Mr. Laurens, Ay. ^x 

So it was resolved in the affirmative* 

A motion was made to strike out the whole article 
relative to the powers of the committee of the states ; 
and instead thereof to substitute ^^ The committee of 
*^ the states, or any nine of them, shall be authorized 
*^ to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the 
empowers of Congress as the United States in Con* 
'< gress assembled by the consent of nine states, shall 
^^ from time to time think expedient to vest them with : 
^* Provided, no power be delegated to the said com- 
^ mitlee for the exercise of which, by the articles of 
*^ confederation, the voice of nine states in the Con* 
<< gress of the*United States assembled is requisite.^' 

And the question being put, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Sundry propositions being laid before Congress, in 
addition to the articles of confederation. 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to take the same into consideration, and report such a^ 
they shall judge proper to be added to the articles of 
confederation ; not changing, or altering any of the 
articles already agreed on. 

The members chosen — Mr. Law, Mr. Richard Hen* 
ry Lee, and Mr. Duane. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1777. 

Congress took into consideration the articles pro- 
posed to be added to the confederation : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the following be included : 

" Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall 
'' not be impeached or questioned in any court or place 
" out of Congress. 

" The members of Congress shall be protected in 
^' their persons from arrests and imprisonments during 
'^ the time of their going to and from and attendance 
" on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach 
" of the peace.^' 

Adjourned to four o'clock. 

t'OtJE OTOLOGIC, P. it« 

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles 
proposed to be added . to the confederations Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the following be included therein i 

" If any person guilty of, or charged with treason, or 

'' felony, or other high misdemeanour, in any state^ 

"shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the 

"VOL. I. 44 
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'^ United Siatet, bt shall, «pon demami of the gov«r- 
** lumror ezecatire power of the state from which he 
** fled, be delivered up and removed to the state hav* 
*^ ing jurisdiction of his offence* 

'^ Full faith and credit shall be given in each of the 
^< states to the records, acts and jadicial proceedings 
'^ of the courts and magistrates of every othor state.^' 

It was then moved to add, ^' An action of debt may 
<( be commenced in a court of law of any state for the 
(^ recovery of a debt due on judgment of any court in 
^^ any other state ; provided the judgment creditor shall 
<* gi^ve bond with sufficient sureties before the said 
'^ court, in which the action shall be brought, to answer 
*^in damages to the adverse party, in case the original 
'^judgment should be afterwards revised, and set aside ; 
^* and provided, the party against whom such judgment 
^* may have been obtained had notice in fkct of the 
^ service of the original writ upon which such judg- 
** ment shall be founded." 

New Hampshire, Mr, Folsom, No. ^x 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Gerry, No. >>x 

Rhode Island, Mr. Marchant, Ay. .^X 

Connecticut, ^ Mr. Dyer^ 



Mr. Dyer^ Ay. ) 

Mr. Law, No. > 

Mr. Williams, Ay.) 



At. 



New York, Mr, Duane, No. >-X 

New Jersey, Mr. Elmer, No. ^X 



tm.] COMrEDERAllON. SM 

Maryland, Mr. Smith, No. ) p,^,^^„ 

Mr. RuoiStey, Ay. ) 

Virginia, Mr. Jones, No.'^ 

^ Mr. R. H. Lee, No. I ^ 

Mr. F.L. Lee, N^f^"^' 

Mr. Harvie, No. J 

North Cah>IiDa, Mr. Penn, No. ) %t 

Mr. HaroeU, No. \ ^^• 

South Caroliaa, Mr. Laurens, No. ^x 

So it passed in the negative. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1777. 

FOUR o'clock, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the artictei 
proposed to be added to the confederation ; and the 
ibiiowing were agreed to : 

The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friend- 
ship and intercourse among the people of the diffi^r^ent 
states in this union, tbie free inhabitant^ of each of these 
states, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice 
excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immu- 
liitles of free citizens in the respective states ; and 
the people of each state shall have free ingress and 
regress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy 
therein all the privileges pf trade and commerce, sub- 
ject to the same duties, imposittons, and restrictioiis, 
as the inhabitants thereof respectively ; provided, that 
such restriction shall not extend so far as to prevent 
the renu>val of property imported into any state to any 
other statt of which the owner is an inhabitant ; pro- 
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Tided also, that no imposition, duties, or restrictioni, 
shall be laid by any state on the property of the United 
states or either 6f them. 

All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and 
debts contracted, by or under the authority of Con* 
gress, before the assembling of the United States, in 
pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deem* 
ed and considered as a charge against the United 
States ; for payment and satisfaction whereof the said 
United States and the publick faith are hereby solemn- 
ly pledged. All controversies concerning the private 
right of soil, claimed under different grants of two or 
more states, whose jurisdictions, as they, may respect 
such lands, and th^ states which passed such grants, 
are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being 
at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent 
to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition 
of either party to the Congress of the United States, 
be finally determined in the same manner, as near as 
may be, as is before prescribed for deciding dispates 
respecting territorial jurisdiction between different 
states* 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to revise and arrange the articles of confederation 
agreed to-; and to prepare a circular letter to the re- 
spective states to accompany the said articles. 

The members chosen — Mr. Richard Henry Lee, 
Mrt Duane, and Mr. Lovell, 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1777. 

- The committee appointed to revise and aripange the 
articles of confederation, reported a draft, which was 
read and agreed to. 

Ordered, That a fair copy be made out accordingly. 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1777. 

A copy of the confederation being made out, and 
sundry amendments made in the diction, without alter- 
ing the sense, the same was agreed to, and is ai fol- 
lows : 



ARTICLES 

OP CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION, 

BBTWEEV THB STATES OF 

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts Bay, Delaware, 
Rhode Island and Provi- Maryland, 

dence Plantations, Virginia, 

Connecticut, North Carolfna, 

New York, South Carolina, and 

New Jersey, Georgia. 

ARTICLE I. 

The style of this confederacy shall be, the united 

STATES OF AMERICA. 
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▲ATICLB lU 

fiaek sttte retains its tovemgnty, freedom and in- 
dependeoce^ and every power, joritdictkm and right, 
which is not by this confederation ezpressiy delegated 
to the United Stales in Congress assembled* 

ARTIC^IC III. 

The said states hereby severaUy eiHer into a 6rm 
league of friendship with each other, for their commoii 
d^oce, the security of their liberties, and their ibu^ 
tual and general welfare ; binding themselves to assist 
each other against all force offered to, or attacks made 
upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friend* 
ship and intercourse amon^ the people of the different 
states in this union, the free inhabitants ot each of 
these states (paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from 
justice excepted) shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of free citizens in the several states ; and 
the people of each state shall have free ingress and re- 
gress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy 
therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, sub- 
ject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions, 
as the inhabitants thereof respectively ; provided, that 
such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent 



tht removal of property imported into any itatey to 
any other state of which the owner is an inhabitant ; 
provided alsoi that no imposition, duties, or restric- 
tionS) shall be laid by any state on the p«*operty of the 
United States, or either of tl^m. 

If any person guilty of or charged with treason, 
felony, or other high misdemeanour, in any slate, riiaU 
flee from justice, and be found in any of the United 
Slates, he shall, upon demand of the governour, or 
executive power of ttie state from which he fled, be 
delivered up, and reacioved to the state having juris- 
diction of his ofience. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these 
states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of 
the courts and magistrates of every other state. 

ARTICLE v. 

For the more convenient management of the gene- 
ral interests of the United States, delegates shall be 
annually appointed, in such manner as the legislature 
of each state shall direct, to meet in Congress on the 
first Monday in November/in every year, with a power 
reserved to each state to recall its delegates, or any of 
tbem, at any time within the year, and ta send others 
in their stead for the remainder of the year. 

No state shall be r^resented in Congress by less 
than two, nor more than seven members ; and no per- 
son shall be capable of being a delegate for more than 
three years in any term of six years ; n(H* shall any 
person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any 
office under the United States, for which be or any 
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other for hit ben^t receives any.saldry^ fees, or eao^ 
lament of aoy kind. 

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in any 
me^eling of the states^ and while they act as members 
of the committee of the states. 

In determining questions in the United States in Con- 
gress assembled) each state shall have one vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in. Congress shall 
not be impeached or questioned in any court or place 
out of Congress ; and the members of Congress shall 
be protected, in their persons from arrests and impri- 
sonments during the time of their going to and from 
and attendance on Congress, except for treasooi felo- 
ny, or breach of the peaces 

ARTICLE VI. 

No state, without the consent of the United States 
in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or 
receive any embassy from, or enter into any confer 
rence, agreement, alliance or treaty with any king, 
prince or state ; nor shall any person holding any of- 
ISce of profit or trust under the United States, or any 
of them, accept of any present, emolument, office or 
title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or 
foreign state ] nor shall the United States in Congress 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty^ 
confederation, or alliance whatever between them, 
without the consent of the ^United States in Congress 
assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for 
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trbich tke same is to be entered into, and how long it 
shaH conrtihue. 

Ifo itate slall lay any kiposts or duties which may 
interfere with ^ny sifpulatiens in treaties entered into 
by the Utiited States irt Congress assembled with any 
king, prinee, or siate^ in ptirstiance of any treaties al- 
ready proposed by Congress to the courts of Finance 
jnd Spain. ^ 

No Vessels of War sbalt be kept id time of peace by 
any state, except sudh number only as shall be deem- 
ed necessary by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled for the defence of such state or its trade ; nor 
shall any body of forces be kept up by any state in 
time of peace, except such number only as in the 
judgment of the United States in Congress assembled 
fthalt be deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessa- 
ry for the defence of such state ; but every state shall 
always keep up a well regulated and disciplined mili- 
tia, sufficiently armed and accoutred, and shall pro- 
vide and have constantly ready for use, in publick 
istores^ a due number of field pieces and tents, and a 
proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equi- 
page. 

No state shall engage in any war without the con- 
sent of the United States in Congress assembled, un- 
less such state be actually invaded by enemies, or shall 
have certain advice of a resolution being formed by 
some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the 
danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay till 
the United States in Congress assembled can be con- 
sulted ; nor shall any state grant commissions to any 
ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or re- 
voL. I. 45 
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prUal, except it be after a deckrattoQ of war bjr the 
United States in Congress assembled ; and then only 
against the kingdom or state and the subjects thereof 
against which war has been so declared, and Qoder such 
regulations as shall be established by the United 
States in Congress assembled ; unless such sUte. be 
infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may 
be fitted out for that occasion, and kept up no long as 
the danger shall continue, or until the United States 
in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise* 

ARTICLE VII. 

. When land forces are raised by any state for the com- 
mon defence^ all ofiiccrs of or under the rank of cc^o- 
nel ^ball be appointed by the legislature of each state 
respectively by whom such officers shall be raised, or 
in such manner as such state shall direct ; and all va- 
cancies shall be filled up by the state which first made 
the appointment* 

ARTICLE vni. 

All charges ^f war and all other expenses that shall 
be incurred for the common defence or general wel- 
fare, and allowed by the United States in Congress as- 
^sembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, 
which shall be supplied by the several states in pro- 
portion to the value of all land within each state grant- 
ed to, or surveyed for any person, as such land and the 
buildings and improvements thereoH, shall be estimat- 
ed according to such mode as the United States in 
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Congress assembled shall from time to time direct and 
appoint. 

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid 
and levied by the authority and direction of the le- 
gislatures of the several states, within the time agreed 
upon by the United States in Congress assembled^ 



ARTICLE IX. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have 
the sole and exclusive right and power — Of determin- 
ing on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned 
in the sixth article : Of sending and receiving ambas- 
sadors : Entering into treaties and aUiances ^ provided 
that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby 
the legislative power of the respective states shall be 
restrained from^ imposing sucb imposts and duties on 
foreigners as their own people are subjected to, or 
from prohibitipg the exportation or importation of any 
species of goods op commodities whatsoever : Of esta- 
blishing rules for deciding in all cases what captures 
on land or water shall be lega4, and in. what manner 
prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of 
the United States shall be divided or appropriated : Of 
granting letters of marque and reprisal- in time of 
peace, appointing- courts for the trial of piracies and 
felonies committed on the high seas, and establishing 
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in 
all cases of captures; provided, that no member ef 
Congress shall be appointed judgQ of any. of the said 
courts*. 



The United Sliitea in GoiigreM atteoibied tfaall aba 
be the last resort, on appeal, in all disputes and diSe« 
fences now sllbsiHing^Qr' that hereafter may arise, be-^ 
tween two or more states coneeming boundarj, juris-' 
diciion, or any other cause whatever, which autboriiy 
shall always be exercised in the manner following : 

Wheueyer the legislative or executive authority, or 
lawful agent of any state in controversy with another, 
shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter 
in question, and praying for a bearing, notice d»ieof 
shall be given, by order of Congress, to the legida* 
tive or executive authority of the other state in con» 
troversy ; and a day assigned for the appearance of 
the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be 
directed to appoint by joint consent commtssionekiB or 
judges to constitute a court for hearing and detennin- 
ing the matter in question ; but if ihey cannot agree. 
Congress shall name three persons out of each of the 
United States, and from the li6;t of such persons, each 
party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners 
. beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirw 
teen ; and from that number not less than seven, not 
more than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall 
in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot ; and 
the persons whose names shall be so drawn, or any 
five of them, shall be commissioners, or judges, to hear 
and finally determine the controversy, so always as a 
major part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall 
agree in the determination. And if either party shall 
neglect to attend at the day appointed, without show- 
ing reasons which Congress shall judge sufficient, or, 
being present, shjall refuse to strike, the Congress shall 



proceed (o nomiAfttft tbree persons out of each state ; 
and the Se^etary of CoDgress shall strike in behalf 
of each party absent or refusing ; and the judgment 
and sentence of the court to bea{:^inted in the man- 
ner before prescribed! shall be final and conclusive^ 
And if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the 
autliority of such courts or to appear or defend their 
claim or cause, the court shall nevertlieless proceed to 
pronounce sentence or judgment, which shall, in like 
manner be final and decisive, the judgment or sen- 
tence and other proceedings being in either case trans- 
mitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Con- 
gress for the security of the parties concerned : Pro^ 
vided, that every comipissioner, before he sits in 
judgment^ shall take an oath to be administered by one 
of the judges of the supreme or superiour court^of the 
state where the cause shall be tried, '^ well and truly 
'^ to hear and determine the matter in question, ac- 
^' cording to the best of his judgment, without favour, 
<^ affection, or hope of reward :" Provided, also, that 
no state shall be deprived of territory for the benefit 
of the United States. 

All controversies concerning thji^ivate right of soil 
claimed under difierent grants of two or more states, 
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands and 
the states which passed such grants are adjusted, the 
said grants, or either of them, being at the same time 
claimed to have originated antecedent to such settle- 
ment of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition of either 
painty to the Congress of the United States, be finally 
determined as near as may be in the same manner as 
is before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting 
territorial jurisdiction between different states. 
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The United States in Congress assembl^sd shallako 
liave the sole and exclusive right and power of regu*^ 
. lating the alloy and valtre of cmn.struck by their own 
authority, or by that of the retpective states : Fiziog 
the standard of weights and meaiuFes throughout the 
United States r Bttgulatiog the trade and managing all 
affah's with the Indians, not members of any of the 
states; provided that the legislative right of any slate 
Within its own limits be not infringed or violated : Et- 
tablisbing and regulating postoffices from one state to 
another throughout aU the United States, and exacting 
such postage on the papers passing throiigh the same 
as may be requisite to defray the expenses^of the said 
office : Appointing ail officers of the land forces in the 
service of the United States, excepting regimental 
officers r Appdinting aH the officers of the naval for- 
ces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the 
service of the United States: Making rules for the go* 
vernment and regulation of the said land and naval 
forces, and directing their operations^ 

The United States in Congress assembled^shall have 
authority to appoint a committee to sit in the recess of 
Congress, to be dejiomtnated a coMMrrrEs of thb 
9TATEi^, and to consist of one delegate from each 
state; and to appoint suck other committees and civil 
officers as may be necessary for managing the gene- 
ral aflfairs of the United States^ under their direction : 
To appoint one of their number to preside, provided 
that no person be allowed to serve in the office of Pre- 
sident more than one year in any term of three years : 
To ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised 
for the service of the United States, and to appropri*- 
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ale and apply the same for defraying the publick ex- 
p^ises : To borrow money, or emit bills on the credit 
of the United States, •transmitting every half year to 
the respective states an account ofihe sams of -mo- 
Bey so borrowed or emitted : To build and equip a 
navy : To iagree upon the number of land forces^ and 
to make requisitions from each state for its quota, in 
proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such 
state, which requisition shall be binding; and there* 
upon the legislature of each state shall appoint the 
regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, atm, 
and equip them in a soldierlike manner, at the ex- 
pense of the United States; and the officers and men 
so clothed, armed, and equipped, shall march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed'on by the 
United States in Congress assembled : but if the Unit- 
ed States in Congress assembled shall, on considera- 
tion of circumstances, judge proper that any state 
should not raise men, or should raise a smaller num- 
ber than its quota, and that any other state should 
raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, 
such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, 
armed, and equipped, in the same manner as the quota 
of such state, unless the legislature of such state shall 
judge ihat such ektra number cannot be safely spared 
out of the same ; in which case they shall raise, offi- 
cer, clothe, arm, and equip, as many of such extra 
number as they judge can be safely spared : and the 
officers and men so clothed, armed and equipped, shall 
march to the place appointed, and within the time 
agreed on by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled. 
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The United States in Congress tssenbted sball neTer 
engage in a war i tior grant letters of marqae and re* 
prisal in time of peace ; nor enter into any treatica, or 
alUances; nor coin money, nor regulate the iratve 
thereof; nor ascertain the smns and exfpenses n&eessary 
for the defence and welftnre of the United Sfates, or 
any of them ; nor emit bills ; nor borrow motfey on 
the credit of the United States'; nor appropriate mo* 
ney ; nor agree upon the number of vessels of war to 
be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea 
forces to bie raised ; nor appoint a comnttander is chief 
of the army or nayy-^unless nine states assent to the 
same : nor shall a question on any other point, except 
for adjourning from day to day, be dete^rmined, unless 
by the votes of a majority of tiie United States in €k)n* 
gress assembled. 

The Congress of the United States shall have the 
power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to 
any place within the United States, so that no period 
of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space 
of six months ; and shaU publish the journal of their 
proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relat- 
ing to treaties, alliances, or military operations, -as in 
their judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and 
nays of the delegates of each state on any question 
^ball be entered on the journal, when it is desired by 
any delegate ; and the delegates of a state, (»r any of 
them, s^ his or their request, shall be furnished with a 
iranscript of the said journal, except such parts as are 
above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the 
several states. 
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ARTICLE X. 

The committee of th6 states, or any nine of them, 
Bhall be authorized to execute, iu the recess of Con- 
gress, such of the powers of Congress as the United 
States in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine 
states, shall from time to time think expedient to vest 
them with z Provided, that no power be delegated to 
the said committee for the exercise of which, by the 
articles of confederation, the voice of nine states in 
the Congress of the United States assembled is re-> 
quisite< 

ARTICLE XU 

Canada acceding to this confederation, and joinitig 
in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted 
into and entitled to all the advantages of this union ; 
but no other colony shall be admitted into the same, 
unless such admission be agreed to by nine states. 

ARTICLE XII* 

All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and 
debts contracted, by or under the authority of Con- 
gress before the assembling of the United States in 
• pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deem-^ 
ed and considered as a charge against the United 
States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said 
United States and the publick faith are hereby solemn^ 
ly pledged. 

VOL. I. 46 V 
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ARTICLE XIIU 

Every state shall abide by the determioation of the 
Unked States in Congress assembled on all questions 
which by this confederation are submitted to them. 
And the articles of this confederation shall be inviola- ' 
biy observed by every state ; and the union shall be 
perpetual : Nor shall any alteration at any time here- 
after be made in any of them ; unless such alteration 
be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be 
afterwards confirmed by the legislature3 of every state. 

These articles shall be proposed to the legislatures 
of all the United States, to be considered; and if ap* 
proved of by them, they are advised 4o authorize their 
delegates to ratify the same in the Congress • of the 
United States ; which being done, the same shall be* 
come conclusive. 

Ordered, That the committee appointed to revise 
and arrange the articles of confederation have three 
hundred copies printed and lodged with the Secretary, 
to be subject fo the future orders of Congress. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1777. 

The committee, appointed to prepare a circular let- 
ter to accompany the articles of confederation, brought 
in the following draft : 

In Congress, York Town, November 17, 1777. 
Congress having agreed upon a plan of confedera- 
cy for securing the freedom, sovereignty, and inde- 
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pendence of the United States, authentick copies are 
now transmitted for the consideration of the respective 
legislatures. 

This business, equally intricate and important, has 
in its progress been attended with uncommon embar- 
rassments and delay, which the most anxious solici- 
tude and persevering diligence could not prevent. 

To form a permanent union, accommodated to the 
opinion and wishes of the delegates of so many states, 
differing in habits, produce, commerce, and internal 
pblice, was found to be a work which nothing but time 
and reflection, conspiring with a disposition to conci- 
liate, dould mature and accomplish. 

Hardly is it to be expected that dny plan, in the va- 
riety of provisions essential to our union, should exact- 
ly correspond with the maxims and political views of 
every particular state. Let it be remarked, that after 
the most careful inquiry, and the fullest information, 
this is proposed as the best which could be adapted to 
the circumstances of all, and as that alone which af- 
fords any tolerable prospect of general ratification. 

Permit us then cfarnestly to recommend these arti- 
cles to the immediate and dispassionate attention of 
the legislatures of the respective states. Let them be 
candidly reviewed under a sense of the difficulty of 
combining in one general system the various senti- 
ments and interests of a continent divided into so many 
sovereign and independent communities, under a con- 
viction of the absolute necessity of uniting all our 
councils and all our strength to maintain and defend 
our commoo liberties. Let them be examined with a 
liberality becoming brethren and fellow citizens sur- 
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rounded by the same imminent dangers, contending 
for the same illustrious priae, and deeply interested in 
being for ever bound and connected together by tics the 
most intimate and indissoluble. And finally, let them 
be adjusted with the temper and magnanimity of wise 
and pfitriotick legislators, who, while they are con- 
cerned for the prosperity of their own more immedmte 
circle, arc capable of rising superiour to local attach- 
ments when they may be incompatible with the safety, 
happiness and glory of the general confederacy* 

We have reason to regret the time which has elapsed 
in preparing this plan for consideration. With addi- 
tional solicitude we look forward to that which ihusi 
be necessarily spent before it can be ratified. Every 
motive loudly calls upon us to hasten its conclusion. 

More than any other consideration, it will confound 
our foreign enemies, defeat the flagitious practices of 
the disaffected, strengthen and confirm our friends, 
support our publick credit, restore the value of our 
money, enable us to maintain our fleets and armies, 
and add weight and respect to our councils at home, 
and to our treatie9 abroad. 

In short, this salutary jneasure can no longer be dei- 
ferred. It seems essential to our very existence as a 
free people ; and without it we may soon be constrain* 
ed to bid adieu to independence, to liberty, and safety 
«^blessings which, from the justice of our cause and 
the favour of our Almighty Creator visibly manifested 
in our protection, we have reason to ezpect, if, in an 
humble dependence on his divine providence, we stre- 
nuously exert the means which are placed in our powef« 
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To conclude, if the legislature of any state shall not 
be assembled, Congress recommend to the executive 
authority to convene it without delay ; and to each 
respective legislature, it is reconunended to invest its 
delegates with competent powers ultimately, in the 
name and behalf of the state, to subscribe articles of 
confederation and perpetual union of the United States, 
and to attend Congress for that purpose, on or before 
the day 

On motion to fill up the blanks with '^ first," and 
" May next" — 

New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, 



Ay. ^At. 



MassachusettsBay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Dana, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York,. 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 



Mr. Merchant, 
Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 

Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 

Mr. Elmer, 

Mr. Roberdeau, 
Mr. Clingap, 

Mr. Rumsey, 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Harnett, 



No. 



No. 
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Sooth Carolina, Mr. Laoreosi No. ^No. 

Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, No. ) ^ 

Mr. Wood, No. J 

So it passed in the negative. 

Reaolved, That the fir^t blank be filled with " tenth," 
and the second with '^ March next.'' 

It was then moved after " next," to add " if prac* 
« ticable"— 



New Hampshire, Mr. Folsom, 

MasaacbusettsBay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 



Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North Carolina, 



Mr. Dana, 

Mr^ Marcbant, 
Mr. EUery, 

Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Law, 
Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Duane, 

Mr. Elmer, 

Mr. Roberdeau, 
Mr. Clingan, 




No. )>No.X 
No. )>No. 

No. 



No.) 
No. 5 



Mr. Rumsey, No. ^x 



Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Harvie, 

Mr. Peon, 
Mr. Harnett, 



i\ 



No. 

No. S No. 

No. 



No. 
No 



:1 



No. 
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South Carolina, Mr. Laurens, No. ^No. 

Georgia, Mr. Langworlhy, No. ) ^r^ 

Mr.WocSl, ^ No-JN^- 

So it passed in the negative. 

The letter being agreed to. 

Ordered, That thirteen copies be made out, signed 
by the President, and forwarded to the several states, 
with copies of the confederation. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1777. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to • 
procure a translation to be made of the articles of 
confederation into the French language ; and to report 
an address to the inhabitants of Canada, &c. &c. 

The members chosen — Mr. Duer, Mr. Lovell, and . 
Mr. F. L. Lee. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1777. 

The committee, appointed to procure a translatioa 
of the articles of confederation ; to prepare an address 
to the inhabitants of Canada, &c., brought in a partial 
report, which was read — 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postpon- 
ed to Monday next. 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 1778. 

A letter of April 26, from governour Caswell, of 
North Carolina, was read, informing that the two 
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bouses of assembly of that state bare unanimously ac'- 
ceded to the confederation. 



MONDAY, JtJNE 22, 1778. 

Congress proceeded to consider the objections of 
the states to the articles of confederation : Whereupon 
the delegates of Maryland read to Congress instruc- 
tions that they bad just received from, their consti- 
ents, and moved, 

That the objections from the state of Maryland to 
the confederation be immediately taken up and consU 
dered by Congress, that delegates from Maryland may 
transmit to that state, with all possible despatch, the 
determination of Congress on those objections. 

Question put. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made in behalf of Maryland : 

In Article iv» strike out the word '' paupers,'' and 
after the words " or either of them,'' insert ** that 
^^ one state shall not be burdened with the maintenance 
^^ of the poor who may remove into it from any of the 
" others in the union." 

Question put, , 

Passed in the negative, one state only answering Ay. 
. Another amendment was moved in behalf of Mary- 
land: 

Article viii. After the words " granted to or sur- 
" surveyed for," insert " or which shall hereafter be 
" granted to or surveyed for any person." 

Question put, 
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Passed in the negative. Four ayes, eight noes* 

A third amendment was moved in behalf of Mary- 
land : 

Article ix. After the words <' shall be 'deprived of 
" territory for the benefit of the United Slates," insert 
^^ the United States in Congress assembled shall have 
'^ the power to appoint commissioners, who shall be 
<^ fully authorized and empowered to ascertain and re- 
^^ strict the boundaries of such of the confederated 
^' states which claim to extend to the river Mississippi 
" or South Sea." 

After debate, 

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 1778. 

Congress proceeded to consider the amendment of 
the articles of confederation moved in behalf of Ma- 
ryland. 

On the question to agree, the ayes and nays beiQ|; 
required by Mr. Marchant — 



New Hampshire, Mr. Bartlett, No. ^No. 

^lo.^ 
*o. 



Massachusetts. Bay, Mr. Hancock, 
Mr. S. Adams, 



Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Dana, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holten,' 



Rhode Island, Mr. Ellery, Ay. ^ 

Mr. Marchant, Ay.> Ay. 

Mr. Collins, Ay.) 
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Connect! ciify 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Me^9yland, 

Virginia, 
South Carolina, 



Mr. Sbermain, 
Mr. HunikigeNM, 
Mr. Hosmer, 
M[r. Wolcott, 

Mr. liewift) 
Mr. G. M'drriv, 



im^f 



Georgia, 



K6. 
No« 

No. 
No. 



y. 



Villi D^v^^»^' 



Mr. Witherspooii, Ay.^ 
Mr. Elmer, Ay* > At. 

Mr. Sciidder, ^hS - 

Mr. Robercfeau, Ay. 1 
Mr. James Smith, Ay.Vi^ir. 
No.S 



Ay. )-At. 



Mr. Clingan, 

Mr. M'Kean, 

Mr. Plater, 
Mr* Carroll^ 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Banister, 
Mr. T. Adams. 

Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Hutson, 
Mr. Heywafd, 

Mr. Liidgwidrlhyi jNb« ^Np« 




So it piasft^ in the negathre. 

The delegates from New Hampshire, being called 
on, informed Congress, that the state of New Hamp- 
shire have, in their general assembly, agreed to the 
articles of confederation as they now stand ; and b£Ve 
empowered thejf dj^lpgatcs to ratify the same in be- 
half of their Matr^ 
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Ti^e delegates of M^asssacl^us^tts Bay, beiog, called 
OQ^read supdry olyectipns, transmittqdto them h^ their 
constituents, to the articles of confederation ; and 
thereupon moved in behalf of their state : 

1* That the eighth article be reconsidered, so f^r 
as relates to the criterion 6^ed on for settlihg the prp- 
portion of taxes to be paid by each statcj, that an amend- 
ment may be mad|3, so that th^ r^le of apportionment 
may be varied from time to time, by Congress, until 
experience shall have showed what rule of apportiop- 
ment will be most equal, a^ia consequently most just. 

Question put. 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, eight noes. 

2. Th,at the. fifth section of the nipth article be re* 
considered .so far as relates to the; rule of apportioning 
the number of forces to be raised by each state on the 
requisitions of Congress. 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, seven noes. 

3. That the sixth section of the ninth artiple bere-^ 
considered so far as it ms^l^es the assent of nine states 
necessary to exercise the powers with which Congress 
ar^ thereby invested. 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. 

The cklegates fot Rhode Island, berng called^ pro- 
produced instructions from their constituents; and 
thereupon' nu>ved the fottowsng amendments : 

1. tn the fifth article, after the word ^Uwo,"' insert 
'^members, unless by sickness, death, or any other 
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" unavoidable accident, but one of the members of a 
^ state can attend Congress ; in which case, such stale 
" may be represented in Congress by one member for 
<< the space of months.^' 

Question put. 

Passed in the negatives One ay, nine noes. 

2. In the eighlh article, after the word "appoint,*^ 
insert '^ such estimate to be taken and made once in 
"every five years." 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. Four ayes, six noes. 

3. In (he ninth article, at the end of the second pa- 
ragraph, after ihe words " for the benefit of the Unit- 
"ed States," add *' provided nevertheless, that all 
^Mands within these states, the property of which be- 
^' fore the present war was vested in the crown of 
<' Great Britain, or out of which revenues from quit- 
^' rents arise, payable to the said crown, shall be deem- 
<^ ed, taken, and considered, as the property of these 
^' United States; and be disposed of and appropriated 
" by Congress, for the benefit of the whole confedera- 
" cy, reserving, however, to the states within whose 
'' limits such crown lands may be, the entire and com- 
" plete jurisdiction thereof." 

Question put,' 

Passed in the negative. One ay, nine noes. 

The delegates from Connecticut, being called on, 
produced instructions ; and thereupon moved the fol- 
lowing amendments : 
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1. In the eighth article, after the words '^iopropor- 
'^ tion to,'' strike out what follows to the end of the 
sentence ; and in lieu thereof insert '^ the number of 
^^ inhabitants in each state." 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, nine noes. 

2. In the ninth article, at the end of the fifth para- 
graph^ add the words following : ^^ provided that no 
'^ land army shall be kept up by the United States in 
*^ time of peace, nor any officers or pensioners kept in 
*^ pay by them who are not in actual service, except 
^^ such as are, or may be rendered unable to support 
'^ themselves by wounds received in battle in the ser- 
<< vice of the said states, agreeable to the provisions 
'< already made by a resolution of Congress.'' 

Question put. 

Passed in the negative. One ay, eleven noes. 

The delegates of New York, being called on, pro- 
duced under the great seal Of their slate an exemplifi- 
cation of an act of the legislature thereof, ratifying 
the articles of confederation as passed by Congress, 
with a proviso, that the same shall not be binding on 
the state until all the other states in the union ratify 
the same. 

The delegates from New Jersey, being called on, 
laid before Congress a representation of the legisla- 
tive council and general assembly of their state, i;e- 
specting the articles of confederation. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 



TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1778. 

Congress took inlo consUleralion the r^presentatron 
from N^w Jersey, on the articles of confederation, 
whJQb V9S read a^ follows : 

To tfce Ufliifid States ip CoegF^^s ^^siitiol^I/^d. 
The Representation of tlie Legralative CouR^il and 
General Assembly of the Slial^ of I^ir Jersey, 
showeth — 

That the articles of confederation and perpetual 
union between the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroiinay^ 
Sputh,Carolioa, and Georgia, proposed by the honoura- 
li^le the Congress of the said states, severally for their 
consideration, have been by us fully and attentively 
90jisidered; pa which w^ beg leave (o renaark as fol- 
lows ; — 

1. In the fifth article, where, among other things, 
tb^ C)ualiQcation3 of the delegates from the several 
spates are de^cribedj there is no mention of any oatb^ 
tt^^t, qr declaration, to be taken or naade by them pre- 
vious to their admission to seats; in Coq^ress^^ It is in* 
deed to be pre6ii|mQ(J tl^e ire.i^pecUye states will bex:^re- 



~ibl that th^'d^l^t^ th^y send Id ftS8liil'ii|iAkil«ging 
fh% gen^r^lM^ic^tbflke Uhidti, ^iske ftf6 <Mitbl t6 die 
^birermtifetit Iboto ^hich Ihey *i*yc tlifeir ffuAdrity, 
but ds the tFtiited States, ijdteclivdjr tdnsMct^erf, Iwwre 
interests, ^ \rell ad feadi pteiirticMildrtr stfttfe, y^e arc of 
Oj^ibn thttt some t^st or obKgatitrn biiiding upon 
Neaeh defecate whib'he conlid^^ In ^he tHist, ta con- 
sult «iHd pursue the folder ^5 weU *as ibt lalter, and 
pfeitfctttei'fy to as^eifrt tt> n6 ir^te ot* p^KPceed«ig which 
tAdiY violate tie geiie^al <;onfede^fttio», is necessary. 
The feiws and Usages of all cWiti^i Aatloas evince the 
^tH>))Hety of M oalh on such occasions ; and the more 
«0!emn-ahd knpbptflint the deposit, the more strong and 
explidt ought the obligation to be. 

3. By (he sikth and ninth articles, the regulation ef 
Irade seetns to be cotmnitted to the several states withm 
their separate jari^ictions, in such a degree as may 
involve many difficulties and embarrassments, and be 
attended with injustice to some states in the union. We 
are of opinion that the sole and exclusive power of 
regulating the trade of the United States with foreign 
nations ought to be clearly vested in the Congress 5 
and that the revenue arising from all duties and cus- 
ti^ms imposed thereon, ought to be appropria;ted to the 
building, equipping, and manning a n^vy for the pro* 
tection of the trade and defence of the coasts, and lo 
stich otherpublick and general purposes as to the Con*' 
gresS'Shall seem proper, and for the common benefit of 
the states. This principle appears to us to be just; 
and it may be added, that a great security will l^ this 
means %e derived to the union from the establishment 
of a common and mutual interest. 
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3* It it wisely provided in the sixth article, that do 
hifdy of forces shall be kept up by any state in time of 
pea ce, except such number only as, in the judgment of 
the United States in Congress assembled, shall be 
deemeJ requisite to garrison the forts necessary for 
the defei^ce of such states* We think it ought also to 
be provided and clearly expressed, that no body of 
troops be kept up by the United States in time of peace, 
except such niimber only as shall be allowed by the 
assent of nine statet. A standing army, a military es- 
tablishment, and every appendage thereof, in time of 
peace, is totally abhorrent from the ideas and princi- 
ples of this state. In the memorable act of Congress 
declaring the United Colonies free and independent 
states, it is emphatically mentioned, as one of the causes 
of separation from Great Britain, that, the sovereign 
thereof had kept up among us, in time of peace, stand- 
ing armies without the consent of the legislatures. It 
is to be wished the liberties and happiness of the peo- 
ple may by the confederation be carefully and explicitly 
guarded in this respect. 

4. On the eighth article we observe, that as fre- 
quent settlements of the quotas for supplies and aids 
to be furnished by the several states in support of the 
general treasury, will be requisite, so they ought to be 
secured. It cannot be thought improper, or unneces- 
sary, to have them struck once at least in every five 
years, and oftener if circumstances will allow. The 
quantity or value of real property in some states may 
increase much more rapidly than in others ; and there- 
fore the quota which is at one time just, will at another 
be disproportionate. 
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- 5. The liooadaries and limits of each state ought to 
bt fully i^d finally fixed and made known. This ive 
af^^end would be attended with very salutary effects, 
by preventing jealousies, as well as controversies, and 
promoting haratony and confidence among the states. 
If the circumstances of the times would not admit of 
this, previous to the proposal of the confederation to 
the several states, the establishment of the principles 
upon which and the rule and mode by which the de- 
termination might be conducted at a time more con- 
venient and favourable for despatching the same at an 
early period, not exceeding five years from the final 
ratification of the confederation, would be satisfactory* 
6. The ninth article provides, that no state shall be 
deprived of territory fi>r the benefit,of the United States* 
Whether we are to understand that by territory is in- 
tended any land, the property of which was heretofore 
vested in the crown of Great Britain, or that no men- 
tion of such land is made in the confederation, we are 
constrained to observe, that the present war, as we 
always apprehended, was undertaken for the general 
defence and interest of the confederating colonies, now 
the United States. It was ever the confident expecta- 
tion of this state, that the benefits derived from a sue- 
cessfal contest were to be general and proportionate ; 
and that the property of the common enemy, falling in 
consequence of a prosperous issue of the war, would 
belong to the United States, and be appropriated to 
their use. We are therefore greatly disappointed in 
finding no provision made in the confederation for em- 
powering the Congress to dispose of such property, 
voXi. I. 48 
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but especially tbe vacant and impatented lands, com* 
monly called the crown lands, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the war, and for such other publick and 
general purposes* Tbe jurisdiction ought in every 
instance to belong to the respective states wiibin the 
charter or determined limits of which such lands may 
be seated ; but reason and justice must decide, that the 
property which existed in the crown of Great Britain, 
previous to the present revolution, ought now to be- 
long to the Congress, in trust for the use and benefit 
of the United States* They have fought and bled for 
it in proportion to their respective abilities ; and there- 
fore the reward ought not to be predilectionally dis- 
tributed. Shall such states as are shut out by situa- 
tion from availing themselves of the least advantage 
from this quarter, be left to sink under an enormous 
debt, whilst others are enabled, in a short period, to 
replace all their expenditures from the hard earnings 
of the whole confederacy ? 

7. The ninth article also provides that requisitions 
for the land forces to be furnished by the several states 
shall be proportioned to the number of white inhabi- 
tants in each. In the act of Independence we find the 
following declaration : ^' We hold these troths to be 
**' self evident, that aU men are created equal ; that 
** tbeyare endued by their Creator with certain una- 
" lienabie rights, among which are life, liberty, and 
'' the plursuit of happiness.^' Of this doctrine, it is 
not n very remote consequence, that all the inhabi- 
tants of every society, be the colour of their com- 
plexion what it may, are bo«ind to promote the interest 
thereof, according to their respective abilities. They 
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ought therefore to be brought into the account on this^ 
occasion. But, admitting necessity or expediency ta 
justify the refusal of liberty in certain circumstances 
to persons of a peculiar colour, we think it unequal to 
reckon upon such in this case. Should it be improper, 
for special local reasons, to admit them in arms for the 
defence of the nation; yet we conceive the propor- 
tion of forces to be embodied ought to be fixed ac- 
cording to the whole number of inhabitants in the state^ 
from whatever class they may he raised.^ If the whole 
number of inhabitants ia a state, whose inhabitants are 
all whites, both those v^o are called into the field, and 
those who. remain to^ till the groiind and kbour in the 
Qiecbanical arts and otherwise, are reckoned in the es* 
timate for striking the proportion of forces to be fur-^ 
nislied by that^tate, ought even a part of the latter de- 
scription to be left out in another? As it is of indis- 
pensable necessity in every war, that a part of the in- 
habitants be employed for the uses of husbandry and 
otherwise at home, while others are called into the 
field, there must be the same propriety that the owners 
of a different colour who are employed for this pur** 
pose in one state, while whites are employed for the 
sam6 purpose in another, be reckoned in the account 
of the inhabitants in the present instance. 

8. In order that the quota of troops to be furnished in 
each state on occasion of a war may be equitably as- 
certained, we are of opini<>n> that the inhabitants of 
the several states oughtHo be numbered as frequently 
as the nature of the case will admit, once at least every 
five years.. The disproportioned increase in the popu- 
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ktion of diffi!rent states may render such provkion^ 
absolutely necessary. 

9. It is provided in the ninth article, that tKd assent 
of nine states but of the thirteen, shall be necessary to 
determine in sundry Cases of the highest concern. If 
this proportion be proper and just, it ought to be kept 
up, should the states increase in number, and a decla- 
ration thereof be made for the satisfictioil of the 
union. 

- That we think it out indispensable duty to soHcit 
the attention of Congress to these considerations and 
remarks, and to request that (he purport and meaning 
of them be adopted as part of the general confedera- 
tion ; by which means we apprehend the mutual in- 
terests of all the states will be better secured and pro- 
moted, and that the legislature of this stat^ wiH then 
be justified in raltifying the same» 

Whereupon it was moved, that the several articles 
in the confederation referred to in the foregoing rep- 
resentation be so far reconsidered as to admit the pur- 
port and meaning of the additions, alldrations and 
amendments proposed in the said representation. 

Question put. 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, six noes, one 
divided. 

The delegates of Pennsylvania, being called on, 
moved the following amendments in behalf of iheiv 
state : 
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* I. In the first paragraph of the fifth article, defe the 
words " for the remainder of the year.*^ 

Questioii put, 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, eight noes, one 
divided. 

2. That Buoh part of the ninth article as respects the 
postoffice, be altered or amended, so as that Congress 
bfitoUiged to lay the accounts annually before the le- 
gislatures of the several states. 

Question piit. 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes^ 

3. In the fifth paragraph of the ninth article, ex- 
punge the word " white." 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, seven noes, 
one divided. 

4. In the last section of the ninth article, after the 
word " delegates,'' add " respectively." 

Question put, 

Passed in the negative. One ay, ten noes. 

The delegates from Virginia, being called on, in- 
formed Congress, that they are empowered to ratify. 
In behalf of their state, the articles of confederation as 
they now stand. 

The delegates from South Carolina, being called on, 
moved the following amendments in behalf of their 
state : 

1 . In article fourth, between the words '^ free inha- 
" bilants," insert " white." 
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Passed in the negative. Two ayes, eight ooes, ooe 
divided* 

2. Id the next line after the words ^^ these states,'' 
insert <^ those who refase to take up arms in defence of 
"ihe confederacy." . 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, ei^tnoes. 

3. After the words ^' several states," inseil ^' accord- 
'< ing to the law of such states respectively for the go* 
'' vernment of their own free white inhabitants." ' 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, eight noes, one 
divided. 

4. After the words "of which the owner is an in- 
^' habitant," insert " except in scrch cases of emtei^o*" 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

5. In the first paragraph of the fifth article, strike 
out " first Monday in Noveniber," and insert " nine- 
" tcenth day of April." 

Passed in the negative. One ay, nine noes, one 
divided. 

6. In the second paragraph of the fifth article sub- 
stitute " three" in the place of" two," and " two" in 
the place t)f" three," and "four" in the place of " six." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

7. In the third paragraph for " committee" read 
" grand council." 

Passed in the negative. One ay, nine noes, one 
divided. 

8. In (he first paragraph of the sixth article, for 
" prince or state," read " prince or foreign state, ex- 
" cept the same be upon the subject of commerce, nor 
" then so as to interfere ^vith any treaty or alliance 
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'^ with the United States made or treaty proposed by 
" Congress." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

9. In the second paragraph of the sixth article, 
strike out ^' by some nation of Indians,'' and after the 
words ^^ to invade such state," insert '^ or upon requi- 
^^ sition to assist a sister state, actually invaded or 
^* threatened with an invasion." 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, eight noes. 

10. In the first paragraph of the seventh article, 
strike out ^^ of or under the rank of colonel," and after 
^' shall be appointed" insert '^ commissioned." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, eight noes, one 
divided. 

11. At the -end of the seventh article add *^ The 
*^ troops to be raised shall be deemed the troops of 
^^ that state by which they are raised. The Congress 
'^ or grand council of the states may, when they think 
'^ proper, make requisition to any state for two thirds 
^' of the troops to be raised ; which requisition shall 
<< be binding upon the said states respectively ; but the 
^' remaining third shall not be liable to be drawn out 
'^ of the state in which they are raised, without the 
'^ consent of the executive authority of the same. 
^' When any forces are raised, they shall bounder the 
'^ command of the executive authority of the state in 
'^ which they are so raised, unless they be joined by 
'^'troops from any other state, in which the Congress or 
" grand council of the states may appoint a general offi- 
^< cer to take the command of the whole ; and until the 
*^ same can be done, the command shall be in the se- 
<^ nior officer present, who shall be amenable for his 
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<< coodttct^ to the executive afttbority of the tt^te ia 
<< which the troops are, and shall be liable to be sub- 
*' pended thereby. The expenses of the tro<4>8 so to 
^' be raised shall be defrayed by the state to which 
^'they belong; but when called into service by the 
'^ United States, they shall be fed and paid at the ex- 
*^ pense of the United States.'' 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes^ nine noes* 
12* In the first line of the eighth article strike out 
^< charges of war and all other.'' 

Passed in the negative* Two ayes, eight noes^ one 
divided. 

13. In the same article strike out '' according to 
^' such mode as the United States in Congress assem- 
^ bled ahall from time to time direct and appoint ;" 
and instead ^ and improvements thereon shall be esti- 
^' mated," read ^' and improvements tfaerecm shall, by 
^' periods of years not exceeding ten, as often as may 
*^ be required by Congress, be generally estimated by 
'' persons to be appointed by the legislatures of the 
*^ respective states to value the same upon oath." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

14. In the first paragraph of article ninth, strike out 
*^ appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felo- 
^^ nies committed on the high seasj" and in lieu thereof 
insert ^^ declaring what acts committed on the high seas 
^' shall be deemed piracies or fefenies." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

15. In the second paragoapb of the ninth article, 
for " be the last resort on appeal," read " decide and 
^^ determine," and strike out ail that relates to the mode 
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of Settling differences between states and tontrovcr^ 
4sie8 concerning private right of soiK 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

16. Tn the fifth paragraph of the ninth article, after 
the words " in any term" strike out " three," and in- 
sert "two." 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, seven noes, 
one divided* 

17. In the sixth paragraph of the ninth article, for 
" unless nine states," read " unless eleven states." 

Passed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

1 8. At the end of the same paragraph^ strike out 
the words " in Congress assembled." 

Passed in the negative. One ay, ten noes. 

19. In the last paragraph of the ninth artioie, after 
the words " ^nd the yeas and nays of the delegates of 
" each state on," for " any" read " every," and strike 
out the words " when it is desired by any delegate." 

Pflissed in the negative. Two ayes, nine noes. 

SO. In the same sentence, strike out " a state or," 
and also " at his or their request," and after the words 
" and the" insert " respective states or the," and after 
" shall," insert " upon requisition." 

Passed in the negative. One ay, ten noes. 

21. Amend the last clause of the thirteenth article, 
so as to'read '' unless such alteration be agreed to by 
" eleven of the United States in Congress assembled, 
" and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of 
" eleven of the United States." 

Passed in the negative. Three ayes, six noes, two 
divided. 

VOL. i.l 49 
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Tb« delegate from Georgia, being called Qm^ tnform- 
ed Congress that he has not yet reoeived an; instrac* 
tions or orders from bis constituents respecting the 
articles of confederation; but that his state having 
shown so much readiness to ratify tbem, even in an 
imperfect state, and it being so much for their interest 
that the confederation should b^ ratUfed, he bad no 
doubt of their agreeing to the articles aa they now 
stand. 

Delaware and North Carolina, not having delegates 
present in Congress, no report was received from themy 
saving what is contained in Governour C^swell^ letter 
informing that the legislature of North Carolina have 
agreed io the articles of confederation. 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed 
to prepare the form of a ratification of the articles of 
confederation. 

The members chosen — Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. G, Mor- 
ris, and Mr. Dana. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1778. 

The committee appointed to prepare the form of a 
ratification of the articles of confederation brought in 
a draft, which was agreed to as follows .: 
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To all to whom these presents shall come. 

We, the delegates of the states affixed to our names, 
send greeting. 

Whereas the delegates of the United States of Ame- 
rica in Congress assembled did, on the fifteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand se- 
ven fauhdred and seventy- seven, and in I he second 
year of the independence of America, agree to Cer- 
tain articles of confederation and perpetual unioA be- 
tween the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey^ Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, S^th Ca- 
rolina, and Georgia, in the words following, namely, 

ARTICLES 

OF CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION, 

BBTWBBN THE STATBS OF 

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts Bay, Delaware, 

Rhode Island and Maryland, 

Providence Plantations, Virginia, 

Connecticut, North Carolina, 

New York, South Carolina, and 

New Jersey, Georgia. 
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ARTICLE I. 



The style of this confederacy shall be, the united 

STATES OF AMERICA. 



ARTICLE II. 

Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and in- 
dependence, and every power, jurisdiction and right 
which is not by this confederation expressly delegated 
to the United States in Congress assembled. 

ARTICLE III. 

The said states hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common 
defence, the security of their liberties, and their mutual 
and general welfare ; binding themselves to assist 
each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made 
upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, so* 
vereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever.- 

ARTICLE IV. 

The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friend- 
ship and intercourse among the people of the differ- 
ent states in this union, the free inhabitants of each of 
these states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from 
justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of free citizens in the several states ; and 
the people of each state shall have free ingress and 
regress to and from any other state ; and shall enjoy 
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therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, 
f ubject to the same duties, impositions and restric- 
tions as the inhabitants thereof respectively ; provid* 
ed, that such restriction shall not extend so far as 
to prevent the removal of property imported into any 
state, to any other state of which the owner is an in* 
habitant ; provided also, that no imposition, duties or 
restriction shall be laid by any state, on the property 
of the United States, or either of them. 

If any person guilty of or charged with treason, 
felony, or other high misdemeanor, in any state, shall 
flee from justice, and be found in any of the United 
States, he shall, upon demand of the governour or'eze- 
cutive power of the state from which he fled, be de- 
livered up and removed to the state having jurisdiction 
of his offence. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these 
states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of 
the courts and magistrates of every other state. 



ARTICLE V. 

For the more convenient management of the gene- 
ral interests of the United Slates, delegates shall be 
annually appoipted in such manner as the legislature 
of each state shall direct, to meet in Congress on the 
first Monday in November, in every year, with a power 
reserved to each state to recall its delegates, or any of 
them, at any time within the year, and send others in 
their stead for the remainder of the year. 

No state shall be represented in Congress, by less 
than two, nor by more than seven members 5 and no 
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person shall be ca{)able of beii\g a del^at^ for aiore 
tban three years io a#y term of sU years ; nor sht^ll 
any person^ being a delegate, be tepdble of boWng 
any office under the United Statesi for whkb be, br 
another for his benefit, receives any salary, feesi or 
emolument of any kind* 

Eacfa state shall maintain tu OwA delegates in a 
meeting of the states, and while they att as members 
of the committee of the slates* 

In determining questions in the United Slates in 
Congress assembled, each state shall have one vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress saall 
not be impeached or questioned in any court, or place 
out of Congress ; and the members of Congress shaH 
be protected in their persons from arrests and impri- 
sonment, during the time of their going to and fh>m, 
and attendance on Congress, except f6r treason, felo* 
ny, or breach of the peace. 

ARTICLE VI. 

No State, without the consent of the United States 
in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or 
receive any embassy from, or enter into any con- 
ference, agreement, alliance, or treaty with any kiog» 
prince or state ; nor shall any person holding any 
office of profit or trust under the United States, or any 
of them, accept of any priesent, emolument, office, or 
title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or 
foreign state ; nor shall the United States in Congress 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility* 
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No two or more states sball enter into any treatyv 
confederation! or alliance wimtever between ^them^ 
wkhoQt the eonaent of the United States in Congress 
assembled, specifying accurately the parposes for 
which the same is to be entered into, and how long it 
shall continue. 

No state shall lay any imposts or duties which may 
interfere with any atipulations in treaties entered into^ 
by the United States in Congress assembled^ with any 
king, prince, or state, in pursuance of any treaties al- 
ready proposed by Congress to the courts <^ France 
and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be Icept up, in time of peace, 
by any state, except such nuo^ber only as shall be 
deemed necessary by the United States in Congress 
assembled, for the defence of such state, or its trade ; 
nor sball any body of forces be kept up by any state, 
in time of peace, except such number only as in the 
judgment of the United States in Congress assembled 
shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts neces- 
sary for the defence of such state: but every state 
shall always keep up a well regulated and disciplined 
militia, sufficiently armed and accoutred; and shall 
provide and constantly have ready for use, in pubKck 
stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a 
proper quantity of arms, amqiunition and camp equi- 
page. 

No state shal) engage in any war, without the con- 
sent of the United Slates in Congress assembled, un- 
less such state be actually invaded by enemies, or 
shall have received certain advice of a resolution be- 
ing formed by some nation of Indians to invade such 
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state, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit 
of a delay, till the United States in Congress assem- 
bled can be consulted : nor shall any state grant com- 
missions to any ship or vessels of war, nor letters of 
marque or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of 
war by the United States in Congress assembled ; and 
then only against the kingdom or state, and the isub- 
jects thereof, against which war has been so declared, 
and under such regulations as shall be established by 
the United States in Congress assembled ; unless such 
state be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of 
war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so 
long as the danger shall continue, or until the United 
States in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise. 

ATITICLE VII. 

When land forces are raised by any state for the 
conrrau)n defence, all officers of or under the rank of 
colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each 
state respectively by whom such forces shall be raised, 
or in such manner as such state shall direct ; and all 
vacancies shall be filled up by the state which first 
made the appointment. 

ARTICLE Vni. 

All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall 
be incurred for the common defence, or general wel- 
fare, and allowed by the United States in Congress 
assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasu- 
ry, which shall be supplied by the several states in 
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proportion to the value of all land witbin each state, 
granted to, or surveyed for, any person, as such land 
and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be 
estimated, according to such mode as the United States 
in Congress assembled shall, from time to time, direct 
and appoint. The taxes for paying that proportion 
sliall be laid and levied by the authority and direction 
of the legislatures of the several states, within the time 
agreed upon by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled. 



ARTICLE IX. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have 
the sole and exclusive right and power of determin- 
ing on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned 
in the sixth article : Of sending and receiving ambas- 
sadors : Entering into treaties and alliances ; provided 
that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby 
the legislative power of the respective states shall be 
restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on 
foreigners as their own people are subjected to, or 
from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any 
species of goods or commodities whatever: Of estab- 
lishing rules for deciding in all cases what captures 
on land or water shall be legal ; and in what manner 
prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of 
the United States shall be divided or appropriated : 
Of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of 
peace: Appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 
felonies committed on the high seas ; and establishing 
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals io 
VOL. I. 50 
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all cases of captures ; provided, that no member of 
Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said 
i:ourt8. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also 
be the last resort, on appeal, in all disputes and diffe- 
rences now subsisting, or that hereafter may arise, be- 
-iween two or more states concerning boundary, juris- 
<liction, or any other ^ause whatever; which authority 
^hall always be exercised in the manner following :— 
Whenever the legislative or executive authority or 
lawful agent of any state in controversy with another 
«hall present a petition to Congress, string the matter 
in question, and praying for a hearing^ notice thereof 
shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative 
or executive authority of the other state in controver- 
sy ; and a day assigned for the appearance of the par- 
ties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed 
to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges 
to constitute a court for hearing and determining the 
matter in question : but if they cannot agree. Congress 
shall name three persons out of each of the United 
States ; and from the list of such persons, each party 
«ball alternately strike out one, the petitioners begin- 
ning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen ; 
and from that number, not less than seven nor more 
than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall in the 
presenceofCongre8s.be drawn out by lot; and the 
persons whose names shall be so drawn, or any five of 
them, shall be commissioners or judges to hear and 
finally .determine the controversy, so always as a major 
part of the judges who shall hear the cause, shall 
agree in the determination* And if ^either party shall 
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neglect to attend at the day appointed, without show*^ 
kig reasons which Congress shall jadge sufficient, or- 
being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall 
proceed to nominate three persons out of each state ;. 
and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of 
such party absent or refusing ; and the judgment and 
sentence of the court to be appointed in the manner 
before prescribed shall be final and conclusive. And 
if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the au* 
thority of such court, or to appear, or defend their 
claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to- 
pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like 
manner be final and decisive ; the judgment^ or sen<^ 
tence and other proceedings being in either case trans^ 
mitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Con« 
gress for the security of the parties concerned : Pro» 
vided, that every commissioner^ before be sits ia^ 
judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by^ 
one of the judges of the supreme or superiour court of 
the state where the cause shall be tried, "Well an* 
" truly to hear and determine the matter in question^ 
" according to the best' of his judgment, without fa- 
" vour, aifection, or hope of reward •.''^ Provided also,-^ 
that no state shall be deprived of territory for the 
benefit of the United States. 

AH controversies concerning the private right of soil' 
claimed under different grants of two or more states, 
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands^ 
and the states which passed such grants are adjusted, 
the said grants, or either of them, being at the same 
time claimed to have originated antecedent to sucb- 
settlement of jurisdiction, shall^ on the petitioa of: 
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either partj to the Congress of the United States, be 
finally determined as near as may be in the same man- 
ner as is before prescribed for deciding disputes respect* 
ing territorial jurisdiction between different states. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also 
have the sole and exclusive right and power of regu- 
lating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own 
authority, or by that of the respective states : Fixing 
the standard of weights and measures throughout the 
United States : Regulating the trade and managing all 
affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the 
states ; provided that the legislative right of any state 
within its own limits be not infringed or violated : Es- 
tablishing and regulating postoffices from one state to 
another, throughout all the United States, and exacting 
such postage on the papers passing through the same 
as may be requisite to defray the ejtpenses of the said 
office : Appointing all officers of the land forces in the 
service of .the United States, excepting regimental 
officers: Appointing .all the officers of the naval for- 
ces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the 
service of the United States: Making rules for the 
government and regulation of the land and naval for- 
ces, and directing their operations. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have 
authority to appoint a committee to sit in the recess of 
Congress, to be denominated a committkc of the 
STATES, and to consist of one delegate from each 
state; and to appoint such other committees and civil 
officers as niay be necessary for managing the general 
affairs of the United States under their direction : To 
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dppoint one of their number to preside; provided, 
that no person be allowed to serve in the office of Pre* 
sident more than one year in any term of three years : 
To ascertain the necessary sikns of money to be raised 
for the service of the United States, and to appropri- 
ate and apply the. same for defraying the publick ex* 
penses : To borrow money, or emit bills on the credit 
of the United States, transmitting every half year to 
the respectiye states an account of the sums of money 
so borrowed or emitted : To build and equip a navy: 
To agree upon the number of land forces, and to make 
requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion 
to the number of white inhabitants in such state, which 
requisition shall be binding ; and thereupon the legis- 
lature of each state shall appoint the regimental offi- 
cers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and equip them, 
in a soldierlike manner, at the expense of the United 
States; and the officers and men so clothed, armed 
and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and 
within the time agreed on by the United States in 
Congress assecjibled: but if the United States in Con- 
gress assembled shall, on consideration of circum- 
stances, judge proper that any state should not raise 
men, or should raise a smaller number than its quota, 
and that any other state should raise a greater number 
of men than ifs quota thereof, such extra number shall 
be raised, officered, clothed, armed and equipped, in 
the same manner as the quota of such state ; unless 
the legislature of such state shall judge that such ex- 
tra number cannot be safely spared out of the same ; 
in which case they shall raise, officer, clothe, arm and 
equip as many of such extra number as they judge can 
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be safely spared : and the officers and men so clotb- 
ed, armed and equipped, shall march to the place ap* 
pointed, and within the time agreed on by the United 
States in Congress assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall ne- 
ver engage in a war ; nor grant letters of marque and 
reprisal in time of peace ; nor enter into any treaties 
or alliances ; nor coin money ; nor regulate the value 
thereof; nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessa- 
ry for the defence and welfare of the United States, 
or any of them ; nor emit bills ; nor borrow money oa 
the credit of the United States ; nor appropriate mo- 
ney ; nor agree upon the number of vessels of war to 
be built or purchased, or the number of l^ind or sea 
forces to be raised ; nor appoint a commander in chief 
of the army or navy — unless nine states assent to the 
same : nor shall a question on any other point, except 
for adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless- 
by the votes of a majority of the United States in 
Congress assembled. 

The Congress of the United Slates shall have power 
to adjourn to any time within the year, and to any 
place within the United States, so that no period of 
adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of 
six months ; and shall publish the journal of their pro- 
ceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating 
to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in their 
judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of 
the delegates of each state on any question shall be 
entered on the journal, when it is desired by any dele^ 
gate ; and the delegates of a state, or any of them^ 
at his or their request, shall be furnished with a traiv* 
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above excepted) to lay before tbe legtalatures of the 
several states. 



ARTIGLS x« 

Tbe committee of the states, or any nine of them, 
shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of Con- 
gress, such of the powers of Congress as the United 
States in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine 
states, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest 
them with ; provided, that no power be delegated to 
the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the 
articles of confederation, the voice of niiie states in 
the Congress of the United States assembled is requi- 
site. 

ARTICLE XI* 

Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining 
in {he measures of the United States, shall be admitted 
Into and entitled to all the advantages of this union. 
But no other colony shall be admitted into the same^ 
unless such admission be agreed toby nine states. 

ARTICLE XII. 

All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and 
debts contracted, by or under the authority of Con- 
gress, before the assembling of the United States in 
pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deem- 
ed and considered as a charge against the United. 
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States, for paymei^ and satkfoction whtreof the said 
United States and the poblick feith are hereby so- 
lemnly pledged* 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Every state shall abide by the determinations of the 
United States in Congress assembled, on all questions 
which by this confederation are submitted to them. 
And the articles of this confederation shall be inviola- 
bly observed by every state *, and the union shall be 
perpetual. Nor shall any alteration at any time here- 
after be made in any of them, unless such alteration 
be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and 
be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every 
state. 



Which articles were by Congress proposed to the 
legislatures of all the United States, to be considered; 
and if approved of by them, they were advised to au- 
thorize their delegates to ratify the same in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

And whereas it hath pleased the great Governour of 
the world to incline the hearts of the legislatures we 
respectively represent in Congress to approve of, and 
to authorize us to ratify the said articles of confedera- 
tion and perpetual union : 

Know ye. That we the undersigned delegates, by 
virtue of the power and authority to, us given for 
that purpose, do by these presents, in the name 
and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and 
entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the 



1378*] C0NFi3>ERA'nM. 4^ 

said articles of confederation and perpetu&I union, 
and all and singular the matters and things therein 
contained. And we do further solemnly plight and 
engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they 
shall abide by the determinations of the United States 
in Congress assembled, on all questions which by the 
said confederation are submitted to them ; and that the 
articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the 
states we respectively represent ^ and that the union 
shall be perpetual. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, 
this day of in the year of our 

Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, and in the year of the Independence 
of the United States of America. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, n78. 

The engrossed copy of the articles of confederation, 
with the ratification agreed to, was laid before Con- 
gress ; and the same upon examination being found in- 
correct — 

Ordered, That another copy be made, and laid before 
Congress on before the 4th of July next ; and that the 
delegates of the respective states lodge with the Secre- 
tary their powers for ratifying the same. 

YOL. I. 51 
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POWERS OF THE STATES 

TO tnkm ^khZ4jLTm t6 t,kttft tnt ARTictti^ <ff 
conrtoBiiATtoir. 

STAT^ OF NtW BfAMPSHIRt. 

In the House of Representatives, March 4, 1778. 

The house took into consideration the thirteen arti- 
ctes of confederation and p(irpetual union between the 
thirteen United States of America, as agreed to by the 
honourable Congress of said states, and cailie to the 
following resolutions thereon, namely, 

Resolved, That we. do agree to the said articles of 
confederation, perpetual union, &c. &c. and do, for 
ourselves and constituents, engage that the same shall 
be inviolably observed by this state. And the dele- 
gates of this state for the time being, at 4he Cdtigress 
aforesaid, are hereby enipowered and instructed to ra** 
tify tl^ same in behalf of this st^te. 

Sent up for concurrence, 

JOHN DUDLEY, Speaker pro tem. 
In Council, the same day, read and concurred* 
E. Thompson, Secretary. 
Copy attest. , 

MESHECH WEARE, Pi-estd^nt. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

CouiHuI Chamber, Boston, Murpb IQ, )770, 
The general court of the state <rf MaMaeboietts Bay, 
having attentively considered the articles of confede- 
ration and perpetual union between the United States 
of America, recommended to our attention by the ho- 
nourable the Congress, do approve of them in general 
as well calculated to secure the freedom, sovereignty 
and independence of the United States, Perhaps no 
plan could have been proposed better adapted to the 
circumstances of all : We, therefore, the council and 
house of representatives of this state in general court 
assembled, do, in the name and behalf of the good peo- 
ple of this state, instruct you their, delegates to sub- 
scribe . said articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, as they were recommended by Congress, unless 
the. following alterations, or such ^s may be proposed 
by the other states can be received and adopted with- 
out endangering the union proposed. 

In the name and behalf of the general assembly. 

JEREMIAH POWELL, President. 

To the Delegates of the State of Massachusetts Bay 
in Congress. 
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RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. 

B J Jin EzceUeocj, I6dx)Ia8 Cook^ Esquire, Govemour, Captais 
G€Deial and CoBHnander in Chief in and over the State of Rhode 
Island and ProTidence Plantations. 

Be it known that Henry Ward, esquire, who bath 
under his hand certified that the annexed copy pur- 
porting an act of the general assembly of the state 
aforesaid, empowering the delegates of the said state 
in Congress to accede to and sign the articles of con- 
federation and perpetual union between the thirteen 
United States, is a true copy, is Secretary of the said 
state, duly elected and engaged according to law: 
Wherefore unto his certificate of that matter full faith 
and absolute credit is and ought to be universally ren* 
dered. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the said state, 
at Providence, this eighteenth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy -eight. 

[l. s.] NiCHOLAS COOKE. 

By His Excellency's Command. 

HENRY WARD, Secretary. 

At the general assembly of the governour and compa- 
ny of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations, begun and bolden by adjournment at East 
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Greenwich, within and for-the state aforesaid, on the 
second Monday in February, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight. 
This assembly having taken into consideration the 
articles of confederation and perpetual union between 
the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,^ 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia, transmitted by Congress to this state; 
and having had them repeatedly read ; and having 
maturely weighed, and most seriously deliberated upon 
them, as their importance to this and the other states 
and to posterity deserves ; and considering also the 
pressing necessity of completing the union as a mea- 
sure essential to the preservation of the independence 
and safety of the said states-r- 

Do vote and resolve, and it is voted and resolved, 
iThat the honourable Stephen Hopkins, esquire, Wil- 
liam Ellery, esquire, and Henry Marchant, esquire, the 
delegates to represent this state in Congress, or any 
one of them, be, and they are hereby fully authorized 
and empowered, on the part and behalf of this state, 
to accede to and sign the said articles of confederation 
and perpetual union, in such solemn form and manner 
as Congress shall think best adapted to a transaction 
so important to the present and future generations: 
Provided that the same be acceded to by eight of the 
other states. And in case any alterations in, or addi- 
tions to, the said articles of confederation and perpe- 
tual union shall be made by nine of the said states ia 
Congress assembled, that the said delegates, or any 



one^tbem, b^amltbtyare her^hy W^^^f^d and 
fimpowered, in like manner to accede to and sign the 
said articles of confed^ratjw ai^ perpetual union, 
vUh 4Jbe altenatiooft and additfoo^ Uiat f^H bci so 
made* 

It is further voted and resolfedt That ibis assem* 
bly will and do bereby^ in behalf of the said sii^ie o( 
Kbode Island and Providence Plantations, in the most 
solonn vianner. pledge the faith of the said state to 
bold and consider the acts of the said delegates, or 
any 000 of them« in so acceding to and signing the 
said articles of confederation and perpetual union, m 
valid and binding upon the »ai4 state in all fu^ui^ 
time. 

And it is further voted and resolved, That a fair 
copy of this act be made and authenticated under the 
publick seal of this state, with the signature of his ex- 
cellency the goVemour, and be transmitted to the dele- 
gates ; and that the same shall be suiScient warrant 
and authority to the said delegates, or any one of tbemt 
for tbe- purposes aforesaid. 

A true copy duly examined. 
Witness. 

Henkt Ward, Secretary. 



CONNECTICUT. 



At a gmeral aisembly of the governour and compa- 
ny of ibo «tate of Conaecticut, boidea at HartfcMrd, 
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by ftdfoanimeht, on the twelfth day 6f February, 

1778. 

The artieks of confederation and perpetual nnion 
proposed by Congress to be entered into by the tbir* 
teen United States of America, being laid before this 
a^s^mbiy by hid etoelleocy the gorvernour, were read 
and nratnally considered : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the delegates Of ^hls state, Urbo shall 
bt present in Congress, be^ and they are hereby fully 
atithoriaed and empowered, in behalf of this state, to 
agiree to, and ratify the said articles of Confederation 
with such amendments, if any be, as by them, in con- 
junction of the delegates of the other states in Congress 
^hall be thought proper. 

A true copy of record. 

Examined by 

GEORGE WYLLYS, Secretary- 



NSW YORK. 

The people of the State of New York, one of the 
United States of America, by the grace of God free 
and independent, to their* brethren of the other of 
the said States in Congress assembled, and to all 
others who shall see these our letters patent, send 
Greeting : 

Khow tk, That amoofg the acts of our senate and 
ftsscmUy of our Jtld state we bare inspeoied a certain 
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act of the said senate and assembly, the tenor whereof 
is as foliows, to wit : 

^ An act of accession to and approbation of certain 
'^ proposed articles of confederation and perpetual 
'^ union between the United States of America, and to 
*^ authorize the delegates of the state of New York to 
^ratify the same on the part and behalf of this state in 
*^ the Congress of the said United States. 

^^Whereas the freedom, sovereignty and indepen- 
'* dence of the said states, which with a magnanimity, 
" fortitude, constancy and love of liberty, hitherto un- 
" paralleled, they have asserted and maintained against 
^^ their cruel and unrelenting enemies, the kipg and 
'^ parliament of the realm of Great Britian, will, for 
^^ their lasting and unshaken security in a great mea- 
^^ sure depend, under God, on a wise and well concert- 
^^ ed, intimate and equal confederation of the United 
'^^ States: 

*^ And whereas the honourable the Congress of the 
^^ said United States have transmitted, for the consl- 
^ deration of the legislature of this state, and for rati- 
'^fication, in case they should approve of the same, 
*Uhe following articles of confederation, to wit: 
[Here the articles are recited verbatim.] 

^^ And whereas the senate and assembly of this state 
<^ of New York in legislature convened, have separately 
<^ taken the said articles of confederation into their re- 
<< spective, most deliberate, and mature consideratioDi 
^< and by their several and respective resolutions, de* 
^' liberately made and entered into for the purpose, 
^^have fully and entirely approved of the same. In 
^( order, therefore, that such approval may be pub- 



tTI9Ty CONFEDERATION. 4^ 

'' lished, and made known to the whole world, with aH 
^^ the solemnities of law; and that all the subjects of 
^^ this state and others inhabiting and residing therein 
"from time to time, and at all times thereafter, as 
^' long as the said confederation shall subsi&t and en- 
" dure, may be bound by and held to the due obser- 
" vance of the said articles of confederation as a law 
" of this state, if the same shall be duly ratified by aH 
^^ the said United States in Congress assembled : 

^' Be it enacted and declared by the people of the 
'* state of New York, represented in the senate and 
^^ assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
^^ of the same, That the said several above recited ar^^ 
" tides of confederation, and all and singular the 
" clauses, matters and things in the same contained^ be 
'' and the same are hereby fully accepted, received,. 
'^ and approved of^ for and in behalf of the people o£ 
" this state. 

" And to the end that the same may, with air due 
" form and solemnity be ratified and confirmed by this 
" state ki Congress^ 

<' Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
" That the delegates of this state in the said Congress 
" of the United States of America, or any two of the 
'^ said delegates, shall be, and hereby are fully autho- 
" rized, empowered and required wholly, entirely and 
" absolutely, for and in behalf of the people of this 
^ state, and in such manner under such formalities as 
" shall be determined in Congress, to ratify and con- 
" firm all and every of the said above recited articles 
" of confederation, and all and singular the clauses^ 
'^ matters and things in the same contained ; and that 
VOL* u 52. 
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^^an exemplification of this act, tested bjr hU eiceN 
^ lency the governoul: br the lieutenant gorernoui'y or 
" president of the senate of the state for the time bein^, 
*^ administering the government, and antbenticated 
<< with the great seal of this state, shall be full and 
^< conclusive evidence bf this ^ct. Provided always, 
^^ that nothing in this aot^ or the said above recited 
^ articles of confederation contained, nor any act, 
'' matter or thing to be done and transacted by the 
^'delegates of this state in Coiigress in and concern- 
^' ing the premises, or any part thereof, shall bind or 
^' oblige, or be deemed^ construed or esteemed to bind 
'^ or oblige the government, legislatut'e, people. Sab'- 
'^ jects, inhabitants or residents of this state^ until the 
*' said above recited articles have been duly ratified 
^' and confirmed by or in behalf bf all the said United 
^' Stdtes in Congress assembled, any thing herein, or in 
^' the said above recited articles of confederation Con^ 
'^ tained to the contrary thereof in any wise notwith- 
*^ standing*'^ 

At the bottom of which act, we find the following 
certificate, to wit : 

" In senate, Thursday, January 29> 1778. This 
*'' bill having been read three times, Rei»olVed, Thai the 
^^ bill do pass. By order of the senate. Pierris Van 
^< Cortland, president. In assembly, Taesday, Febra<- 
<' ^ry 3, 1778. This bill having been read three tinnes^ 
^< Resolved, That the bill do pass. By Order of the 
" assembly. Walter Livingston, speaker*^' 

And On the back of the said bill we find the follow** 
ing endorsement in writing, to wit : 
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^^ In the council for revising all bills about to be 
'^ passed into laws by the legislature of the state of 
" New York, on Friday, lh*e 6th day of February, 1778, 
^ Resolved, That it does not appear improper to this 
*' council that the bill entitled ' An act of accession to 
" and approbation of certain proposed articles of con- 
^^ federation and perpetual union between the United 
^' States of America, and to authoriee the delegates of 
** the state of New York to ratify the same on the 
*^ part |ind behalf of this state in the Congress of the 
^ United States,' should become a law of this state. 
** George Clinton." 

In testimony whereof we the said people of the 
^tate of New York, have caused the said act of our 
said senate and assembly to be exemplified by these 
presents ; and our great seal of our said state to be 
faereuotQ appended. Witness, our trusty and well 
beloved George Clinton, esquire, our governour of 
pur said state, general and commander in chief of 
all the militia, and admiral of our navy of the same, 
the sixteenth day of February, in the second year of 
of our independence and sovereignty, and in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight. 

GEORGE CLINTON. 
By His Excellency's command. 

Richard Hatfield, Secretary. 
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PENNSTLVANU. 

The Representatives of the Freemen of the CommoQ* 
wealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, 
to the Honourable Benjamin Franklin, Doctor of 
Laws, Robert Morris, Esq., Daniel Roberdeau, 
Esq., Jonathan B. Smith, Esq., James Smith, Esq., 
of Yorktown, William Clingan, Esq., Joseph Reed, 
Esq., Delegates for the said Commonwealth in the 
Congress of the United States of America, send 
Greeting. 

Know ye. That we the said representatives, having 
taken into our most serious and weighty consideration 
and deliberation, the articles of confederation between 
tlie states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,-Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 
, and Georgia, lately transmitted to us by the honourable 
Henry Laurens., Esq. president of the said Congress, 
do by this present instrument, signed by our speaker, 
and sealed with the seal of the laws of this common- 
wealth, accede to, ratify, confirm and agree to the said 
^articles ; which said articles are as follow, to wit: 
[Here the articles are recited verbatim.] 

And we the said representatives do hereby autho- 
rize, empower, require and enjoin you the said Benja- 
min Franklin, Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, Jo- 
nathan B. Smith, James Smith, William Clingan and Jo- 
seph Reed, or any two of you, in the name of the said 
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eomtBODwealth of Peimsylvania, to accede to, ratify, 
confirm and agree to the said articles of confederation. 
In testimony whereof, we have canted the seal of the 
laws of Pennsylvania to be hereunto affixed, in gene- 
ral assembly, at Lancaster, the fifth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-eight. 

JOHN BAYARD, Speaker. 
Seal appended. 



VIRGINIA. 

In General Assembly, Dec. 15, 1778. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That a speedy rati- 
cation of the articles of confederation between the 
United States of America will confound the devices of 
their foreign, and frustrate the machinations of their 
domestick enemies, encourage their firm friends, and 
fix the wavering, contribute much to the support of 
their publick credit, and the restoration of the value 
of their paper money, produce unanimity in their coun- 
cils at home, and add weight to their negotiations 
abroad ; and, completing the independence of their 
country, establish the best foundation of its prospe- 
rity. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the articles 
of confederation and perpetual union proposed by 
Congress, the 7th day of November last, between the 
states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 
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York, Nmt JeiMy, PttMMylr mm, Oelawit «, MMy- 
Iftttd, Virginia, North Catidlmt, Sautti Carolioa ami 
Georgia, and r efomd for j^ppisolMklktt to ihe^conaid^^ 
ration of ibe aereial i^gisbdiirca of tbt said states, be 
approved and ratified on ihe part of tbi$ common- 
wealtli ; and that our deletes in Congress be accord- 
ingly authorized and instructed to ratify the same, in 
the name and on the behalf of this commonwealth; and 
that they attend for that purpose on or before the tenth 
day of March next, 

ARCHIBALD CARY, Speaker of 
the Senate. 

G. WYTH£^ Speaker of the House 
of Delegates. 



NORTH CAROUNA. 

State of North Carolina. In Senate, April 25, 1773. 
To His Excellency Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain 
General^ Governour and Commander in Chief, &c. 
&c. 

SIR, 

The two houses of the general assembly have taken 
into consideration the confederacy proposed to the 
United States by the continental Congress ; and have 
unanimously acceded thereto 5 and request your ez- 
celleocy will be pleased (0 inform the President of the 
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continental Congress thereof hf the earlieM oppor- 
tunity, ^ . . 

WHITMILL HILL, S. S. 

JOHN WILLIAMS, S, C. 
By order. 

J. SITGREAVES, C. S. 



SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Jn the General Assembly, the fourth day of 
February, 1778, 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the delegates 
of this stat^ in the continental Congress* or any three 
of them, be and they are hereby authorized, on the 
part of this state, to agree to, and ratify articles of con** 
federation between the United States of America. 

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution be sent ta 
the honourable the legislative council, for their con- 
currence, and to his excellency the president for his 
assent. 

By order of the House. 

THOMAS BEE, Speaker. 

In the Legislative Council, the fifth day of 
February, 1778. 

Read the foregoing resolution of the general assem- 
bly. Resolved, That this house do concur with the 
general assembly in the said resolution. 

Ordered, That it be sent to his excellency the pre- 
sident for bis assent. 
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Attended to, February 5, 1778. 

J. RUTLEDGE. 

By order of the House* 

HUGH RUTLEDGE, Speaker. 



GEORGIA. 

House of Assembly, Thursday, February 26, 1778. 
The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole house to take into consideration the articles of 
confederation and perpetual union ; and after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Whitefield from the committee of the whole 
repeated, they had taken the: said articles into consi- 
deration, and gone through the same, and made 
several amendments thereto, which were read and 
agreed to. 

Extract from the minutes. 

GEORGE CUTHBERT, Clerk. 

Report of the Amendments to the Articles of Con- 
federation and perpetual Union. 

Article iv. 4th page, 4th line, add the words 
<' white inhabitants.'^ 6th line, between the words. 
'' vagabonds and," add ^' all persons who refuse to 
*' bear arms in defence of the state to which they be- 
" long, and all persons who have been, or shall be at- 
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'^ tainted and judged guilty of high treason in any of 
" the United States." 

Article ix. 20th page, 20th line, between the 
words ^ emitted to," add, *' and the expenditure of 
" the same." 

AftTicLC XI. 25tb page, between the words ^' Cana- 
*< da acceding" add, '^ and the colonies of East and 
« West Florida." 

A true copy from the original, taken the 24th May, 
and examined by 

GEORGE CUTHBERT, C. H. A. 

House of Assembly, Thursday, February 26, 1778. 

Resolved, That the delegates for this state be au- 
thorized and required to lay before the general Con- 
gress of the United States, the several alterations pro- 
posed and agreed upon by this house this day in the 
articles of confederation, and that Ihey do use their 
ricertions to have such alterations agreed to and coq- 
firt^ed in Congress. 

Resolved, That in case all or none of such altera- 
tions shall be agreed to and confirmed in Congress, 
that then, and notwithstanding, they be empowered 
and required in behalf of this state, to sign, ratify and 
confirm the several articles of the confederation re- 
commended to the respective legislatures of the United 
States by Congress, or any other plan of a general 
confederation which shall be agreed upon by nine of 
Uie United States* 

GEORGE CUTHBERT, Clerk. 

VOL. I. '53 
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THURSDAY, JULY, 9, 1778. 

Resolved, That in the ratification of the articles of 
confederation to be signed by the delegates, the fol- 
lowing words to be omitted, to wit: "Which articles 
^' were by Congress proposed to the legislatures of all 
" the United States, to be considered ; and if approved 
^' of by them, they are advised to authorize their dele- 
'^ gates to ratify the same in the Congress of the 
** United States." 

The ratification of the articles of confederation, en- 
grossed on a roll of parchment, being laid before Con- 
gress, was examined ; and the blanks in the third line 
from the bottom being filled up at the table with the 
words "ninth'' and "July," and the blank in the last 
line, with the word " third," the same was signed, on 
the part and in behalf of their respective states, by 
the delegates of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode I^and and Providence Plantations, Connecti* 
cut, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and South Ca- 
rolina, agreeably to the powers vested in them. 

The delegates of the state of New Jersey, Dela- 
ware and Maryland, informed Congress that they have 
not yet received powers to ratify and sign. 

North Carolina, whose legislature has ratified the 
articles of confederation, and the state of Georgia, were 
not at this time represented in Congress. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to prepare a circular letter to the states in this union 
that have not hitherto authorized their delegates in 
Congress to ratify the confederation, informing such 
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States how many and what states have already ratified 
the same ; and desiring that such states will, with all 
convenient despatch, authorize their delegates to 
ratify the confederation in the Congress of the United 
States. 

The members chosen — Mr. Lee, Mr. Dana, and 
Mr. G. Morris. 

FRIDAY, JULY 10, 1778. 

The committee appointed to prepare a circular let- 
ter to the states in this uniop who have not hitherto 
authorized their delegates to ratify the confederation, 
brought in a draft, which being read and amended, 
was agreed to as follows : 

SIR, 

Congress, intent upon the present and future secu- 
rity of these United States, has never ceased to con- 
sider a confederacy as the great principle of union, 
which can alone establish the liberty of America, and 
exclude for ever the hopes of its enemies. Influenced 
by considerations so powerful, and duly weighing the 
difficulties which oppose the expectation of any plan 
being formed that can exactly meet the wishes and ob- 
tain the approbation of so many states, difiering essen- 
tially in various points, Congress have, after mature 
deliberation, agreed to adopt without amendments the 
confederation transmitted to the several states for their 
approbation. The states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania^ Virgi- 
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Ilia, North Carolina and South Carolina, ba¥« ratified 
the same, and it remains only with your state, whb 
those of to conclude the glorious compact, 

which, by uniting the wealth, strength, and councils of 
the whole, may bid defiance to external violence and 
interoal dissensions, whilst it secures the publkk credit, 
both at home and abroad. 

Congress is willing to hope, that the patriotism and 
good sense of your state will be influenced by motives 
so important ; and they request, sir, that you will be 
pleased to lay this letter before the legislature of 
in order that, if (hey judge it proper, 
their delegates may be instructed to ratify the. con- 
federation with aU convenient despatch ; trusting to 
future deliberations to make such aherati<>n8 and 
amendments, as experience may show to be expedient 
afid just. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

TUESDAY, JULY 21, 1778. 

Pursuant to the powers in them vested, the delegates 
of North Carolina signed the ratification of the con- 
federation, in behalf of that state. 

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 1778. 

Pursuant to the powers in them vested, the dele- 
gates of Georgia signed the ratification of the confede* 
ration. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1778. 

NEW JERSEY." 

Mr. Witherspooii, a delegate from the state of New 
Jersey, attended and laid before Congress powers to 
the delegates of that state to ratify the confederatioD, 
which were read as follows : 

By His ExceUency A^HUiam Livingston, Esquire, Govemour, Cap- 

^in General and Commander in Chief, in and over the State 

[L.8.3 of New Jersey and Territories thereunto belonging. Chancel* 

lor and Ordinary in tbe i 



To all to whom these presents shall come — Greeting. 

Know ts, That among the records in the secreta* 
i:y's office in the state of New Jersey, there is a certain 
instrument of writing, purporting to be an act of the 
council and general assembly of the said state^ which 
said act is contained in the words and tenor here fot^ 
lowing, to wit : 

*' An act to authorize and empower the delegates of 
^' the state of New Jersey in Congress to subscribe 
^^ and ratify the articles of confederation and perpe* 
'^ tual union between the several states* 

*^ Whereas articles of confederation and perpetual 
'* union between the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
^^ chusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
*^ tibns, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
" vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroli-' 
*^ na, South Carolina and Georgia, signed in the Con- 
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*^ gress of the said states by the honourable Henry 
^ Laurens, esquire, their President, have been laid 
^* before the legislature of this state, to be ratified by 
*' the same, if approved : And whereas not withstand- 
*' ing the terms of the said articles of confederation 
^^ and perpetual union are considered as in divers 
'^ respects unequal and disadvantageous to this state, 
** and the objections to several of the said articles 
^^ lately stated and sent to the general Congress afore- 
'' said, on the part of this state, are still viewed as 
** just and reasonable, and sundry of them as of the 
*' most essential moment to the welfare and happiness 
" of the good people thereof; yet, under the full con- 
-^^ viction of the present necessity of acceding to the 
^^ confederacy proposed, and that every separate and 
*^ detached state interest ought to be postponed to 
^' the general good of the union *, and moreover, in 
*' firm reliance that the candour and justice of the 
<( several states will, in due time, remove as far as 
<^ possible the inequality which now subsists : 

^' Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the council and general 
'< assembly of this state, and it is hereby enacted by 
** the authority of the same, That the honourable John 
<^ Witherspoon, Abraham ': Clark, Nathaniel Scudder 
** and Elias Boudinot, esquires, delegates representing 
*' this state in the Congress of the United States, or 
" any one or more of them, be and they are hereby 
^' authorized, empowered and directed, on behalf of 
^' this state, to subscribe and ratify the said articles of 
^' confederation and perpetual union between the states. 
<( aforesaid. 
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" Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
^' rity aforesaid, That the said articles of confedera- 
^^ tion and perpetual union, so as aforesaid subscribed 
"and ratified, shall thenceforth become conclusive as 
" to this state, and obligatory thereon. 

" Council Chamber, November 19, 1778. 

'^ This bill having been three times read in Council, 
" Resolved, That the same do pass. 
" By order of the House. 

»W. LIVINGSTON, President. 

" House of Assembly, November 20, 1778. 
*' This bill having been three times read in the House 
" of Assembly, 
" Resolved, That (he same do pass. 
** By order of the House. 

« CALEB CAMP, Speaker pro tcm.^' 

All which, by the tenor of these presents, I have 
caused to be exemplified. 

In testimony whereof the great seal of the said state 
of New Jersey is hereunto afiixed, at Trenton, the 
20th day of November, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, 
and in the third year of the independence of 
the United States of America. 

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON. 

By His Excellency'js command. 

Bowes Reed, Secretary. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1778. 

la porimiice of the powers to ihem granted, the 
delegates of New Jersey signed the ratification of the 
articles 6f confederation and perpetoal union. 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1779. 
DELAWARE. 

Mr. M^Kean, a delegate for Delaware, laid before 
Congress the following instrument, empowering the 
delegates of that state, or any of them, to ratify and 
sign the articles of confederation. 

His Excellency Cesar Rodney, Esqtdre, President, Captain Gene« 
ral and Commander in CHef of <he Delaware State, to all to 
whom these Presents shall come^Greeting. 

Know te, That among the records remaining in the 
rolls office in the Delaware state, there is a certain in-* 
strument of writing, purporting to be an act of the gene- 
ral assembly of the said state, which said act is con- 
taioed in the words and tenor bere following, to wit : 

Anno Millesimo Septengentesimo Septuagesimo nono. 

'* An act to authorize and empower the delegates of the 
<^ Delaware state to subscribe and ratify the articles 
^^ of confederation aitd perpetual union between the 
^' several states. 



^< Wber«liii AHibleft df tbnfiddef ^tioh and perpetual 
^«iln{6tl bfetwe^b ihh states of Nisw Hbti^pshire, Massa- 
*' chasetts Bay, Rhode Island and ProVidehee Planta- 
**Hohs,€<»nedtitttlt, NfeW Yt5ii*ki New Jei^8ey,t*cnn8yl- 
^ tartta, Del^twar^, Marjlahd, Virginia, North Carol!- 
<' Ad, South CaiDlina, ahd Oeoi^ia, signed in the 
'^ general Congress of the said states, by the honoura- 
*' ble Henry Laurens, esquihe^ their then President, 
^^have been laid before the legislature of this state, 
*^ to be ratified by the same, if approved : And 
" whereas notwithstanding the terms of the articles of 
^^ confederation and perpetual uhion are considered as 
^* in divers respects unequal and disadvantageous to 
*^ this state \ and the objections stated on the part of 
*^ this state are viewed as just and reasonable, and 
^< of great moment to the welfare and happiness of the 
'( good people thereof; yet, under the full conviction 
'' of the present necessity of acceding to the present 
^/ confederacy proposed, and that the interest of parti- 
'' cular states ought to be postponed to the general 
^' good of the union ; and moreover, in firm reliance 
'' that the candour and justice of the several states 
^' will in due time remove as far as possible the ob- 
" jectionable parts thereof: 

" Be it enacted by the general assembly of Dela- 
'' ware, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
^the same, That the honourable John Dickinson, 
^' Nicholas Van Dyke, and Tbeoias M^Kean, esquires, 
« delegates appoihted to represent this state in Con- 
^' gress, or any one or more of them, be, and they 
^^ hereby are authorized, empowered and directed, on 
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^^ behalf of this state, to subscribe and ratify the said 
*^ articles ,of confederation and perpetual union be- 
*^ tween the several states aforesaid. 

>' And be it further enacted by the autbori^r afore^ 
^ said, That the .said articles of confederation and 
" perpetual union, so as aforesaid subscribed and ratifi- 
^ ed, shall thenceforth become obligatory on this state. 

*^ Signed by order of the House of Assembly. 

« NICHOLAS VAN DYKE, Speaker. 

" Signed by order of the Council. 

^'THOMAS COLLINS, Speaker. 

« Passed at Dover, February 1, 1779.'' 

All which, by the tenor of these presents,! have 
caused to be exemplified. 

In testimony whereof, the great seal of the Dela- 
ware state is hereunto affixed, at Dover, the sixth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, and in 
the third year of the {ndependence of the United 
States of America. 

CESAR RODNEY. 

fiy His Excellency's command* 
James Booth, Secretary* 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1779. 

4n pursuance of the powers vested in him, Hr. 
M'Kean, a delegate of the state of Delaware, signed 
and ratified the articles ^f confederation in behalf ot 
ibatJtate. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 177^; 

The delegate of Delaware laid before Congress sun- 
dry resolutions passed by the council of that state, 
January 23, 1 7 79^ respecting the articles of confede- 
ration and perpetual union, and concurred in by the* 
house of amembly, January 28^ 1779, previous to their, 
passing a law to empower their delegates to sign and 
ratify the said articles of confederation and perpetual, 
union. 

On which it was moved, that the same be filed r Tc^ 
which it was moved, as an amendment, to add, ^^ Pro* 
'^ vided, that it shall never be considered as^ admitting^ 
^any claim by the same set up or intended to be set up.'^ 

On this amendment the yeasiand nays' being requir-^ 
edbyMr/Ellery— 

New Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, Ay. ) . . 
Mr. Frost, Ay. 5^^*^ 

Blassachusetts, Mr. S. Adams, Ay.> 

Mr. LoveU, Ay. v Ar. 

Mr. Hohen, Ay. J 

Rhode Isbnd, Mr. EUery, Ay. \ k^ 

Mr. Collin*, Ay.^^^^ 

Connecticut, Mr. Root, Ay. ^x 



New York, Mr. Jay, 

Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Lewis, 



Ay.\ 
Ay.j 
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New Jerseyi 
Pennsylvania, 

Dela\|psare, 

Sjlaryland, 

Virginia, 



Mr. Witberspoon, No. 
Mr* Frelingbausen, No. 






Nor^ Carolina, 



South Caroti(i9, 



Mr. Clingan, 
Air, AOte, 

Mr. Searle, 

Mv. M«Kean, 

Mr. Paca, 
Mr. Henry, 

Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr, F. Ij. Lee, 
Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. 6»iffin, 
Mr» R* His h»», 
Mr, Nelaop, 

Mi>. Pena, 
Mr. Burke, 



Ay. 

Ay-J 



^9. yvo. 



No. 
No 



Ay, 

Ay 
Ay 
Ay. 

Ay, 



: W 



Ay. ^y. 



Mr, Drayton, 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

On the question, 

Resolve^ That the paper |i(id before Congress* by 
the delegate from Delaware and read, be filed ; pro* 
vided, that }t sball never be oonstdered as admitting 
any claim by the same set up or intended to be set 
up. 

The pap^ is as follows, viz^ 

In th^ Qouncil, Saturday, January 23, 1779. p. m. 

The council having resum^ the consideration of the 
committee^s report on the articles of confederation and 



pi^p^tv.^} ^dlo^^Q, c^QiQ to th^ following renohitifms 
therein : 

R^pJv^d, That this «tete thmfe ii nece^wry fpr tb^ 
p^c0 aod &a»f#ty of (hq M«t4& to be inctaded in the 
union ; that a imKleF^t,e 9^tQPt of limits should be a^* 
silked for sooh of tboae ptt^^tei a$ claim to the Alisais- 
^ppi or So«^b S?a } ^nd i^t ifee UftU?d States in Cop- 
gre$8 as^embledi aboutd and opght to hare (be power 
of fii^jng their w^iem Hwitf . 

Hesplyed alio^ That thi$ state consider tbemse)y08» 
justly ^nUtled to a right, in common with the members 
of the union, ta that extensive tract oif country which 
lieft to the westward of the frontiers of the United States, 
thQ pi^operty of which wa9 not vested in, or granted to,, 
ii>dividnaU at the comoiencement of the pf e^ent war : 
That the same natb been, qr may be, gained, from the 
ki<)g of Great Britain, or the native Indians^ by the 
blood and treasure of all, and ought therefore |o be a 
coQ[ii»kOix e^tate^ to be granted out on terms beneficial 
to the United Statues. 

Re%^ved 5^0, That the courts of law estaWisbed 
irithta tbi». iitale ar^ competent for tbe purpose of de- 
tofwouig a,U controversies concerning the private right 
qf 4ailr ^iined within th^ ^me ; and they now, and at 
siU time9 heire^fterf ouightto have cogtuzance of all sach 
contrO'Vieffaie*: That the indetenninate provision pro- 
posed ia the ninth aptide of the confederation for de- 
ciding upon controversies that may arise about some 
of those private rights of soil tends to take away such 
cognizance, and is contrary to the declaration of 
rights of this state ; and therefore ought to receive an 
alteration. 
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Tbe council) then, taking into consideration the 
strong and earnest recommendations of Congress fefth*^ 
with to accede to the prejent plan of confederacy, 
and the probable disadvantages that may attend the 
further delaying a ratification thereof — 

Resolved, That notwithstanding the terms of the ar^ 
tides of confederation aforesaid are considered as in 
divers respects unequal and disadvantageous to this 
state, and the objections in the report of the committee 
of this house, and the resolves made thereon, are view- 
ed as just and reasonable, and of great moment to the 
welfai^eahd happiness of the good people thereof ; yetj 
under the full conviction 9f the present necessity of ac- 
ceding to the confederacy proposed, and in firm, re- 
liance that the candour and justice of the several states 
will in due time remove as far as possible the objec- 
tionable parts thereof, the delegates appointed to rep- 
resent this state in Congress, or any one or more of 
them, be authorized, empowered and directed, on be- 
half of this state, to subscribe and ratify the said ar- 
ticles of confederation and perpetual union betlreen the 
several states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations^ Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina^ 
and Georgia; and that the said articles, whensosub^ 
scribed and ratified, shall be obligatory on this state* 

Extract from the Minutes. 

BENJAMIN VINING, Clerk of the CounciL 
Sent for concurrence. 
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In Hoose^f Assembly, Thmrsday, Jan. 38, 1779r 

Tim foregoing reisdlutions being read three times, 
and considered, are concurred in. 

NICHOLAS VAN DYKE, Speaker. 

I do hereby certify that the above and foregoing to 
be a true extract from the minutes of the council. 

BENJAMIN VINING, Clerk of the Council. 

THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1779. 

The delegates of Virginia laid before Congress cer^ 
tain powers and instructions to them given by the 
general assembly of their state, which were read and 
are as follows : 

In General Assembly, Saturday, Dec. 19, 1778. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente. That our delegates 
in Congress be instructed to propose to Congress that 
they recommend to each of the states named as par* 
iies in the articles of confederation heretofore laid 
l)efore and' ratified by this assembly, that they autbo* 
rize their delegates in Congress to ratify the said ar- 
ticles, together with the de^gates of so many other of 
the said states as shall be willing, so that the same 
ishall be for ever binding on the states so ratifying, not- 
withstanding that a part of those named shall decline 
to ratify the same ; allowing, nevertheless, to the said 
states so declining, either a given or indefinite time, 



as td Cdngresd ftfaati sftMr t>elt, fin* 4l06e4iig to tbe 
said confederation, aad making (bemMlvea ihareby 
members of the Unions 

Resolved, nemine GootradiceRle) Thai our said de- 
legates now in office, or hereafter to be appointed, be 
authorized and required, and are hereby authorized 
and required, to ratify the said articles of confederation 
on the part of this commonwealth, with so many of the 
other states named in them as parties, as shall on their 
part ratify the 'same. 

Test. A. CAKY;S*S. 

B. HARRISON, S. S- 

In pursuance of the above powers and instructions, 
the said delegates moved in the words following : 

" Whereas it is of the greatest importance to the 
^'safety, honour^ and interest of the United States 
'^ named as parties in the confederation,' that they aa- 
" ihorize their delegates in Congress to ratify the same, 
" on or before the , day of next, in con- 

*' junction with the delegates of so many other of the 
^' said slates as shall be willing ; to the end that the 
'* same may be thenceforward for ever binding on the 
" slates so ratifying, notwithstanding that a part of 
*• those named shall decline to ratify the same.'* 

The delegates of Virginia then delivered in a paper 
signed by them in the words following : 

" In consequence of the foregoing instructions and 
*^ powers to us given, we do hereby declare, that we 
^^ are ready and willing to ratify the confederation 
^^ with any one or more slates named therein, so that 
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^ tbe same shall be for ever binding apoii Ifae state of 

" Virginia. 

•* (Signed) « MEREWETHER SMITH, 

"CYRUS GRIFFIN, 
"RICHARD HENRY LEE, 
"WILLIAM FLEMING." 



FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1779. 

HARTLAITD. 

The delegates of Maryland informed Congress, that 
they have received instructions respecting the articles 
of confederation which they are directed to lay before 
Congress, and have entered on their journals. The 
instructions being read, are as follows : 

Instructions of the General Assembly of Maryland, to 
George Plater, William Paea, William CarmichaeJ, 
John Henry, James Forbes, and Daniel of St. 
Thomas Jenifer, Esquires. 

OBNtLBMKK, 

Having conferred «pon you a trust of the highest na- 
Uire, it is evidei^ we place great confidence in your in- 
tegrity, abiUtieB and zeal to promote tbe general welfare 
of tbe United States, and the particular interest of this 
state, where the latter is not incompatible with the for- 
mer ; but to add greater weight to your proceedings in 
Congress, and take away all suspicion that the opinions 
yon there deliver and the votes you give may be the 
VOL« I. B5 
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mere opinions of individuals) and not resQlting from 
your knowledge of the sense and deliberate judgment of 
the state you represent, we think it our duty to instruct 
as followeth on the subject of the confederation, a sub- 
ject in which, unfortunately, a supposed difference of 
interest has produced an almost equal division of sen- 
timents among the several states composing the union. . 
We say a supposed difference of interests ; for if local 
attachments ^hd prejudices, and the avarice and ambi- 
tion of individuals, would give way to the dictates of a 
sound policy, founded on the principles of justice (and 
no other policy but what is founded on those immuta- 
ble principles deserves to be called sound) we flatter 
ourselves, this apparent diversity of interests would 
soon vanish, and all the slates would confederate on 
terms mutually advantageous to ail ; for they would 
then perceive that no other confederation than one so 
formed can be lasting. Although the pressure of im- 
mediate calamities, the dread of their continuance from 
the appearance of disunion, and some other peculiar 
circumstances, may have induced some states to accede 
to the present confederation, contrary to their own in- 
terests and judgments, it requires no great share of 
foresight to predict, that when those causey- cease to 
operate, the states which -have thus acceded to the 
confederation will consider it as no longer binding, and 
will eagerly embrace the first occasion of asserting 
their just rights, and securing their independeace. Is 
it possible tbat.those states who are ambitiously grasp- 
ing at territories, to which in our judgment they have 
not the least shadow, of exclusive right, will use with 
greater moderation the increase of wealth and power 
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derived from those territories, when acquired, than, 
what they have displayed in (heir endeavours to acquire 
them? We think not. We are convinced the same 
spirit which hath prompted them to insist on a claim so 
extravagant, so repugnant to every principle of justice,, 
so incompatible with the general welfare of all the 
states, will urge them on to add oppression to injustice. 
If they should not be incited by a superiority of wealth 
and strength to oppress by open force their less weal- 
thy and less powerful neighbours ; yet depopulation 
and consequently the impoverishment of those states 
will necessarily follow, which, by an unfair construc- 
tion 'of the confederation, may be stripped of a com- 
mon interest, and the common benefits derivable from 
the western country. Suppose, for instance, Virginia 
indisputably possessed of the extensive and fertile 
country to which she has set up a claim, what would 
be the probable consequences to Maryland of such an 
undisturbed and undisputed possession ? They cannot 
escape the least discerning, 

Virginia, by selling on the most moderate terms a 
small proportion of the lands in question, would draw 
into .her treasury vast sums of money ; and in propor- 
tion fo the sums arising from such sales, would be ena- 
bled to lessen her taxes* Lands comparatively cheap, 
and taxes comparatively low, with the lands and taxes 
of an adjacent state, would quickly drain the state thus 
disadvantageously circumstanced of its most useful in- 
habitants ; its wealth and its consequence in the scale 
of the confederated states would sink of course. A 
claim BO injurious to more than one half, if not to the 
whole of the United States, ought to be supported by 
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tke clearest evidence of the right. Yet what eridett- 
cet of that right have been produced ? What argu* 
m^ts alleged in support either of the evidence or the 
right ? None that we have heard of deserving a seri^ 
OQ8 refutation* 

It has been said, that some of the delegates of a 
neighbouring state have declared their opinion of the 
impracticability of governing the extensive dominion 
claimed by that state. Hence also the necessity was 
admitted of dividing its territory, and erecting a new 
state under the auspicies and direction of the elder, 
from whom no doubt it would receive its form of go- 
vernment, to whom it would be bound by some alliance 
or confederacy, and by whose councils it wodd be in- 
fluenced. Such a measure, if ever attempted, would 
Certainly be opposed by the other states as inconsis* 
tent with the letter and spirit of the proposed confede-' 
ration. Should it take place by establishing a subcon** 
fcderacy, imperium in imperio, the state possessed of 
this extensive dominion must then either submit to all 
the inconveniences of an overgrown and unwieldly go« 
vernment, or suffer the authority of Congress to inter- 
pose at a future time, and to lop off a part of its terrh* 
tory to be erected into a new and free state, and admit- 
ted into a confederation on such conditions as shall 
be settled by nine states. If it is necessary for the 
happiness and tranquillity of a state thus overgrown,that 
Congress should hereafter interfere and divide its t^* 
ritory, why is the claim to that territory now made, and 
so pertinaciously insisted on? We can suggest to our* 
selves but two motives ; either the declaration of re* 
lin^uishing at soma future period a proportion of the 
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country now contended for, was made to lull suspicion 
«i8leep, and to cover the designs of a secret ambition, or, 
if the thought was seriously entertained, the lands are 
now claimed to reap an immediate profit from the sale. 
We are convinced, policy and justice require, that a 
country unsettled at the commencement of this war, 
claimed by the British crown, and ceded to it by the 
treaty of Paris, if wrested from the common enemy by 
the blood and treasure of the thirteen states, should foe 
considered as a common property, subject to be par- 
celled out by Congress into free, convenient and inde- 
pendent governments, in such manner and at such times 
as the wisdom of that assembly shall hereafter direct. 

Thus convinced, we should betray the trust reposed 
in us by our constituents, were we to authorize you to 
ratify on their behalf the confederation, unless it be 
farther explained. We have coolly and dispassionate- 
ly considered the subject ; we have weighed probable 
inconveniences and hardships against the sacrifice of 
just and essential rights ; and do instruct you not to 
agree to the confederation, unless an article or article^ 
be added thereto in conformity with our declaration* 
Should we succeed in obtaining such article or articles, 
ihen you are hereby fully empowered to accede to the 
confederation. 

That these our sentiments respecting our confede- 
ration may be more publickly known, and more expli- 
citly and concisely declared, we have drawn up the 
annexed declaration, which we instruct you to lay be- 
fore Congress, to have it printed, and to deliver to each 
of the delegates of the other states in Congress assem- 
bled, copies thereof signed by yourselves, or by such 
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of you as may be present at the time of delivery ; to 
the intent and purpose that the copies aforesaid may 
be communicated to our brethren of the United States, 
and the contents of the said declaration taken into their 
serious and candid consideration* 

Also we desire and instruct you to movei at a proper 
time, that these instructions be read to Congress by 
their Secretary, and entered on the journals of Con- 
gress. 

We have spoken with freedom, as become free men ; 
and we sincerely wish that these our representations 
may make such an impression on that assembly as to 
induce them to make such addition to the articles of 
confederation as may bring about a permanent union. 

A true copy from the proceeding of December 15, 
1778. 

Test. T. DUCKETT, C. H. D. 

MAY 21, 1779. 

The delegates for the state of Connecliout laid be- 
fore Congress farther powers relative to the articles of 
confederation, which were read, and are as follows : 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT, ss. 

At a general assembly of the governour and company 
of the state of Connecticut, in America, holdeo at 
Hartford, by special order of the governour of said 
state, on Wednesday the seventh day of April, Anno 
Domini, 1779. [l. s.] 
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It appearing to this assembly to be essentially ne- 
cessary for the preservatiopi safety, independence and 
sovereignty of the United States of America, that the 
articles of ^confederation and perpetual onion be ac^^ 
ceded to, ralified and confirmed : And whereas all of 
the said states, except . Maryland, have agreed to and 
confirmed said articles of confederation ; and Maryland 
hath not acceded to said articles as drawn up, for rea- 
sons heretofore. published : And whereas the confede- 
ration of thirteen states may not be considered as obli- 
gatory on twelve states only : 

Resolved, That the delegates of this state in Con- 
gress be directed and empowered, and full power and 
authority is hereby given and granted to the said dele- 
gates, in the name and behalf of this state, to enter into, 
fatify, and confirm said articles of confederation and 
perpetual union with the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia, in the most full and ample manner : Al- 
ways provided, that the state of Maryland be not 
thereby excluded from acceding to said, confederation 
at any time hereafter. 

A true copy of record. 
Examined by 

GEORGE WYLLYS, Secretary. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1780. 

The oonfliilieet t<^ whom was referred the act of the 
leg^Iattire of the state of New York, entitled <' An act 
<^ lo facUitale the completion of the articles of ccmfede* 
*^ ratioo and perpetual nnion among the United Stales 
^ of America''-*^report, 

That havii^ met on the bosioessy but not being able 
to a^e to any resobition Ibereon, desiie to be dis- 
charged : which act is in the words following, viz* 

An act to facilitate the completion of the artides of 
confederafiioa and perpetual union among the 
United States of America. 

Whereas nothing ander divine Pravideitce can more 
^fedaaiiy contribute to the trancfriUity aud safety of 
tlie United States of America than a federal altianoe, 
on sacfa liberal principles as will give satisfaction to its 
respective membere : And whereas the articles of eon- 
feden^am and perpetual anion recommended by the 
honourable the Congress of the United States of Ame- 
rica faafve not proved acceptable to all the states, it hav- 
ing been conceived that a portion of the waste and un- 
cultivated territory, within the limits or elaims of cer- 
tain states, ought to be appropriated as a common fund 
for the expenses of the war: And the people of the 
state of New York, being on all occasions disposed to 
manifest their regard for their sister states, and their 
earnest desire to promote the general interest and se- 
curity ; and more especially to accelerate the federal 
alliance, by removing, as far as it depends upon them, 
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the beforementioned impediment to its final accom- 
plishment: 

Be it therefore enacted, by the people of the state 
of New York, represented in senate and assembly, 
and it is hereby enacted by the aotbority of the same, 
That it shall and may be lawful to and for the delegates 
of this state, in the honourable Congress of the United 
States of America, or the major part of such of them as 
shall be assembled in Congress, and they the said dele- 
gates or a major part of them, so assembled, are here- 
by fully authorized and empowered, for and on behalf 
of this state, and by proper and authentick acts or in- 
struments to limit and restrict the boundaries of this 
state, in the western parts thereof, by such line or lines, 
and in such manner and forin, as they shall judge to be 
expedient, either with respect to the jurisdiction as 
well as the right or pre-emption of soil, or reser,ving 
the jurisdiction in part, or in the whole, over the lands 
which may be ceded, or relinquished, with respect only 
to the right or pre-emption of the soil. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the territory which may be ceded or relinquished 
by virtue of this act, either with respect to the jurisdic- 
tion as well as the right or pre-emption of soil, or the 
right or pre-emption of soil only, shall be and enure for 
the use and benefit of such of the United States as shall 
become members of the federal alliance of the said 
states, and for no other use or purpose whatever. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That all the lands to be ceded and relinquished by vir- 
tue of this act, for the benefit of the United States, with 
respect to property, but which shall nevertheless re- 
rot, f. 56 
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imiin uader ike jurisdiction of this state, sbatl be l)i8«* 
posed of and appropriated in such manner only ds the 
Congress of the said states shall direct ; and that a i»lr- 
rant under the authority of Congress for surrey iog and 
laying out any part thereof, shall entitle the party in 
whose favouk* it shall issue to cause the same t6 be sut- 
v^d and laid out and returned, according to the di- 
rections of such warrant ; and thereupon letters patent 
under the great se^l of this state shall pass tt> the> 
grantee for the estate specified in the said warrant ;. 
for which no other fee or reward shall be demanded or 
received than such as shall be allowed by Congress. 

Provided always, and be it further ehacted by tkn 
authority aforesaid, That the trust repoaed by virti» 
of this act, shall not be executed by the delegates eC 
this state, unless at least three of the said detegates 
shall be present in Congress. 

STATE OF NEW YORK, ss. 
I do hereby certify that the aforegoing is a true copy 
of the original act passed the 19ih of February, 1780, 
and lodged in the secretary's office. 

ROBERT HARPUR, D'y. Sec'y. State. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, I78a 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee to whom were referred the instructions of 
the general assembly of Maryland to their delegates in 
Congress respecting the articles oif confederation, and 
the declaration therein referred to; the act of the le« 
gislature of New York on the same subject ; and the 
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TemoDstmnee of the general asdeoibly of Virgtaia--^ 
which report was agreed to, and is in the words foU 
lowing: 

Tt^ having duly considered the several matters to 
them submitted, they conceive it unnecessary to cia- 
mine into the merits or policy of the instructions ov 
declaration of the general assembly of Maryland, or|pf 
the remonstrances of the general fissembJy of Tirgiaia, 
as they involve questions, a discussion of which was 
declined, on mature consideration, when the articles of 
confederation were debated; nor, in the opinion of 
the committee, can such questions be now revived 
with any prospect of conciliation : That it appears^ 
more advisable to press upon these states which cai^ 
remove the embarrassments respecting the western^^ 
country, a liberal surrender of a portion of theiiv terri- 
torial claims, since they cannot be preserved entire"^ 
without endangering the stability of the general con- 
federacy ; to remind them how indispensably necessary 
it is to establish the federal union on a fixed and per- 
manent basis, and on principles acceptable to all its 
respective members ; how essential to pubtick credit 
and confidence, to the support of our army, to the vi- 
gour of our councils, and success of our measures, to- 
our tranquillity at home, our reputation abroad, to our 
very existence as a free, sovereign and independent 
people ; that we are fully persuaded the wisdom of the 
respective legislatures will lead them to a full and im- 
partial consideration of a subject so interesting to the- 
United States, and so necessary to the happy estab- 
lishment of the federal union ; that they are confirmed 
in these expectations by a view of the beforementioof^ 
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ed act of the legislature of New York, submitted to 
their consideration; that this act is expres&ly calcula- 
ted to accelerate the federal alliance by removing as 
far as depends on that state, the impediment arising 
from the western country, and for that purpiose to yield 
up a portion of territorial claim for the general benefit: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That copies of the several papers referred 
to the committee be transmitted, with a copy of the 
report, to the legislatures of the several states; and 
that it be earnestly recommended to these states who 
h^ve claims to the western country, to pass such laws, 
and give their delegates in Congress such powers, m 
may effectually remove the only obstacle to a frial 
ratification of the articles of confederation : And that the 
legislature of Maryland be earnestly requested to an- 
thorize their delegates in Congress to subscribe the said 
articles* 



DECEMBER 29, 1780. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to collect, and cause to be published, two hundred 
correct copies of the declaration of independence, the 
articles of confederation and perpetual union, tbe al- 
liances between these United States and his most 
christian majesty, with the constitutions or forms of 
government of the several states, to be bound together 
in boards* 

The members-— Mr. Bee, Mr. Witherspoon, and Mr. 
Wolcott. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1761. 

The delegates of Maryland laid before Congress a 
certified copy of an act of the legislature of that state, 
which was read as follows : 

An act to empower the delegates of this state in 
' Congress to subscribe and ratify' the articles of 
confederation. 

Whereas it hath been said that the common enemy 
is encoiiraged, by this state not acceding to the con* 
federation, to hope that the union of the sister states 
may be dissolved ; and therefore prosecute the war in 
expectation of an event so disgraceful to America : 
And our friends and illustrious ally are impressed with 
an idea, that the common cause would be promoted by 
our formally acceding to the confederation : This 
general assembly, conscious that this state hath from 
the commencement of the war strenuously everted 
herself in the common cause, and fully satisfied that if 
no formal confederation was to take place it is the fixed 
determination of this state to continue her exertions to 
the utmost, agreeable to the faith pledged in the union 
— from an earnest desire to conciliate the affection of 
the sister states, to convince all the world of our unal- 
terable resolution to support the independence of the 
United States, and the alliance with his most christian 
majesty; and to destroy for ever any apprehension of 
our friends, or hope in our enemies, of this state being 
again united to Great Britain : 

Be it enacted by the general assembly of Mary* 
land, That the delegates of this state in Congress, or 
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any two or three of them, shall be, and are hereby em- 
powered and required^ on behalf of this slate, to sub* 
scribe the articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, between the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Planta^ 
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey^ Pennsylya* 
nta, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia, signed in the general 
Congress of the said states by the honourable Henry 
Laurens, esquire, their then president, and laid before 
the legislature of this state to be ratified, if approved : 
and that the said articles of confederation and per- 
petual union, so as aforesaid subscribed, shall thence^ 
forth be ratified and become conclusive as to this stiite, 
and obligatcNry thereon. 

And it is hereby declared, that by acceding to the 
said confederation, this state doth not relinquish, or 
intend to relinquish, any right or interest she hath 
with the other united or confederated states to the 
back country ; but claims the same as fully as was 
done, by the legislature of this state in their dedara^ 
tion which stands entered on the journals of Con- 
gress : this state relying on the justice of the ^veral 
states hereafter, as to the said claim made by this 
state. 

And it is further declared. That no article in the 
said confederation can or ought to bind this or any 
other state, to guaranty any exclusive claim of any 
particular state to the soil of the said back lands, or 



dny such ckiln ot jarisdktim orer (he sdid landBi op 
the inhabitants thereof. 

By tike House of Delegates, January 30, 1781. 
Read and assented to* 
By order. 

F. GREEN, QeA. 
By. the Senate, February 2, 1781. 
Read and assented to. 
By order. 

JAS. MACCUBBIN, Clerk. 
Thomas Lee. [l.s.] 

THURSDAV, FEBRUARY 22, 1781. 

The delegates of Maryland having taken their teals 
in Congress with powers to sign the articles of confe- 
deration — 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for com- 
pleting the confederation; and that a committee of 
Ibree be appointed to consider and report a mode for 
announcing the same to the publick. 

The members — ^Mr. Walton, Mr. Madison^ Mr. 
Matthews. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1781. 

On the report of the committee appointed to report 
the mode of announcing the final ratification of the 
articles of confederation, 

Resolved, That on Thursday next, at twelve o'clock, 
the final ratification of the confederation of the Unit- 
ed States of America be announced to the publick ; 
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and that the board of war abd board of admiralty take 
order according* 

That this important event be communicated to the 
executives of the several states. 

That the several ministers of these, states in Eu- 
rope be informed of the complete and final ratification 
of the said confederation ; and they be ordered to no- 
tify the same to the respective courts at which they 
reside. 

That it also be notiGed to the honourable the minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of France. 

That information of the completion of the said con- 
federation be transmitted to the commander in chief; 
and that he be directed to announce the same to the 
atmy under his command. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1781. 

According to the order of the day, the honourable 
John Hanson and Daniel Carroll, two of the delegates 
for the state of Maryland, in pursuance of the act of 
the legislature of that state, entitled ^< An act to em- 
'' power the delegates of this state in Congress to sub^ 
^' scribe and ratify the articles of confederation,^' 
which was read in Congress on the 12th of February 
last, and a copy thereof entered on the minutes, did, 
in behalf of the said state of Maryland, sign and rati- 
fy the said articles; by which act, the confederation 
of the United Slates of America was completed, each 
and every of the thirteen United ' States from New 
Hampshire to Georgia, both included, having adopted 



.17810 CONFEDERATION. 449 

and confirmed, and by their delegates in Congress ra- 
tified the same, which is in the words following : 

To all to whom these presents shall come : We, the 
undersigned delegates of the states affixed to our 
names, send greeting. 

Whereas the delegates of the United States of Ame- 
rica in Congress assembled did,, on the fifteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand se- 
ven hundred and seventy-seven, and in the second^ 
year of the independence of America, agree to cerr 
tain articles of confederation and perpetual union be- 
tween the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia,, in the words following, namelyy 

ARTICLES 

OF CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION4 

BBTWKBH TUm. ftTA.TBS OF^ 

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts Bay, Delaware, 
Rhode Island and Provi^ Maryland, 

dence Plantations,. Virginia,. 

Connecticut, North Carolina,. 

New York, South Carolina, and£ 

New Jersey, Georgia^ 
VOL. 1. 57 
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ARTICLE I. 



The style of this confederacy shall be, ths unitkd 

STATES OF AMERICA* 



AHTICIiB II. 

Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and in- 
dependence, and every power, jurisdiction and right, 
which is not by this confederation expressly delegated 
to the United States in Congresst assembled. 

ARTICLE III. 

The said states hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common 
defence, the security of their liberties, and their mutual 
and general welfare; binding themselves to assist 
each other against all force oflfered to, or attacks made 
upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, so- 
vereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friend- 
ship and intercourse among the people of the diflbr- 
ent states in this union, the free inhabitants of each o]f 
these states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from 
justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of free citizens in the several states ; and 
the people of each state shall have free ingress and 
regress to and from any other state ; and shall enjoy 
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IbereiD all th^ privileges of trade and comoiercei 
suljject to the same duties, impositioDB and restric- 
tions as tbe inhabitants thereof respectively ; provid- 
ed, that such restriction shall not extend so far as 
to prevent the removal of property imported into any 
state, to any other state of which the owner is an in- 
habitant ; provided also, that no imposition, duties or 
restriction shall be laid by. any state, on the property 
of the United States, or either of them. 
• If any person guilty of or charged with treason, 
felony, or other high misdemeanor^ in any state, shall 
flee from justice, and be found in any of the United 
States, he shall, upon demand of the governour or exe- 
cutive power of the ^ate from which he fled, be deli- 
vered up and removed to the state having jurisdiction 
of his offence* 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these 
states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of 
the courts and magistrates of every other state. 

ARTICLE v. 

For the more convenient management of the gene- 
ral interests of the United States, delegates shall be 
annually appointed in such manner as tbe legislature 
of each state shall direct, to meet in Congress en the 
first Monday in Noveldber, in every year, with a power 
reserved to each state to recall its delegates, or any of 
them, at any time within the year, and send others in 
ifaeir stead for tbe remainder of tbe year. 

No state shall be represented in Congress, by less 
' than two, nor by more than seven members ; and no 
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persiHi shall be capable of being a delegate for more 
than tbree years in anjr term of six yean ; nor shall 
any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding 
any oflSce under the United States, for which he, or 
another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees, or 
emolument of any kind* 

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a 
■meeting of the states, and while they act as members 
«f the committee of the states* 

In determining questions in the United States in 
Congress assembled, each state shall have one vote* 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress 'shall 
not he impeached or questioned in any court or place 
out of Congress ; and the members of Coogress shall 
be protected in their persons from arrests and impri* 
jonment, during the time of their going to and from, 
and attendance on Congress, except for treason, felo- 
ny, or breach of the peace* 

ARTICLE VI. 

No state, without the consent of the United Stotes 
ifl^ongress assemMed, shall send any embassy to, or 
recdve any embassy from, or enter into any €on£to-^ 
ence, agreement, alliance, or treaty with any kmg, 
prince, or «tate ; nor shall any person hoUing any; 
office of profit or trust under, the United States^ or any 
of them, accept of any present, emolument, office, or 
Wtle of any^kind whatever, from any king, prince, or 
foreign state ;. nor shall the United States in Congresa 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of no- 
bility. 
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Ne two or more states siiall eftter into aay treaty, 
emifecleratioB} or altiande whatever between them^with-^ 
eii& the consent of the United States in Congress assea- 
bled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the 
same is to be entered into, and how long it sbalt con- 
tinue. 

No state shall lay any imposts or duties which may 
interfere with any i^ipulati(nis in treaties entered into, 
by the United States in Congress assembled, with any 
king, prince, or state, in pursuance of any treaties al- 
ready proposed by Congress to the courts of France 
andSpain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up, in time of peace, 
by any state, except such number only as shall be 
ileemed necessary, by the United States in Congress 
assembled, for the defence of such state, or its trade ; 
nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any state, 
in time of peace, except such number only as in the 
judgment of the United States in Congress assembled 
shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts neces- 
sary for the defence of such state : but eyery state 
shall always keep up a well regulated and disciplined 
miKtia, sufficiently armed and accoutred ; and shall pro- 
vide and constantly have ready for use, in publick 
stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a 
proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 

No state shall engage in any war, without the con- 
sent of the United States iii Congress assembled, un- 
less such state be actually invaded by enemies, or 
shall have received certain advice of a resolution be- 
ing^formed by some nation of Indians to invade such 
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Stale, and ibe daagar it m> iomioeiit aa not U» adUt 
of adetajTy till the Uatted States ia Coagress as8efli<> 
Ued €aR be cotisalted ; aar shall aiy stale gmnt coaa- 
Bftissioas to any ship or vessels of war, oor letters of 
marque or reprisal, excepi it be after a doelaralioa of 
war by the United States in Congress assembled^ aad 
then only agaiost the kingdom or siate^ and the sab- 
jects thereof, against which war has been so declared^ 
and under such regulations as shall be estaUisbed by 
the United States in Congress assembled ; unless suoh 
state be infested by pirates, in which vessels of war 
may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long 
as the danger shall continue, or until the United States 
in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise* 

ARTICLE Vn. 

When land forces are raised by any state for tbe 
common defence, all officers of or under the rank of 
colonel, shall^be appointed by the legislature ^f eadi 
state respectively by whom such forces shall be raised^ 
or in such manner as such state shall direct $ and all 
vacancies shall be filled up by tbe state which fost 
made tbe appointment. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

AH charges of war, and all other expenses that shall 
be incurred for the common defence, pr general wel- 
fare, and allowed by tbe United States in .Congress 
assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasu-; 
ry, which shall be supplied by the several states in 
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proportion to the value of all land within each statCi 
granted to, or surveyed for, any person, as such land 
and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be 
esttoiated, according to such mode as the United States 
in Congress assembled shall^ fircmi ti^ne to time, direct 
and appoint. The taxes ibr paying that proportioft 
shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction 
of. the legislatures ol the several states, within the 
time agreed upon by the United States in Congress 
assembled. 



ARTICLE IX. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall bate 
the sole and exclusive right and power of determine 
ing on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned 
in the sixth article : Of sending and receiving ambas- 
sadors : Entering into treaties and alliances ; provided 
that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby 
the legislative power of the respective states shall be 
restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on 
.foreigners as their own people are subjected to, or 
from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any 
species of goods or commodities whatever: Of estab* 
lishiog rules for deciding in pH cases what captures 
on land or water shall be legal ^ and in what manner 
prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of 
the United States shall be divided or appropriated : 
Ofgranting letters of marque and reprisal in times of 
peace : Appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 
felonies committed on the high seas ; and establishing 
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in 
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all cases of captures ; provided, that no member of 
Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said 
courts* 

The United States in Cbngress assembled shall also 
he the last resort, on appeal, in all disputes and diffe- 
rences now subsisting, or that hereafter may arise, be- 
tween two or more states concerning boundary, juris- 
diction, or any other cause whatever ; which authority 
shall always be exercised in the manner following :*-* 
Whenever the legislative or executive authority or 
lawful agent of any state in controversy with another 
shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter 
in question, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof 
shall be given by order of Congress to the legislieitive 
or executive authority of the other state in controver- 
sy ; and a day assigned for the appearance of the par- 
ties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed 
to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges 
to constitute a court for hearing and determining the 
matter in question : but if they cannot agree, Congress 
shall name three persons out of each of the United 
States ; and from the Hst of such persons, each party 
shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners begin- 
ning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen ;- 
and from that number, not less than seven nor more 
than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall in the 
presence of Congress be drawn out by lot ; and the 
persons whose names shall be so drawn, or any five of 
them, shall be commissioners or judges to hear and 
finally determine the controversy, so always as a. major 
part of the judges who sliall hear the cause, shall- 
agree in the determination. And if either party shall 
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neglect to attend at the day appointed, without show- 
ing reasons which Congress shall judge sufficient, or 
being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall 
proceed to nominate three persons out of each state ; 
and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of 
such party absent or refusing ; and the judgment and 
sentence of the court to be appointed in the manner 
before prescribed shall be final and conclusive. And 
if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the au- 
thority of such court, or to appear, or defend their 
claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to 
pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like 
manner be final and decisive ; the judgment, or sen- 
tence and other proceedings being in either case trans- 
mitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Con- 
gress for the security of the parties concerned : Pro- 
vided, that every commissioner, before he sits in 
judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by 
one of the judges of the supreme or superiour court of 
the state where the cause shall be tried, '' Well and 
'^ truly to hear and determine the matter in question, 
''according to the best of his judgment, without fa- 
" vour, affection, or hope of reward :" Provided also, 
that 'no state shall be deprived of territory for the 
benefit of the United States. 

All controversies concerning the private right of soil 
claimed under different grants of two or more states, 
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands 
and the states which passed such grants are adjusted, 
the said grants, or either of them, being at the same 
time claimed to have originated antecedent to such 
settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition of 

VOL. I. d8 
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eirlier party to the Cotigrew^ of the United Slates, be 
finally detertnioed d<s near an may be in* the same man- 
ner as is before prescribed for d^ecidrng disputes 
respecting territorial jorisdiction betireen dtflin-etyt 
states. 

The United States rn Congress assembled shaV ^Iso 
have the s<>le and exclusive rJgbt and power" of regu- 
lating the alby and value of coin strotfr by their* own 
authority, or by ihat of the respective slates : Fixing 
the standard of weights and measures throughout (tie 
Unrted States : Regulating the trade aiid managing all 
affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the 
states ; provided that the legislative right of anjr state 
within its own limits be not infringed or viohterf: Es- 
tablishing and regulating postoffices from one State to 
another, throughout att the United St3(tes, and e:i:&aing^ 
such postage on the papers passing through the same' 
as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said 
bfifice : Appointing all officers of the land forces in the 
service of the United States, excepting regimental 
officeVs : Appointing all the officers of the naval for- 
ces, and commissioning dll officers whatever in the 
service of the United States : Making rules for the 
government and regulation of the land and naval for- 
ces, and directing their operations. 

The United States In Congress assembled shatl have 
authority to appoint a committee to sit in the recess 
bf Congress, to be denominated a committee op the 
STATES, and to consist of one delegate from each 
state ; and to appoint such other committees and eivll 
dfficers as may be necessary for rhanaging the general 
affairs of the United States under their direction : To 
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appoint one of their number ,to preside ; provided, 
that no person be allowed to sfervc in the office of Pi:e- 
aident more than pne year in any term of .three years : 
To ascertain the necessary sums of money tp be raised 
for the service of the United States, and to appropri- 
ate and apply the same for defraying the publick ex- 
penses : To borrow money, or emit bills on tbe credit 
of the United Slates, transmitting every half year to 
the respective states an account of the sums of money 
80. borrowed ^r emitted : To build and equip. a navy : 
To agree upon the number of land forces, apd to make 
requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion 
to the number of white inhabitants in such state, which 
requisition, shall be binding ; and thereupon the legis- 
Jature of ^each state $hall appoint the regimetital offi- 
cers, raise the qrien, and clothe, arm and equip them, 
in a soldierlike manner, at the expense of the United 
States; and the .officers ,and men so clothed, armed 
and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and 
within the time agreed on by the United States .i|i 
Congress assembled : but if the. United Stales in Con- 
egress assembled shall, on consideration of circum- 
stances, judge prpper that^ apy state should not raise 
,men, or should raise a smaller number t|ian its quota, 
and that any. other estate «hould r,aise a greater number 
of men than its quota thereof, such exlra number.shall 
be raised, officered, clothed, armed and equipped, in 
.the same manner as the quota of such state ; unless 
thci legislature of $uch state shall judge that such ex- 
tna nt3tnber> cannot, be safely spared out of the saipe ; 
in which case they .shall raise, officer, clothe, arm and 
equip aamany of such extra number as they judge can 
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be safely spared : and the oflScers and men so cloth- 
ed, armed and equipped, shall march to the place ap- 
pointed, and within the time agreed on by the United 
States in Congress assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall ne- 
ver engage in a war; nor grant letters of marque and 
reprisal in time of peace ; nor enter into any treaties 
or alliances ; nor coin money ; nor regulate the value 
thereof; nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessa- 
ry for the defence and welfare of the United States, 
or any of them ; nor emit bills ; nor borrow money on 
the credit of the United States ; nor appropriate mo-, 
ney ; nor agree upon the number of vessels of war to 
be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea 
forces to be raised ; nor appoint a commander in chief 
of the army or navy — unless nine states assent to the 
same : nor shall a question on any other point, except 
for adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless 
by the votes of a majority of the United States in 
Congress assembled. 

The Congress of the United States shall have power 
to adjourn to any time within the year, and to any 
place within the United States, so that no period of 
adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of 
six months ; and shall publish the journal of their pro- 
ceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating 
to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in their 
judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of 
the delegates of each state on any question shall be 
entered on the journal, when it is desired by any dele- 
gate ; and the delegates of a itate, or any of them, 
at bis or their request^ shall be furnished with a tran- 
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script of the said journal, except such parts as are 
above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the 
several states. 



ARTICLE X. 

The committee of the states, or any nine of them, 
shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of Con- 
gress, such of the powers of Congress as the United 
States in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine 
states, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest 
them with ; provided, that no power be delegated to 
the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the 
articles of confederation, the voice of nine states in 
the Congress of the United States assembled is requi- 
site. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining 
in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted 
into and entitled to all the advantages of this union. 
But no other colony shall be admitted into the same, 
unless such admission be agreed to by nine states. 

ARTICLE XII. 

All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and 
debts contracted, by or under the authority of Con- 
gress, before the assembling of the United States in 
pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deem* 
ed and considered ^s a charge against the United 
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Stales, for payment and saUtfiK^tion ^liereof the said 
Uaitecl Stakes and Ibe piiblick tfaidi aveJiereby so- 
lemnly pledged. 



artioi;b XIII. 

Every 'Slate 6faall abide by ibedeterminatrons of (be 
-United Stdtes in Congreiss assembled, on all 'questions 
^which by this confederarion are submitted to .thenu 
And ihe articles of this conrederation shall be inviola-" 
%ly tfbsrerved by every state ; and the onion ^ball be 
^perpetual. Nor shall any alteration at any time here- 
after be made In any of them, unless such alteration 
'be agreed to>in a Congress of the United States, Bwi 
he afterwards confirmed ^by the legislatures of every 
state. 

And whereas it hath |)leased the great Governour of 
the world to incline the hearts of the legislatures we 
Tespectively represent in Congress to approve of, and 
to authorize us to ratify the said articles of confedera- 
tion and perpetual union : 

Know ye, That we the undersigned delegates, by 
virtue of ihe power and authority to us given for that 
purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in 
behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely 
ratify and confirm each and every of the vsaid articles 
of confederation and perpetual union, and all and 
singular the matters and things therein contained. 
And we do further solemnly plight and engage tho 
faith of our respective constituents, that they shall 
abide by the determinations of the United States 
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in CbfigreM sssembled, on all queslioiit v/hUA by the 
said confederation are submitted to them ; and that the 
articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the 
states we respectively repnesent; and that theunioii' 
shafi be perpetaal. 

In witness whereof, we h$ve hereunto set our handis 
in Congress. 

Done at Philadelphia, in the state of Piennsylvania, 
the ninth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, 
and in the third year of the indepeodcnCQ qI 
America. 



jMiah B»rtlen, 
^ohn Wentworth, 
August 8, 1778. 

John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, 
Elbridge Gerry, 
Francis Dana, 
James Lovell, 
Samuel Holten^ 

William Ellery, 
Henry Merchant, 
John Collins, 



Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
Oliver Wolcoit, 
Titus Hosmer, 
Andrew Adams, 

James Duane, 
Francis Lewis, 
William Duer, 
Gouverneur Morris, 



J 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of NewHamp- 
shire. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of Massachu* 
setts Bay. 



On the part and behalf 
i of the state of Rhode 
f Island and Providence 
Plantations. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of Connecti- 
cut. 



^On the part and behalf of 
the state of New York. 
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John Witherspoon, 
Nathaniel Scudder, 



Robert Morris, 
Daniel Roberdeau, 
Jonathan Bayard Smith, 
William Ciingan, 
Joseph Reed, 

Thomas M^Kean, 
February 22, 1779. 

John Dickinson, 
May 5, 1779. 

Nicholas Van Dyke, 

John Hanson, 
Daniel Carroll, 



Richard Henry Lee, 
John Banister, 
Thomas Adams, 
John Harvie, 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, 

John Penn, 

July 21, 1778. 
Cornelius Harnett, 
Thomas Williams, 

Henry Laurens, 
William Henry Drayton, 
John Matthews, 
Richard Hutson, 
Thomas Hey ward, jr. 

John Walton, 

July 24, 1778. 
Edward Telfair, 
Edward Langworthy, 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of New Jersey. 
November 26, 1778. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of Pennsylva- 
nia. July 22, 1778. 



^On the part and behalf of 
the state of Delaware. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of Maryland.^ 
March 1, 1781. 



^On the part and behalf of 
the state of Virginia. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of North Ca- 
rolina. 



On the part and behalf of 
the state of South Caro- 
lina. 



^On the part and behalf of 
the state of Georgia* 
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